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HSV’s secret plan to build the Ultimate Muscle Car! 
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T’S DNE TOUGH OFFICE 


When rt comes down to business, New Mazda BT-'SO is ready to be put to work. The gutsy diesel engine delivers 
powerful performance, while the tough new front end commands attention. Insidep the refined style and car-like 
handling come with added technology to make every drive smarter and smoother. Even when you take it off-road. 
So whether it's grunt work or weekend work, New Mazda BT‘50 is one tough office. Visit NewMazdaBTSO.com, au 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 


SKODA 



THE NEW FABIA. 



Now supporting Apple CarPlay and Android Auto. 



SmartLink Smartphone Connectivity 



Front Assist with City Emergency Brake" 



The intuitive new KODA Fabia introduces seamless smartphone connectivity, giving you access to your messages, contacts, maps, 
music and more, all through voice commands while you drive. Featuring the very latest in Volkswagen Group technologies and safety 
advancements, the versatile Fabia includes Front Assist with City Emergency Brake" and Rear Parking Sensors, making it the truly 
intelligent choice. Drive Connected. 


Apple CarPlay is a registered trademark of Apple Inc. 

Android Auto is a registered trademark of Google Inc. 

''Safety technologies are not a substitute for the driver's responsibility for the vehicle. 
5K00019-3 


skoda.com.au 


Member of the Volkswagen Group 






Editor’s letter 


GLENN BUTLER 


HAD MORNING TEA WITH MY NEW NEIGHBOURS BRIAN AND ISABELLA THE 
OTHER DAY VM THE NEW ONE, THOUGH EVE NOW BEEN HERE 12 MONTHS. VM ON 
NODDING TERMS WITH SOME OF THE HOUSES AROUND ME, BUT THAT’S ABOUT IT 
THAT’S THE WAY IT IS THESE DAYS. BUSY LIVES. BUSY PEOPLE. 


How times have changed. When I was a kid, my 
parents were on first-name terms with most of the 
street. Even had intercoms strung to the houses 
next door, and gates cut in the fences so we didn’t 
have to go the long way round. 

Spending time with Brian and Isabella over 
home-made scones with jam and cream was 
fascinating. They’ve lived in their house for 
almost 60 years. When they bought it for a few 
thousand dollars, Bentleigh was described on real 
estate brochures as peaceful semi-rural living. 
Now, it’s “just minutes from the city”. Back then 
the roads were dirt, and every house was built the 
same. Even the kitchen appliances were similar, 
down to the GM Holden oven and hot-plate. 

Most days, Brian’s out front tending his already 
immaculate garden, or washing his clean cars. 


honestly believes Holden and Eord will be no 
more. And he’s not alone. I’ve heard similar 
sentiments from many people who aren’t as well 
informed as Wheels readers. They may not be car 
enthusiasts, but they still buy cars... hundreds of 
thousands of new cars every year. And they believe 
Eord and Holden will cease to exist in 2016 and 
2017 respectively. 

This public misconception is a massive problem 
for those two brands because the locally produced 
cars on death row are but a small portion of their 
overall sales. The imported cars that will carry 
these brands into the future are not dying, but 
many Australians assume they are. 

Combatting that misconception, while also 
giving Commodore and Ealcon the public send-off 
they deserve, is one heck of a challenge for the 


Many people believe Ford and Holden will cease 


to exist in 2016 and 2017 respectively 


Business as usual 

TOYOTA’S decision to cease 
manufacturing in Australia 
isn’t perceived publically 
with the same range- wide 
finality as Holden’s and 
Ford’s. Camry’s ongoing 
presence as an import 
model from 2018 gives 
showroom continuity but 
there’s more to it than 
that. For years Toyota tried 
to crack the big Aussie six 
market, most notably with 
Avalon and Aurion, but 
consumers never really 
warmed to them. Does 
Toyota now see that as a 
lucky break? 
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He’s got a Mazda 3 for everyday use, and an 
AU Ealcon under a cover in the garage. Brian’s 
had the AU since new, and considered trading it 
in on the Mazda, but the offer was pitiful, even 
though it’s in near-showroom condition with low 
kilometres. So Brian decided to keep it for the 
grandson who’s fast approaching his 18th. 

It’s Brian’s fourth Eord, and he had a few 
Holdens before that. Like many older Australians, 
his loyalty to Australian-made cars started 
because they offered great value for money at a 
time when there wasn’t much competition. Each 
has been reliable, so he’s seen no need to stray. 

I was on my fourth scone when Brian said 
something that stopped me mid-chomp. It was 
such a shame Holden and Eord were going, he 
said, and that we’d only be able to buy Toyotas 
or Mazdas or other imported cars. Holden and 
Eord helped get this country moving after WWII. 
Progress is progress, he said, but it’ll be sad to 
see them die. 

He wasn’t using ‘Holden’ and ‘Eord’ as 
pseudonyms for Commodore and Ealcon. He 


Holden and Eord marketing departments. They’ve 
been working on strategies for two years now, but 
their work, clearly, is far from done. 
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Love the new 
carsnnell but 
not the new 
car price? 

Like it. Lease it 

If you lease it with LeasePlan, you get all the new car benefits 
without the hefty price tag. Use Wheels to choose the best car 
for you. Then find out how much money you can save by visiting 

leaseplan.com.au /wheels 



LeasePlan 


It's easier to ieaseplan 
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ASTRA 


READY OR NOT 


yVith /te aggressive stance and exhilarating performance, every inch of the new\ 
Ho/den Astro is built to thrill. Sporting 20-inch alloys, Noppo leather oppointedl 
sports seats and race-bred Brembd^ fron t brakes, the Astr o VXR gr owls with o\ 
[2.0/. turbo engine and a heart-pounding 206kW of power. But you'll only know\ 
whot that means once you're behind the wheel. So book o test drive todoy\ 


ASTRA vs DROMES- Watch the battle at holden.com.au/astra 


LET'S CO THERE 



Redline 

NEWS, VIEWS AND A BRUSH WITH THE LIMITER 



HSV’s grand 
476kW finale 



HOLDEN Special Vehicles is 
readying the fastest, most potent 
Holden ever - a 476kW AMG- 
belting super sedan - as a last 
hurrah for the Holden Commodore 
before it bows out in 2017. 

Wheels has learnt of a secret 
skunkworks project inside HSV’s 
Clayton campus tasked with 
shoehorning the LS9 version of the 
GTS’s 6.2-litre supercharged V8 
under the Commodore’s bonnet. 
This engine tune is currently 
reserved for the Chev Corvette ZRl, 


which runs a transaxle. HSV would 
therefore have to adapt the engine 
to the Commodore’s architecture, 
which situates the gearbox next to 
the engine. 

In the C6 Corvette ZRl, the 
LS9 V8 engine makes 476kW and 
819Nm - a hefty 46kW and 79Nm 
more than HSV’s current hero, 
the 430kW GTS. It propels the 
considerably lighter Corvette to 
lOOkm/h in 3.3 seconds and on 
to a top speed of 330km/h. The 
performance numbers wouldn’t be 


quite as impressive in the bigger, 
heavier Commodore, but would 
still easily blow away the GTS’s 
current performance benchmarks 
of 4.5 seconds and 280km/h. 

Wheels understands that General 
Motors supports HSV’s desire to 
build this car, offering a discount 
on more than 100 of these high- 
output LS9 supercharged V8s. 

Questions remain over whether 
the GTS’s existing 6L80 six-speed 
automatic transmission would be 
up to such a mammoth task, or 


whether HSV would also have to 
source the new Corvette’s 8L90 
eight-speed auto, which has a 
900Nm operating ceiling. 

A manual version is unlikely, 
especially given the $130K 
expected pricetag and limited 
production numbers such a project 
would justify. 

One thing’s for sure, it will make 
one helluva send-off for Holden’s 
last Australian V8 sedan. 

What’s also uncertain is the 
name this supercharged brute will 
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M4 gets GTS treatment 

BMW has turned up the wick on its already 
blisteringly quick M4 by slapping a GTS badge on 
its rump. Shown in concept form at the Pebble 
Beach Concours d'Elegance, the M4 GTS is not only 
faster, harder and bristling with an angry-looking 
and manually adjustable carbonfibre front splitter 



and rear wing, but adds BMW's new water-injection 
technology for a boost in grunt and drop in fuel use. 
Official power figures are yet to be announced (a 
regular M4 produces 317kW/550Nm), but the GTS 
wears wider and stickier Michelin Sport Cup 2 tyres 
which should help shuffle all that grunt to the road. 





More bang for 
your buck 


What’s the next cheapest four-door 
476kW+ car? There’s only one and it’s a 
$625K Ferrari FF. The 430kW 
Mercedes -AMG E63 S retails at $251K. 


The most powerful Holden ever 
needse equally potent stoppers. HSV 
will have to pick between the current 
AP architecture or a version of the 
Corvette ZRl’s Brembo monoblocs. 




HSV'S 1995 VS GTS-R 
COST $75K AND CAME 
WITH A 215KW 
5.7-LITRE STROKER V8. 
BLUEPRINTED EXAMPLES 
TOOK THAT TO 230KW 
AND LOWERED THE 
0-100KM/H TIME HALF 
A SECOND TO 6.1SEC. 



wear. Internally, some at Clayton 
refer to the project as a modern 
GTS-R, reviving the legendary- 
yellow and black performance hero 
(left) that HSV sold in 1995 and 
1996; just 85 were produced - all in 
Melbourne taxi yellow. 

It’s unlikely the 21st century 
HSV hero would tread the retro 
naming route, though, instead 
forging its own high-performance 
identity to take on the best from 
Europe: BMW M5, Mercedes-AMG 
E63 and Audi RS6. 


The modern version will have 
more than double the power of 
that exclusive, collector-friendly 
car, which used a blueprinted 
5.7-litre ‘stroker’ V8 to make a 
claimed 230kW and 475Nm. 

The LS9 engine is based on 
the LSA engine used in the HSV 
GTS, sharing its aluminium block 
and cylinder head. So it would 
comfortably slot beneath the 
Commodore’s bonnet using the 
same engine mounts. 

However, it gets a bigger 
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ARTIST’S ILLUSTRAtlOr^ 




Monkey business 

NEXT time you're in a new-car showroom, call the 
salesperson a "chauvinistic baboon". After all, 
Australia's advertising watchdog has given you 
the green light after dismissing a complaint about 
a dealer's radio ad in which salespeople are given 
a metaphorical kick in the groin because "it is 


common knowledge that female customers at 
car dealerships at times experience unfavourable 
treatment from salespeople" who only want to 
talk to men. It said the term chauvinistic baboon 
is "generally regarded as an innocuous term of 
fairly common use in the Australian vernacular". 






Wingin’ it 

“ our 

artist s illustration is an 

grabber, but wings 
like these are out of favour^with 
car companies because punters 

Customers are expecting a lot 
more sophistication rather than 

a big wing on the back.” says 

te Stolfo. These days they’re 
looking for a more integrate/ 

excen°" ■■■ technkal 

Stolfo names active 

aerodynamics as an examnle aq 

well as the more discreeraer ’ 
aids favoured by most 

European manutecturers. 
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Aussie gamer’s new post 

GOING from being an Aussie Post contractor to 
a professional race driver seems farfetched, but 
that's what 26-year-old Matthew Simmons has 
done by becoming the first Aussie to win Nissan's 
gamer-to-racer GT Academy competition. Simmons 
took victory in the final at Silverstone in the UK to 


earn a factory drive at next year's Dubai 24 Hours 
and a shot at becoming a full-time Nissan driver. 
The GT Academy has a proven record of turning 
gifted gamers into pro racers, with three former 
winners driving Nissan LMP1 prototypes in this 
year's Le Mans 24 Hours. 




Arrested 

levelopment 

F YOU’RE having a slight sense 
)f deia vu here, that’s totally 

.xcusable. We did report on a 
possible GTS-R program back in 
^"ch2010Wroposalsfor^^^^^^^ 

hotter version of the GTS were 
kicked about within HSV for some 

Le, with a thW-party supplier 

proposing the upgrades. Stung 

the cost of the 7.0-11 re W427 

project, a more cost-effective 
Lktion was sought. Squeezing 
a few extra kilowatts out o 
the normally aspirated ESS 
engine was ultimately shelved 
in favour of waiting ^ 

430kW supercharged LSA ttia 
appeared in 2013 s Gen- . 


Haidei; 

“SVapee«lb^.ts. 

^5tivK O? j 


supercharger, which is the main 
component delivering the extra 
grunt, pumping 21 percent more 
air into the 6.2-litre V8 engine. 

It also gets forged pistons 
(instead of cast) and lighter valves 
(titanium on the intake; hollow and 
sodium-filled on the exhaust). The 
conrods and crankshaft are also 
uniquely designed to cope with the 
extra grunt. 

The LS9 runs a dry sump rather 
than the GTS’s wet sump, but 
HSV has experience with this - 
the LS7 7.0-litre V8 in the W427 
used the same dry sump. Wheels 
understands HSV still has some of 
the dry sump’s plumbing left over 
from the stilted W427 project. 

That means that, while an 
LS9-powered HSV would not 
benefit from sitting lower in the 
engine bay, it would have a more 
reliable supply of oil, allowing for 
higher cornering G-forces. It would 
also allow fitment of grippier semi- 
slick tyres and high-retardation 
carbon-ceramic brakes. 


HSV’s current intent to limit 
production of this ultimate 
Commodore is partly due to 
limited engine and component 
availability. It’s also a cautiousness 
bred from the experience in 
2008 with the W427, when the 
company overestimated demand 
for a $150,000 car based on a 
Commodore. HSV planned to 
produce 427 examples of the 
7.0-Iitre V8-powered W427 but 
only 137 were ultimately placed 
with customers. 

Given the success of the GTS 
- it has accounted for more than 
35 percent of Gen F sales - insiders 
are confident of creating a business 
case for the LS9-powered flagship. 

However, price will be crucial. 
HSV has already shown there’s 
a reluctance to pay $150K for a 
Holden, whereas closer to $100K 
is palatable. Somewhere slightly 
below the W427’s record asking 
price would seem a logical place to 
settle for the final ‘GTS-R’. 

TOBY HAGON 
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Benz’s Bathurst blast 

THEY might be banned from doing record runs at 
the Nurburgring, but manufacturers have found a 
new circuit to set unofficial lap records on - Mount 
Panorama. Mercedes-Benz has used its new AMG 
GT S hot-rod to set a benchmark time at Bathurst 
with a blistering lap of 2m24.03s. By comparison, 


a race-prepped V8 Supercar can lap The Mountain 
in about 2m07s. Mercedes star Bernd Schneider 
manhandled the $295,000 GT S, which was fitted 
with optional carbon-ceramic brakes and sticker 
Michelin Pilot Sport 2 rubber. You can watch the 
lap here: bit.ly/1U1zR2f 
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Ferrari says Dino’s return is three or four 
years away; this V6 mule says otherwise 


WILL Ferrari bring back the iconic 
Dino nameplate on an entry-level 
V6-powered performance coupe 
and change its market penetration 
and volume figures forever? It 
depends whether you believe 
what the Italians are saying, or 
what they’re not saying. 

These spy images of a 458 mule 
with a shorter wheelbase, huge 
side intakes and a revised exhaust 
system, suggest that development 
work on the long-rumoured Dino 
is well advanced. The mule was 
was snapped testing near Bosch’s 
headquarters m Abstatt, Gennany. 


The cut-n-shut 458 body sits on 
a shortened 488 architecture, with 
narrower doors and a truncated 
rear deck consistent with a 
smaller V6 engine. 

The photographer who snapped 
our pics also reported that the 
car’s engine sounded entirely 
different to the stock 488 that was 
following it, and more like the 
Maserati-derived 3.0-litre V6 being 
tested in the new Alfa Romeo 
Giulia Quadrifoglio Verde. 

Ferrari chief Sergio Marchionne 
has already said the return of 
the Dino nameplalB is “not a 


question of if but when”. He said 
the reception to this had been 
“positive” and that work on a V6 
engine was continuing. 

When Wheels visited Maranello 
for the launch of the 488 GTB, the 
designers ran late to our briefing 
because they’d just been showing 
the “big boss” something new. 

So, we asked, would this new 
car they were clearly excited 
about have a shorter or longer 
wheelbase than the 488 we were 
looking at? 

“Shorter,” was the answer. 

A question about whether it 




@ 




SUPERIORITY 


ALTHOUGH the 246 GT (above) is the Dino 
everyone reveres, the first car to wear the badge 
of Enzo’s beloved son and heir was the 1967 Fiat 
Dino. Its 2.0-litre V6 engine was shared with the 
first of Ferrari’s models, the Pininfarina-designed 
1968 Dino 206 GT, which lasted just a year before 
being upgraded to the 2.4-litre 246 GT. 

A targa-top GTS followed in 1971 and the 


angular V8-engined 308 GT4 arrived in 1973. 
Between 1973 and 1976, the Gandini-styled GT4 
and the 246 were sold side by side, both badged as 
Dinos, before the 246 was pensioned off and the 
308 was given the proper Prancing Horse badge. 

While the 2+2 GT4 has always been one of 
Maranello’s lesser lights, values for tidy 246 
models now regularly climb beyond $500,000. 
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Jaguar cautious on A-Class rival 


A RIVAL to the Audi A3 or Mercedes A-Class is 
not on Jaguar's immediate radar, says design 
director Ian Callum. "The DNA would work," 
he told Wheels when asked if the company's 
current design language would successfully 
translate to a C-segment hatch or sedan. 


"[But] when you get into that lower sector, the 
business case becomes hugely challenging." 
Callum also cited Jaguar's smaller volumes 
compared to BMW, Mercedes and Audi as 
limiting the brand's ability to cost-effectively 
expand its line-up. 




SQUARED UP 

Front and rear guard contours 
suggest Dino’s track may 
not differ too much from the 
458, so expect an oversquare, 
almost Stratos-like body. 


Ferrari has taken out 
a host of patents on 
electric turbos and 
cylinder deactivation 


Mule’s tailpipes are 
tucked well out of sight, 
suggesting a more 
compact rear end for the 
hardware beneath. 
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Cadillac boss seeks GM split 


CADILLAC boss Johan de Nysschen (left) 
says the brand will start reporting separately 
from its parent, General Motors. Since joining 
in August 2014 from Infiniti, de Nysschen has 
relocated Cadillac HO from Detroit to New 
York as part of a strategy to make it more 


independent. He announced that Cadillac will 
have "a far higher degree of autonomy and self- 
sufficiency" as it marches towards his goal of 
500,000 global sales by 2020. The Australian 
market will play a small part in achieving that 
goal. Last year, Cadillac sold 263,697 vehicles. 
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was a Dino - rather than a new 
SUV/four-seater of some kind - 
drew some energetic shrugging, 
head shaking and no words at all. 

We discussed with one designer 
some concept sketches we’d 
seen and wondered whether a 
new Dino could actually look so 
much like an Alfa 4C. He was 
appalled, saying a Ferrari would 
never look so “immature”. Asked 
about the Dino, again he wasn’t 
saying anything. But if ever there 
was a race of people who tell a 
story with their faces and body 
movements, it’s the Italians. 

Official Ferrari media 
spokesman Stefano Lai had plenty 
to say, however, after we showed 
him the CAD sketches, which 
appeared to make his eyes angry. 

“Mr Marchionne has said the 
Dino is an important name and 
it’s something that will appear on 
a car in the future, but it won’t 
be a small car, and it won’t be 
a cheap car,” he told us, a little 
gruffly. “And it certainly won’t be 
in the next five or six years. 

“The speculation is wrong, and 
it is not something [Ferrari] would 
consider. People like to draw 
things, they like to make pictures, 
but if they keep using our brand 
on them, we’ll sue them.” 

If it were possible to read 
shrugs and raised eyebrows, 
though, we’d gamble they’re going 
to do it, and soon. 

STEPHEN CORBY 



Ferrari says the Dino won’t look like 
this artist’s impression, and nor will 
it be cut-price. “We may produce 
a 500 horsepower Ferrari but it 
will not be a cheap Ferrari,” says 
company chief Sergio Marchionne. 


There’s one hell of a scrap at the 
$350K price point that Ferrari 
currently misses out on. The 
Porsche 911 Turbo, Audi R8, Aston 
Martin Vantage and McLaren 540C 
would all come into the sights of 
the Dino, as would the Huracan 
from arch-rival Lamborghini. 



DEVICE 


A NEW sub-488 Ferrari - powered by 
a larger version of the twin-turbo V6 
already being built at the Maranello plant 
for use in the Maserati Ghibli and the 
Giulia, where it makes 380kW - would 
provide a more accessible entry point to 
Ferrari ownership. 

This would also provide Ferrari chief 
Sergio Marchionne with the volume 
increase he desires, having based the 
company’s imminent float on sales of 


10,000 units a year - well up on ex-CEO 
Luca di Montezemolo’s long-standing 
cap of 7000. 

Ferrari, unofficially, feels that such 
a move would “screw the brand”, and 
add too much volume. At the same 
time, selling a healthy number of still 
quite expensive entry-level Dinos at, 
say, $350,000 each - still a bargain for 
a Ferrari - couldn’t be too bad for the 
bottom line of the FCA group. 
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“With a V6, fuel economy is very much 
part of what we do. On a V8, customers 
f are telling us ‘give us more grunt’.” 

■t Holden chief engineer Andrew Holmes 




Rear steer 

BUOYED by the reception to 
rear-wheel steering in the 
991 GTS and Turbo variants, 
Porsche is extending 
availability to more 911 
models. The 991 Series II 
update sees the Carrera S 
also get the active-steer 
system, which counter- 
steers the rear wheels at 
speeds up to 50km/h for 
added manoeuvrability. 

At speeds above this, the 
system increases stability by 
providing up to three degrees 
of lock in parallel with the 
front wheels. 


Porsdie’s 
tuibo charge 

Boosted flat six displaces atmo 
engine for entry-level Carreras 


PORSCHE’S new-generation 911 
Carrera makes its world debut 
at the Frankfurt motor show this 
month, boasting more power, faster 
acceleration and thriftier fuel use 
thanks to an all-new twin-turbo 
flat-six. 

The updated 911 is due in Oz 
in the first quarter of 2016. Visual 
tweaks will include new bumpers 
and horizontal louvres over the 
engine cover. The headline, though, 
is the 3.0-litre twin-turbo that will 
power the Carrera and Carrera S. 

The first-ever turbocharged 
entry-level Carrera (below) will 
have 272kW, a 15kW increase over 
the 3.4-litre naturally- aspirated 


flat-six it replaces. Torque increases 
60Nm to 450Nm, and the new 
engine’s rev range is lOOrpm wider, 
topping out at 7500rpm. 

The new Carrera S, which will 
have 309kW and SOONm thanks 
primarily to a more intense turbo 
tune, is able to hit lOOkm/h from 
rest in 3.9sec, three-tenths quicker 
than Wheels’ best in the current 
991-series car. 

Porsche claims the new 
engine delivers fuel economy 
improvements of up to 12 percent, 
depending on transmission. 

There are minimal changes 
inside; mostly extra equipment. 

Pricing for the Carrera will start 


at $217,800, an increase of almost 
$10,000, but includes Porsche’s 
PASM active suspension, front park 
assist and a reversing camera. 

Cabriolet versions will arrive 
alongside the coupes in early 2016. 

Despite the proliferation of 
turbocharging across all 911 
models - bar the GTS and GT3 
that reports suggest will remain 
non-turbo for now - the fastest and 
most powerful 911 Turbo (above, 
caught testing by our spies) will be 
the only one to have Turbo in its 
name. Porsche is expected to reveal 
more about the 911 Turbo closer to 
its 2017 launch. 

DAMION SMY 
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It turned out the time-travelling Commodore 
was one of 15 vehicles that had their 
odometers tampered with while passing 
through the Discount Car Centre car yard. The 
dealer was ordered to pay more than $47,000 
in fines, costs and compensation. 


winding down 

IN AN age of digital dashboards, you might 
think the crime of winding back a car's 
odometer would be well and truly over. Not 
so. The NSW government has fined a Lake 
Macguarie car yard after a Holden Commodore 
Executive grew 175,820 kilometres younger. 


ADELAIDE will become the nation’s 
development Mecca for self-driving 
cars this year, but the architect of 
Australia’s first autonomous trials 
says more could be done to allow 
driver- assist technologies. 

Speaking exclusively to Wheels 
just a day after announcing that 
South Australia would trial self- 
driving vehicles on its roads from 
early November, state transport 
and infrastructure minister 
Stephen Mullighan said this 
nation’s archaic laws were already 
blocking new technologies from 
coming here. 

“A car which can detect a sign 
on the side of the road, and that 
that’s the speed limit, and it can 
govern itself accordingly, that’s 
obviously a good thing,” Mullighan 
says. “This is the sort of thing we 
need to get cracking with. 

“Not having those technologies 


offered to the Australian market,- ' ' 
it’s a shame for convenience’s 
sake. It’s costing us, socially and 
economically, what is likely to be 
very significant amounts going 
forward as we see the benefits of 
these autonomous capabilities 
come into markets.” 

The first task is for the state to 
rewrite its 50-year-old road rules, 
updating laws written when the 
E B Holden was new, removing the 
need for the driver to be in control 
of the vehicle at all times. 

Mullighan says Australia will 
also need to change design rules 
that act like a handbrake on 
emerging driver assist technologies. 

November’s trials, using a 
self-driving Volvo XC90, will help 
SA identify what infrastructure 
modifications are needed to speed 
signs and road markings to support 
autonomous cars. 
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Wheels on Android 

IF YOU use an Android device to read Wheels, we 
have good news because the Google Play app is 
moving to the same rich, vibrant, interactive user 
experience as for Apple users. An update to the 
Wheels Australia app on Android devices leaves the 
days of looking at flat pages behind and plunges 


head-first into a fully digital experience packed with 
in-depth features, interactive content and visually 
stunning articles, all optimised for reading wherever 
you are. Subscribe today and have Wheels delivered 
straight to your Android device. Just go to the 
Google Play store and search for "Wheels Australia". 




R SEO THE MACH NES 


Tesla Model S 


TESLA IS expected to switch 
on more of its dormant 
autonomous car functions 
in Australia with a software 


update later this year. Most of 
the carmaker’s vehicles have 
self-drive hardware in place, 
waiting for laws to catch up. 


Google car 

DEVELOPED from modified is the most advanced self- 

road-going cars but in reality driving project so far. It only 
more a battery-powered pod, has a steering wheel because 
Google’s US-only experiment California’s politicians insisted 


The involvement in the 
trials of Australian technology 
developers - including Adelaide- 
based Cohda Wireless, which has 
shaped a system allowing the next 
Lincoln Continental to reach out 
electronically to other vehicles 
as well as infrastructure such 
as traffic lights - could also help 
spawn a new industry based on 
building ‘smart’ roads. 

Mullighan admits the trials will 
do little to change the fortunes of 
tens of thousands of automotive 
workers in SA, but says the state 
has much to gain from the self- 
driving shift. 

As well as the road safety 
benefits from having fewer crashes 
related to human error, Mullighan 
says smart roads such as 
Adelaide’s newly developed 
Southern Expressway, which will 
host the trials, will become even 


more efficient at moving traffic, 
meaning the state will need 
to spend less on improving or 
building new road infrastructure to 
cope with congestion. 

“The research varies on what 
the potential congestion benefits 
are to our road network, but some 
estimates are as high as being able 
to accommodate up to four or five 
times the number of vehicles on 
our roads with the current road 
network capacity, which for people 
with the responsibility of funding 
and maintaining our roads . . . 
poses a tremendous benefit.” 

The next step, he says, will 
be convincing other Australian 
states to change their rules i 

so that a self-driving South | 

Australian car doesn’t suddenly I 
become illegal when it crosses i 
the border. 

BARRY PARK " 


Project Titan 

THE so-called Apple Car is heavyweights and clandestine 

fuelled more by speculation BMW factory visits point to the 
than hydrogen or electricity. iCar being a real-world project. 
Poaching key car industry But we still haven’t seen a car... 


Volvo XC90 


VOLVO’s tech development 
includes trialling a daisy-chain 
of cars that follow the leader 
at high speed, and remote 


self-parking. The Swedish 
carmaker has also built a small 
village in its proving ground to 
est ‘self-aware’ cars. 





Redline 



Honda hero on ice 

THE Honda NSX has been delayed until early 
2016. Production of the supercar was scheduled 
to begin in nnid-2015 in Marysville, Ohio, but has 
now been pushed back six months. Honda says 
the delay has been caused by turning the engine 
around from transverse to longitudinal location. 


Although NSX project chief Ted Klaus told Wheels 
in January that a three-year gestation period "is 
very similar to other such pinnacle products", it 
will now be four years since the NSX Concept was 
unveiled at the 2012 Detroit show. The NSX is yet 
to be confirmed for Australia. 


► OCTOBER 2015 





CORE 

MYSTERY 
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Genesis, take two 

IF THIS is the future of Hyundai design, we're all 
for it. It's called the Vision G Coupe Concept and 
previews how an expanded line-up of Genesis 
luxury cars will look under Hyundai chief 
designer Peter Schreyer. The striking concept 
is powered by the 313kW/519Nnn 5.0-litre V8 


used currently in overseas markets (Australian 
models use a 3.8-litre V6). Good news is that, 
unlike the existing Genesis Coupe that has 
been on sale elsewhere since 2008, the next- 
generation car should be available in right-hand 
drive, meaning an Aussie release is possible. 





Apple’s 
car play 

Look out, the iCar is coming 




IF YOU believe Australian-born Apple 
designer Marc Newson, car design is 
caught in a bit of a rut. 

Asked about his design pet peeve in 
a recent Wall Street Journal interview, 
Newson singled out the automotive 
industry. “There were moments 
when cars somehow encapsulated 
everything that was good about 
progress,” he said. “But right now we’re 
at the bottom of a trough.” 

Tough words coming from a man 
who in 2001 penned the Ford 021C 
small sedan concept - a styling 
exercise that featured a kitchen 
drawer-style boot, a glowing 
dashboard and pedestal-mounted 
swivelling seats. 

But they’re significant words given 
Apple’s influence, and the company 
now wants to swing that focus to the 
area that, in Newson ’s own words, has 
dropped its game - the car. 

News on’s move to the company 
late last year - to work on its watch 
- and his distant history with Ford 
has helped fuel speculation that the 
computing and software giant is now 
serious about Apple co-founder Steve 
Jobs’ long-held desire to build its own 
version of what is fast becoming one 
of the most powerful computer- run 
devices we will own. 

Outward signs are that the company 
is stealthily rushing headlong into 
the project, codenamed Titan, and 
has hundreds of engineers and 
designers dedicated to it. Research 
vehicles linked to the California-based 
company and fitted with laser-guided 
eyes used to build 3D maps are 
prowling US streets. 

The weight of evidence continues 
to stack up for the project. Apple is 
known to have poached workers from 


electric-car battery companies, offered 
incentives to staff of cross -town EV 
start-up Tesla, and trawled the design 
studios of carmakers including Audi, 
BMW, Ford and Mercedes-Benz. 

There have also been backroom 
talks between senior Apple executives 
and BMW, where high on the agenda 
was a detailed look at the production 
of the innovative battery-powered 
is hatchback’s lightweight pi as tic - 
reinforced carbonfibre shell. 

The most damning snippets of 
evidence, though, are the recent 
revelations in The Guardian, which 
peeked behind the US government’s 
veil of secrecy to discover that Apple 
had made inquiries about booking 
time at a top secret former navy base 
that’s being converted into a high-tech 
proving ground for carmakers. 

Wheels' own investigations revealed 
that Apple recently tweaked the 
Australian trademark for its now- 
iconic company name to include 
automobiles for the first time. 

Carmakers aren’t yet worried by 
the thought that Apple could shake 
the automotive tree in the same way 
that it has uprooted the consumer 
electronics industry. 

“If there were a rumour that 
Mercedes or Daimler planned to start 
building smartphones, then they 
(Apple) would not be sleepless at 
night,” Mercedes-Benz chief Dieter 
Zetsche told Wheels journalist ^ . 

Bruce Newton. “And the t ) 

same applies to me.” 

It appears to be a 
matter of when, not if, 

Apple will one day have a 
self-branded car ready for 
the world. 

BARRY PARK 


BAD SEEDS 

A NUMBER of Apple projects have turned 
into mountains of cash - think iPod, 
iPhone, iPad and the early Macintosh 
computer - but there have also been a 
few road bumps along the way: 

PowerBook Duo 

MINIATURISING technology doesn’t 
work when all you do is physically shrink 
things down to match. Apple’s 1992 bid 
to create an ultra-portable notebook 
spawned a cramped keyboard, tiny 
screen and no easy way to connect it to 
that shiny new thing called the internet. 

Newton MessagePad 

THIS precursor to the iPad was meant 
to revolutionise the business world. 

The Newton was introduced in 1993 as 
a personal digital assistant that could 
recognise handwriting, although poorly. 
Big, slow and with woefully crap battery 
life, it was shelved in 1998. 

Pippin 

PiPPiN, as it was marketed in 1995, 
and its boomerang-shaped Applejack 
handset were meant to conquer the 
infant games console market. Rubbish 
graphics and the memory capacity of a 
goldfish meant the game was over even 
before it started. 

Apple mouse 

FORM can sometimes override function, 
and a clear example of this was the 
Apple mouse launched in 1998. Looking 
artistically similar to an Apple mouse 
user s spilled teardrop, the smooth, 
curved surface proved an ergonomic 
nightmare. It lasted two years. 
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Merc-AMG C63 S coupe 

MERCEDES-Benz has revealed the wild child 
of its C-Class coupe range, the 375kW/700Nnn 
C63 S. Destined for Australia mid-way through 
next year as the only C-Class coupe to wear 
the AMG badge, the two-door will snap from 
0-100 in 3.9sec, beating its four-door cousin 


by O.lsec, thanks to a shorter diff ratio and 
fatter rear tyres. The two-door fastback uses 
the same twin-turbo 4.0-litre V8 as its sedan 
sibling, but sits wider with the wheelarches 
plumped an extra 64mm at the front and 
66mm at the rear. 






FOR Maserati, an insect is about to 
become an important participant 
in the Italian brand’s positioning 
plan. The common silkworm, with 
some help from the textile experts 
at Zegna, will give the Trident 
brand a sharp point of difference 
from the luxury car crowd. So 
believes the man in charge, 
Maserati CEO Harald Wester. 

A silk interior featured in last 
year’s Quattroporte Zegna Limited 
Edition, of which Maserati built 
just 100 examples. Though the 
premium charged for them was 
hefty, German-born Wester says 


they sold “in a couple of days”. 

Maserati had long been eyeing 
Zegna as a possible collaborator as 
it sought to “add even more luxury 
to our brand than what the car 
itself stands for,” says Wester. 

from late this year, a Zegna silk 
interior is to become a regular 
Maserati option. No other brand 
can offer a silk-lined interior, and 
this uniqueness will set it apart 
from the others. 

“Nobody really wants to be 
embedded in a sea of sameness,” 
Wester says, pointing out that 
many of his customers don’t 


understand or care about features 
such as lane departure warning. 
Silk, on the other hand, they 
understand. 

The process of developing 
weaves to withstand use in a 
car wasn’t simple, “from an 
engineering point of view, to 


develop a very sophisticated 
feature on an engine or to get 
this fabric was the same amount 
of intelligence, know-how and 
experience,” Wester insists. 

Initial trials, using standard 
Zegna silks wrapped around 
Maserati seats, were not promising. 


“Silk is the finest and most 
expensive raw material you 

can buy” - Maserati CEO Harald Wester 
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Kia Picanto Oz-bound 

KIA is poised to enter the local city car class, 
with its new Picanto going on sale here for 
the first time. Taking on the likes of the Fiat 
500 and Nissan Micra, the Picanto will be 
offered in a single spec to keep its price at 
about 14,990 (or less). It will be five-door 


with a 1.2-litre four-cylinder and will benefit 
from the brand's impressive seven-year 
warranty. The Rio's recent price rise has 
made space for the diminutive Picanto, 

due on sale here En early 2016 with sales 
expected to top 3000 a year. 
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SILK is a thread excreted by the white 
Bombyx mori (which means "silkworm 
of the mulberry tree” in Latin) to spin its 
cocoon. The Chinese, who have been raising 
silkworms for 5000 years, are world leaders 
in silk production. Zegna buys all its 
silk from China, but ships it to Italy for 
L spinning and weaving. By coincidence, ^ 
^ China has become Maserati’s 

biggest market, ahead of ^ 
North America. 


£■<//(/( 




Most potent Aventador loses its roof 


LAMBORGHINI has revealed its most 
powerful convertible yet, the Aventador 
LP750-4 SV Roadster. A design theme 
as simple as lopping the top off the 
SV means a lengthy stop to pack the 
contortionist-roof into the Lambo's 


nose. Once that's done, you'll have 
552kW on tap from the snarling V12, 
but the best part is the 1575kg weight 
is 50kg less than the SV Coupe. Still, its 
2.9sec O-IOOkm/claim is a tenth down on 
the hardtop. Decisions, decisions... 



f HARALD WESTER SPINS 
A MEAN YARN ON 
MASERATI'S POINT OF 
DIFFERENTIATION 


“To be honest, after not even 
10 percent of the duty cycle of 
wear getting in an out of a car and 
sitting in the seat, it looked like 
Swiss cheese. It did not work.” 

It took Zegna’s technical 
department a year to develop silk 
fabrics Maserati could use for 
seats, door panels and roof liner. It 
isn’t anything like the material to 
make a suit or shirt; it’s three and 
a half times denser. Each interior 
requires about 12 metres of fabric, 
compared with a little over three 
for a typical suit. 

“I want to underline, it is not 
a blend,” adds Wester. “It is 100 
percent silk, the finest and the 
most expensive raw material 
you can buy. Costs a fortune, and 
it is applied in a proper way. It 
fulfils 100 percent of automotive 
standard: mechanical, thermal, 

UV resistance, humidity...” 

Zegna silk-lined Maseratis will 
be no more or less vulnerable than 
cars trimmed with other materials. 
“A bottle of red wine is a bottle of 
red wine, and when you spill it into 
a car it looks like shit afterwards,” 
says Wester, who’s not a man 
to mince words. “On polyester, 
whatever. . . or on silk. If you have 


a car which has a relatively light- 
coloured leather, if you spill coffee 
or whatever in it, it’s gone.” 

Other carmakers are interested 
in following Maserati down the 
silk route, but Maserati’s deal with 
Zegna means it’s theirs, and theirs 
alone. “Nobody can copy,” gloats 
Wester. “Nobody.” 

Such exotic exclusivity is 
what luxury car buyers crave, 
the executive says. On visits to 
Shanghai, Dubai and New York to 
promote the Quattroporte Zegna 
Limited Edition, he met customers 
who told him that the run of 100 
identical cars was still way too 
many. They told Wester that real 
luxury is one of a kind, so the 
Zegna option for the 2016 Ghibli 
and Quattroporte will provide 
scope for customisation. 

While the silk inside these cars 
doesn’t feel especially silky, it 
doesn’t matter. What’s important 
to luxury customers. Wester says, 
is the knowledge that they possess 
something rare. “Whether this 
is made up of the finest wool, or 
made of silk, you don’t really see 
it. But you know it. And it adds 
something to your well-being.” 

JOHN CAREY 


SILK BY THE 
NUMBERS 


SILK is an expensive fabric that has a smooth, soft 
appearance with a natural sheen, and is one of the 
strongest natural fibres used today. It has been 
used in everything from clothing to parachutes, 
and even bike tyre casings. 

Here are some silky numbers: 


300 to 900 

Metres of silk produced 
by silkworms to form 
each cocoon, which 
is then unravelled to 
produce the thread 

2600BC 

When commercial silk 
production started, in 
China 


100 

Kilograms of mulberry 
leaves consumed 
to produce a single 
kilogram of silk 

5000 

Number of silkworms 
it takes to make a 
traditional Japanese 
kimono 
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Wrong way, go back 

A SENATE inquiry looking into the future of 
Australia's automotive industry has taunted 
the government with a plea that it continue 
to support parts makers beyond the closure 
of Ford, Holden and Toyota in 2017, and 
even open the public purse to automotive 


researchers. The Senate Economics 
References Committee's interim report, 
released in August to little fanfare, made the 
case for taxpayer support for the industry 
until at least 2021. The government's official 
response? Thanks, but it ain't gunna happen. 




Plugj-in 
Mitsu leads 
2015’s EV 
sales race 


► OCTOBER 2015 


Marketplace 

Two months, two Aussie sales records 

HIGHLIGHTS More new cars were sold in July 2015 than in any previous July While 
the 92,308 figure was 33,542 down on June (the highest volume of any month), our 
best July was driven by the ubiquitous SUV and commericals. The Toyota Hilux 
(2579) won the tradie tug-o-war, while the Mazda CX-5 sold 2223, beaten only 
by the Hyundai i30 (2750), Mazda 3 (2825) and Toyota Corolla (3573). Despite the 
hatch-filled podium, passenger car sales declined 3.0% YTD as SUVs grew 13.7%. 

LOWLIGHTS Fiat is dumping its charming Panda, and for good reason: the light 
car segment it competes in has suffered 2015 ’s biggest decline, down 30.8%. In July, 
Panda sales were down 38.9% (11) as the Nissan Micra plummeted 58.2% (132). And 
while luxury marques like Benz, BMW and Audi lap up unprecedented growth, Alfa 
Romeo will be counting the days to the new Giulia, its BMW 3 Series rival, as the 
Italian’s sales are down 40.4% YTD, at 1027 against last year’s 1724 YTD figure. 


Incoming 


MAZDA CX-3 

f^azda’s s^llest SUV is poised to nab the segment’s 
top spot with 1284 sales now that the ix35 has changed 
its name to Tucson and jumpEiti up a class in sue. Jfie 
new Honda HR-V (1069) is ni Dpmg at its heels, though. 


TOYOTA AURION 

The V6 Camry-based sedan lost almost half its sales in 
July, with 325 compared to June’s 563, and 468 in JulyL 
2014. It was comprehensively beaten by traditional Joes.; 
the Ford Falcon (625) and Flolden Commodore (2030)* 


TOP 20 


74,099 

Passenger & SUV sales - July 2015 


ELECTRIC AVENUE 


PASSENGER CARS 

SALES 

RANK SALES 

(JUN '15) (JUL '14) 

1 

Toyota Corolla 

3573 

2 

3800 

2 

Mazda 3 

2825 

3 

3421 

3 

Hyundai i30 

2750 

1 

2434 

4 

Mazda CX-5 

2223 

7 

1895 

5 

Toyota Camry 

2124 

6 

1805 

6 

Holden Commodore 

2030 

4 

2469 

7 

Volkswagen Golf 

1675 

5 

6 

8 

Toyota RAV4 

1545 

9 

1327 

9 

Toyota Yaris 

1401 

15 

1044 

10 

Hyundai ix35 

1318 

=11 

1380 

11 

Toyota Kluger 

1316 

14 

1173 

12 

Mazda CX-3 

1284 

30 

- 

13 

Nissan X-Trail 

1280 

8 

900 

14 

Hyundai i20 

1250 

62 

985 

15 

Holden Cruze 

1219 

10 

1747 

16 

Honda HR-V 

1069 

9 

- 

17 

Toyota Prado 

1053 

H1 

951 

18 

Volkswagen Polo 

1007 

28 

484 

19 

Subaru Forester 

1001 

22 

1204 

20 

Mazda 2 

927 

13 

1017 


TOTAL SALES 


92,308 


OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 

Alfa Romeo 4C Spider; Audi RS3 Sportback; 
BMW XI, 3 Series facelift; Ford Focus, Everest; 
Holden Commodore update; Infiniti QX80; 
Lamborghini Aventador LP 750-4 Superveloce; 
Mercedes-Benz GLE wagon/coupe, S500e 
plug-in hybrid; Porsche Cayman GT4; 
Volkswagen Caddy, T6 Transporter/Multivan; 
Volvo S60 Cross Country 

Porsche Cayman GT4 

WE’VE already dubbed it the analogue sports 
car for the digital age, so the October arrival of 
a Porsche motorsport-fettled Cayman rates as 
one of the most highly anticipated launches of 
2015. At $189,900 it’s almost $20K cheaper than 
the entry-level 911, but shoehorns a 283kW 
3.8-litre flat-six in behind the driver to give 
it more poke. Six-speed manual-only, 4.4sec 
O-lOOkm/h - what’s not to like? 

DECEMBER ONWARDS 

Alfa Romeo 4C Spider; Audi R8 VIO, RS3 
Sportback; BMW XI, 3 Series facelift; Citroen 
C4 update, C4 Cactus, DS5 facelift; Ferrari 
' 488 GTB; Ford Falcon update, Mustang; Infiniti 
QX70 facelift; Jaguar XJ facelift; Kia Optima; 
Lexus ES facelift, RX; Maserati Ghibli; Mazda 
MX-5 2.0L; Mercedes-Benz GLC, C350e 
plug-in hybrid, C450 AMG 4Matic; Mitsubishi 
Outlander PHEV; Range Rover Evoque facelift; 
Suzuki Vitara 

Lexus RX 

THE Lexus RX mid-size SUV is set to grow 
thanks to the arrival of the smaller NX. The 
RX can now undo its belt and offer more space 
and a definite place at the large SUV table, 
with the brand’s latest jagged-edge design 
language including a unique C-pillar treatment. 
Performance-altering changes include a much 
stiffer chassis, and a 3.5-litre V6 petrol engine 
with or without an electric motor. It’s due to 
land in Australian showrooms in early 2016. 


July 2015 


Toyota 

Mazda 

Hyundai 

Holden 

Ford 

Mitsubishi 

Nissan 

Volkswagen 

Subaru 

Mercedes-Benz 


16,840 

9356 

8511 

7895 

5747 

5189 

4937 

4908 

3354 

3052 


Kia 

BMW 

Jeep 

Audi 

Isuzu Ute 

Suzuki 

Renault 

Land Rover 

Lexus 

Volvo 


2725 

2041 

1760 

1760 

1536 

1384 

1101 

1066 

746 

432 
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Keep it short and sweet (no more than 200 words) and please include your suburb 
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► LETTER OF THE MONTH 
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MAGNIFIQUE 

ROBBO is not alone in being in 
awe of the DS. In 1963 1 bought 
an ID19 (the DS’s cheaper 
cousin, for I couldn’t afford 
a DS). But all the important 
bits were there; the wonderful 
shape, hydraulic suspension, disc 
brakes up front, and under your 


right foot was a six-inch button 
shaped like a mushroom that 
was the brake 'pedal’. 

Citroen should commission 
Richard Ferlazzo [Holden design 
director] to do an EFIGY-type 
revival of the DS23: modern 
engines, eight-speed gearbox, 
plus all the mod-cons of 
the day. It would be great 
if it was built with quality 


and reliability in mind (dare we 
expect a seven-year warranty? 

- my original ID19 only had six 
months!). 

An inspired design by Richard 
of a modern DS23 would set the 
world on fire. 

Mai Cunningham, Mount Tamborine, Qld 

Ed's note: Your wish is our 
command. We put your idea to 


Richard Ferlazzo and here’s what 
Richard said: 

“As Peter knows, I am a great 
admirer of the DS, as any car 
designer would be. 

“Frankly, the DS doesn’t 
need any help but I have often 
mused over the idea of a Custom 
DS, EFIJY style. Chopped roof, 
extended body and billet 
wheels - voila!” 



DREAM MACHINE 

ANY reader who thinks that 
autonomous cars will one day 
feature on our roads is dreaming. 

Why? The very first time one 
of these things skittles a child, a 
mother pushing a pram, a cyclist 
or a pensioner, the media hoo-ha 
will be so great that nothing will 
ever remedy the damage this 
will do to whatever positives 
these things might bring. 

Most importantly, though, 
seconds after this tragic event 
every lawyer this side of the 
black stump will be launching 
forward to sue the manufacturer 
of not only the car but also the 
control system and everybody 
else even remotely involved 
with sanctioning this technology. 


including the responsible 
government authority. 

For better or for worse, that is 
the world we nowadays live in. 

Jim Thorn, Cotton Tree, Qld 

TIME MACHINE 

THAT Sports Car World title 
(HO Down the Hume, Classic 
Wheels, September) may be 
long-departed, but the legendary 
status appropriated to the Ford 
product from that photo wiU 
endure forever. 

In a similar vein. Bill Tuckey 
once mentioned that Ford’s 
advertisement after the 1969 
Bathurst 500 tyre debacle (right) 
regained all the kudos the 
company had lost that day. 

Anyway, I was prompted to 



Ford’s advert 
after the 
1969 Bathurst 
tyre debacle 
regained all 
the kudos 
they had lost 
that day 


26 wheelsmag.com.au 




Letter of the month prize 


Write & win 


How could we go past Mai Cunningham, whose 
letter about designing a modern Citroen DS got 
Holden design chief Richard Ferlazzo as excited 
as us. So thank you, Mai, and please accept a free 
one-year subscription to Wheels. 


Cars and 
Coffee was a 
victim of its 
own success, 
but will 
return 


extract the copy of the SCW 
magazine from my archives and, 
like all gripping yarns, I found 
myself engrossed in that Hume 
escapade all over again. 

Eric Waples, Albion Park, NSW 

BRIGHT SPARK 

SENATOR Kim Carr’s opinion 
of fully electric vehicles (Back 
in the Carr game, August), as he 
begrudgingly refers to them, 
is like a scalded child, and 
his knowledge of other ‘new 
technologies’ such as hydrogen 
fuel cell vehicles is either naive 
or misinformed. 

Citing the coUapse of one 
slightly dubious charging 
and battery swap business as 
an indicator that EVs were 
overhyped ignores the successful 
charging infrastructure 
established in this country. 

As chargers need cars, an 
incentive or inducement to 
buy more expensive EVs would 
go some way to aiding further 
the establishment of this 
infrastructure. Australia has no 
such incentives, as exist in other 
markets around the world. 

Regarding hydrogen. Senator 
Carr says he would like to see 
Australia trade on its very 
substantial reserves. Hydrogen 
is the most abundant element 
in the universe, but it is locked 
up in natural gas, coal or water, 
among other things. Releasing it 
means plundering those reserves 
and, for gas and coal at least, 
that means substantial releases 


FLAT WHITE 

THIS was going to be about 
the travesty that was the 
cancellation of the Cars and 
Coffee event held on the first 
Sunday of the month at the 



of C02 - a bit like some other 
fossil fuels on which we are 
currently obliged to run our cars. 

John Bird, Brunswick, Vic 

ROOTED? 

SOME people ‘jailbreak’ their 
iPhone/iPad or ‘root’ (yes, that 
is what it’s called) their Android 
device, and some do their own 
servicing and work on their car. 

I recently installed a dash-cam 
that came with a hard-wire kit 
that connects with the cockpit 
fusebox of my Mercedes-Benz 
ML320. However, I inadvertently 
shorted out the car’s Comand 
infotainment unit, which could 
then only be operated via the 
steering wheel controls. To fix 
it, the unit had to be removed, 
powered down for 30 seconds, 
then reinstalled. 

Picture something similar 
happening to a complicated 
autonomous driving machine 
where a self-servicing owner fails 
to discover an electrical issue 
with any one of the numerous 
safety devices. Even worse, a 
vehicle with autonomous issues 
may be sold on to an unwitting 
buyer who assumes everything 
still works. If it doesn’t? Ouch, 
both physically and financially. 

Lyndon Mallinson, Gilston, Qld 


Cavallino restaurant in 
Terrey Hills, about 
which Michael Stahl 
recently wrote. But 
befort? putting 
finger to keyboard I 
discovered another 
event. Machines & 
Macchiatos, held 
on the third Sunday 
of the month at 
Clontarf Reserve, 
has also been put to 
the sword. Two great 
car-related events on 
Sydney’s northern beaches 
cancelled withiii a month of 
each other. What gives? 

Malcilni McEwofi, Nlti Turramuppa, NSW 

Ed’s note: Cars and Coffee was 
a victim of its own success, 
Malcolm, but will return, just not 
as you know it. Organisers say 
it will now be held twice a year 
at a new venue yet to be decided, 
with the first taking place at the 
end of November. Machines & 
Macchiatos, meanwhile, lives on at 
a new venue in Lily field. 


NOT SO BONZER 

AS A Queensland limousine 
operator, it is not just the taxi 
industry being hurt by Uber 
(Forget Uber, meet Bonzer, August). 

All operators have to abide by 
laws to ensure our vehicles are 
road legal and checked every 
six months. We also have to have 
commercial insurance for the 
vehicle, and liability insurance to 
cover the passengers and driver. 
A person driving for Uber does 
not have to do either. 

Yes, some taxi drivers give the 
industry a bad name, but more 
are very good at what they do, 
and do things by the book. Why 
should they be affected by Uber? 

You claim Uber is the way 
of the future, like it or not. 

WeU, I can tell you it’s very 
close to being outlawed here in 
Queensland. I do like the concept 
behind Uber, but it needs to 
be operated the correct way 
by using the existing transport 
options out there. 

lain Head, via emaii 


I installed a dash-cam and 
shorted out the Merc s 
infotainment unit 









Conditional love 

WHY would an electr^L- 
car lover choose by buy 
an i3 with range-exlErnder 
lathei than wirhoul? 

Tom Mo lough ney (above) 
f]gLLred he's likely drive 
more electric- powered 
miles if he didn't have to 
worry about range anxiety. 
He estimates 95 percent of 
the 10,000km covered by 
his 13 R£x in the past year 
has been using electricity, 
mudi of it provided by the 
? ,SkW solar array on his 
home's roof 


It*s obvious from reading his stuff that Tom is 


SOME CARS NEED A TOM MOLOUGHNEY. YOU’VE NEVER HEARD OF HIM, AND 
rVE NEVER MET HIM, BUT MANY REGARD THIS BURLY LOOKING AMERICAN AS 
‘THE MAN’ WHEN IT COMES TO THE BMW i3. 


an intelligent and honest type 


ir anyone can convince you that driving electric 
is perfectly practical, even enjoyable, it’s him. But 
he’s also able to describe every flaw and fault of 
this magazine's reigning Car of the Year. 

Moloughney is both advocate and analyst^ but 
this description makes hiin sound like some kind 
of a cross between lawyer and psychotherapist. In 
reality, he's a blogger. And the owner of an Italian 
restaurant in Montclair, New Jersey^ up in the 
north-east comer of the USA about ^Okm west of 
New York City. 

I've got no idea if he can personally put 
together a great pasta sauce or spin pizza dough 
like a pro, but it*s obvious from reading his stuff 
that he’s an inteUigent and honest type, with a 
naturcd talent for good, plain writing. 

“*1 was interested in alternative- fuel vehicles. 


After the Mini E program, Moloughney signed 
up for the ActiveE in 2012. This was another 
lease-only trial special, but with a more advanced 
electric drivetrain installed in a BMTA'' 1 Series. 

Theix, in 2014, he bought the purpose- designed 
electric car BMW had been planning to build all 
along, the i3. He chose the version wilb range 
extender, had it wrapped in red paint and fitted 
a custom number plate that delivers a succinct 
message: 'EF OPEC’, 

The unmistakable authority' of Moloughney’s 
blogging is a result of vast firsthand experience. 
Over more than five years in three plug-in cars, 
he's racked up more than 250,000km of electric 
driving, including 40,000km in his first year 
with the i3. It’s been a Learning journey for 
Moloughney, who’s made himself into a bona fide 


and I knew 1 wanted to reduce my personal 
consumption of oil, but I really had no idea if 
rd tike driving electric or if the industry would 
actually be making and selling electric cars 
anytime soon,” is how Moloughney explains w'hy 
he applied to join the Mini-E lease program in 
2009. The owner of the Mini brand, BMW, was 
preparing to produce an electric car, and w'anted 
to build up a sohd base of real-world data with the 
help of real-world users and a worldivide fleet of 
500 converts d-to-electiic Mini Coopers. 

The vehicle he owned at that time was a Toyota 
Tacoma, a fulUslze American pick-up that he still 
uses occasionally for moving big refrigerators 
and clearing snow from his restaurants 
car park in winter. The guy likes 
driving, too. An earlier choke had 
been a Porsche Boxster. 


electric driving expert, and the person who knows 
the i3 better than anyone outside of BMW. 

He criticises the car without fear, but 
Moloughney’s passion for electric cars in general 
and his BMW in particular is plain. 

Anyone thinking of making the switch to 
an electric car will have many questions, and 
Moloughney’s bmwB.blogspoLcom is a great place 
to find very good answers. 
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StephenCOlby 

THE UBER PERSONALITY TEST ^ 


!/ 




HOW DO YOU KNOW IF YOU^RE AN ARSEHOLE? UNLIKE BAD BREATH, IT^S 
SOMETHING EVEN YOUR CLOSEST FRIENDS ARE LOATH TO POINT OUT BECAUSE... 
WELL, YOU^RE AN ARSEHOLE, SO YOUTL PROBABLY BE A JERK ABOUT IT. 


Sure, the odd stranger will tell you; bouncers 
are quite fearless about doing this, but they tend 
to do it when you’re drunk, so you don’t take them 
seriously, and what would they know anyway? 

Fortunately, modern technology has come 
up with an arsehole test, one that’s pretty 
well infallible and involves your persona and 
behaviour being judged by a group of random 
strangers who get to meet and evaluate a lot of 
people every day as part of their job. It’s called 
Uber and, if there’s even a lingering doubt in 
your mind that you might have some dislikeable, 
arrogant or rude personal traits, you should try it. 

Uber is, of course, the Tide-sharing’ app that 
allows you to pay punters to drive you around 


brother-in-law, who is the kind of prize jerk who 
treats all serving staff as if they’re something a 
dog has left on the street that’s become affixed 
to his expensive loafer. 

“My sister put him onto Uber, and he loved 
the idea that it was a bit cheaper than getting 
cabs, so he was right into it,” reported my 
driver, who looked a bit like The Dude from 
The Big Lehowski. “But I warned her that he was 
going to get found out. Sure enough, he lasted 
two weeks and they shut down his account. So 
my sister told him, ‘See, this is because you’re 
an arsehole to people; this is what you get’. I 
think it was a wake-up call for him. Well, I hope 
it was.” 


If an Uber driver’s marks stay low for too long, 


they’re out of a job. Simple, and brilliant 


in their private vehicles - a service that Wheels 
recently had a crack at in the form of Bonzer. 

You might even know that part of Uber’s genius 
is that you get to rate your driver after you get 
out of their car, just as you would rate a seller on 
eBay. If their driving is erratic, they can’t follow 
the directions their phone is giving them, they 
listen to too much Alan Jones, or they smell like 
the outdoor pokie room at your local dive, you 
might choose to rate them one star out of five. 

If a driver consistently averages below three 
stars, he or she will be asked by Uber to explain 
why they should get to keep their licence. If their 
marks stay low for too long, they’re out of a job. 
Simple, and brilliant. 

What you probably don’t know is that the Uber 
drivers are also asked to rate you, as a passenger, 
using the same simple star system. So if you treat 
them like dirt, have loud conversations on your 
mobile phone about what a loser your Uber driver 
is, or simply pretend they don’t exist because 
they’re beneath you, your average rating will 
quickly fall below three stars as well. Keep up the 
bad work and, boom, you’re out. Uber will cancel 
your account and you simply won’t be allowed to 
use the service any more, purely because you’re 
an arsehole. 

An Uber driver explained this to me recently 
and admitted he’d seen it happen - to his 


Uber didn’t set out to create a system of trial 
by personality, judged by randomly selected 
peers, but by accident, grace or whatever, it has 
succeeded. 

So, are you game to take a ride? 


JERK 
ALERT 


/, 


/ 


TAXI 

Let’s get appy 

THERE are many ways to 
make your regular taxi driver 
angry - ask him to tune into 
a non-talkback station, take a 
short fare from the airport - 
but nothing works better than 
this question: “What do you 
think of Uber?” 

You can understand why it 
makes them insane. They’ve 
gone through at least half an 
hour of special taxi-driving 
training in how to ride the 
brakes and avoid showers at 
all times, and many of them 
have paid a fortune for their 
taxi plates and licences. 

But why doesn’t the industry 
respond? Why not set up an 
app that’s as good as Uber, and 
let customers rate cab drivers 
on their performance? 

You can bet that would cull 
a few from the herd pretty 
damn sharpish. 
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FOUND MYSELF SITTING WITH FERRARI DESIGN DIREGTOR FLAVIO MANZONI 
AT DINNER REGENTLY, ME ALL JANGLY NERVES AHEAD OF THE 488 GTB DRIVE, 
MANZONI ALL BIG-EYED ENTHUSIASM. 


Fortuitously, Manzoni enjoys polishing his 
English with journalists like me whose Italian 
starts at uno and ends at cappuccino. It’s handy 
for him at work because his clay modelling team 
are all Brits and speak no Italian. I love that; all 
that Mediterranean romance and there’s a bloke 
called Bob shaving away at a lump of earth. 

Anyway, we’re sitting in a swish room inside 
Maranello’s factory gates, elevated over a street 
named Via Kimi Raikkonen; a little hideaway that 
was once Luca Montezemolo’s. So significantly 
loaded with context. 

I ask if there’s a tangible difference since 
Sergio Marchionne ousted Montezemolo. 

“Yes,” replies Manzoni after careful thought. 
“Montezemolo was an aesthete, and he would 


determined that Ferrari should “dare more” 
in future, to stop looking back so much as the 
company sometimes did under Montezemolo. 

He cites the California. 

Manzoni says he prefers to respect past glories 
while looking forward, pointing to La Ferrari’s 
echo of the famed 1960s ‘Sharknose’ FI car as an 
example. We’ll see an all-new face on the next 
all-new Ferrari, he promises. 

Next morning, I’m climbing from the 488 after 
lapping Fiorano and Manzoni walks over. “How 
is it?” he asks, genuinely inquisitive; it turns 
out he hasn’t even driven the car he bloody well 
designed! “Raffaele!” calls Manzoni to Ferrari’s 
ace test driver. “Can I get some laps?” Head 
test driver Raffaele De Simone’s shoulders and 


I’m curious why the headlights are so 


similar to the Italia’s. Manzoni visibly slumps 


Space cadets 

WHEN you draw actual 
supercars for a living, what do 
you doodle for fun? 

Flavio Manzoni has a passion 
for science fiction, so he 
created this Ferrari-inspired 
spaceship with the help of his 
colleagues at Maranello. 

There’s a deliberate nod 
to Fa Ferrari (outer fins and 
front splitter), its track-only 
FXX K counterpart (upswept 
tail fins) and the Scuderia's 
FI car’s radiator pods in the 
spaceship’s flanks. 

Manzoni says it was an 
exercise to help focus his 
team on the future rather 
than the past. 


really examine every detail of the car. Marchionne 
is more of a bigger-picture guy, but still has great 
taste. Sometimes it’s good to have a change to 
solve problems with the company.” 

The 488 GTB was, of course, conceived under 
Montezemolo's reign. 

Manzoni describes the challenge of designing 
within Ferrari’s exacting aerodynamic 
requirements - “the relationship between form 
and function, I have never experienced anything 
like it; Matteo and the aero guys, they drove 
us crazy!” - and his excitement at realising 
that the turbos packaged either side of the 
new V8 demanded a wider track, providing the 
mechanical footprint for extra visual muscle. 

Manzoni had to retain the 458 Italia’s roof 
and glasshouse, but had freer rein elsewhere. 

So I’m curious why the headlights are so similar 
to the Italia’s. Manzoni visibly slumps. “We had 
the biggest fight with Montezemolo about the 
headlights,” he sighs. “He wanted something 
recognisable, a family face, but it means all the 
cars have this same design. I wanted something 
more radical, to move the family look on.” 

Clearly, the boss won, but Manzoni says he’s 


face emote a Tove to, but we’re really busy’ 
helplessness. I tell Manzoni I’ve got to go and 
drive his car on the road. He understands. I leave 
him standing there. It feels almost unfair. 

Flavio, mate, your car’s brilliant; hope you’ve 
had a steer by now! 
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Jaguar X 


DRIVES 


Second-gen XF looks set to bolster 
Jaguar’s ‘driver’s car’ reputation 




THERE’S a time for revolution. That time 
FIRST for Jaguar was 2007, when Ian Callum’s 


OVERSEAS boldly styled XF set the tone for a rebellious, 
DRIVE I resurgent brand. Now, the second-generation 
XF sets out to prove it can beat ‘difficult 
second- album syndrome’. 

The success of that first XF enabled Jaguar to build 
the smaller XE. Ironically, that has given the XF a 
new and clearer identity. It’s no longer the entry-level 
Jaguar chasing buyers across segments; the XE now 
stalks BMW 3 Series buyers, leaving the XF to hone in 
on the 5 Series and Mercedes-Benz E-Class. 


\ 

. \ 
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The exterior may look like 
Galium has been lazy, but XF 
version 2.0 reflects the company’s 
progress since ’07. “We needed to 
jump 40 years with the original 
XF,” Galium says. “This car is more 
evolution, not revolution ... we 
need people to see the car and 
know it’s a Jaguar.” 

The XF looks bigger, but it will 
actually fit in a smaller parking 
space. The wheelbase is 51mm 
longer, but at 4954mm the new 
car is 7mm shorter. Overhangs 
have been reduced, while a more 
upright nose and lower ride height 
deliver strong presence. 

The wheelbase growth 
translates into greater cabin 
space, immediately apparent the 
instant you slide into the XF. In 
the back, there’s more knee, leg 
and headroom, and it’s far easier 
to climb in and out of, feeling 
more like a shrunken XJ than a 
long XE. There’s also a 540-litre 
boot to match the best in class. 

The XF scores Jaguar’s latest 
infotainment system, with an 
optional 10.2-inch touchscreen 
(called ‘In Gontrol Touch Pro’) 
complete with crisp digital 


navigation to cover the entire 
cluster. It offers customisation, 
finger- swiping and even the 
ability to unlock the XF via 
smartphone. The bad news? 

You’ll have to wait until mid-next 
year for it, as it won’t be in cars 
built before December. 

Meanwhile, the XF’s signature 
rising gear selector remains, as 
do the folding air-vents. Sadly, the 
standard 8.0-inch centre screen 
has pushed the air-vents higher, 
so the middle ones don’t fold 
- only the outer vents do, and they 
look cheap and last-minute, at 
odds with the rest of the interior’s 
premium feel. 

Our test car is an R-Sport, which 
sits above the entry-level Prestige 
but below the Portfolio and 
flagship S. Australian specs and 
pricing are yet to be confirmed. 

Of the five drivetrains 
offered, we’re testing the new 
132kW/430Nm ‘Ingenium’ 2.0-litre 
four-cylinder common-rail turbo- 
diesel - the only new powerplant, 
as the rest of the range uses carry- 
over engines for now - linked to 
an eight-speed automatic. 

The Ingenium leaves the 


It’s well-mannered and doesn’t 
sound at all like a diesel. While 
there’s some lag, it pulls strongly 
and smoothly from 1750rpm, 
producing a gruff, but far from 
unpleasant note. 

With this more efficient engine 
and a body that is 190kg lighter 
- it’s 75 percent aluminium 
and 28 percent stiffer - fuel 
consumption drops from 5.2 to 
4.3L/100km while cutting the 
claimed O-lOOkm/h sprint by 
four-tenths to 8.1sec. 

Engine refinement is 
complemented by a well- 
insulated cabin and a 
transmission that’s smooth but 
can’t quite keep up with your 
fingers when you’re flicking 
the wheel-mounted paddle- 
shifters, even in the Dynamic 
driving mode. 

Our R-Sport test car runs 
firmer passive dampers on the 
same double-wishbone front 
suspension and integral-link 
rear as the brilliant XE. The 
result is just as convincing. On 
20-inch alloys, the XF soaks up 
bumps and stays as composed 
as a Beefeater regardless of the 


axle’s standard torque vectoring. 

The XF is supremely balanced, 
and its electric steering (also 
taken from XE) delivers ample 
feedback and accuracy, despite 
being quite heavily weighted. 

A rare weakness in our test car 
was the brakes. After a strong 
push on a downhill run, the pedal 
became long, and they’re not the 
strongest-biting of anchors. Still, 
they’re progressive enough for 
smooth, clean driving. 

The other area that will test the 
Jag’s real-world competitiveness 
is the safety battle. The XF will 
come with auto emergency 
braking standard, and optional 
kit will include lane departure 
warning and lane assist, as well 
as adaptive cruise with ‘Queue 
Assist’; essentially a semi- 
autonomous mode. While it’s up 
to date, it will face a tough battle 
against the 2016 E-Glass, set to be 
Mercedes’ techno tour de force. 

Without confirmed prices, 
it’s difficult to say how hard the 
XF will punch when it lands in 
December. Regardless, like a 
brilliant follow-up album, this 
car cements Jaguar’s talent. 



surface below, helped by the rear 


instrumentation that enables 


DAMION SMY 


PLUS & 
MINUS 


Delay for the premium infotainment; pricing still to be confirmed 


Model Jaguar XF R-Sport 
Engine 1999cc 4cyl, dohc, 16v, TO 
Max power 132kW @ 4000rpm 
Max torque 430Nm @ 1750-2500rpm 
Transmission 8-speed automatic 
Weight 155510^^ 

0-100km/h 8.1senctaTmed) 

Economy 4.3L/100km (EU) 

Price $89,000 (estimated) 

"On sate December 




The ‘sixth window’ (behind the 
rear doors) is a design element 
that was used by Holden on the 
VK Commodore back in 1984 
to make it appear larger. It has 
the same effect on the new- 
generation XF, while letting 
extra light into the cabin to 
make it feel more spacious. 


The XF’s body is shorter, lower 
and more aerodynamic (Cd of 
0.26 compared to the previous 
0.29). It’s 75 percent aluminium 
and also features magnesium 
and boron steel. A full side 
panel weighs a mere 6kg, the 
entire body structure 282kg. 


LED headlights are an option, 
enabling a thinner design, while 
the tail-lights feature the hoops 
of the F-Type (itself inspired by 
the E-Type). Ian Galium loves the 
off-centre twin exhaust pipes, a 
nod to the 1960s Jaguar Mkll. 




BMW 520d 

$82, 900 


SVELTE Beemer delivers 
140kW/400Nm; on par with 
the XF. But its cabin isn’t as 
ornate, there’s no digital 
instrumentation and it 
doesn’t ride as well. 



Mercedes E250 GDI 

■ $99,400 


COMES with a 2.1-litre 
twin-turbo diesel good for 
150kW/500Nm and 7.5sec 
to lOOkm/h. Optional air 
suspension provides a 
class-leading ride. 



what’s new, 
pussycat?__^^B 


yAK E a moment to ■ 
consider Just how 
important this car is for 
Jaguar. The 2007 XF was 
a style leader and visual 
stunner, but it relied 
heavily on components 
from the slow-selling 
S-Type (below), itself 
based on Ford’s 
DEW98 platform that 
underpinned the Lincoln 
LS and the forgotten 
2000-05 Ford Thunderbird. 
The S-Type hit showrooms 
in 1999, which makes this 
car the first genuinely 
new Jag into the segment 
this century. In fact. 

Jaguar says 83 percent is 
unique, and that includes 
when put up against the 
smaller XE that uses a 
shorter version of the 
same platform, as well 
as suspension and 
steering components. 
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Faster and more frugal; great driveline; seven seats standard; style 


HEb! Volvo XC90 D5 Inscription 
EnDine 1969cc 4cyl, dohc, 16v, TTD 
Mm power 165kW @ 4250rpni 
Mm tcr-qye 470Nm @ 1750-2500rpni 
Trons!!i9ss[ 8-speed automatic 
Wei! 1970kg 
Q-iQ0i(n 7.8sec (claimed) 

Econo 6.2L/100km 
Price $96,950 
in Now 


PLUS & 
MINUS 


Average dynamics with below-par handling; German-level price 


Volvo XC90 


Never mind the dynamics, stylish Swede a design of the times 



THIS is a new era for 
Volvo. Car companies 
often wax lyrical about 
new dawns, but the 
XC90 is off a slate that’s 
as clean as they come. It’s 
Volvo’s first completely new 
post-Ford product, ushering in a 
new platform, a new generation 
of engines and fresh design 
language under former VW 
designer Thomas Ingenlath. 

With a starting price of $89,950, 
the new XC90 is $20K more 
expensive than its predecessor. 
The most popular model is 
expected to be the $96,950 
Inscription D5 (about 60 percent 
of sales), which is the mid-spec 
model, rides on 20-inch alloys, 
has a leather interior and can be 
identified by its chrome grille. 

D is for diesel, with a 2.0- 
litre twin-turbo four-cylinder 
delivering 165kW and 470Nm, 
an increase of 18kW and 50Nm 
on its predecessor. It develops 
maximum torque at 200rpm 


fewer revs (1700rpm) while using 
a whopping 2.6L/100km less fuel 
(now 6.2L/100km), helped by 
being up to 125kg lighter. 

This sole diesel variant features 
an Aisin eight-speed automatic 
developed specifically to match 
Volvo’s new engine family, and 
fifth-generation Haldex all-wheel 
drive. But it struggles to match the 
equally new Audi Q7 3.0 TDl for 
grunt or economy. 

Like the Q7, though, the XC90’s 
cabin reeks of expense, with 
stunning attention to detail. All- 
round vision is excellent, as are 
the crisp digital instruments. 

Volvo designed the dashboard 
around a superb 9.0-inch centre 
touchscreen, which helped the 
designers de-clutter down to eight 
physical buttons. The stalks are 
solid and feel premium, and the 
steering wheel has the rest of the 
menu at your fingertips. Add the 
optional head-up display and it’s 
tough to beat. 

To start the car, you turn a 


nicely textured knob in the 
centre console next to the 
gear lever. 

At idle the engine is smooth 
and quiet, and on the road you 
wouldn’t know it’s a diesel from 
its grunty sounds, but you do 
from the strong torque. 

The eight-speed auto shifts 
seamlessly and response is good, 
though kickdown is far too slow 
to be called sporty. 

Our test car rides on standard 
20-inch Michelin-shod alloys and 
is equipped with the optional 
($3600) air suspension. Don’t 
bother ticking this box; while 
it gives the XC90 a cloud-like 
primary ride, it’s sharped-edged 
over bumps and robs the vehicle 
of any composure. 

Volvo talks up the compliance 
offered by the double-wishbone 
front end and the integral-axle 
rear end - which provides a 
larger boot (2427 litres in total) 
and genuine space for adults in 
the third row - but there’s far 


too much head-toss and constant 
input required of the steering, 
even in a straight line, with the 
soggy air set-up. It’s far better on 
the standard ‘Touring’ springs, 
yet still lacks composure. And 
that head-toss, while lessened, 
remains. There’s also too much 
nose-lift under throttle, and too 
much dive under brakes. 

Change of direction is also 
a moot point, with plenty of 
bodyroll, even for a large SUV. 

The steering weights-up oddly 
and its lack of consistency is a 
menace on winding roads. At least 
around town the previous model’s 
stadium-sized turning circle 
has shrunk to 11.8m, which is 
reasonable for a 4950mm-long SUV. 

Loaded with nine airbags, the 
plush XC90 cocoons families in 
cotton wool and, while there’s too 
much road noise to achieve class- 
leading refinement, the overall 
execution is pleasant. So it’s a hit, 
but not quite a knockout. 

DAMION SMY 
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NO LAPSE OF LUXURY 


TACTILE STYLE 


HOLY ROLLERS 


BMW X 5 xDrive 25d 

I $89, 


Note to self 

“PILOT Assist is the first 
step towards autonomous 
driving,” Volvo senior 
product manager Lars 
Lagstrom tells Wheels. 

“The car will accelerate, 
brake and steer - as long 
as you have a lead vehicle 
in front of you, and you 
are between the white 
lines, the car will drive 
. . . you only have to have 
a hand on the steering 
wheel.” Lagstrom explains 
that, by law, the driver 
must have a hand on 
the wheel, as you are 
ultimately responsible. 
The system, part of the 
$4000 optional Driver 
Support Package, works 
at up to 50km/h. 


OR TRY 
THESE.. 


Interior surfaces, fit and finish 
are all top -shelf, making for a 
truly premium-feeling cabin. 
Perforated leather seats are 
six-way adjustable (with 
electronically adjustable 
bolsters). Cool design touches 
include a rimless centre mirror. 


Nine-inch touchscreen 
performs like a tablet. You 
swipe its menus, which are 
simple and intuitive, and the 
‘haptic touch* means it still 
functions if it*s tapped with 
only a fingernail or if you’re 
wearing gloves. 


Wheel sizes begin at 19 inches 
on the Momentum (which can 
be downsized to 18s for no 
cost) and move up to 20s on 
the Inscription pictured here. 
There are upgrades available if 
you must; the R-Design offers 
whopping 22s for a hefty $3825. 


NEW platform, new look, stunning 
cabin; the Q7 is mighty impressive. 
TheS.OTDI is more powerful 
(200kW), quicker (0-100km/h 
in6.5sec) and uses less fuel 
(5.9L/100km), with sharp dynamics 
and stunning quality. It does cost 
more than the Swede, though. 


STILL arguably the dynamic 
benchmark of the class. It has 
similar power and uses slightly less 
fuel than the Volvo, but it’s not quite 
as fast and comes with only five 
seats. You’ll also pay for items the 
XC90 has standard, such as LED 
headlights and 20-inch alloys. 



Boot technically little larger than sedan’s; firm ride in Comfort mode 


Sound from its engine and exhaust; handling; performance; styling 


Mercedes-AMG C63 S Estate 

3982CC V8 (88°), dohc, 32v, twin-turbo 

375kW @ 55GG-6258rpm 

7G0Nm @ 175G-45GGppm 

7-speed automatic 

1725kg 

4.1sec (ciaimed) 

8.7L/1GGkm 
$157,488 
Now 


Model! 
Engine 
Max power, 
Max torque 
Transmission 
Weight 
G-IGGkm/h, 
Economy 
Price 
Gn sate 


Mercedes-AMG C63 S Estate 


For when you really want to get loaded, quickly 



WE’RE not suggesting 
there is the prospect of 
an abrupt end to the 
luxury-SUV boom, but 
local C-Class wagon sales 
have increased nearly 
seven-fold in the past decade. 

This version is the C63 S 
AMG Estate, which is again 
loaded to the gunwales with 
such credibility that a roof-pod 
accessory is almost mandatory. 
We’ve already driven the sedan 
at Bathurst and declared it yet 
another progressive step for the 
brand’s biggest-selling AMG line; 
this is our first taste on local roads 
of the more practical version. 

While boot volume increases 
by five litres to 490 (beneath the 
luggage cover) over the previous 
model, the cubic capacity of C63’s 
V8 engine drops significantly 
from 6.2 to 4.0 litres. A pair of 
single-scroll turbochargers nestle 
between the angled banks of 
cylinders to ensure performance 
and efficiency both improve. 


though the wagon’s additional 
75kg mass costs it a tenth in 
acceleration (4.1sec to lOOkm/h) 
and economy (8.7L/100km) 
against the G63 S sedan. 

Our thinking is that the Estate’s 
extra helping of sheetmetal 
makes it the more attractive of 
the current G-Glass body styles, 
even if that’s unlikely to grow 
the percentage of wagon buyers 
beyond a tenth of G63 sales. 

There’s also no discernible 
deformity in the handling after 
the transition from shrink- 
wrapped limo to load-hauler. That 
deft balance makes the Estate just 
as easy to guide at a significant 
pace along a challenging road. 

The steering is quick, and better 
than the rack in the AMG GT. It’s 
more consistently fluid regardless 
of speed and offers more feel 
when searching out the adhesion 
levels of the 19 -inch Michelin Pilot 
Super Sports. It’s not a challenge 
to get the power down early, and 
when grip levels are breached 


Sport and Sport Plus modes allow 
some minor slip angle before the 
electronics rein in the torque 
with a degree of subtlety. 

AMG’s wagon does not feel as 
balletically light on its feet as 
the company’s new super-coupe, 
of course. Yet the chassis still 
copes effortlessly with aggressive 
weight transfers, and the 
dampers synchronise with the 
road surface more effectively. The 
suspension can still thump over 
surface joins in Gomfort, and a 
less firm ride in this mode would 
help perfect the G63 AMG’s dual- 
purpose directive. 

We can’t think of anything 
we’d change about the hand-built 
4.0-litre twin-turbo V8, though. 
There’s an extra 50Nm compared 
with its twin under the long- 
snouted GT S, essentially to deal 
with the G63’s extra weight. 

The wagon requires even 
less accelerator pedal travel 
to generate speeds that are 
comically quick for a load-lugger. 


Throttle response is generally 
terrific, with Sport Plus making 
the engine feel least like a 
turbocharged unit. Or sound like 
one. Open the taps - as well as 
the flaps in the exhaust via the 
sportier modes, or a dedicated 
exhaust button - and glorious, 
guttural noises are unleashed in 
tandem with pops and bangs. 

The multi-clutch seven-speed 
auto is remarkably alert and 
responsive, especially in Sport Plus. 
Operate the paddles and you’ll find 
third gear can tackle a winding 
road almost single-handedly, its 
wonderful elasticity capable of 
ranging from urban tootling to 
instant-licence-loss velocity. 

Top speed is lOkm/h down 
on the sedan’s 290km/h, though 
Estate buyers will settle for the 
compensation of more convenient 
rear access. Yet both share the 
G-Glass’s benchmark interior, 
while managing to elevate the G63 
nameplate to even loftier heights. 

JEZ SPINKS 
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Doctoring the C63 

BENZ transformed the C63 
Estate into the official FI 
Medical Car with a few 
mods. Engineers tweaked 
the suspension to take 
into account the extra 
weight of the emergency 
equipment plus three 
to four occupants, 
including the FI A’s head 
physician. They each sit 
in sports buckets with 
six-point belts. Braking 
performance is boosted 
with 402mm ceramic 
composite front discs that 
would add $9900 to your 
bill. There’s also a radio 
system and of course a 
flashing LED light-bar on 
the roof. 


Standard Performance seats 
(a bucket-style design with 
backrest-integrated headrests) 
bring ultimate body-hugging 
capability through electrically 
adjustable bolstering for both 
thigh and side lumbar. 


Edition 1 package (not pictured) 
costs $7900 and brings a raft of 
exterior and interior garnishing 
laced predominantly with red, 
along with matte-black alloys, 
carbonfibre trim and various 
pieces of stitching. 


If you happen to tire of the C63’s 
twin-turbo V8 soundtrack, its 
standard Burmester audio 
system pumps 590 watts 
through 13 speakers via a 
nine-channel digital sound 
processing amplifier. 



Audi RS4 Avant 

I $151,010 j 


HIGH-revvmg V8, torque-vectoring 
rear diff and all-paw grip make for 
an entertaining, all-weather family 
performance wagon that saves $8K 
over a C63. The Benz is significantly 
quicker and more communicative, 
though, and RS4’s cabin will look 
dated once new A4 arrives next year. 


Volvo V60 Polestar 

I $102,9901 


WITH fast wagons so thin on the 
ground here, this stylish Swede is 
still one to consider, despite not 
being in the same league as the 
Germans for performance, or price. 
Smooth straight-six turbo sounds 
pleasant and suspension brings 
worthy handling balance. 
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Hyundai Tucson 

Replacement for ix35 is the right car at the right time 



IF YOU were a big fan 
of Hyundai’s ix35 
compact soft-roader, 
and thousands of you 
were, then we’ve got 
some bad news - your car 
no longer exists. 

What we mean is the badge 
is gone, replaced by the global 
nameplate Tucson, and the new 
model has grown so much (65mm 
longer, 30mm wider, 5mm higher, 
with a 30mm-longer wheelbase) 
it’s now classified as a medium- 
size SUV, just like Mazda’s CX-5. 

Hyundai has no immediate 
plans for an entry-level tall-boy, 
so you just need to accept that 
it’s time to grow upwards, and 
outwards, like our TV and mobile 
screens. Mid-size SUVs are what 
everyone wants to buy anyway, 
with the segment now the second- 
largest in Australia - behind 
i30-size small cars - and on track 
to break 140,000 units in 2015. 

The good news is that the 
Tucson is bigger and better 


inside, with prettier plastics, 
more legroom and shoulder room 
front and rear, and an ambience 
(and smell) that’s a good step 
up from the cheap Hyundais of 
old. The rear seats are genuinely 
comfortable enough for adults to 
undertake long distances, and get 
their own air vents. 

Boot size is up 42 litres and 
the Tucson boasts a Smart Power 
Tailgate that opens automatically 
when you approach it “with 
purpose” and with the Smart Key 
in your pocket. We weren’t Smart 
enough to make it work, sadly. 

The exterior design is smoother, 
and its bigger proportions also 
give it a greater sense of presence. 

That feeling of heft carries over 
into the way the Tucson steers, 
handles and rides. The local 
Hyundai boffins have gone to 
almost alarming lengths to tune 
the car for Australian conditions, 
claiming to have built and tested 
162 different dampers. 

The result is an SUV that 


tracks well over rough roads and 
even bush tracks with ease, and 
can also handle being thrown at 
a demanding corner on a winding 
country road. The steering, in 
particular, is a vast improvement 
from anaesthetised Korean 
efforts of old. 

Choose the mid-range Elite 
($38,240) and you get a 1.6-litre 
turbo-petrol from the Veloster 
SR, which replaces the ix35’s 
2.4-litre unit and offers an 
entertaining 130kW/265Nm 
through a smooth seven-speed 
dual-clutch. It provides an 
effortless and planted feel on 
twisty roads and may even take 
the fight to the best in class. 

The model that Hyundai 
believes more than a third of 
Tucson buyers will choose, 
though, is the FWD Active X, 
which costs $30,490 as a manual 
or $32,990 for the six-speed 
automatic we drove. It’s a good 
package for the money, with 
leather seats, an Apple 


CarPlay-compatible 7.0-inch 
screen and plenty of safety fruit, 
but runs an older-tech 2.0-litre 
GDi that makes 121kW and 
203Nm. Both engine and gearbox 
feel and sound like they’re 
working much harder in this spec. 

There are plenty more choices, 
though, with Hyundai offering 
a slightly baffling range of four 
engines, three transmissions and 
two drive combinations. 

The base FWD Active ($27,990) 
will more often sell at $30,490 
with a six-speed auto attached 
to its 2.0-litre atmo MPi engine 
(not on sale until later this year) 
while the range-topping AWD 
Highlander gets the 1.6T ($43,490) 
or a 2.0-litre CRDi diesel with 
136kW and 400Nm ($45,490). 

Hyundai’s commendable focus 
on refinement, quality and driver 
involvement continues apace with 
the new Tucson, and it should 
sell even better than the hugely 
popular, and now defunct, ix35. 

STEPHEN CORBY 



Model Hyundai Tucson Highlander 1.6T 
Engine 1591cc 4cyl, dohc, 16v, turbo 
Max power 130kW @ 5500rpnn 
Max torque 265Nnn @ 1500-4500rpm 
Transmission 7-speed dual-clutch 
Weight 1575kg 

0-100km/h 8.5sec (estimated) 

Economy 7.7L/100km 
Price $43,490 
On saie Now 
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CAR com pan ies are 
preparing to live without 
theextribosh thBf make 
from selling sat-nav, and 
the software updates, 
with Hyundai announcing 
its base Active and Active 
X models will offer access 
to Apple CarPlay and 
Android Auto instead. 

These clever systems 
bring many of your 
smartphone’s features 
into the car, along with 
effective and useful voice 
activation, but perhaps 
the most noticeable one 
is the maps and turn-by- 
turn navigation. 

Up-spec Tucsons still get 
factory sat-nav on their 
bigger eight-inch screens 
(compared to seven), 
though no smartphone 
hook-ups, for now. But you 
can bet Apple CarPlay is 
coming, to these models 
and plenty of others. 


WON our August 2014 SUV 
Megatest by doing just about 
everything well and almost nothing 
badly. Fluid handling, a compliant 
ride and super-effective full-time 
AWD system make swift progress 
a pleasure. Won’t shirk at a bit of 
off-road work, either. Interior isn’t 
brilliant, but functionality rules. 


Mazda CX-5 

$27,190~$50,610 


AT the pointy end of the class in’" 
terms of dynamics, although the 
base petrol 2.0-litre need revs to 
perform. Easy to blow through the 
Tuscon’s price points if you try, 
but a sweet spot is found with the 
torquey Maxx Sport diesel ($39K) 


This is the first production 
Hyundai overseen entirely by 
the company’s design guru 
Peter Schreyer, master crayon 
wielder of Audi TT fame. It’s 
edgy yet elegant. We like. 


Hyundai doesn’t just want its 
cars to drive with a more Euro 
feel, it also wants its doors to 
close like that too. It claims to 
have re-engineered Tucson’s 
door mechanisms for a 
“deeper, more solid thunk”. 


Tucson’s interior presentation 
is a tangible step forward over 
ix35. Materials, design and 
equipment levels all move 
the game forward. The old 
“good... for a Korean car” 
caveat no longer applies. 


Subaru 


Forester 


$29 


$47 


990 


990 
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DRAWN TO IT 




THUNK TANK 


TOUCH POINTS 








Citroen DS3 DStyle ^ 
1199CC 3cyl, dohc, 12v, turbi 
81kW @ SSOOrpm , 

205Nm@ 1500rpmr^ 
6-speed automatic m JU 
1090kg ^ PM 

9.9sec (ciaimed) MmK 
4.7L/100km(EU) 

$30,000 (estimated) 
Eariy2016 


Model 
Engine 
Max ^owep 
Max torque 
Transmission 
Kerb weight 
0-100km/h 
Economy 
Price 
On sale 


r'V 

\ 







\i 


F f f 

f 

1 




Elegant drivetrain; still-funky looks; impressive ride; poised handling 


Citroen DS3 

Quirky hatch gets the drivetrain it deserves 



HALF of all first-generation 
DS3s sold in this country 
were automatics. Yet, 
when Citroen Australia 
learned the recently 
facelifted model retained 
the ancient four-speeder, it 
decided to wait, knowing that a 
six-speeder was in the pipeline. 
Shrewd decision. 

The new automatic brings 
essentially the same seamless 
PSA turbo-triple drivetrain (here 
with 81kW, not 96kW) that so 
impressed the Wheels COTY 
Judges in the Peugeot 308. 

While the old 88kW 1.6-litre 
four-speed auto delivered 
6.7L/100km, the new 1.2-litre 
turbo - on sale early in 2016 - 
slashes this to 4.7L/100km. And, 
despite the lower power output, 
it rips a full second from the 
O-lOOkm/h time to 9.9sec. 

Now the question is, does 
the company wait for another 
restyle that transforms the 
DS3 from a Citroen to the new 


DS brand, or launch it as an 
entry-level Citroen? We know 
the transformation of the DS4 
happens at the Frankfurt show in 
September, and it’s logical for the 
revised DS3 to arrive at the same 
time. For now, nobody is saying. 

Citroen Australia wants to 
launch the DS brand with as many 
models as possible - ideally DS 3, 4 
and 5 - early next year and, given 
the inevitability of the switch, 
it makes no sense to introduce 
the DS3 auto as a Citroen, then 
relaunch just months later as a DS. 

But enough of that; let’s see how 
it drives. 

The new EAT6 transmission is 
a huge improvement over the old 
’box, offering 40 percent quicker 
shifts to really exploit the turbo 
triple’s broad spread of power, with 
max torque from Just ISOOrpm. A 
Sport setting sharpens responses, 
though there are no steering wheel 
paddles to enhance the fun. 

The handling remains agile 
and entertaining, with tight body 


control, while the steering is quick 
and precise, with decent feedback 
and even a hint of front- drive 
tuck-in if you lift off through a 
corner. The ride, too, is impressive 
given the quality of the handling. 

You sit a long way back from the 
windscreen and the pedals are 
offset, which makes the driving 
position feel slightly awkward. 

The dash layout is user-friendly, 
though the column-mounted 
controls for the audio and cruise 
functions are hidden behind the 
steering wheel. 

Compared with younger rivals 
such as the Audi A1 and Mini 
Cooper, the DS3 is beginning 
to show its five-year age in the 
quality of interior materials and 
design. However, adding a decent 
automatic, combined with the 
delights of PSA’s wondrous triple, 
adds a new dimension to the DS3’s 
appeal and easily extends the 
model’s lifecycle until the new- 
generation car arrives in 2018. 

PETER ROBINSON 


Can we have a 
manual? Please? 

IF THE new-drivetrain DS3 
brings an excellent six-speed 
automatic, why not offer 
the triple in manual form 
at an entry-level price? It’s 
a possibility, says Citroen, 
though far less significant to 
the success of the model than 
the launch of the automatic. 

If it comes down to manual 
or auto, but not both, there’s 
really no choice but the 
two-pedal option. 
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Jaguar XE 25t 

Once bitten, twice sharp for Jag s baby sedan 


REMEMBER that famous 
Enzo Ferrari quote about 
buying the engine and 
getting the rest of the car 
thrown in for free? Well, 
there’s a bit of that going on 
with the new XE, but in this 
case you’re paying for a cracking 
chassis rather than an engine. 

Impressively, its technical 
specification reads - and 
ultimately drives - like a sedan 
version of the F-Type: double 
wishbone and Integral Link 
suspension, contained within 
a stiff, aluminium-intensive 
rear-drive platform prioritising 
optimised weight balance, topped 
by a strong, mostly aluminium 
body that’s Jaguar’s most rigid and 
aerodynamic ever. 

In 25t Prestige guise, the result 
is utterly invigorating, thanks to 
the sort of intimate and connected 
electric steering feel you crave 
for but don’t experience from 
rivals today, backed up by agile 
and controlled handling and 


reassuringly planted roadholding 
(on Pirelli P7 225/45R18 rubber). 

We could slide the tail out 
progressively at will, then tuck 
it back in with a neatly lifted 
throttle. The XE simply shrinks 
around you. Attention BMW E36 
328i owners, your long- overdue 
replacement may be here at last. 

Posteriors will also appreciate 
the XE’s civilised and isolating 
ride, providing a gliding quality 
that brings to mind having cake 
and eating it too. 

We can also thank Ford for 
supplying the 25t’s energetic 
177kW 2.0-litre turbo -petrol four, 
paired to ZF’s supernaturally 
seamless eight-speed auto. 
Masking any torque shortfalls 
with the right ratio every time, the 
auto provides rapid off-the-mark 
response, matched by muscular 
thrust throughout the rev range. 

Putting aside the lack of a 
manual ’box and the dashboard’s 
dreary presentation, the real 
own goal against Audi’s 


sophisticated A4 is raiding the 
Land Rover parts bin for the XE’s 
instrumentation (Disco Sport 
digital screen bookended by 
clashing traditional dials with a 
usefully easy but cheap-looking 
touchscreen display). Slapdash 
fascia finishes combined with 
occasional rattles in a Lexus IS 
rival is sheer lunacy. Beware some 
high options pricing too. 

It’s a pity because the solid 
cabin is an otherwise inviting 
place for four, cocooned in well- 
ventilated comfort, surrounded 
by lots of standard safety and 
convenience features, rounded out 
by a useful 450-litre boot. 

Don’t get us wrong. Solidly 
handsome, spacious, practical, 
powerful and well equipped, 
the XE 25t would have to make 
the final cut of every premium 
medium sedan shortlist. This 
segment stars no truer sports 
sedan. We just wish the interior 
detailing was better. 

BYRON MATHIOUDAKIS 


It can get XE 

A TRIO of 2.0-litre four-pot 
turbos - the all-new 
‘Ingenium’ 132kW/430Nm 
2.0d diesel and a pair of old 
petrols (147kW/280Nm 20t 
and 177kW/340Nm 25t) are 
spread across three trim 
levels (Prestige, 25t-only 
Portfolio, and R- Sport), priced 
from $60,400 to $70,400, 
while the 250kW/450Nm 3.0- 
litre supercharged V6 petrol 
powers the $104,200 
S flagship. All include driver- 
assist systems and fixed-price 
servicing. In-house Ingenium 
turbo -petrols will replace the 
current Ford-sourced units 
later in 2016, followed by 
(we hear) an M3 -rivalling 
all-wheel-drive XE R. 


brand dynamics with superb steering and handling 


On 


presence 






■ 'T ^ ^jyioilel, Jaguar XE 25t Prestige 
- Engine 1999cc 4cyi, dohc, 16v, turbo 

c ^^^a^p'ower 177kW @ 5599rpm ' 


> Max torque 349Nm @ 1759-4990rpm 
i^>vTransfnissioi^ 3-speeii automatic 
VV; Kerb vmqhF 1535kg 

J)-199km/h 9.9sec (ciaimed) 

* |k Econom) 7.5L/199km 
^ Ptfce $94,999 
9nsiie Now 
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Audi 07 


Extra-large SUV trims down and smartens up 


CUT it any way you want; 
240kg is a lot of fat. 

It’s the weight of a big 
motorcycle, or a pair of 
fully grown pandas. It’s 
also how much Audi has 
sliced off its new Q7. 

The second generation of 
Ingolstadt’s XXL SUV is not only 
lighter, but both smaller (on 
the outside) and bigger (on the 
inside), and bristles with more 
on-board computing power than 
the Starship Enterprise. 

Throw in improved dynamics, 
a 21 percent fuel-efficiency 
improvement and class-leading 
levels of refinement, and Audi’s 
flagship SUV has quite a lot to 
crow about as it takes the fight to 
Volvo’s fresh XC90, Benz’s updated 
GLE and BMW’s driver-focused X5. 

The Q7 is the first car to be 
built on the VW Group’s MLB 
Evo platform (which will be 
shared by the new A4, the next 
Porsche Cayenne and the Bentley 
Bentayga) and boasts a weight- 


saving aluminium-intensive 
body with a smaller footprint; 
it’s 37mm shorter and 15mm 
narrower, though 12mm taller. 

The sole engine choice at 
launch is a 200kW/600Nm 3.0-litre 
turbo-diesel V6, and it’s a peach; 
whisper quiet, dripping with 
torque and happy to rev. It also 
makes the big Q7 weirdly fast. Try 
lOOkm/h in 6.5sec, which is quick 
enough to embarrass a hot hatch. 

It’s how the Q7 delivers 
its prodigious pace that’s so 
disarming. Where a hot hatch 
leaps off the line, the Q7 never 
feels hurried. Instead it surges 
forward with a refined yet 
relentless ferocity. Shifts from 
the new eight-speed auto are 
seamless and fast, making the 
response to flattening the throttle 
a revelation. It’s like a two-tonne 
tortoise effortlessly destroying 
Usain Bolt over 100 metres. 

Mercifully, Audi has 
resisted the urge to use this 
performance as an excuse 



to make the Q7 sporty (that Job 
belongs to the rumoured SQ7). As 
rapid as it is, the Q7 remains a big 
SUV that’s relaxed and luxurious. 

The ride on standard 19-inch 
wheels and optional ($4950) 
air suspension is excellent in 
Comfort mode, and the car is 
impressively agile in Dynamic, 
which drops the ride height and 
firms up the adaptive damping. 

The new cabin is one of Audi’s 
best, and not just for its beautiful 
materials, improved space and 
high-tech digital dash (nicked 
from the new TT). Even with 
the turbo -diesel ticking over, 
shutting the door is akin to 
locking yourself in a room full of 
meditating monks. It’s that quiet. 

It’s clever, too. The second-row 
seating is split into three sections 
(35/30/35), with each individually 
adjustable fore-and-aft. Third- 
row access is a breeze, thanks to 
a two-stage fold-and-flip system. 
The third-row seats are erected 
electrically and offer enough 


space and comfort for occasional 
adult use. 

Then there’s the Q7’s glut 
of technology. Option all the 
assistance systems and the Q7 is 
Audi’s most advanced production 
car ever. Semi-autonomous tech 
means it can steer, brake and 
accelerate on its own in city 
traffic, park itself, warn you 
of approaching cars and even 
prevent the driver from turning 
into the path of an oncoming 
vehicle at intersections. There are 
also clever Matrix LED headlights 
that shine around oncoming cars, 
but they’re a $5100 option. 

In fact, nothing about the Q7 
is cheap; its $103,900 sticker is 
a $13,400 Jump over the car it 
replaces. But it’s a price worth 
paying. The new Q7 is not only 
brainier, safer and more efficient, 
it’s also better to drive and it has 
one of the most comfortable, high- 
tech and luxurious interiors in its 
class. Cut that any way you want. 

ALEX INWOOD 


Ride; interior quality and comfort; high-tech toys; diesel performance 



Model 
Engine 
Max power 
Max torque 
Transmission 
Weight 
0-100km/h 
Economy 
Price 
On saie 


Audi Q7 3.0 TDI quattro 
2967CC V6 (90°), dohc, 24v, TD 
200kW@ 3250-4250rpm 
eOONm @ 1500-3000rpnn 
8-speed automatic 
2060kg 

6.5sec (claimed) 

5.9L/100km 

$103,900 

September 
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Volvo XC90 
Inscription D5 

$96,950 


I HE X5’s dynamics are a notch 
above the Q7’s, buttheBimmer 
can’t match it for ride or third-row 
comfort. Lifeless steering is 
another chink in the BMW’s armour, 
but excellent handling and a perky 
diesel make it the driver’s choice. 


BEAUTIFULLY appointed inside 
and out, the new XC90 matches the 
Q7 for safety and interior tech. It’s 
faster and more frugal than the car 
it replaces, but its 165kW/470Nm 
2.0-litre four-cylinder diesel can’t 
match the Q7 V6’s tower of power. 


One of the niftiest options is 
Night Vision Assistant, which 
uses a long-range infrared 
camera to detect people and ‘ 
animals and highlights them on 
the virtual cockpit. The system 
can detect lifeforms 100m away. 


[GETTING WARM 


Built to scale 

HOW did Audi manage to 
shave 240kg from the Q7? 
Let’s break it down for you. 

The biggest single saving 
comes from the new 
body structure. Thanks 
to a mix of high- and 
ultra high-strength steel 
and an increased use of 
aluminium for the doors, 
tailgate and bonnet, it’s 
95kg lighter. Aluminium 
now makes up 41 percent 
of the Q7’s structure. 

A further 67kg was 
lifted from the redesigned 
multi-link suspension 
system; the engine and 
exhaust are 29kg lighter 
combined, and 19kg was 
trimmed from the seats. 

And the Aussie-spec 
Q7s aren’t even the 
weight-watcher heroes 
because American-spec 
cars are 350kg lighter. 
However, they don’t 
include the third-row 
seats we get as standard. 


BMW X5 xDri ve 30d 

$100,900^H ■ 


Tick a few choice options and 
you can quickly add the price 
of a regular family car to the 
Q7*s $103,900 tag. The most 
outrageous option is a $14,850 
Bang & Olufsen sound system. 


Lack of vents for third-row 
passengers is unfortunate. Then 
there’s the question of where to 
store the bulky luggage cover 
when the third row is in use. 


EXTENSIVE, EXPENSIVE 


NO AIR APPARENT 
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Mazda 2 Sedan 

Finally, a good reason to put the boot in 




Integrated styling; massive boot; sporty dynamics, strong value 


keep the sedan feeling equally as 
sharp and composed, as sampled 
through the at-times interesting 
tucks and turns of the Adelaide 
Hills test route. 

Besides its dorky design, one 
reason why the previous 2 sedan 
(available only in 2010/11) flopped 
was because of a hefty $20K 
opening gambit. Now Mazda has 
aligned prices for the successor 
with the Neo ($14,990) and Maxx 
($17,690) hatch variants. 

Maxx sedan and hatch models 
now cost $700 more, but that’s 
because they gain the larger MZD 
Connect multimedia touchscreen 
and reversing camera in both 
body styles. Better still, cruise and 
rear sensors are now included 
range-wide, with Autonomous 
Emergency Braking adding $400. 

Lower prices, higher spec and 
a whole lot better look - the 2 
sedan finally delivers a three-box 
baby that speaks to us. And, we’re 
confident, to you as well. 

BYRON MATHIOUDAKIS 


the four-door isn’t too loud. This 
alone might sway some fence- 
sitters to think outside the 2-box. 

Two 1.5 -litre direct-injection 
four-pot petrol engine choices 
lurk at the pointy end, with the 
base Neo using the 79kW/139Nm 
V-P5, while the mid- spec Maxx 
scores a higher-compression 
81kW/141Nm F-P5 with idle-stop. 
Better fuel economy aside, the 
latter’s differences are miniscule; 
both rev sweetly, pull hard past the 
6200rpm redline and imbue the 
smallest Mazda with a lively spirit, 
aided by one of the most delicious 
manual shifters around. 

Also notable is the slick six- 
speed auto, particularly in ‘Sport’ 
mode, which holds ratios when 
needs dictate. 

Happily, the hatch’s (electric) 
steering and (strut front/torsion 
beam rear) suspension smarts 
also make the transition intact. 
And contained overhangs, a lower 
roof, less ground clearance, and 
weight rises of only 10-15kg 


LAST YEAR Wheels tested 
four baby sedans - Honda 
■ City, Holden Barina, 

^ Hyundai Accent and 
r Mitsubishi Mirage - and 
all were found wanting. 

It was a puzzle why people 
wouldn’t just choose their 
prettier and lighter hatchback 
counterparts instead. 

Now Mazda reckons it’s cracked 
the code with the 2 sedan. With 
a swoopy, scaled-down 3-style 
silhouette instead of the lumbering 
bull-ant look of most rivals, we’re 
actually paying attention. 

Except for the obvious (a 
440 -litre boot trumps the 
hatchback’s 250L compartment), 
little separates sedan from hatch 
inside. The same funky dash, 
intelligent control layout, excellent 
driving position and supportive 
front seats apply, save for minor 
trim-pattern alterations. 

While some road noise is 
evident riding in the back (in 
roomy and comfy surroundings). 


summer’s cheat sheet 

DEVELOPED concurrently 
with the hatchback in Japan, 
designer Shigeki Nakamura 
believes the 2 sedan’s styling 
succeeds where rivals fail 
because of the ‘cab-rearward’ 
approach, which calls 
for a long bonnet, short 
boot, extended wheelbase 
and more steeply raked 
windscreen pillars than 
the daggier previous-gen 
iteration. Bulk-relieving side 
feature lines, horizontal 
tail-lights that taper into the 
bootlid, and a numberplate 
valance that is free of 
extraneous trim also help. 


DRIVE 


PLUS & 
MINUS 


Some road noise; tiny and ugly tacho; the hatch still looks sassier 


Mazda 2 Neo sedan 
1496CC 4cyl, dohc, 16v 
79kW @ eOOOrpm 
139Nm @ 4000rpm 
6-speed automatic 
1059kg 

10.7sec (estimated) 

5.5L/100km 

$16,990 

Now — ' 



"It also leaves us with 


A N C A P 

Safety ***** 


a landmark winner: the Sorento.' 


## 


Wheels Magazine Sept 2015 


4 


In last month s Wheels Magazine, Kia Sorento was judged the best 7-Seat SUV, beating four other leading auto brands. 




Find your nearest dealer at 
kia.com.au or 0131 KIA/131 542 


The Power to Surprise 


7 year/150, 000km warranty for vehicles used for the following: rental vehicles, hire cars, taxis, courier vehicles, driving school vehicles, security vehicles, bus and tour vehicles. 
Capped Price Servicing: Maximum payable for specified number of manufacturer's standard scheduled maintenance services up to 7 years or 105,000kms, whichever occurs 
first. Complimentary Roadside Assistance for the first year. Renewed yearly by completing scheduled maintenance services at Kia Dealerships (up to maximum 7 years). 
Terms and conditions for Warranty, Capped Price Servicing and Roadside Assistance can be found at www.kia.com.au. KMAU3650/FPC/WHEELS 




PLUS & 
MINUS 


Watch it at 


WheelsMag.com.au/LexusRX 


* 


Lexus RX 


Edgy to look at, but creases appear in the driving experience 


BLAME (or thank) Akio 
Toyoda. He’s the one 
/E^^ AS 1 ^^sponsible for the 
mad scattering of 
lines, creases and angles 
^^^^stamped so proudly into the 
body of this new Lexus RX. But 
not in the way you might expect. 

As this fourth-gen RX neared 
the very end of five years of 
development, the Toyota CEO 
dropped a bomb on the Lexus 
chief engineer: “I don’t like the 
styling,” he said. “Change it.” 

The chief engineer now shakes 
his head sadly, the way you might 
remembering a dead loved one, 
when asked how much his team 
needed to change. 

Just a month later, the new 
design was finished, its lines 
sharper, the styling bolder, details 
more aggressive. 

Akio was happy. 

But this RX has to be more 
than a visual statement. It needs 
to have the engineering depth 
and technical nous to trump 


fresh rivals such as the Volvo 
XC90 and Audi Q7, which have 
set new benchmarks for quality 
and dynamics. 

On the surface, things look 
positive. This new model is 
120mm longer, 10mm wider and 
has had its wheelbase stretched 
by 50mm, which translates into 
25mm more space for front and 
rear passengers. 

Three engine choices will be 
available at launch in November, 
including a 2.0-litre turbo-petrol 
in the front- drive 200 1 and a 
more powerful version of Lexus’s 
venerable 3. 5 -litre V6 in the all- 
paw RX350. The atmo V6 is mated 
to an electric motor in the 450h. 

The V6 now sports 
direct injection and, in the 
218kW/360Nm RX350, uses a new 
eight-speed auto (the 450 retains 
its CVT tranny). Lexus reckons 
the 350 will be the volume seller 
and, while the V6 is smooth, the 
calibration of the new ’box is less 
convincing and delivers Jerky 


shifts under part- throttle. 

The clear dynamic standout 
is the base 200t with six-speed 
auto. The new 2.0-litre turbo is 
eager, zingy and is both more 
refined and efficient than the 
brawnier V6, and trumps the 
450h for smoothness. 

All RX models work best in 
sporty F Sport trim that, as 
well as wearing unique styling 
tweaks, adds an active anti- 
roll bar. The tech is fitted to 
all F Sport models and works 
alongside a more sophisticated 
version of Lexus’s adaptive 
variable suspension to 
completely transform the 
SUV’s handling. 

No RX is what you’d call 
inspiring to drive thanks to light 
and lifeless steering, but 
F Sport models feel the most tied 
down. Body roll is well controlled 
and, while it will understeer 
if pushed, the handling is 
predictable and adjustable. 

The trade-off is a firmer. 


choppier ride but this is preferable 
to the sloppy body control and 
head-toss so prevalent in variants 
without the fancy roll-bar tech. 

Annoyingly, the 200t F Sport 
isn’t coming to Australia. Lexus 
Oz is only taking the 200t in base 
Luxury form, which is a glaring 
oversight given the 350 and 
450h will be offered in all three 
equipment grades: Luxury, F Sport 
and Luxury Sport. 

Where the RX really excels 
is the interior. The RX cabin is 
one of Lexus’s best, with an airy, 
effective design dominated by a 
massive 12.3-inch floating central 
screen in higher-spec variants. It’s 
also beautifully made and suitably 
quiet, although there is some tyre 
roar on course-chip surfaces. 

Overall, though, the RX falls 
flat where it matters most - how 
it drives. It means the RX is only a 
small step forward at a time when 
its competitors are taking leaps 
and bounds. 

ALEX INWOOD 


Bold styling; interior; F Sport dynamics; effervescent turbo four 


Lexus RX350 F Sport 
3456CC V6 (90°), dohc, 24v 
218kW@ 6300rpm 
360Nnn @ 4700rpnn 
8-speed automatic 
2085kg 

7.9sec (estimated) 
9.6L/100km 
$85,000 (estimated) 
November 


Ride quality; bodyroll; no seven-seat option; 200t F Sport not for Oz 
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Is seven really 
sales heaven? 

DON’T HOLD your breath 
for a seven-seat RX; Lexus 
says it’s not happening 
any time soon. Lexus had 
been tipped to unleash a 
third-row option to battle 
its people-lugging German 
rivals (a seven-seat RX 
test mule has even been 
spied), but chief engineer 
Takayuki Katsuda says 
the seven-seater is still 
only under consideration. 
Adding a third row is no 
easy task due to the RX’s 
smallish body and would 
likely require a stretch in 
wheelbase and significant 
bodywork changes. 
Weakening the case even 
further is Lexus research 
that shows the market for a 
seven-seater isn’t as big as 
it first thought. 


FLOATING 


Bold exterior design is polarising, 
but blacking out the G-pillar, 
which is now thinner to improve 
rear visibility, is a masterstroke 
and gives the RX’s roofline a 
floating effect. 


Every RX now rolls on bigger 20- 
inch wheels (shod with 235/55 
rubber). There are five designs 
to choose from, including one 
with changeable colour inserts, 
which is a Lexus first. 


A suite of standard RX safety 
gear labelled Safety System+ 
combines pre-collision and 
lane-departure warning 
systems, auto high beam and 
active cruise. 


Volvo XC90 
Inscription D5 

$96,950 

ALL-NEW XC90 is sleeker, 
smoother and sports a breathtaking 
interior plus class-leading safety 
equipment. It’s no dynamic front- 
runner, though, and avoid the 
optional air suspension, which 
lacks pliancy and composure. 


Audi Q7 3.0TDI 
quattro $103,900 

SIGNIFICANTLY more expensive 
than RX in this spec, but a new 
entry-level Q7 with the same 
engine in a lesser tune arrives 
early next year. Trounces the RX 
with its refined road manners, 
class-leading safety tech, luxurious 
interior and seven seats standard. 






ROLLING 


NOT CRASHING 
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Toyota Corolla 

More of what matters to the mainstream 



IN ALL of its 11 forms over 
48 years, there has never 
been a bad version of the 
Corolla. While at worst 
several have been dull, or 
sluggish, or cramped (and 
occasionally all at once), they’re 
always dependable. 

However, more dynamically 
rounded and refined rivals such 





Toyota Corolla ZR 
1798CC 4cyl, dohc, 16v 
103kW@ 6400rpm 
173Nm@ 4000rpm 
CVT automatic 
1275kg 

10.5sec (estimated) 

6.1L/100km 

$28,990 

Now 


52 wheelsmag.com.au 


as the Volkswagen Golf and 
Mazda 3 have long been tastier. 
Alongside these cars, the Toyota 
seems more workaday healthy 
takeaway than weekend gourmet 
lunch. And while that was always 
okay when the Toyota was priced 
accordingly, nowadays even that 
gap is negligible. 

Enter the Series II hatch facelift. 


A sleeker nose and tail-light 
design, remodelled dash with 
better and brighter materials, 
updated touchscreen multimedia 
with standard reversing camera, 
and restyled instruments attempt 
to titivate the Corolla visually. 

Underlining this model’s Euro 




mm 


focus, retuned steering and 
suspension tweaks promise 
improved handling and a 
suppler, quieter ride, while fuel 
consumption drops in the newly 
more efficient CVT autos. 


The unchanged 103kW 1.8-litre 
twin-cam unit is surprisingly 
effective around town, bringing 
eager yet conspicuously smooth 
off-the-line acceleration, backed 
up by strong on-the-go responses, 
with flaring normally associated 
with CVTs thankfully contained. 
It’s easy to understand why many 
Corolla sales are sealed after a 


brief test drive. 


Likewise, at lower speeds the 
revised steering remains light 
and eager (though still lacking 
proper feedback), yet now feels 
weightier at higher velocities for 
more involving handling than we 
had expected. 

The no-more-powerful ZR 
flagship (wearing fine Michelin 
Primacy 215/45R17 rubber) has 
impressive body control 


to remain especially flat and 
predictable through the corners. 

But, when extended, that old 
2ZR-FE engine defaults to its loud 
and strained ways. The ZR’s ride 
also takes a turn for the worse on 
bumpier roads, and tyre roar over 
coarse bitumen can obliterate the 
peace. A Golf or 308 seem miles 
quieter and more refined. 

That’s why the pick of the range 
is probably the $20,790 Ascent 
Sport, since it packs sufficient kit 
- seven airbags, cruise control, 
fog lights, voice control, leather 
wheel, privacy glass, alloys, and 
a far nicer touchscreen interface 
with Bluetooth phone and audio 
streaming - without the Orwellian 
fleet- car ambience of the only- 
$lK-cheaper Ascent opener. 

So that’s the state of play 
for Australia’s best-selling car. 
Sharper to look at, sit in and drive, 
the middle-of-the-pack Corolla 
is now treading water more 
effectively than ever. 

BYRON MATHIOUDAKIS 


Design; ease of use; practicality; durability; reliability; resale 


Lil’ Lex? 


AT $28,990, the latest Corolla 
ZR hatch is a veritable 
little Lexus, brandishing 
(supportive) heated sports 
leather front seats with 
electric lumbar adjustment, 
keyless entry/start, sat-nav, 
heated and electrically 
foldable mirrors, all- auto 
one-touch power windows 
(in a Corolla!), classy 
dual-zone climate control 
toggles, and LED headlights 
with LED daytime running 
lights. Beware of the $1500 
headroom-stealing full-length 
glass roof option, however. 





RACE BLEND 


Power to burn 



Experience blistering power & performance 
from our blend of high quality ethanol and 
15% Premium 98 - it gives ESS Race Blend 
an ultra-high octane rating of 107, 


V8 Supercars demand exceptional fuel ' 
so it's no wonder they've chosen 
United's ESS Race Btend as the 
official race fuel for the series. 


£35 Race Blend is perfect for a range of 
flex-fuel models made by Holden Jeep, 
Saab, Ford, Nissan and more. Check out 
united petroleu m .com . au / e&5 for detai Is . 


THESE MODELS HAVE MANUFACTURER APPROVAL TO USE EB5 RACE BLEND: 


■ Moiden Commodofe VE Series II 
Noveunber 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 
' Holden W Commodore SS V Series 2013/14 

* Holden Omega Sedan 2010-2014- 

* Jeiip Grand Chemhee / Carnfnander 2QOS 

* Saab 9‘3 and 9-5 Bio-PtTwer models 


2007, 2008, 2000, 2010, 2011 . 

* Dodge Avenger 2, 7-1rtfTe V6, Dodge 
journey 2.7-litre V6 people mover, 2009 

* Dodge 3.3-lftre GrarKl Caravan 

* Chryder Sebring 2.7-ntre VS 
(Sedan and Convertiblej. 


• Chrysler 3.3-lltrelbwn & Country 2008 

• Chevrolet 5.3-lttre Avalanche, 

• Chevrolet 5.3 -litre Suburban. 

• Ford 4.6mtre Cnown Victoria 

• Ford 5.4-j(trB F-ISO, 

• GMC 5.3-litre Savana, GMC 5.3-libe 


* Sterna W ton 2 WD & 4WD 

* GMC 5.3-lilie Yukon & Ybkon XL. 

* Mercedes C300 S.O-litre Luxury Bi Sport 

* Nissa n 5.6-litre Armada, S-G-litre Titan 

* Pontiac 3.9-lllre Montana 

* Specially modifted vehides^* 


FIND ESS RACE BLEND NEAR YOU: www.unitedpetroleum,com.au/e85 


United 

THE OFFICIAL RACE FUEL SUPPLIER TO ALL V8 SUPERCARS 


ESS Ftace Blend la for suitable engimeiorily. ^ *A1I nnoljorlsb should rely on their own enquiries when electing Eo ufe ESS, l^fore inlormahon available at wvvw.isi.oHn.aLi 





PLUS & 
MINUS 


Can’t be optioned with ceramic brakes; more steering feel would be nice 


Watch it at 


WheelsMag.com.au/M5Pure 


Model BMW M5 Pure 

Enaine 4395CC V8 (90°), dohc, 32v, twin-turbo 
412kW @ 6000-7000rpm 
680Nm @ 1500-5750rpm . - . 

7-speed dual-clutch -"■ I'' 

1865kg 

4. 3sec (claimed) • - - 

9.9L/100km . . ^ 

$185,000 

Now * ^ w 




Killer value, considering how little it gives away to the regular M5 


BMW M5 Pure 

Cuts the price way harder than it slashes lap times 



SLAPPING a Pure badge 
onto the rump of a 
BMW M5 creates 
certain expectations. 
Particularly when BMW 
itself says this new Pure 
special edition is “raw and track- 
inspired”. This makes you think 
the Pure M5 will be a stripped- 
out special with less weight, less 
luxuries and a greater focus on 
hardcore performance. Could it 
even be an M5 CSL? 

Sadly, the answer is no. 

What this ‘special edition’ is, in 
essence, is a regular M5 without 
the super-sedan’s now-standard 
Competition Pack. That means 
power falls llkW to 412kW 
(torque is unchanged at 680Nm), 
there’s no lOmm-lower ride 
height, no modified exhaust 
system and the dampers and 
steering system aren’t quite as 
sharp. It’s also a tenth slower to 
lOOkm/h at 4.3sec. There’s no 
tangible weight loss either; BMW 
says the Pure is about 5kg lighter. 


It leaves you with the realisation 
that BMW has tried to create a 
track-inspired special by deleting 
the track-inspired package. It’s 
enough to hurt your brain. 

Where the Pure badge really 
makes sense is with its new 
$185,000 price tag. That’s $44,540 
cheaper than the normal M5! 

Dropping the Competition Pack 
gear obviously saves some serious 
coin, but the Pure also does 
without some of the regular car’s 
lavish standard equipment and a 
few key options. 

What you do get is the choice 
of special ‘frozen’ colours, which 
are normally a $5000 option, and 
different alloy wheels. Crucially, 
the M5’s Active M differential, 
dynamic damper control and 
quick-shifting seven-speed dual- 
clutch ’box remain, which begs 
the question: Is the Pure a super- 
sedan bargain, or has it lost some 
of the regular M5’s magic? 

After performance testing 
at Sandown Raceway, we can 


confirm it’s the former. Losing 
llkW has done nothing to blunt 
the M5’s ballistic straight-line 
performance and, while its 
4.4-litre twin-turbo V8 has plenty 
of low-down punch, its party 
trick is above 4000rpm and the 
way it pulls relentlessly and 
rapidly to the 7500rpm redline. 

There’s nothing lost through 
the corners, either. It’s true that 
the Pure’s higher ride height 
means there’s slightly more roll 
onto the outside tyre at corner 
entry, but there’s still the same 
pointy front axle and super-glue 
levels of mid-corner grip. 

Of course, get too excited with 
your right foot and the Pure 
will demolish its rear 295/30 
rear tyres with an unforgiving 
tsunami of torque. Feed the 
throttle in, though, and there’s 
traction to burn. 

All this means that when 
you hook the Pure up, it’s a 
breathlessly quick super-sedan, 
but it’s not perfect. While the 


steering is smooth and fluid in its 
rate of response, there’s still not 
enough communication between 
the front wheels and the wheel in 
your hands. The Pure’s standard 
exhaust also means you lose some 
of the M5’s aural fireworks. 

So should you feel ripped off if 
you’ve Just dropped $230K on a 
normal M5? BMW, naturally, says 
you shouldn’t. The purpose of the 
Pure is to expand the reach of M5 
to different people at a different 
price point. 

But the reality is, the Pure offers 
99 percent of the regular M5’s 
performance for a fraction of the 
cost. It’s marginally slower and 
slightly softer, and its interior is a 
little less special, but in real-world 
traffic on real-world roads, we’re 
willing to bet you’ll appreciate the 
$45K saving more than the loss of 
a tenth in the rush to lOOkm/h. 

If a BMW M5 is on your 
shopping list, this one’s a bargain. 
Pure and simple. 

ALEX INWOOD 
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Call that special? 

BMW has gone a bit nuts 
with M5 special editions 
lately. Two other limited- 
edition models were 
launched alongside the 
Pure, called Nighthawk 
and White Shadow. 

Both are limited to just 
10 units each and cost 
$235,930, or $6000 more 
than a regular M5. Each is 
more powerful than the 
Pure, and share the same 
423kW/680Nm outputs 
as the competition pack- 
equipped M5. There’s also 
lashings of carbonfibre, 
and each gets the choice 
of two colours in ‘frozen’ 
or metallic finishes. 

A 16-speaker Bang & 
Olufsen sound system, 
normally a $10,000 option, 
is also standard. 


DOLLARS AND SENSE 


HISTORY LESSON 


PICKIN' UP, PUTTIN’ DOWN 


This isn’t the first M car to wear 
a Pure badge. BMW last used 
the moniker on the E92 M3 in 
2013, but that car’s equipment 
cut was far more substantial. 
The M3 also retained the same 
309kW/400Nm outputs from its 
4.0-litre V8 as the regular M3, 
but cost about $30K less. 


The last time an M5 was as 
affordable as the Pure was way 
back in 1993 with the E34, which 
cost $157,500. Back then the M5’s 
performance wasn’t quite so 
brutal, but its 3.5-litre straight-six 
was still good for 235kW/360Nm 
and a O-lOOkm/h sprint of 6.4sec. 


While the Pure goes without 
some of the regular M5’s luxuries 
- sunroof, trick seats, blinds, soft- 
close doors, among other bits - 
it does pick up some standard 
equipment you have to option on 
the normal car, like ($700) tyre 
pressure monitoring. 


WARP factor speed in a straight 
line and with one of bestV8 
soundtracks around. All-paw 
traction is mega, as is the interior, 
but it doesn’t have the rear-drive 
baianceofthe M5. 


LACKS the sheer straight-line 
ferocity of the M5and RS7, but 
0-100km/h in4.5sec isstiii 
impressive for an 1881kg four-door. 
Big-capacity biown V8 is mighty, 
aithough interior, as you’d expect, 
iacks the quaiity of Euro rivais. Stiii, 
it’s aimost$100K cheaper... 
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Bland inside and out; flat rear bench; compromised rear headroom 


Ride; engine/transmission; quiet cabin; front seating; visibility; huge boot 


Citroen C4 


Turbo triple adds spice to French vanilla 



IT’S no longer all that 
obvious to me why people 
buy French cars. 1 guess 
they’re cheaper than 
German cars, while still 
having some (Western) 
European cachet. But it’s been 
a long time since we assumed 
French quality to be much 
superior to that of mainstream 
makes, and French cars have 
had too many sales suicides to 
continue striving for quirkiness 
and character. 

According to those who sell 
the Citroen C4, its customers 
are private individuals who put 
a priority on ride comfort and 
relatively high equipment levels. 
This first facelift of the second- 
gen C4 hatch delivers more of the 
same, wrapping a world-beating 
1.2-litre turbo triple that’s so good 
they’ve ditched the diesel. 

The 1.2-litre ‘PureTech’ petrol 
three-cylinder produces 96kW 
and 230Nm and, Citroen says, is a 
staggering 105kg lighter than the 
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four- cylinder petrol (and 125kg 
lighter than the diesel) it replaces. 
No less significant is the six-speed 
auto, which is standard across the 
range and has more gears than the 
C4has ever had. 

In hand with idle-stop and kerb 
weights trimmed by up to 125kg, 
the new turbo triple slashes 
combined fuel consumption to 
just 4.9-5. IL/lOOkm. And there’s 
nothing weird or polarising about 
its character; no coarse three-pot 
growl, no rough edges, no turbo 
lag. Just a really strong and 
instantly admirable powertrain. 

You’d have to be a member of 
that increasingly rare species 
of Citroen-spotters to pick the 
2015 C4’s new exterior lighting 
and 7.0-inch touchscreen inside. 
The latter brings sat-nav to both 
Seduction ($29,990) and up-spec 
Exclusive ($33,990) versions, both 
of which also get automatic dual- 
zone climate control, cornering 
fog lights and cruise control. 
Exclusive level adds 17-inch 


alloys, panoramic glass roof, 
part-leather trim, keyless 
entry/start, and a bunch more 
electronic sensors and cameras. 

The C4’s cabin is spacious, airy 
and pleasant, and the materials 
are nice. The front seats appear 
small, but are wonderfully 
accommodating, while the rear 
bench is flat and the glass roof 
robs headroom. As for design. I’m 
not expecting Jean-Paul Gaultier 
but if you covered the wheel hub, 
you couldn’t pick this from a Kia. 

Mind you, there’d be 
no confusion once you’re 
underway. The C4’s suspension 
is remarkable, simply in its 
competence and composure. 

It’s just on the taut side of the 
comfort scale, and potholed 
dirt roads highlight the cabin’s 
excellent isolation. 

Citroen admits the C4 is no hot 
hatch, but it is a car that makes 
you want to keep driving. And, 1 
suppose, buying. 

MICHAEL STAHL 


Award to the State 

PSA Group’s turbocharged 
PureTech three-cylinder 
engine has just nabbed the 
2015 International Engine of 
the Year award. Compared 
with the atmo PureTech 
of 2012, the turbo features 
a steel crankshaft, high- 
performance steel conrods, 
heat-treated block, reinforced 
cylinder head, sodium-filled 
valves and a 240,000rpm 
turbo. Max torque of 230Nm 
is electronically flattened 
from 1400-4400rpm. 
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Chrysler 300 

Restyled large sedan reaches into the past to bolster its (slightly) more 
upmarket future, with SRT variants to follow 

WheelsMag.com.au/chrysler300 



Ford Ranger 

Ford has refreshed its popular Ranger ute for 
2016, with styling and tech upgrades aimed at 
making upper-spec XLT and Wildtrak double 
cabs more attractive for families. 

WheelsMag.com.au/fordranger 



Honda Accord 
Sport Hybrid 

Honda attempts to reassert its technological 
prowess with a new-generation ‘i-MMD’ hybrid 
drivetrain headlining this new range-topping 
$58,990 Accord variant 

WheelsMag.com.au/hondaaccordsport 




Audi A3 Sportback e-tron 


The most efficient A3 yet kicks off the e-tron 
sub-brand, but is Audi too late to the electric 
party, or has this plug-in hybrid hit the spot? 

WheelsMag.com.au/audia3etron 


regular 


Get your daily dose of Wheels with news, videos, 
galleries and more at WheelsMag.com.au 
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Head head 


A FAST ’N’ FURIOUS FACE-OFF 


BOUNCING 



JAMES WHITBORN 




MAZDA CX-3 NEO 


SKODA FABIA 66TSI WAGON 


THE $17,140 66TSI wagon gets city emergency and multi- 
collision brake systems, hill-holder, tyre pressure 
monitors, idle-stop, steering wheel audio and phone 
controls, rear park sensors, 6. Sin touchscreen audio and 
Bluetooth phone and audio. Travel Pack adds cruise, 
fatigue detection and 16in alloys for $1300. 18/20 


PRICE & 
EQUIPMENT 


20 POINTS 


THE dearer ($19,990) CX-3 Neo gets 16in steel wheels and 
cruise standard, but misses out on a leather wheel and the 
7in touchscreen found upstream. Neither gets nav, but 
Mazda matches Skoda’s Bluetooth phone/audio, steering 
wheel controls, hill-holder and rear park sensors. Safety 
Pack adds $1030 with Smart City Brake. 16/20 


FABIA is classy inside and has much more personality than 
Polo, with which it shares architecture (and drive trains). 
Capacious 505L cargo bay. Typically clever Skoda 
convenience features include a luggage net and 
compartment in the cargo bay, multimedia-device holder 
up front, and a waste bin in the door panel. 17/20 


INTERIOR & 
VERSATILITY 


20 POINTS 


NEO feels a bit stripped-out against higher CX-3 variants, 
but the design is fresh and ergonomically - and logically - 
laid out. It betrays its light-car design origins with a 264L 
cargo capacity but can’t touch the Fabia for hauling stuff. 
Upswept side glass limits vision for back-benchers, who 
are otherwise well catered for in both mini-wagons. 16/20 


THESE two cars take unique paths to performance and 
economy, but arrive at similarly swift and frugal results. 
Little 1.2 turbo Fabia is low on kilowatts, but low-down 
torque (160Nm) makes easy work of shifting 1087kg, and it 
sips just 4.8L/100km. The engine has a nice cammy 
character and spins sweetly for 0-100 in 10.9sec. 17/20 


PERFORMANCE 
& ECONOMY 


AN old-school atmo 2.0-litre wouldn’t deliver competitive 
fuel economy, so Mazda has a thoroughly modern one. 
More power and torque than the Skoda, and more 
performance, but that grunt and extra weight means 
higher consumption (6.3L/100km) in this FWD base model. 
Both have sweet manual shifts. 16/20 


FABIA is a supple tourer on standard 15s and still nicely 
absorbent on the Travel Pack’s 16s. Drum-tight body 
suppresses tyre, suspension and wind noise well. A Sports 
Pack that brings 17s and 15mm-lower sports suspension, 
removes some of the comfort in return for sharpened 
steering and chassis responses. 17/20 


RIDE & 
REFINEMENT 


20 POINTS 


LACK of refinement is a decades-old Mazda bugbear, 
though recent generations have seen huge improvements. 
The CX-3, like the new 2, is reasonably hushed place, just 
not as quiet as its rival. Ample suspension travel and well 
judged damping results in good ride comfort on patchy 
urban tar and lumpy country coarse-chip alike. 16/20 


THE Fabia handles neatly and responds obediently, but 
lacks steering feel. However, it’s terrifically capable for a 
light car with humble torsion-beam rear suspension and 
the harder you lean on the nose the better the steering 
gets. Pushing on fails to flummox the chassis and only the 
GGTSI’s ultimate lack of grunt limits the fun factor. 16/20 


STEERING 
& HANDLING 


CX-3 chassis is enthusiastic, but (unlike the Fabia) the 
keen steering is prone to kickback approaching the limit. 
The extra straight-line performance enlivens the chassis 
to an extent that’s not possible in the Skoda (unless you 
upgrade to the 81TSI). CX-3 buyers also have to spend 
more (for an AWD version) for real entertainment. 16/20 



BABY SUVs are big in 2015, and the genre-defying CX-3 is 
among the coolest of this new breed. The Fabia wagon 
meanwhile, emerges from left field as the pragmatist’s 
pick of the light class. The Skoda is better equipped for the 
money, thriftier, roomy enough to do family car duty, and 
bound to be less common. The Mazda, set to be a top-seller, 



is quicker, sexier and a bit more fun. If you’re weighing 
them against each other, it’ll be difficult to choose. 
However, we suspect if you’re sold on the Mazda’s style 
you’ll be blinkered to the Skoda. And if you’re compelled 
by the Fabia’s value and capacious practicality, the 
241-litre cargo-carrying cost of CX-3 style will be too great. 
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EVERY TIME MICHELIN TYRES 
WIN ON TRACK, YOU WIN TOO! 

rP) VISIT www.michelin.com.au 


After being tested in the extreme conditions 
of a race track, innovations that help our race 
partners are transferred into our passenger car 
tyres including the MICHELIN Pilot Sport Cup 2. 
At the same time, MICHELIN Total Performance 
brings you all the performance related qualities 
in a single tyre. 


MICHELIN 

Tota( Performance 






A tetter way forward 
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Watch it at 
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HOLDEN’S VF II UPGRADES TO ITS BEST-SELLER ARE FOCUSED ON 
THE PERFORMANCE VARIANTS, ADDING MECHANICAL AND VISUAL 
PUNCH WHERE PUNTERS WILL APPRECIATE IT MOST 



OMMODORE is going out with a 
bang. Or, in the V8’s case at least, 
a crackle and a pop. Holden’s new 
VF Series II range might look 
suspiciously similar to the 2013 
VF that sired it, but all it takes 
is the press of a start button in 

^ anything wearing an SS badge 

to quickly discover the final Aussie 
Commodore’s beauty is in the details. 
“Harder, better, faster, stronger.” That’s 
what buyers wanted. 

Beyond its little-changed exterior, VF II 
is the first Commodore since 1985’s HDT- 
fettled VK SS range to take sporting 
credentials so seriously. For the last four 
years, sports variants - meaning SVG, 

SS, SS-V and SS-V Redline - have made 


up almost 50 percent of the big Holden’s 
model mix, the V8 powering more than 
30 percent of all Commodores. But not 
with the muscle and machismo V8 
aficionados wanted it to. 

Holden is likely to keep the odd surprise 
up its sleeve for deployment before reality 
finally bites in late 2017, but the VF II 
represents GM’s last serious lunge to the 
finish line Down Under before the Holden 
brand goes international. 

What it means for buyers is two years 
of the greatest Commodore (and Calais 
and Caprice) ever produced, developed 
with passion by Holden’s all-Aussie design, 
engineering and manufacturing teams. 

This time it’s for the petrolheads, and that 
means us. 
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DESIGN 

NOTHING SHOUTY HERE, YET CHANGES TO 
VO MOOELS ARE WORTH MAKING NOISE OVER... 


IT TAKES a few moments to drink in the 
visual changes to VF II because they’re all 
subtle, or in some cases almost invisible. 

The entry-level 3.0-litre Evoke sedan 
sneaks through wearing merely a stylised 
‘Series II’ badge on its bootlid, but the 
Sportwagon receives the first visual 
change to its back end since it launched 
in 2008. New LED tail-lamps in a C shape 
hook around strip indicators that 
continue the horizontal line from 
the chrome tailgate applique, making 
the handsome wagon look even wider 
and tougher. 

Calais and Calais V are the first VF II 
variants to appear noticeably different. 
Each gets new wheels - polished thin- 
spoke 18s with a charcoal base on Calais, 
and chunkier polished-spoke 19s with a 
lighter background on Calais V - while 
the sedans score new clear-lens tail-lights 
and broad ‘C-A-L-A-I-S’ lettering across 
their bootlids, like various ‘Premier’ 
models from Holden’s distant past. 

If you want the folks in the beer garden 
to really notice your VF II, however, you’ll 
need a badge starting with an ‘S’. 


Given the long-held buyer preference 
for sports models - the SVG has been the 
top-selling Commodore variant since the 
VF in 2006 - Holden has focused heavily 
on the tougher stuff. 

Headlights, grille and overall bonnet 
shape remain the same, but the entire 
front fascia is new. Neatly inset air 
ducts, embellished by a chrome blade 
highlighting their shape, reduce drag 
slightly and direct air towards the front 
brakes, while a reshaped lower grille 
opening increases cooling airflow for the 
SS models’ new V8 - signified by an ‘LS3 
6.2-litre V8’ badge in the lower grille. 

Of course, Calais V and Caprice also 
get the new LS3 V8, so clearly the engine 
doesn’t need the additional cooling 
efforts Holden has gone to. But given 
the likelihood of racetrack use with 
the range-topping SS-V Redline, the 
prevailing attitude was clearly “the more 
cooling, the better”. 

Literally capping off the new sports look 
is a pair of bonnet vents, mounted near 
the back of the engine bay beyond the 
strut towers. While they are functional in 


extracting some hot air from the engine 
bay, the size of the openings mean it’s 
more about visually signifying the LS3’s 
extra mumbo, rather than needing to keep 
it from getting overly hot under the collar. 

SS models get a luscious V8 crackle 
from quad rear pipes. 

All sedans share the Calais’s clear-lens 
lights, while the lower garnish panel 
between the sedan’s exhaust has been 
painted gloss black. An optional gloss- 
black roof is available on Redline sedan 
too, just like last year’s Craig Lowndes 
special (though only on Red Hot, Heron 
White or Jungle Green examples), as 
well as a larger rear wing than the classy 
standard item. 

Black 20-inch wheels are also on the 
options menu, wearing split-width tyres 
(245/35R20 front, 275/30R20 rear) but all 
sports variants get new wheel designs. 
SVG and SS get chunky five-spoke 18s 
with brushed-alloy spokes, while SS-V 
features the same 19-inch wheel design 
as Calais V, but gets a shadow-chrome and 
darker inner colouring. SS-V Redline gets 
its own 19-inch wheel design, all in black. 



EXTENDING THE OLIVE-COLOURED BRANCH 


Two new colour choices debut on VF II, one called Empire 
(pictured left), described as “a rich, olivey bronze*', 
available only on Calais, Calais V and Caprice V - and a 
new blue called Slipstream, “a chromatic sports colour* 
that adds some masculine flair to S-badged Commodores. 
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PETER HUGHES - EXTERIOR DESIGN MANAGER 


weVe achieved with VF II, but they 
are always things you’d like to have 
done to go a step further - I’d have 
loved to have seen'the track width 
pulled out further to- get a wider 
offset on the wheels. It was never 
going to happen', but, hey, it would 
have looked great! 


“As for working on the last 
Australian-made Holden; there’s a 


sense of sadness ... but it quickly 
turned to a sense of celebration 
and pride; a sense of responsibility 
to do a really decent job of the last 
car coming out of Elizabeth. 


“But we’ve got some exciting new 
domestic programs that we’ll be 
kicking off soon. There are some 
great stories to come over the next 
five to ten years.” 


“Anything related to the exterior 
fell under my brief. We worked 
with engineering to make it 
more performance-oriented. 

I’m especially proud of the fact 
that we didn’t have any conflicts 
with engineering; we actually 
collaborated with them right 
from the start. 


“We’re hugely satisfied with what 
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THE LS3 V8 WAS A KNOWN QUANTITY ALREADY - 


ENGINEERED FDR THE ZETA PLATFORM 


O 







ENGINEERING 

A BIGGER V8 BUMPS UP THE HERBS AND 
GIVES THIS LION THE ROAR IT DESERVES 


VF SERIES II is a car Holden refers to 
as the “ultimate Commodore”. Yet it was 
always about “getting the Lion roaring” 
again, according to lead development 
engineer Amelinda Watt. She was adamant 
the last major update to the Commodore 
would include a V8 with the meat and 
muscle it once stood for. 

Says Ben Lasry, general manager of 
marketing: “One of the biggest dis-satisfiers 
. . . has been around the noise of the V8,” he 
admits. “WeVe been copping flack about 
sound for a while now.” Watt was insistent 
VE II would not have a “droney” note: “We 
just wanted it to sound good.” 

Eirst step was choosing the engine. The 
existing 6.0-litre Gen IV V8 was ruled 
out due to its lower outputs, and issues 
extracting the desired V8 sound from an 
engine with cylinder deactivation (Active 
Euel Management, on 260kW automatic 
versions) as part of its fuel-saving measures. 

The LS3 that ended up beneath the 


now-vented bonnet was the obvious choice. 
HSV had extensively used the 6.2-litre once 
reserved for the Chevrolet Corvette, and 
Holden had been fitting them to export 
Pontiacs - the G8 - since 2008. The same 
V8 engine was later used in the Chevrolet 
SS that Holden began exporting from late 
2013. It was a known quantity already 
engineered for the Zeta architecture. 

But the LS3 wasn’t the only option. 
Engineers also considered the L99 (a 
6.2-litre used in the Chevrolet Camaro) 
and there was even discussion about the 
7.0-litre LS7 - used in HSV’s W427 - but the 
additional development work and expensive 
dry-sump plumbing ruled it out. 

So it was the LS3, an engine with which 
HSV has years of experience. Erom the 
outset the LS3 made a claimed 317kW in 
the upgraded E-Series range of 2008. Keep 
in mind, though, that HSV favours the DIN 
measurement that gives a higher reading 
rather than the ECE method used by 




AMELINDA WATT - LEAD DEVELOPMENT ENGINEER 


“My role on VF II is a broad one - it 
involves coordinating and bringing the 
team together; asking the right questions, 
pushing development, getting the right 
people focused in the key areas. It’s been 
a fantastic experience. We just all love this 
car. Everyone has put their heart and soul 


into it. We wanted to get it right. 

“We’re proud of the the way the whole 
package has come together ... and it 
sounds just right. I think we’ve nailed it! 
From here, it’s a case of more of the same; 
my job is to make the cars I look after 
exactly right.” 
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304; THE NUMBERS GAME 


HOLDEN is adamant the 304kW 
power figure - matching the 
cubic-inch measurement of the 
5.0-litre V8 developed for Group A 
racing and used in various Holdens 
from 1985 to 2000 - is a coincidence 
and not a carefully concocted 
marketing ploy to celebrate the 
brand’s performance heritage. 
Chief engineer Andrew Holmes 
instructed his team to extract 
the biggest number possible from 
the 6.2-litre LS3 and “make sure it 
doesn’t start with a two”. 

The engine was tested to the ECE 
standard and easily made it beyond 
the 300kW target. By the end of the 
two-year development cycle “there 
was nothing left”; fitting extractors 
was out of the question due to 
assembly complexities. 

“We couldn’t get anything more 
[out of the engine].” 




FUELLING THE V8 FIRE 

EOR the first time in a Commodore, 
fuel use has increased. The V8 models 
now use 12.9L/100km when fitted 
with a manual and 12.6L/100km in 
auto form. That’s an increase of 
12 percent and 10 percent respectively 
over the VE models they replace. 
You have to go back to 2010 to find a 
Commodore that used more petrol 
than the current V8 crop. But Holden 
made the call that performance and 
noise were more important than 
saving fuel. “We’re responding to 
what the customers are after,” says 
chief engineer Andrew Holmes. “If you 
buy the V6, fuel economy is very much 
part of what we do. When it comes to 
the V8, people are telling us, ‘give 
us more grunt’.” 

As well as the more powerful LS3 
engine, the shorter final-drive 
ratio makes for higher fuel use. 
But Holden says that, despite what 
the official ADR fuel label says, 
customers shouldn’t notice a big step 
up in real-world fuel use. And for 
the record, the performance figures 
were achieved using 98-octane 
premium unleaded. Holden says 
the V8 will run happily on regular 
unleaded, but prefers at least 
95RON premium. 


im DELICIOUS BURBLE AND CRACKLE 
REMINDS US OF JAGUAR’S F-TYPE V8, 
AND THAT’S A HUGE COMPLIMENT 


Holden (in government documentation 
HSV claims its 340kW-marketed engine 
makes only 326kW). 

Holden attributes most of the additional 
LS3 grunt in HSVs to the extractors that 
simply can’t be fitted to V8 Commodores on 
the Elizabeth production line. 

Peak power outputs weren’t the main 
goal however (see breakout), providing a 
minimum 300kW number could be achieved. 
The VF IIVS’s torque peak of 570Nm 
matches that of HSV’s most powerful LS3. 

Changes to the rear axle’s final-drive ratio 
promised to hasten the V8’s acceleration 
and performance through the gears. The 
manual gets lowered from 3.45 to 3.73:1, 
while the auto drops from 2.92 to 3.27. 

Engineers say they would’ve loved to have 
used those ratios in VE and VF generations, 
but in the manual in particular the gearing 
didn’t work. It would have necessitated 
another gearchange (from second to third) 
for the O-lOOkm/h sprint. The LS3’s higher 
rev limit - the electronic limiter kicks in 
at 6600rpm, up on the 6.0-litre’s GOOOrpm - 
allows the manual to hit lOOkm/h in second. 

As for performance figures, after many 
years of secrecy, Holden is finally claiming 
official numbers. One-up, the engineers 
achieved 4.9sec to lOOkm/h in the six-speed 
manual and S.Osec for the six-speed auto, 
with 400m times of 13.0 and 13.1. They’re 
all a good half-second clear of what the 
6.0-litre was capable of. 

With performance sorted, the focus 
was then on the sound. “Sound was more 
important to us than kilowatts,” admits 
chief engineer Andrew Holmes. At least 
once the 300kW goal was achieved. 


Holden considered all manner of methods 
to bolster the sound, including amplifying it 
through the speakers (ala BMW M3/M5 and 
Ford Mustang Ecoboost). But it was decided 
the noise needed to be natural. Engineers 
looked at the two obvious sources of sound 
- induction and exhaust. Both received 
attention to enhance its newfound lungs. 

Up front the induction uses piping 
running from the front of the air intake to 
the firewall, with a baffle in the centre to 
amplify it to the right note and volume. 

It’s then attached to the firewall, where 
it bellows the V8’s growl into the cabin. 
Otherwise, under the bonnet of the Series II 
is identical to the original VF, right down to 
the dull black plastic engine cover. 

Out back crackles a bi-modal exhaust, 
which uses a flap to divert sound through 
the quad pipes according to throttle 
position and whether the driver has it set in 
Sport mode through the colour touchscreen. 
Rather than using HSV’s bi-modal exhaust, 
Holden chose a unique set-up. Again, it was 
all about building the character. 

Just as much effort went into chasing 
aural quality. The blip on start-up costs a 
fraction of fuel on the official fuel cycle, but 
the delicious burble and crackle reminds 
us of Jaguar’s F-Type V8, and that’s a huge 
compliment. LS3-engined Calais V and 
Caprice VV8s receive neither the induction 
piping, nor the bi-modal exhaust, but their 
outputs mirror the SS models, and Holden’s 
engineers claim they still sound significantly 
meatier than before. 

The result is the fastest, most aggressive 
Commodore ever. And it’s likely to stay that 
way for some time. 
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“As you’d figure from my title, I 
was tasked with overseeing the 
engineering of VF II and injecting 
more flavour into the V8. 

“I was delighted that the company 
gave me enough freedom to build 
a bit of a polarising car. In the past 
we had tried to be everything to 
everyone and we were always 
scared of having a polarising car. 


This time around we’ve built a 
polarising car and it’s aggressive 
- it’s more aggressive than we 
would have ever done before. 

“That’s not to say I wouldn’t 
have quietly loved to see even 
more - like the LS7 [7.0-litre V8]. 

I really would have liked another 
100 horsepower! But there’s 
some other stuff to come [before 


production finishes in 2017] and 
it’s really interesting; it’s not just 
faffing around with stickers. 

“Beyond that, we are still 
planning to have a proving 
ground. There will still be a 
Commodore; it will just come 
from somewhere else. I’m really 
positive about it. This is as cool as 
it gets. It’s the job of a lifetime.” 






® DYNAMICS 

I SEEMINGLY SMALL CHANGES 
TO REDLINE MODELS HAVE 
BROUGHT REAL GAINS TO 
BOTH RIDE AND HANDLING 


WITH the exception of the V8 engine, most 
of the Commodore family drives as it did 
following an MY15 update that tweaked 
the steering in FEl-suspended cars late 
last year. Same suspension, same tyres and 
same feel. 

But the FES suspension reserved for 
Redline versions of the SS-V sedan, wagon 
and ute has been modified for better 
performance, control and comfort. 

Peer under the rear of the Redline and 
there’s a significantly broader anti-roll 
bar that now sits closer to the edge of the 
wheels. While it’s slightly thinner than 
the carryover component on regular SS 
variants, it’s said to offer better stiffness 
and control, allowing the rear springs to 
be softened slightly without upsetting 
handling. It also allows the car to squat 
better, in turn improving traction out of 
corners. It’s all about making the most of 
the extra grunt of the LS3 V8. 

Fitting such a bigger anti-roll bar 
was enabled by adding new four-piston 
Brembo rear calipers (now painted red to 
match the four-pistons up front). It’s the 



ROB TRUBIANI - LEAD DYNAMICS ENGINEER 





“I Started in 1996 in the 
chassis group, then moved 
on to tuning vehicle 
dynamics. For VF Series II, 
my role involved tuning all of 
the suspension; we redid the 
FES tune for sedan, wagon 
and ute. We also developed 
a new 20 -inch tyre with 
Bridgestone. 

"I’m especially proud of the 
fact we Ve been able to get 
even more comfort in the 


Redline models without 
degrading any of the 
handling characteristics. 

“It’s been an especially 
exciting project because of 
the LS3 engine. We’re very 
familiar with the bigger 
V8 because of the export 
program; everyone has been 
excited to finally get that 
engine into a Holden for 
Australians, rather than just 
overseas customers. 


“Of course I’ll miss the 
Australian Commodore 
when it’s gone; it’s nice 
knowing the assembly 
plant is not far away. And 
when you see them on the 
road, you know that’s the 
car you developed and it was 
built locally. 

“But there’s lots more in store 
for my department; local 
dynamics tuning as well as 
input into global programs.” 



TYRING STUFF 

FOR the first time, Holden will 
offer a factory-fitted 20-inch split- 
wheel option for the Commodore, 
allowing an easy step up from the 
19 -inch split-tyre package that’s 
been standard on the VF SS-V 
Redline and continues with Series 
II. Running 245/35R20 tyres up front 
and 275/30R20S at the rear, the 
20-inch set-up is designed to make 
the most of the 304kW/570Nm V8’s 
grunt while better filling the bold 
wheelarches that have long been 
a styling signature of the VE/VF 
Commodore. 

Holden collaborated with 
Bridgestone on the new 20-inch tyre 
package, tweaking the compound 
of the Bridgestone Potenza RE050A 
rubber. The goal was to mimic the 
grip and control of the 19s. 
With the optional 20s now factory 
fitted, rather than at dealer 
level, the cost of stepping up to a 
larger wheel and tyre package is 
significantly reduced. 


same brake package engineered for the 
limited-edition Lowndes Commodore sold 
late in 2014. As well as the bigger calipers, 
the Brembos clamp larger discs intended 
to significantly improve heat dissipation, 
ensuring that repeated high speed stops 
don’t lead to pedal fade. The previous 
Redline was already strong in the braking 
department, but the VF II should take that 
to a new level. 

The SS and SS-V still make do with the 
regular Commodore brake package that was 
already challenged with 270kW of grunt. But 
for the first time Holden will offer the front 
brake set-up from the export Chevrolet PPV 
(police patrol vehicle) as an option. It only 
gets a single-piston front caliper (down from 
twins in the standard set-up), but the discs 


increase from 321mm to 345mm to provide 
almost three times the fade resistance on 
repeated stops from 170km/h. 

As well as the Lang Lang Proving 
Ground in Victoria, engineers embarked 
on extensive test programs that covered 
the Alpine Ranges, the Great Ocean Road 
and plenty of flying laps of Phillip Island. 
Lead dynamics engineer Rob Trubiani says 
the Zeta architecture has “always been 
incredibly capable” and that “the chassis 
is still not stretched” with the 304kW 
6.2-litre LS3. 

More impressively, engineers claim the 
new architecture for the rear anti-roll bar 
has enabled a rare sweet spot to be achieved 
- better handling combined with a more 
supple ride, even wearing optional 20s. 


ttVFII SHOULD TAKE REDLINE’S ALREADY 
STRONG BRAKING TO A NEW LEVEL 
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PE0PLEE3WER 


MEET THE TEAM BEHIND 
THE VF SERIES II COMMODORE 










“I started in 1997 as a foundry 
metallurgist then moved on to 
facilities engineer, looking after 
the 3800 engine then the Alloytec 
HFV6. 1 moved to engineering and 
validation in 2006.” 


“It was back in 1996, working on 
the VT Commodore program, that I 
started at Holden. I’ve been tuning 
the Commodore’s chassis ever 
since. My role now encompasses 
tuning of all vehicle dynamics.” 


“My background was in sales; I 
started in 1998. 1 went on to become 
Victorian fleet manager and later 
moved into sales operations. As of 
2015, I’m in charge of marketing.” 





THE SELL 

FLEXING THE MARKETING 
MUSCLE WILL INVOLVE A BIG 
PUSH OF THE BENT-EIGHT 


AS WITH the engineering and design 
work, the emphasis for the sales pitch of 
VF Series II is the sports models - SV6, SS, 
SS-V and SS-V Redline. They’re the models 
with the bulk of the changes. 

They’re also the models now accounting 
for the bulk of Commodore sales - more 
than 50 percent in 2015, up from 
18 percent when VE arrived in 2006. The 
drop in fleet sales of base Commodores 
would have some impact on the model 
split, but SVG has been Australia’s 
favourite big Holden for close to a decade. 

“People want a sports sedan,” says 
general manager of marketing Ben Lasry. 
“Not just private buyers ... we’ve seen a 
shift with fleets.” 

And it’s the V8 that’s the focus of the 
marketing campaign. As well as the design 
tweaks, expect the focus to be on the 
character and thrill of driving a V8. “The V8 
will get a fair bit of attention,” admits Lasry. 

The TV and online ads will focus on 
the efforts gone into beefing up the 
sound, or making “the Lion roar again”. 




BEN LASRY - GENERAL MANAGER, PRODUCT MARKETING 


“My work with VF Series II only I drive; it’s all I ever will drive. the fact we have a big control 

started recently; to oversee the “I feel we’ve struck a great balance over what we’re doing, that it’s 

car’s launch, get dealers enthused, between refinement and technology built in our backyard. But beyond 

make sure they understand the versus driving excitement ... and this, we’re looking at all sorts of 

product. And it’s been an absolute value for money. stuff have a big celebration at the 

honour to be involved with the last end [of local manufacturing]. 

Australian-made Holden. They call “As for the end of local Don’t worry; there will be 

me Mr Commodore internally. It’s all manufacturing, of course I’ll miss something special.” 



am COULD MAKE 
UP MORE THAN HALF 
OF COMMODORE 
SALES FOR VF II 

as Holden describes it. Lasry also says 
those V8s could make up more than half 
of Commodore sales, especially at the 
beginning and end of the VF II’s life. 

In 2014, 35 percent of all Commodores, 
Caprices and Utes sold had the muscle of 
a V8 engine. Lasry is expecting that strong 
percentage to grow even further, and for 
the first time in Holden’s history its V8 
models could account for more than half 
of its large car sales. 

“We’d be expecting it to go a bit north of 


that,” Lasry says, referencing the model’s 
current high V8 mix. “It could potentially 
be around 50-50 at launch.” 

Existing Commodore owners will be 
high on Holden’s hit list. Fishermans Bend 
knows many of its V8 customers are happy 
and will miss the Aussie muscle car once 
it’s gone for good. The thinking is that 
many will be tempted by more power and 
more noise. 

“We’ve got about 1.5 million Commodore 
customers on our database ... we’re going 
to make sure these people lust after the 
VF Series II,” says Lasry. “We want them 
to have to have this car. This is not a want, 
it’s a need.” But the challenge will be 
maintaining respectable sales until the 
production line is closed in late 2017. 

Car makers typically throw more 
incentives at a car as it reaches its run-out 
phase, but Holden’s VF II Commodore will 
be an unknown quantity. Its replacement 
will be imported, and that could be 
enough for the faithful to argue it won’t 
be a real Commodore. 


COMMODORE; THE SWANGSONG 

THE VF Series II is the last major change 
to the Commodore before local production 
ceases in 2017. But there’s more to come 
over the remaining two and a bit years, 
including limited editions and celebratory 
models closer to the production closure. 

(Holden has registered the names 
Bathurst and Panorama, giving an idea of 
what might be in the pipeline.) 
There’s also likely to be equipment 
upgrades as Series II nears the end. 
One thing locked into the engineering 
slate is development work for the V6 
engine to prepare it for stricter Euro 5 
emissions standards in November 2016. 
Given the engineering resources and costs 
required, it’s likely only the 3.6-Iitre will 
be upgraded while the 3.0-litre version 
will be quietly shelved. 

The 3.6 is expected to maintain similar 
210kW/350Nm outputs, but receive 
changes to its exhaust and engine control 
systems to meet a 25 percent reduction 
in nitrous oxide and limit the amount of 
non-methane hydrocarbons. 



Get new car advice 
from the experts - 
not your neighbour. 

WhichCar helps you find the purrrrfect new car! 
Enjoy friendly, independent advice from the experts 
at Australia's ultimate new car comparison site. 



whichcar.com.au 




ujhichcar 


find wtilch new c*r li right for you 


WhkJiCkr Match Makar Hvip* Rnd ibur ParMict Car 


SM0 l Wh« typS V Cll «• vev Wkjtid. Mr? 


O 06 & 

© 0) ® 0 


Of? Quick Cat Saareh Qfl Search hy Body Type 


S««cii ■■ rwi» CifiL ti Auffirttii 




A 



uihichcorc^I^ 





euro hot hatches 
traoe blows in 

THE URBAN RING 


Punched 








The VW performed its impressive times with little 
fuss and minimal noise, leaving the line with a sound 
like an angry slide whistle or a chirruping bird. The 
car that followed it onto the rubber-sprayed startline, 
the vehicle it is here to beat - Peugeot’s eye-searing 
208 GTi 30th Anniversary edition - made a completely 
different impression. 

The Pug launched in a burbling explosion of revs and 
parping exhaust, looking and sounding like the faster car. 
The hardcore tweakers who brought us the RCZ-R have 
worked their magic on the GTi’s 1.6-litre turbo engine, 
giving it a poetic 208 metric horsepower (153kW) and 
300Nm, resulting in a claimed 0-100 time of 6.5sec. 

The best we could manage was 6.56, to be precise, 
and a standing 400m of 14.8sec at 157km/h. It warms 
up from there, though, hitting 180km/h in 20.4, a good 
0.6sec faster than the Polo. In real-world terms, there’s 
nothing between them, but you only need glance at a 
photo to see that they are entirely different cars. 

Everything about the pretty Pug looks and feels a bit 
special. It’s the French company’s birthday present to 
itself, a celebration of the legendary Peugeot 205 GTi, 
and it looks like it’s been half unwrapped. 

The cool-looking black and red paint job seen here is 
a $6000 option that takes the sticker beyond $40K and 
the hot Pug into another segment. It isn’t actually a 
wrap (even though it looks like one in the flesh) and in 


COULD be going out on a particularly shaky and 
xenophobic limb here, but I’m not sure I trust the 
Germans. It seems they sometimes say things they 
don’t really mean. 

BMW said it would “never, ever, ever” make a front- 
wheel-drive car; Volkswagen told us that smaller- 
displacement engines were the future and that no 
one wanted manual gearboxes anymore, even in hot 
matchbox hatches like the Polo. And then there was 
that whole thing back in 1938, with the country’s chief 
midget agreeing to “peace in our time”. But then he 
was a vegetarian - allegedly - and thus a lunatic. 

Perhaps in the case of Volkswagen we should be 
generous enough to see its updated Polo GTI, with a 
whopping great 1.8-litre turbo engine (replacing the 
1.4-litre twin-charger) and a truly joyous manual gearbox 
once again available, as the Germans’ ability to admit 
when they’re wrong. Or pretend they never said it. 

They can also be humble, as they clearly were when 
claiming a O-lOOkm/h time of 6.7 seconds for the GTI 
with its 141kW and 320Nm (at least in the manual; 
limp-legged DSG drivers get just 250Nm). 

On a chilly morning at Sydney Dragway, surrounded 
by enough scavenging crows to populate a series of Game 
of Thrones, we saw the Polo pull 6.4sec to lOOkm/h, and 
a standing 400m of 14.7 at 155km/h. Perhaps there is no 
replacement for displacement, after all. 
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CLOCKWISE FROM 
ABOVE RIGHT: NO, 
THAT'S NOT A WRAP, 

IT REALLY IS PAINT; 
TASTY BLACK 18-INCH 
WHEELS, SEXY RED 
CALIPERS; CARBON- 
LOOK INSTRUMENT 
FACES, IF YOU CAN SEE 
THEM; 30 YEARS SINCE 
THE LEGENDARY 205 GTI 






msotoftt 


BELOW LEFT: WITHOUT 
ADAPTIVE DAMPERS, 
MY15 POLO'S RIDE IS 
PUNISHING BUT IT 
HANDLES WELL. BELOW 
RIGHT: TARTAN TRIM 
MAY BE VW CODE FOR 
'SPORTY', BUT THAT'S 
WHERE THE GO-FAST 
EMBELLISHMENT ENDS 






Economical, 
with the truth 

VOLKSWAGEN may 
have gone cautious 
with its O-lOOkm/h 
performance claim 
- we easily beat the 
time - but its fuel 
economy figure of 
6.1L/100km (5.7 
for the DSG) would 
be a little harder 
to achieve. We 
managed 9.7L/100km 
in the Polo against 
8.9L/100km in the 
208. Frankly, though, 
considering the way 
the two cars were 
driven, even those 
figures are pretty 
damn impressive. 



FACT IS, SMALL HOT HATCHES LIKE 
THESE WORK BETTER ANO ARE 
MORE INVOLVING AS MANUALS 



fact takes an extra 17 hours in the paint shop. 

The interior is a hoot, too, with splashes of bright red 
on the floor mats and everywhere else they can fit it in, 
a rally-style steering wheel, and superb sporty bucket 
seats that are so wide you need tiny little girly hands 
to squeeze between the bolster and the door handle, 
so it’s easier to get set up with the door open. But the 
driving position is perfect, nice and low, and the whole 
experience is ruined only by the stupid French insistence 
on hiding all the instruments behind the steering wheel, 
unless you’re unnecessarily tall. Don’t get me started... 

Clearly, Peugeot has thrown everything at making this 
car a proper celebration, including a television ad that 
has to be seen (YouTube it now), featuring swooping 
bombers, a cracking frozen lake and a drive down a 
snowboard half-pipe that launches the car into a vertical 
roll, during which it is “inverted”, as Maverick would say, 
over the top of a helicopter gun ship. 

By comparison, the Polo looks mundane, like a 
shopping trolley with nice wheels. Visual excitement 
is on the low end of the scale, but the interior feels 
typically classy, with traditional tartan seats the only 
giveaway that you’ve shelled out for something special. 
Sadly, those seats don’t go as low to the floor as you’d 
like in a sporty car, meaning you feel like you sit in the 
Peugeot and on the Polo. 

The 208’s interior might win in style terms, but you 
only need look at the roof linings to know which one 
wins for quality. Unfortunately, your eyes are drawn 


to the cheap and cardboard-ish Peugeot’s roof because 
that’s where you’ll find the little plaque telling you 
what number of this limited edition you’ve bought. On 
the other hand, the Polo’s interior feels premium and 
Germanic. It might seem like a small thing, but it makes 
the Peugeot feel like the cheaper car, which it clearly 
isn’t at $35,990 (plus $6K for the fancy paint). 

The Polo starts at $27,490, but you’ll surely add $1700 
for a bundle that includes sat-nav, reversing camera and 
parking sensors, $500 for metallic paint and possibly 
even $3300 for the Luxury pack (LED headlights, 
leather-look seats and a panoramic sunroof). Many 
buyers will also throw in $2500 for the DSG gearbox, 
but they’re fools. 

The simple fact is that mini hot hatches like this, with 
their limited torque, work better and are more involving 
as manuals. Peugeot knows it and doesn’t even offer an 
auto option. The previous Polo GTI was a lesser car for 
not offering one, and the Renaultsport Clio now looks 
marginalised by being flappy-paddle only. 

The 30th Anniversary Pug is a particular joy to row 
through the gears, with the ability to take mid-size 
corners in fourth, smack in the mid-range, or to make 
more angry noises by holding third. 

What really makes the 208 GTi 30 special along a 
twisty road, though, is its specially developed Torsen 
front diff, which not only banishes the very idea of 
understeer, but allows you to pick up the throttle early 
in the corner and plant it with impunity. 
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WE LOVE THE POLO'S 
POLISH, DRIVING 
DYNAMICS AND SMALL- 
CAR SOPHISTICATION, 
BUT NEXT TO THE 
FLAMBOYANT 208 GTI, 
IT'S VEERING TOWARD AN 
AUSTERITY MEASURE 




WHEN it comes to buying a hot 
hatch, the more obvious choice 
might be the car that’s not here; 
Ford’s Fiesta ST, which is so cheap 
($25,990) that it would be a full 
$16K less than a specially painted 
Anniversary 208 GTi. 


We’re all huge fans of the ST, 
with its Aston-aping nose and 
frenetically fun driving style and 
performance. While it clearly loses 
out to the Pug on interior fit-out 
(and the VW, too), you can’t go past 
its bang for your bucks. 


There’s no sense of traction-control systems 
struggling to keep you on line, just a seamless surge of 
point-and-go power. It’s glorious, as are the grip levels 
and the sharpness of the steering, which is perhaps 
exacerbated by the tiny steering wheel. A bit more 
weight would be nice, but you could argue the light 
feel suits the size of the car. 

The Pug’s ageing engine strains rather than sings at 
the top end, and makes a bit more noise than would be 
appreciated, although it does sound sportier than the 
rather restrained Polo. 

I must admit that on paper, and on previous efforts, 

I expected the VW to take this fight easily. Much like 
the mad midget, I believe in the inherent superiority of 
German technology, most of the time. 

In reality, it’s not even close. Switching between the 
two, you just don’t feel as connected to the Polo, partly 
because of the seating position, but also the lighter, less 
talkative steering. The Volkswagen also has a far firmer 
and less forgiving ride (adaptive dampers will feature 
on MY16 models), a much smaller boot (though you get 
a space-saver versus a can of goo in the 208) and, while 
its electronic diff lock also does a good job of negating 
understeer, its software struggles more with getting 
power down. Even in the ESC Sport setting, you can feel 
the traction systems working, whereas the intrusion of 
computers is imperceptible in the 208. 

In isolation, the Polo GTI is a great little thing, 
with fantastic performance and mid-range torque. 




THERE’D BE NOTHING IN IT AROUND 
A TRACK, BUT THE PEUGEOT WOULD 
LEAVE YOU WITH A BIGOER^MILE 


particularly when you’re in the sweet spot, anywhere 
from 3000 to SSOOrpm. It also has rear doors and 
a genuinely useable back seat (you wouldn’t put 
your worst enemy behind you in the Peugeot). It’s 
remarkable to think how close this Polo is to a Golf GTI 
Mk5, only with less understeer and better handling. 

There’s little to separate the French and German 
efforts in terms of pace in a straight line, and there 
would be nothing in it around a track, but the Peugeot 
would give you a bigger smile. A lot of credit must go to 
the Torsen diff, but the whole experience - design, feel 
and fun factor - is simply better. 

Being a particularly obstinate person, I’ve always 
said I wouldn’t buy a 208 simply because of the whole 
steering wheel versus instrument placement, but for 
this car I’d put up with it and change my set-up. 

Only I can’t, and nor can you, because the 30th 
Anniversary edition cars are almost sold out. Only 500 
will be built, and just 26 were assigned to our market. 
As we went to print, just four of those remained. 

It might be on the expensive side, but it’s hard to 
think of a better way to spend $36K, because you won’t 
get as much attention, or satisfaction, out of any other 
car of that value. The Fiesta ST might run it close as a 
drive, but not as an event. So in the end you might have 
to buy the Polo because you can actually have one. 

You might not be able to trust the Germans in every 
single way, but when it comes to hot hatches and GTI 
badges, they don’t often get it wrong. 


$35, 990/As tested $39,990** $27, 490/As tested $29,690** 


Drivetrain 


Engine 

in-line 4, dohc, 16v, turbo 

in-line 4, dohc, 16v, turbo 

Layout 

front enqine (east-west), front drive 

front enqine (east-west), front drive 

Capacity 

1598CC 

1798CC 

Power 

153kW@5800rDm 

141kW@4300-6200rDm 

Torque 

300Nm@1700rpm 

320Nm@ 1450-4200rDm 

Transmission 

6-speed manual 

6-speed manual 


Chassis 

Body 

steel, 3 doors, 5 seats 

steel, 5 doors, 5 seats 

L/W/H/W-B 
Front/rear track 

3962/1739/1460/2538mm 

1502mm/1508 

3983/1682/1443/2470mm 

1447/1441mm 

Weight 

1160kQ 

1234kq 

Boot capacity 

311 litres 

204 litres 

Fuel/capacity 

oetrol/50 litres 

petrol/45 litres 

Fuel consumption 

8.9L/100km (test averaqe) 

9.7L/100km (test averaqe) 

Suspension 

Front: struts, A-arms, anti-roll bar 
Bear: torsion beam, trailing arms, 
coil springs, anti-roll bar 

Front: struts, A-arms, anti-roll bar 
Bear: torsion beam, trailing arms, 
coil springs, anti-roll bar 

Steering 

electric rack-and-pinion 

electric rack-and-pinion 

Turning circle 

11.4m (2.9 turns lock-to-lock) 

10.6m (2.7 turns lock-to-lock) 

Front brakes 

ventilated discs (323mm) 

ventilated discs (310mm) 

Bear brakes 

solid discs (249mm) 

solid discs (230mm) 

Tyres 

Michelin Pilot Super Sport 

Continental ContiPremiumContact2 

Tyre size 

205/40ZR18 86Y 

215/40R17 87Y 


Safetv 

NCAP rating 

[ ★★★★★ (AUS) 

★★★★★ (AUS) 

" 1 

Performance 


Power to weiqht: 132kW per tonne 

Redline/cut-out: 6200/6700rpm 

Power to weiqht: 114kW per tonne 

Redline/cut-out: 6000/6900rpm 


Speed at indicated lOOkm/h: 96 

Speed at indicated lOOkm/h: 97 


Speed in gears 


O 

59km/h@6200rpm 

56km/h@6000rpm 

a 

108km/h@6200rpm 

lOlkm/h @6000rpm 

Q 

162km/h@6200rpm 

143km/h@6000rpm 

o 

228km/h@6200rpm 

183km/h@6000rpm 

0 

230km/h@5400rpm* 

223km/h@6000rpm 

0 

230km/h@4800rpm* 

236km/h@5320rpm* 


Standing start acceleration 



0-20km/h: 0 9sec 

8-28km/h: 1 Osec 


0-40km/h: 21 sec 

8-48km/h: 2 Osec 


0-60km/h: 3 6sec 

8-68km/h: 3 4sec 


0-80km/h: 4 9sec 

8-88km/h: 4 6sec 


0-100km/h: 6 6sec 

8-188km/h: 6 4sec 


0-120km/h: 91 sec 

8-128km/h: 9 Osec 


0-140km/h: 11 7sec 

B-14Bkm/h: 11 7sec 


0-160km/h: 15 5sec 

8-168km/h: 15 7sec 


0-180km/h: 20 4sec 

8-188km/h: 21 Osec 




8-488m: 14.8sec @ 156.8km/h 

8-488m: 14.7sec @ 155.3km/h 


Bolling acceleration: 3rd/4th/5th/6th 

8B-12Bkm/h: 3.9/5.0/6.4/7.7sec 

Bolling acceleration: 3rd/4th/5th/6th 

8B-12Bkm/h: 3.9/4.7/5.7/7.2sec 


Braking distance 

Braking distance 


188km/h-8: 375m 

188km/h-8: 375m 

Uerdict 

8.5/10 1 

8.0/10 1 

0 

Handling adjustability; power-down; 
personality; induction growl; styling 

Strong, elastic performance; slick 
gearshift; quality finish; affordable price 


Not cheap with bi-polar paint; only 
two doors; Polo is slightly quicker 

Very firm ride; engine arguably 
too refined; no proper LSB 


Track: Sydney Dragway, dry. Temp: 12°C. 

Driver: Nathan Ponchard. ‘Manufacturer’s claim 
Warranty: 3yr/100, 000km. Service interval: 12 
months/15, 000km. Redbook 3-year resale: 53%. 
AAMI insurance $937. 

“Includes: Prestige paint ($4000) 

Track: Sydney Dragway, dry. Temp: 11°C. 

Driver: Nathan Ponchard. ‘Manufacturer’s claim 
Warranty: 3yr/unlimited km. Service interval: 12 
months/15,000km. Redbook 3-year resale: 59%. 
AAMI insurance $889. “Includes: metallic paint 
($500), Drive Assistance pack ($1700) 
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■ ■ YOU want to know how not to take over a car 

H H company, look at Jaguar. In 1989 the Coventry cat 

H was bought by Ford, an American company that 

H had no experience with European luxury cars. 

H H Ford imposed its platforms, parts and planning, creating 

H H a fragmented model family and stifling development 

I H of models that were important to the Jaguar brand. It’s 

H H understood that Ford lost a couple of billion every year. 

want to know how to take over a car company, 
look at Jaguar. In 2008 it was bought by Tata, an Indian 
company that had no experience with European luxury 
cars. Tata acknowledged as much and put its faith in 
Jaguar’s experienced and enthusiastic leaders, who 
began developing a cohesive family of desirable models. 
It’s enjoyed double-digit growth almost every year since. 

The XE sedan is crucial to continuing that success. 

It’s the volume model that provides the stability for 
investment in new, niche-seeking models like the recent 
F-Pace SUV. Just look at the track records of its rivals: 
BMW’s 3 Series still constitutes more than 26 percent of 
its maker’s volume; Mercedes-Benz’s C-Class more than 
22 percent. 

Jaguar hasn’t had a contender in the class since the 
Ford Mondeo-based X-Type of 2001-09 - and it hasn’t 
had a successful contender there, ever. Ironically, the 
all-new XE wears the same name as a landmark Ford 
Falcon, but this car’s mission is to shake off any whiff of 
Jag’s Ford past. 

As an indication of how different today’s landscape 


is, consider that the once prolific Falcon is today 
comfortably outsold by the C-Class, and has been for 
more than two years. Prestige is the new mainstream. 

It’s the C-Class that we’ve pitted against the Jaguar, 
not least because of the car’s dominance in the class; 
in the first six months of this year it had pretty much 
outsold all its rivals combined. But there’s also the matter 
of BMW, Audi, Lexus et al being currently in the throes 
of replacing their rival models (see breakout, p89). 

Let’s hope they’ve been diligent in throwing their 
drink cans into the recycling because these two cars 
suggest that if you ain’t into aluminium, you ain’t in the 
game. The body structure of this W205-series Mercedes 
comprises 48 percent aluminium; Jaguar beats that with 
a boast of 75 percent in the XE’s structure. 

The XE arrives in four trim levels, with four engine 
choices - a new Ingenium 2.0-litre diesel and a 
supercharged 3.0-litre V6 framing a pair of old (Ford 
Ecoboost) 2.0-litre four-cylinder petrol turbos making 
147kW/280Nm or 177kW/340Nm. All drive through an 
eight-speed automatic transmission, a cog count equalled 
in this class by the 3 Series and the Volvo S60. 

Our test car is the base petrol ‘20t’ in Prestige trim, 
listing at $60,400 and including leather seating, keyless 
entry/start, ambient interior lighting, full electric seat 
adjustment, parking sensors, reversing camera and 
eight-inch touchscreen. Our Polaris White example is 
optioned with a sliding panoramic roof ($1860), park 
distance control and semi-automated parking ($1580), 
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cold-climate pack including heated seats and wheel 
($1050), and an optional design of alloy wheel ($600). 

By no coincidence, the Mercedes-Benz C200 also 
has a 2.0-litre turbo four, making ballpark power and 
torque (135kW/300Nm) and listing at $60,900. Our Polar 
White C200 has the optional Vision Package ($3454), 
comprising the almost full-length panoramic sunroof 
(with electric blinds), head-up display and ‘intelligent’ 
LED lighting. So there’s little more than a grand 
between them as tested. 

Ambient interior lighting is standard in the C200, 
though its upholstery is ‘Artico man-made leather’ 
rather than the bovine-made variety. The seats have full 
electric adjustment (including, as in the Jag, four-way 
lumbar), and there’s also keyless entry/start, the Audio 
20 infotainment screen (controlled by touchpad/knob) 
and blind-spot warning. 

Both cars offer cockpit adjustment for the suspension, 
steering, transmission and throttle mapping. 

With similar dimensions, powerplants and equipment, 
surely the main thing that matters about all this 
lightweight aluminium construction is how much they 
end up weighing. And it all starts to look a bit silly 
because the abundantly alloy XE tips the scales at 
1530kg, which is 65kg on the wrong side of the C200 

The Mercedes has an 
elegance that suggests 
traditional coachbuilding 


and a whopping 135kg heavier than the now four-year-old 
BMW 320i. 

No question that the Jaguar has the latest and freshest 
look in the class (at least until the new Audi A4 hits the 
market next year). The exterior perfectly conveys the 
XE’s sporting intent, but it’s conventionally handsome. 
Details such as the LED tail-light signature (echoed 
in the dashboard lighting), the steering wheel and the 
instrumentation strongly evoke Jag’s hero E-Type sports 
car, but elements about the XE’s wedgy body hint at 
Tesla, Audi, BMW and even Honda. 

The Mercedes’ styling is more likely to polarise 
people. To these eyes, its thrusting proportions, 
with a long bonnet and tightly tucked tail, have an 
elegance and distinctiveness that suggest traditional 
coachbuilding. This base-level C-Class is also quite 
jewelled, with brightwork in the front vents, front 
splitter and elsewhere about the body. Like the Jag, 
it runs 18-inch alloys, similarly shod with 225/45 front 
and 245/40 rear tyres. 

You’d swear the Jaguar is shorter and stockier 
than the long, lithe Benz, and it is - but by less than 
a thumbnail between bumpers, and on a wheelbase 
that’s just 5mm shorter. The Jaguar is, however, 40mm 
wider and 26mm lower, on tracks that are 14mm and 
33mm wider front and rear, these differences helping to 
account for the Benz’s narrower, tapered-tail appearance. 

The themes naturally carry through to the interiors, 
where the Jaguar’s dashboard is architectural and 
tastefully edgy. The two-tone colour scheme (ours in 
Latte and Jet - ooh, ra-therl) complements beautiful 
elements like the reverse-angled sweep across the 
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ABOVE: JAG GETS THE DESIGN 
TOUCHES AND AMBIENCE 
MOSTLY RIGHT, BUT STUMBLES 
WITH REAR SEAT PACKAGING. 
BELOW: MERC COUNTERS WITH 
A COOL, CONTEMPORARY FEEL, 
AND NAILS THE FUNDAMENTALS 


Hits and missing 

THE luxury compact class is 
one of the most important 
in Australia - Mercedes’ 
dominant C-Class first began 
outselling the Ford Falcon 
more than two years ago - 
and is becoming more so 
with the looming end of local 
manufacturing. 

We assembled just the class 
leader and the internationally 
acclaimed newcomer because 
the rest of the class is in a 
state of flux. Rival carmakers 
are right now falling over 
themselves to fill the category 
with new sheetmetal. 

BMW’s facelifted 3 Series 
arrives in October, and 
introduces a new modular 
family of in-line engines, 
comprising three-cylinder 
1.5, four-cylinder 2.0 and 
six- cylinder 3.0 -litre units. 
Suspensions have also been 
revised. 

Audi will also reveal its 
latest A4 (above) , which is 
all-new and, like its rivals, 
boasts some impressive 
weight saving (up to 120kg) 
and significantly improved 
interior space. 

Plenty of eyes are also 
on Alfa Romeo’s new 
Giulia, which has already 
visually wowed us in hi-po 
Quadrifoglio form with a 
turbo V6. Even lesser models, 
however, will benefit from 
the Maserati Ghibli- derived 
rear-drive chassis and light 
weight, in this case provided 
by carbonfibre used for the 
roof, bonnet and prop shaft, 
and aluminium for the doors 
and guards. The Giulia is due 
in Oz late next year. 

Also expected any day 
now is the Lexus lS200t, 
which ditches the current 
lS250’s atmo V6 in favour of 
a 2.0-litre turbo four with 
more power, torque and 
fuel efficiency, while Volvo’s 
handsome and worthy S60 
is ageing well, having made 
the switch to four-cylinder 
boosted engines in 2014. 
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Light years 

ALUMINIUM finally seems to be 
living up to its hype as the miracle 
metal of carmaking. But it’s taken a 
couple of decades of false starts and 
indulgent supercars to figure out that 
the most cost-effective way to apply it 
is in combination with steel. 

The XE is described as ‘aluminium- 
intensive’, with the lightweight metal 
accounting for no less than 75 percent 
of the modular chassis that’s also 
destined for a range of future models. 
It’s a clever, selective use of alloys 
(70 percent being the high-strength 
variety, up from 30 percent in the XJ) 
and steel; for example, the 
A-pillars are in high-strength alloy, 
the B-pillars a sandwich of alloy and 
steel and high-density foam. 

Mercedes-Benz took a similarly 
dramatic aluminium uptake in the 
shift from W204-series C-Class, which 
was less than 10 percent aluminium, 
to the W205, at 48 percent. Aluminium 
is used in many major castings like the 
rear cross-member, rear suspension 
mounts and almost all body panels. 

But it’s structurally kept in check with 
high-strength steels in areas including 
the roof rails, windscreen frame and 
suspension bracing. 

C-Class kerb weights dropped by up 
to 75kg versus W204, while rigidity 
improved 20 percent. 
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BELOW: JAGUAR'S 
2.0-LITRE 
TURBO-PETROL, 
HERE IN BASE 
147kW/280Nm 
GUISE, IS ONE 
OF THE LAST 
REMAINING 
THREADS TO 
FORD'S OWNERSHIP 
- IT'S ESSENTIALLY 
THE MONDEO'S 
DONK TURNED 
LONGITUDINALLY. 
A NEW FAMILY OF 
JAGUAR PETROL 
ENGINES ARE DUE 
NEXT YEAR. 



dash and door trims, which are likewise endowed with 
interesting angles. An owner would not quickly tire of 
looking at this interior. 

One thing that does get old quickly is the Jaguar’s 
pop-up rotary transmission selector (supplemented, as 
in the Merc, by steering wheel paddles). Along with 
its piano-black surround, it occupies exactly the same 
footprint in the centre console as would a conventional 
manual or automatic gate. The Mercedes’ column-stalk 
selector, meanwhile, does actually save space, resulting 
in a large and convenient stowage bin. 

The Mercedes’ interior is more about ovoid forms, 
classic charcoals and real brushed aluminium, along 
with a share of piano-black plastic and fake chrome. 

The scalloped dash houses a row of metal-look toggles 
for its HVAC and other controls, an arrangement that’s 
easier to use (in daytime, especially) than the Jaguar’s 
flush buttons. 

Instrumentation between the two cars is almost 
identical, with torpedo-tubed analogue speedos and 
tachos flanking nicely legible LED mini-screens. 

Mercedes’ information screen is plonked atop the dash 
like an errant iPad (sorry, tablet). It’s straightforward 
to use, via the hand-pad and control knob on the centre 
console, but the Jaguar tablet’s touch-sensitivity makes 
more sense. One suspects this may be a precursor to 
BYO tablets. 

The front seats in both cars are comfortable and 

Both these turbo 
four-cylinder 
engines are 
strong and sweet 


supporting, offering a huge range of adjustment. The 
XE’s are firmer and the leather actually a bit more 
slippery than the Benz’s slightly plusher pews. The 
Jaguar’s steering column adjustment is electric, the 
Merc’s manual. 

In the rear, both offer adequate legroom and space to 
slot feet beneath the front seats. The Benz appears to be 
the roomiest, and it is, though this is partly a visual trick 
of its shorter, chamfered cushion that gives bugger-all 
support for thighs. The Jag’s bench is flatter, but egress 
and entry are more difficult. More annoyingly, the XE’s 
bench pushes its occupants towards the centreline of the 
car, making it marginal as a three-seater. It also has less 
headroom, though neither car is especially generous here. 

Both feature split/folding backrests, giving access to 
the boot. The Merc’s has the larger volume, but the Jag’s 
is longer and perhaps more usefully shaped. 

At standstill, it seems, the Jaguar offers a more 
sporting and edgy alternative to the more conservative, 
comfortably rounded Mercedes. Wonder if there’s a 
theme developing here? 

Both these turbocharged four-cylinder engines are 
strong and sweet, and both feature idle-stop for an 
economy kick. Neither sounds especially sporting, but 
neither does their sound cheapen the ambience. 

The Jaguar makes 12kW more, at a similar SSOOrpm, 
but the Benz develops 20Nm more torque from a low 
1200rpm. The XE needs 1750rpm on board to begin 
delivering its 280Nm maximum. The Mercedes proved 
the more frugal on our test, by a margin of 0.3L/100km. 

You would pick the Jaguar as the quicker of the two 
cars. Its throttle response is sharper (whether in Normal 
or Dynamic), with a lively feel, a yearning to rev and 
generally quicker shifting through its fuller box of ratios. 
Only occasionally in normal driving does the Jag’s 
eight-speeder get indecisive, notably after you’ve been 
using the manual paddles. 

The Mercedes is similarly linear in its power delivery 
- there’s no trace of lag in either - but its seven-speed 
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Jaguar has pounced 
and produced a car 
that’s immediately 
on the mark 

transmission has a weird, momentary pause at each 
upshift, punctuating the perception of progress. 

For all that, though, the C-Class emerges as the 
quicker of the two. We manage 7.7sec from O-lOOkm/h 
(three-tenths slower than Merc’s claim) and a standing 
400m in 15.4sec. In the Jaguar, our identical 7.7sec 
sprint matches the manufacturer’s claim, and the 400m 
arrives in 15.6sec. 

Tellingly, beyond lOOkm/h the Jaguar begins to hit its 
stride. It reaches 160km/h some two seconds before the 
Merc. More usefully, the XE’s SO-lOOkm/h overtaking 
performance is more than half a second better. 

In braking, however, the roles are reversed - and 
somewhat alarmingly - the Mercedes scrambling from 
lOOkm/h to standstill in 35.6 metres, some 6.2m shorter. 

That theme we’ve been alluding to plays out entirely 
on the open road, where even in their comfort-oriented 
modes (Normal in the Jag, Comfort in the Merc) the 
British car proves to be more tautly suspended, quick to 
respond and impeccably well controlled. 

The XE’s quick turn-in is heightened (but not by 
much) in Dynamic mode, where a subtle response at 
the straight-ahead transitions quickly to a grab for the 
corner apex. The tail is also in on the act, the chassis 
pivoting into the corner with very little bodyroll. There’s 
bags of grip, until it begins to push into a firm, flat, 
predictable understeer. The Jag feels really quick and 
agile, though there’s some trade-off in the steering being 
a bit less directionally relaxed in motorway cruising. The 
ride manages that fabled British balancing act of being 
communicative yet comfortable. 

Where the Jaguar dances through corners, the 
Mercedes flows. The steering is linear and (in Comfort) 
just short of lazy; the difference in weighting and turn-in 
with Sport or Sport Plus engaged is more pronounced, 
though turn-in is still less sudden than the Jaguar’s 
Normal setting. There’s more bodyroll, a softer ride (a bit 
floaty in Comfort), earlier and more obvious warnings 
when pushed clumsily fast into a corner, where the 
Merc’s chassis neutrality is almost eerie. 

Where the Jaguar covers ground quickly and 
entertainingly, the Merc seems to mould itself to the 
road and flow with it. It’s the blob you won’t shake from 
the rear-view mirror. 

This is one of those tests where ‘comparison’ is a lot 
easier than ‘conclusion’. 

Jaguar has obviously positioned the XE as the sporty 
alternative in the class and they’ve absolutely nailed it. 
Against the 30 or 40 years of experience accumulated 
by Mercedes-Benz and BMW in this segment. Jaguar has 
pounced virtually out of nowhere and produced a car 
that’s immediately on the mark. It may have only a 
few months to enjoy the limelight, until the facelifted 
3 Series and newcomer Alfa Romeo Giulia try to muscle 
into the same sporting niche. 

Buyers in this segment are stepping up for the 
European experience. Eor some, that means overtly 
sporting character. Eor many others, it’s expressed in the 
Benz’s apparently idiot-proof dynamics, more comfortable 
ride, better rear cabin, outward impression of richness, 
and more confident expectation of retained value. 

Eor the moment, the C-Class is the more accomplished 
of these two cars. But there’s only a whisker in it. 



$60, 400/As tested $65,490** $60, 900/As tested $64,354** 

Drivetrain 


Engine 

in-line 4, dohc, 16v, turbo 

in-line 4, dohc, 16v, turbo 

Layout 

front engine (north-south), rear drive 

front engine (north-south), rear drive 

Capacity 

1999CC 

1991CC 

Power 

147kW@5500rpm 

135kW@5500rpm 

Torque 

280Nm@ 1750-4000rpm 

300Nm@ 1200-4000rpm 

Transmission 

8-speed automatic 

Chassis 

7-speed automatic 

Body 

aluminium/steel, 4 doors, 5 seats 

aluminium/steel, 4 doors, 5 seats 

L/W/H/W-B 

4672/1850/1416/2835mm 

4686/1810/1442/2840mm 

Front/rear track 

1602/1603mm 

1588/1570mm 

Weight 

1530kg 

1465kg 

Boot capacity 

455 litres 

480 litres 

Fuel/capacity 

petrol/63 litres 

oetrol/66 litres 

Fuel consumption 

9.7L/100km (test average) 

9.4L/100km (test average) 

Suspension 

Front: double A-arms, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar Rear: multi-links, 
coil springs, anti-roll bar 

Front: multi-links, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar Rear: multi-links, 
coil springs, anti-roll bar 

Steering 

electric rack-and-pinion 

electric rack-and-pinion 

Turning Circle 

11.6m (2.6 turns lock-to-lock) 

11.2m (2.3 turns lock-to-lock) 

Front brakes 

ventilated discs (325mm) 

ventilated discs (305mm) 

Rear brakes 

ventilated discs (325mm) 

solid discs (300mm) 

Tyres 

Pirelli Cinturato P7 

Continental ContiSportContactSSR 

Tyre size 

225/45R18(f),245/40R18(r) 

225/45R18(f),245/40R18(r) 


Safety 


NCAP rating 


I ★★★★★ (Euro) 

Performance 


Power to weight: 96kW per tonne 
Redline/cut-out 6400/6500rpm 


Speed at indicated 100km/h: 94 

Speed in gears 

O 47km/h @ 6400rpm 

O 71km/h@6400rpm 

O 106km/h@6400rpm 

O 133km/h@6400rpm 

O 173km/h@6400rpm 

O 223km/h @ 6400rpm 

^ 220km/h@5200rpm* 

O 220km/h@4700rpm* 

Standing-start acceieration 


O-ZOkm/h: 1 4sec 


0-40kni/h: 2 5sec 


O-MIp/h: 3 9sec 


O-SOkm/h: 5 6sec 


O-IOOkm/h: 7 6sec 


O-IZOkm/h: 10 2sec 


0-140kni/ii: 13 5sec 


O-ISOkm/h: 176sec 


i: 15.6sec@150.5km/h 


Rolling acceleration: Drive 
80-120kni/h: 4 4sec 


Braking distance 


lOOkm/h-0: 41 8m 


★★★★★ (Euro) 


Power to weight: 92kW per tonne 
Redline/cut-out: 6200/6200rpm 



1 Verdict 8.0/10 I 

8.0/10 

;r^ Engaging, driver-focused chassis; 

^ 1 lively, polished powertrain; boot size 

Rear-seat packaging issues; 
some interior elements disappoint 

Forgiving, neutral handling balance; 
supple ride; cabin packaging 

Auto upshifts not seamless; 
floaty ride in comfort mode 

Track: Sydney Dragway, dry. Temp: 7“C. Driver: 
Michael Stahl. ‘Estimated or manufacturer’s claim. 
Warranty: 3yr/unlimited km. Service interval:12 
months/15, 000km. Redbook 3-year resale: N/A. 

AAMI insurance: $1045. 

“Includes panoramic roof ($1860), park distance 
control and semi-automated parking ($1580), cold- 
climate pack ($1050), optional alloy wheels $600). 

Track: Sydney Dragway, dry. Temp: 7“C. Driver: 
Michael Stahl. ‘Estimated or manufacturer’s claim. 
Warranty: 3yr/1 00,000km. Service interval: 

12 months/16, 000km. Redbook 3-year resale: N/A. 
AAMI insurance: $930. 

“Includes Vision Package ($3454), comprising 
panoramic sunroof with electric blind, head-up 
display and ‘intelligent’ LED lighting. 
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IT’S minus-three degrees in Warwick, Queensiand. 


This town in the Darling Downs has the 
dubious distinction of being the coldest in 
the sunshine state today. But Warwick is 
getting ready to warm up. 

At the Sandy Creek Raceway, just west 
of town, 200 kart racers and their helpers 
have come from as far afield as New 
Zealand for a round of the Rotax Pro Tour 
kart series. Soon, the frozen air is being 
shattered by the buzz-saw blat and smoky 
scent of two-stroke engines. 

Karts rasp on elevated trolleys as 
frozen fingers fidget with carburettors, 
gear ratios and tyre pressures. Thanks 
to big-box hardware stores, the 
personalised marquees, rubber floor 
mats and professional tool trolleys 
make the paddock resemble a World 
Rally Championship service area. The 
transporter of choice is a signwritten 
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter. 

But aside from a few obvious exceptions, 
these are not works racing teams. They’re 
dads. Kart racing is a vast, bottomless 
dunny for daddy dollars. 

Local trucking company owner Peter 
Lane is president of the Warwick Kart 
Club. He co-drives an Evo VI in Targa 
rallies, but spends more tending karts for 
his son, Nic. 


“Probably 90 percent of the karting 
population is about family bonding, father- 
son,” Lane says. “We go away to races and 
sleep in our trailer. It’s time that you’ll 
never, ever have again. We can have a bad 
weekend and still have a great weekend.” 

Among all these dutiful race dads is 
one whose philosophy on winning might 
be a tad more finely tuned. Mick Doohan 
overcame potentially career-ending 
injuries in 1992 to win five consecutive 
SOOcc motorcycle world championships 
from 1994-98. He retired after another 
serious crash in May 1999. 

Doohan’s first child, daughter Allexis, 
was born just a few months after that 
crash. But he’s here in Warwick, wandering 
the paddock in jeans, trainers and sensibly 
warm parka, for son Jack, born in 2003. 

Jack Doohan - small, slightly built and 
quietly spoken - is already acknowledged 
as a growing force in junior karting. Last 
year he won the Rookie category of the 
CIK Stars of Karting championship and 
finished third in the TaG Cadet category, 
against an international field, at the 
prestigious SKUSA Supernats in Las Vegas. 

This year Jack has stepped up to KA 
Junior, and he’s already leading the series, 
racing against kids up to four years older. 


He’s also running the Rotax Pro Tour, which 
runs in parallel to the ‘official’ Australian 
Karting Association championship. 

Jack rode minibikes until he broke his 
leg at age five. Unlike his father, he didn’t 
fight back too hard from it. His hero is 
Michael Schumacher, for reasons that go 
beyond the German’s brilliance. 

“Michael gave both him and his sister a 
kart many years ago,” explains Mick. “That 
probably helped instigate the whole thing. 
And it’s just easier running around on 
something like that, it’s a bit safer; as 
a dad, you feel that it’s a bit easier to 
control. He raced BMX there for a while, 
he rode bikes for a while, but he just never 
sort of took off with it.” 

Friendships with international sports 
and entertainment stars is a simple reality 
of being a five-time world champion. Less 
well known is that Mick Doohan has gone 
on to even greater success post-racing 
across a broad portfolio of businesses. 

But he doesn’t get pestered at kart 
meetings. “Not here, mate,” he grins. “I’m 
the Gestapo.” 

In 2013, Doohan took on the roles of 
chairman and competition director for the 
AKA. On his mind was a restructuring of 
the classes, which he believed were too 
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Flying high 

DOOHAN’S Global Jet charter 
fleet is often employed for 
urgent Medevac journeys in 
the Pacific region, but the 
majority of work is corporate. 

It irks Doohan that many 
Australians understand 
so little about corporate 
aviation, a perceived 
extravagance that costs 
about $5000 an hour. 

“Say there’s 10 executives 
running around the Pacific 
Islands; it could take two 
weeks if they’re wasting time 
waiting for one flight a day 
- or they can do it in four 
days in a corporate aircraft 
and be working all the time 
between meetings. Or they 
can organise a face-to-face at 
the facilities [like Doohan’s 
Platinum Aviation Business 
Centre] , hop back on the 
aircraft and be back in their 
office in the afternoon. 

“You might be talking 
$10,000, but on a CEO’s $12 
million salary, what’s his 
hourly fee?” 

A bit more than Bronwyn 
Bishop’s we’d suggest. 




End of the ride 



OF THE career-ending 
highside at Jerez in 1999, Mick 
Doohan says he didn’t even 
realise it was happening until 
he was two metres in the air, 
looking down on his wildly 
thrashing bike. 

His subsequent impact 
with a barrier broke his 
collarbone, wrist, foot, ribs 
and right leg - the same one 
he’d smashed in 1992. This 
time he worked hard for six 
months before announcing 
his retirement. 

“To be honest, it probably 
wasn’t a bad way to walk 
away from the sport,” Mick 
reflects. “I knew that there 
was no chance of winning the 
championship the next year, 
that physically I wouldn’t be 
able to compete. It’d be hard 
if you were going well to just 
park the bike’. So crashing 
was not a bad way to depart.” 

“I’ve certainly got some 
regrets - nearly losing my leg 
I could probably do without - 
but I’m very happy with my 
retirement.” 
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confusing, and reliant on an outdated 
engine. Doohan saw the problem as a race 
dad, but tackled it as a businessman. 

“I was just frustrated at people being 
frustrated,” Doohan says. “The sport had 
stagnated, I guess, and the engines were 
the priority. They’d been on the table for a 
long while. It was costing a lot of money to 
get those things going and a lot of people 
had walked away from the sport.” 

Yamaha’s lOOcc air-cooled two-stroke 
KTIOO engine has been a mainstay of 
karting since the late 1970s. The engine is 
a simple, sand-cast unit that retails new for 
as little as $750, but blueprinting (which 
can add $1000) is obligatory for racing, and 
micrometric variances in port height make 
some engines fundamentally better than 
others. A proven, race-winning engine can 
fetch $5000 or more. 

The process of streamlining classes 
and introducing new engine choices met 
with resistance, but long-time barters are 
begrudgingly coming around, and new ones 
being attracted. 

“I’m only one of the board members 
[Kelvin O’Reilly, ex-V8 Supercars, is CEO] 
and I think we’re all on the same page. I’ve 
never ever done anything for popularity, 
and if you’re going to lead you’ve got to 


make decisions. At the end of the day, 
barters just want to go kart racing and 
know that they’ve got a safe environment 
in which to do it.” 

Doohan is more than qualified to 
take the wheel. After his 1999 racing 
retirement, he spent four years as general 
manager of Honda Racing Corporation. 
He’s been a long-time advisor to Dorna, 
promoter of the MotoGP championship, 
and a board member on the Australian 
Grand Prix Corporation. He was driver 
steward at this year’s Malaysian FI GP. 

Away from motor racing, Doohan has 
applied the same steely focus to building 
a business empire that got off the ground, 
in a big way, with aviation. Lessons learned 
in chartering planes during his racing 
career led to his establishing the Platinum 
Aviation business-jet base at Gold Coast 
Airport, and Global Jet, a business-jet 
brokerage and charter operator with a 
fleet of eight jets and two helicopters. 

Doohan’s currently most excited about 
his recent signing with Jetcraft, the world’s 
largest independent aviation brokerage. 

In the first six months of this year, Jetcraft 
sold more than two dozen aircraft around 
the world, at an average price of $US80m. 

“You’re not selling 30,000 a year, but the 


market is fairly buoyant. There are 
more aircraft in Australia now than 
before the financial crisis. It’s a fairly 
resilient market.” 

Headquarters of Jack Doohan Racing 
is “the shed” - a hangar on Dad’s elegant 
18ha family estate in Coomera, on the 
Gold Coast. Jack’s corner of the two-storey 
hangar/garage/office/man-cave could be 
the Cape Canaveral of karts. Among the 
well-ordered servicing area and neatly 
racked kart chassis are the two Tony karts 
gifted by Schumacher. A more recent 
addition is a Ricciardo kart, chassis 
number two, a gift from guess-who. 

Rotax importer Ian Black, originator 
of the Pro Tour series, says the Doohans 
aren’t all that remarkable in their 
approach. “He’s doing his karting properly, 
but at this series and the Australian 
Karting Championships, there’s lot of 
people that do it properly,” Black says. 
“Anyway, there are so many checks and 
measures, it’s not a sport where you can 
spend endless amounts of money. If you 
had $50,000 to spend, you can’t make [the 
kart] any quicker.” 

The best advantage one can exploit is 
a mentor. A familiar face in the Warwick 
pits is James Courtney, who won world kart 



1 


Kart racing is a %st, bottomless 
dunny for daddy doilars 



Hie team debrief is interesting because Jack’s " 
a tad of even fewer worns than his father ^ 


championships in 1995 and ’97 in his teens, 
while based in Italy. He’s here overseeing 
his Holden-sponsored JC Karts team. 

“I’m looking after four young guys, 
not only teaching them about racing and 
that sort of stuff, but showing them how 
to develop after karting,” the HRT V8 
Supercar star says. “Everyone that’s worth 
anything in our industry has started here.” 

Courtney admits he’s spent time in Jack 
Doohan’s ear. “I’ve known Mick a long, 
long time. I watched Jack come through, 
went to the track and helped him out a 
little bit. That’s what sparked it for me 
again and that has snowballed into what 
I’m doing here now.” 

Jack has one of the most experienced 
mentors in Graham Powles, an AKA Hall- 
of-Famer who started karting in 1959 and 
won two national titles (1973 and 1990) in 
karts he designed and made. 

I ask Powles if the Doohan “shed” is a 
stand-out at this junior level. “Oh no, there 
are several workshops out there that are 
just as good, except they haven’t got a 
helicopter parked there.” 

One couldn’t put a price on what Powles 
and crew chief Eden Thomas, who’s known 
Mick since his earliest racing days, bring 
to Jack’s progress. A kart is a minefield 
of chassis stiffness and geometries. The 


tightening of crash-bars, the length of 
the rear axle, even the use of aluminium 
versus magnesium wheels - the latter 
deflect more, increasing the tyre’s contact 
patch - are constantly tweaked to allow for 
track surface and temperature changes. 

Then there’s the psychological stuff. 
“Some kids have high expectations that 
they’re going to be a winner straight away, 
but it’s extremely hard work,” Powles says. 
“They have to learn to have control of their 
emotions. There’s a lot of mind games. 

“I find it very exciting working 
with Jack. When he’s switched on, he’s 
unbeatable, and I have to get him switched 
on all the time. He’s exceptionally talented 
and if I get the kart right he wins.” 

I watch Jack return from one of his 
heats. The team sits down to debrief. 

Which is interesting because Jack’s a lad of 
even fewer words than his father. 

“We just talk about how the kart was, 
anything we can improve, the turning- 
in was all right, the gear ratio that we 
changed, that was working good,” Jack 
shrugs. “If something goes wrong you have 
just got to stay mentally strong. If you cry 
or anything, the stewards aren’t going to 
come up and get the other guy and rewind 
it. So you’ve got to change a lot mentally.” 

It’s easy to imagine that Mick the 


dad and Mick the racer might say very 
different things during a race debrief. 

Mick agrees. 

“That’s why it’s better to have Graham. 

If Jack’s doing something wrong, he thinks 
Dad’s picking on him... Graham can tell 
him stuff that I can’t tell him. So I tell 
Graham and he can tell him! There’s not 
that emotional attachment. 

“I think sport as a whole is good for 
a kid to experience all these different 
issues, which you resolve here in a sport 
[environment], but which are also life 
lessons. So a lot of the stuff, I prefer Jack 
to just deal with it himself.” 

Does dad have an eye on Formula One 
for his only son? 

“He’s 12 years old. So as long as he’s 
having fun and I’m having fun... I’m all 
about letting him know that there’s a 
lot of kids who think they’ll be the next 
Lewis Hamilton, but there’s only one Lewis 
Hamilton and only maybe half a dozen in 
any given period who are capable at that 
elite level. 

“With my background, I do have a lot of 
contacts, so certainly on that side of things, 
that’s not the issue. 

“And he certainly doesn’t want to finish 
second. He has that ingredient. He’s clearly 
upset if he’s not winning.” W 
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THE Rotax Pro Tour is 
co-ordinated in Australia 
by Rotax importer 
International Karting 
Distributors. 

The Austrian giant 
is the world’s biggest 
manufacturer of kart 
engines and its distributors 
each stage national one- 
make series (across a 
variety of categories), with 
the top three finishers in 
each category invited to a 
World Final. 

This huge kart-fest brings 
together 270 karters from 70 
countries. All-new karts and 
equipment are provided. 

This year’s final will 
be held in Portugal on 
November 8-14, with 12 
Australian drivers expected 
to punch above their weight. 

“There’s a Nations Cup 
for the best performing 
nations, and we’ve been on 
the podium for the past five 
years and won it in 2011,” 
says IKD’s Ian Black. 

“We’re very strong. If you 
can run at the front in this 
[Australian] series, you 
can run at the front in the 
World Final.” 
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Batteries that last and last 


Power, perfwniance 
and Reliability- 


..what else do you 


need? 


Century’s range of Ultra Hi & Hi Performance batteries are the latest in battery 
design and technology. Featuring revolutionary SmarWrive™ technology this 
range of environmentally friendly batteries can help reduce fuel consumption 
and cut emissions for the latest generation of motor vehicles delivering what 
motorists really want - Proven Power, Performance and Reliability! 

For more information contact your nearest Century reseller on 13 22 87 
or visit www.centurybatteries.com.au. 

■■ Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 



Protect your Baby against cfirf, ctust, rain, U\/& Birct ctroppings! 
there* s never been a belter time to buy a custom ccver 


Custom covers from 


r 


7\ 


Add 


The world's largest manufacturer of custom patterned, 
covers for classics, cars, utes, show cars and limos. 

Over 80^000 Patterns 1 2 different fabrics available.^^^^ 


\ Australian 
>\ Made 


www.covercraft-pacific.com 

Unit 69, 45 Powers Rd, Seven Hills NSW E: 


sales@covercroft-pacific.com 


Find U5 nn: 

fsCCbOOk Industries Pacific ^ 


Tel: 02 9620 4000 
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We ve crunched all the data so you don t 
have to. Here’s our definitive guide 
to Australia’s best-value cars 


HE process of dreaming about, researching 
and tyre-kicking your next new car is filled 
with exciting possibility. But actually laying 
your cash down at the dealership can snap you 
from fantasy into a grim reality of lacklustre 
retained values, wildly expensive insurance 
premiums, spiralling repayments and untold thirst for 
premium fuel. 

What if you knew about the hidden costs upfront, 
because someone had crunched all the critical numbers, 
before drawing conclusions about how to best spend 
your hard-earned on a gleaming new car? That's where 
Wheels' annual Gold Star Value Awards comes in. 


In other years. Wheels has taken the cream of the 
crop across all the key car classes and broken each car 
down into key cost components such as annual fuel 
and depreciation costs before feeding the data into a 
clever set of formulae. 

The only change to the formula this year is that, 
instead of taking only the best cars in each class, we’ve 
put all the cars on sale in Oz through our analysis. 

Thousands of cars were tipped into the hopper, but 
just one winner in each of 21 classes - welcome Dual 
Cab 4x4 Utes for 2015 - is elevated to the top of the 
podium and presented with a coveted Wheels Gold Star 
Value Awards gong. 
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star Power 

The method behind our Gold Star magic 


Class ceiling 

GOLD Star Value Awards eligibility used to be 
capped at $150K, because the depreciation on 
cars beyond that far outweighs running costs. 
This year we instead let the formula take care 
of car selection. No big-buck cars came within 
an Aventador’s roar of the podium. 

Depreciation 

THIS is the biggest - and least considered - 
cost of new car ownership. Of the thousands 
of vehicles we evaluated, three-year resale 
value figures ranged from 36.9 percent 
(BMW is) to 79.0 percent (Mazda 2 Neo). 

Insurance 

COMPREHENSIVE insurance quotes sourced 
from AAMI for a 35-year-old male living in 
Chatswood, NSW, Rating 1 for life, no finance, 
car for private use. 


Fuel 

ANNUAL fuel cost calculation is based on 
ADR combined-cycle consumption figures. 
Annual distance travelled is taken as the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics' average of 
14,000km and actual fuel prices are used. 

Purchase price 

MOST new-car buyers set out with a budget 
in mind, so Gold Star cars is divided into 
consumer-friendly price brackets. The real 
cost of owning the car is depreciation, which 
is where price comes into the equation. 

Real cost 

IT'S relatively easy to put a representative 
number on the three years of depreciation, 
fuel and insurance, so the total of these 
equate to 80 percent of a vehicle’s score. 


Service 

WIDESPREAD fixed-price or capped-price 
servicing schemes should make it possible 
to compare car servicing costs. But there 
are still some brands or individual models 
without such. As a result, service intervals 
are scored. A 12-month interval (or longer) 
is likely to be be less expensive (and more 
convenient) than six- or nine-month 
intervals, so it gets maximum points. Gars 
with variable or ‘condition-based’ service 
intervals are also given full points. 

Warranty 

IF NOTHING else, a five-year warranty gives 
greater peace of mind than shorter ones. 
However, it’s impossible to put a hard cost on 
what an extra warranty is worth; it only saves 
money if and when something goes wrong. 

For that reason, warranty accounts 
for 10 points out of 100. 




Holden Barina Spark CD 


THE Holden Barina Spark has no excuses 
M for not winning outright - it’s the second- 

H cheapest car of the 2000-odd we put through 

H the wringer, and uses just 5.2 litres of 

91-octane petrol per 100km. But, while its 
resale is not bad at 65 percent, it’s bettered by 
our top three light-class contenders. It seems 
that, while sub-light cars appeal as cheap new cars, 
they’re not quite so hot second-hand. Well, not as good as 
a light car, or a used small car, which is what we’d buy for 
13 grand. But then you wouldn’t get that new-car smell, or 
a three-year warranty, which is where the little Lion comes 
firmly back to the fore. 


Nissan Micra ST 

THE Micra straddles the sub- 
light and light classes on price 
- and personality - yet it puts 
up a fight against cheaper rivals 
here thanks to a stout 67 percent 
resale figure. 


Suzuki Celerio 

SUZUKI’S sub-light hatch costs just 100 bucks more 
than the Barina Spark, sheds a similar amount 
over the first three years (about $4600) and is even 


thriftier at 4.7L/100km. 


City cars 


Purchase 

Price 

Combined 
cycle fuel 
(L/IOOkm) 

Fuel RON 
(min. rec.) 

Three-year 
fuel cost 

Redbook 
resale (%) 

Three-year 

depreciation 

AAMI 

insurance 

premium 

Service 

interval 

(months) 

Warranty 

(years) 

Holden 

Barina Spark CD hatch man 

$12,890 

5.2 

91 

$2968 

64.7 

$4550 

$627 

9 

3 

Sutuki 

Celerio man 

$12,990 

4.7 

91 

$2683 

64.3 

$4637 

$627 

6 

3 

Nissan 

Micra ST man 

$13,490 

5.9 

91 

$3368 

67.0 

$4452 

$642 

6 

3 

1 Notable classmate: Smart ForTwo | 
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Light 

under 

$17K 



Mazda 2 Neo 

MEET the car that’s not just the 
value pick of the light-car class, but 
the entire field. 

The Mazda 2 Neo is Australia's 
least expensive car to run in terms 
of three-year depreciation and fuel 
costs. Its 79 percent retained value and 
the $14,990 entry price do most of the work, 
while the efficient 1.5 -litre four- cylinder 
uses just 5.4 litres of 91 octane per 100km 
to contain annual fuel cost. Of the top picks 
in the class, only the VW Polo 66TSI uses 


less fuel, at 4.8L/100km, though the second- 
placed Swift goes close to the Mazda’s figure. 

The miserly Mazda’s 12-month service 
interval counts for points in terms of 
convenience and should contribute to a cost 
saving as well, though in the day of five- and 
seven-year warranties the Mazda’s three 
years is acceptable rather than outstanding. 

So there you have it; if you want to save 
money, buy a base Mazda 2. And it’s pleasing 
that, if you want to enjoy your driving in a 
light car, you should also buy a 2. 



Light under $17K 

Purchase 

Price 

Combined 
cycle fuel 
(L/IOOkm) 

Fuel RON 
(min. rec.) 

Three-year 
fuel cost 

Redbook 
resale (%) 

Three-year 

depreciation 

AAMI 

insurance 

premium 

Service 

interval 

(months) 

Warranty 

(years) 

Mazda 2 Neo man 

$14,990 

5.4 

91 

$3082 

79.0 

$3148 

$641 

12 

3 

Honda Jazz VTi man 

$14,990 

6.2 

91 

$3539 

69.2 

$4617 

$641 

6 

3 

Ford Fiesta Ambiente man 

$15,825 

5.8 

91 

$3311 

64.5 

$5618 

$709 

12 

3 

1 Notable classmates: Suzuki Swift GL, Volkswagen Polo 66TSI Trendline, Toyota Yaris Ascent 
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Mazda 2 Genki 

ANOTHER price point, 
another Mazda 2 on top. 

If you’ve just read about 
how the Neo trumped its 
sub-$17K rivals, you can 
less how it did it in more 
upmarket Genki form. Clearly the 
Mazda’s value doesn’t dissipate as you 
work up through the range. 

The smart-looking Genki uses less 
fuel than the Neo, yet has a bit more 
power - win-win. The resale isn’t as 
good as its less-expensive sibling. 


but 76 percent of $20K retained after 
three years is still excellent, and the 
warranty and service intervals are good 
and great respectively. 

There’s value in the fact the Genki 
features extra driver safety technology, 
plus other niceties to make it more 
satisfying to own and easier to sell 
when it’s time for a new one. 

Core qualities such as the 2’s sweet 
manual gearshift action remain and the 
handling is sharpened on larger alloys 
and low-profile tyres. 




VW Polo 81TSI 
Comfortline 

VOLKSWAGEN’S baby is a refined, 
efficient and enjoyable effort. The 
mid-spec Polo’s 66 percent three-year 
retained value is solid and its 1.2-litre 
turbo four is equal parts frugal and 
flexible, though it does demand 
95-RON premium. 


Ford Fiesta Trend 

THE Fiesta’s intimate and 
incisiveness steering is the highlight 
in this good-looking, fine-handling 
small Ford, but more pragmatic 
factors are 5.8L/100km economy (on 
regular unleaded), 12-month service 
interval and 65 percent residual. 


CAR 

FINANCE 
ADVICE 

FEW new cars are bought outright; it’s 
finance rather than cash that’s king. 

A car loan is a type of personal loan 
specifically for the purchase of a car, 
with a term most often ranging from 
12 months to seven years. A typical 
balloon payment - the amount left 
owing at the end of the loan term - 
is 30 percent. 

Interest rates can be fixed or 
variable. The former, fixed for 
the term of the loan, means set 
repayments, but if the loan is paid out 
early a termination fee may apply. 

As well as comparing interest rates, 
compare loan establishment fees and 
service fees; some institutions don’t 
charge them, while others charge as 
much as five percent. Fees can eat up 
any perceived saving in interest rates. 

One way to save a buck is to make 
repayments fortnightly rather than 
monthly; it changes the way interest 
is accrued and can reduce both total 
outlay and the loan term. 

Secured loans - the car can be 
repossessed if you fail to meet 
repayments - are cheaper than 
unsecured loans, but comprehensive 
insurance is usually a must - it’s 
generally a good idea anyway. 

Balloon payments 

A BALLOON payment is an option 
that reduces monthly repayments, 
but results in a lump sum left 
owing at the end of the loan period, 
at which point the options are to 
keep the vehicle and refinance this 
amount, or sell it and pay the balloon 
out of the proceeds. If you plan to do 
the latter, it’s wise to ensure your 
balloon amount will be less than or 
equal to the predicted resale value of 
the vehicle at the end of the loan. 

Three things to remember: 

• For the full picture, compare loan 
fees as well as interest rate 

• Secured car loans are less costly 
than unsecured loans 

• Making repayments fortnightly 
rather than monthly will save 
you money 


Light under $25K 

Purchase 

Price 

Combined 
cycle fuel 
(L/100km) 

Fuel RON 
(min. rec.) 

Three-year 
fuel cost 

Redbook 
resale (%) 

Three-year 

depreciation 

AAMI 

insurance 

premium 

Service 

interval 

(months) 

Warranty 

(years) 

Mazda 

2 Genki man 

$19,990 

5.2 

91 

$2968 

76.3 

$4738 

$726 

12 

3 

Volkswagen 

Polo 81TSI Comfortline man 

$18,590 

4.9 

95 

$2978 

65.6 

$6395 

$731 

12 

3 

Ford 

Fiesta Trend man 

$17,825 

5.8 

91 

$3311 

64.7 

$6292 

$724 

12 

3 

1 Notable classmates: Suzuki Swift GL Navigator, Hyundai Accent SR, Renault Clio Expression 
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$25K 


Kia Cerato S 

NOTHING can beat a Kia warranty - seven years and unlimited 
kilometres - which brings enviable peace of mind, even in 
something you’d expect little trouble from, such as our category 
champ, the Cerato S. 

Here, however, it’s not just a long warranty that seals the deal. 

The Kia is among the least expensive to buy of the entry-level small 
car set, which helps offset its retained value forecast of only 57 percent. 
Fuel consumption is good at 6.6L/100km; some rivals do better, but they 
demand 95 octane while the Cerato happily sips regular 91. Top it off with 
inexpensive insurance ($730) and you have a sure-fire cash-saver. 


^ST 



Mazda 3 Neo 

PODIUM finishes must be a familiar feeling 
for Mazda’s venerable small car, which often 
tops the sales charts. The Mazda kicks off 
with 64 percent retained value and follows 
up with frugality (5.8L/100km) and a long 
service interval (12 months). 



Skoda Rapid 
Spaceback Ambition 

TAKING a light car platform and 
expanding on it is the Rapid's winning 
recipe. The hatch's interior is larger than 
its VW Polo-based cousin, and at $18,990 
the practical wagon-like body is an even 
better buy. / 



Small under $25K 

Purchase 

Price 

Combined 
cycie f uei 
(L/IOOkm) 

Fuei RON 
(min. rec.) 

Three-year 
fuei cost 

Redbook 
resaie (%) 

Three-year 

depreciation 

AAMI 

insurance 

premium 

Service 

intervai 

(months) 

Warranty 

(years) 

Kia Cerato S man 

$19,990 

6.6 

91 

$3767 

57.0 

$8596 

$730 

12 

7 

Mazda 3 Neo man 

$20,490 

5.8 

91 

$3311 

63.7 

$7438 

$804 

12 

3 

Skoda Rapid Spaceback Ambition man 

$18,990 

5.4 

95 

$3282 

59.5 

$7691 

$731 

12 

3 

1 Notabie ciassmates: Peugeot 308 Access, Hyundai i30 SE, Voikswagen Goif 92TSI hatch 


CAPPED PRICE SERVICING 


MARKET leader Toyota was the first 
with a capped-price service scheme in 
2008, and many brands have followed. 

Dealerships make more from parts 
and servicing (and finance and 
insurance) than actually selling the car. 
Faced with a sliding customer base that 
had turned to non-dealer mechanical 
workshops, capped service schemes 
were developed to bring car buyers back 
for their routine service. 

Mitsubishi and Nissan followed Toyota 
in offering a scheme, in 2010, then 
Ford and FPV in 2011, and Holden, HSV, 
Hyundai and Kia in 2012. Other brands 


have offered capped-price deals on 
certain models and at different times. 
It’s becoming more common for a brand 
to have such a scheme than not. 

But beware: capped-price doesn’t 
necessarily equal cheap-price. Some 
brands have shorter service intervals 
or stop the scheme short of a major 
service, and prices from one make to 
the next vary wildly. The differences are 
because some schemes are subsidised 
by the manufacturer - dealer service 
departments are given a rebate on each 
service - while others represent the real 
cost of the service. 


six-month service cost 

TOYOTA has one of the cheapest 
capped-price servicing schemes. A 
Corolla, for example, costs $140 every 
six months for the first three years or 
60,000km. Servicing a Mazda 3 once a 
year costs a little more than twice that. 



Three things to remember: 

• Capped-price doesn’t always mean cheap -price 

• Be wary of shorter service intervals or schemes that 
stop short of major- service time 

• Three years is a common capped-price period, but 
some makers offer schemes that run much longer 
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Small 

under $35K 



Mazda 3 SP25 

STREWTH, it’s been a Mazda-fest so far! Aussie roads are 
full of them, and for good reason. It also goes to show 
! exactly how switched-on Australian car buyers are. 

It helps to be well below the $35K ceiling in this category, 

which every finalist is because, while the purchase price 
^ , isn’t scored, a more expensive initial outlay equates to more 

lost to depreciation, regardless of a good retained value. But 
the $25,190 asked for Mazda’s SP25 mid-ranger gets you a small 
car with an appealing level of equipment, a bigger, gruntier 2.5-litre 


engine than under the bonnet of lesser versions, and enough 
style to draw in the punters. 

The 3’s excellent 66 percent retained value is largely 
responsible for its win, helped by a best-practice 12-month 
service interval. The 6.5L/100km fuel economy isn’t quite as 
impressive as that of 2.0-litre 3s, or the truly frugal players in 
the class such as the Golf and Peugeot 308, but is nonetheless 
good enough to contain annual fuel cost (on 91 RON) to a level 
most small-car buyers will easily wear. 



Hyundai 130 Active diesel 

HYUNDAI’S i30 holds a pair of aces: a turbo-diesel engine option 
and a five-year warranty. An oiler option is something rivals 
either don’t offer or price at a higher premium, while few can top 
the Korean's generous cover. It’s on these strengths that the i30 
snags the silver despite a depreciation figure that’s only average. 






Volkswagen Golf 92TSI wagon 

WHY the wagon rather than the hatch? The $25,540 92TSI 
wagon slips into the $25K-$35K category, while the 92TSI 
hatch is a sub-$25K player, and the wagon is a fraction more 
economical than the 92TSI Comfortline hatch, which carries 
extra equipment for similar money. But there’s little in it (the 
hatch finished fifth) so either is a fine pick. 


Small under $35K 

Purchase 

Price 

Combined 
cycle fuel 
(L/IOOkm) 

Fuel RON 
(min. rec.) 

Three-year 
fuel cost 

Redbook 
resale (%) 

Three-year 

depreciation 

AAMI 

insurance 

premium 

Service 

interval 

(months) 

Warranty 

(years) 

Mazda 

3 SP25 auto 

$25,190 

6.5 

91 

$3710 

65.9 

$8590 

$848 

12 

3 

Hyundai 

i30 Active auto 

$25,890 

4.9 

D 

$2961 

57.4 

$11,029 

$837 

12 

5 

Volkswagen 

Golf 92TSI Wagon auto 

$25,840 

5.3 

95 

$3221 

59.8 

$10,388 

$851 

12 

3 

1 Notable classmates: Renault Megane Authentique diesel, Volkswagen Golf 92TSI Comfortline hatch, Peugeot 308 Active | 
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Premium Small 

under $50K 



Audi A1 
Sportback 

AUDI appeal is just as 
potent in concentrated 
form. The Al’s classy 
cabin might be shrunken 
compared with, say, an A4, 
but it’s just as slick. 

You don’t even need to spend beyond 
the base model thanks to a likeable 
new 1.0 -litre turbo triple, which teams 
brilliantly with the five-speed manual. 
The little donk helps the A1 sip just 
4.2L/100km, which is better than most, 
though it does prefer more expensive 
95-octane PULP. 

However, the 60 percent three-year 
retained value is solid in this company, 
the three-year warranty as good as all 
bar the Citroen DS3 (fourth), and the 
12-month service interval is unbeaten. 


Mini One 3dr 

THE Mini might be classless, but it’s 
also classy enough to take the silver 
thanks, once again, to a turbo triple 
engine that’s equal parts likeable and 
economical, at 4.9L/100km (on 95 RON). 


Peugeot 308 Allure HDi 

A TURBO-diesel taking category honours 
used to be typical, and Peugeot’s 308 
Allure shows that a 2.0-litre oil-burner 
can still mix it with the new wave of tiny 
petrol triples. 



Premium Small under $50K 

Purchase 

Price 

Combined 
cycle fuel 
(L/IOOkm) 

Fuel RON 
(min. rec.) 

Three-year 
fuel cost 

Redbook 
resale (%) 

Three-year 

depreciation 

AAMI 

insurance 

premium 

Service 

interval 

(months) 

Warranty 

(years) 

Audi 

A1 Sportback man 1.0 TFSI 

$26,900 

4.2 

95 

$2553 

60.0 

$10,760 

$858 

12 

3 

Mini 

One 3dr man 

$24,950 

4.9 

95 

$2978 

58.0 

$10,479 

$843 

12 

3 

Peugeot 

308 Allure HDi auto 

$35,290 

4.1 

D 

$2478 

59.7 

$14,222 

$999 

12 

3 


Notable classmates: Citroen DS3 DSport, Volvo V40 D2 Kinetic, Volkswagen Golf 110TDI Highline 
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Premium 

Medium 

$45K-$60K 


VW Passat 118TSI 

WHERE once base-model money bought 
you a badge and not much else, the 
Volkswagen Passat proves you can get a 
cracking little donk and decent equipment 
for the money. 

The 1.8-litre turbo-petrol four-cylinder is 
responsive, smooth and characterful, and 


uses only 7.2L/100km, 
which is brilliant for a brisk 
1500kg sedan (or wagon). 

Yet it’s the Passat’s reasonable 
purchase price combined with a decent 
59 percent three-year resale figure that 
does the bulk of the money-saving. 


THIS rear- wheel- drive Japanese 
sedan is not as polished as the 
Passat, but its 2.2-litre turbo-diesel 
is miserly (5.2L/100km) and 
Infiniti’s four-year warranty is 
better than most. 


Citroen DS5 
DSport HDi 

THE DS5 stands up to Gold Star 
scrutiny with its efficient turbo- 
diesel engine, stout resale, 
conveniently long service interval 
and generous six-year warranty. 


I: ^ 






Premium Medium $45K-$60K 

Purchase 

Price 

Combined 
cycle fuel 
(L/IOOkm) 

Fuel RON 
(min. rec.) 

Three-year 
fuel cost 

Redbook 
resale (%) 

Three-year 

depreciation 

AAMI 

insurance 

premium 

Service 

interval 

(months) 

Warranty 

(years) 

Volkswagen 

Passat 11 8TSI sedan 

$38,990 

7.2 

95 

$4376 

58.6 

$16,142 

$1023 

12 

3 

Citroen 

DS5 DSport HDi 

$51,990 

6.1 

D 

$3687 

58.1 

$21 ,784 

$1207 

12 

6 

Infiniti 

Q50 GT 2.2d 

$51,900 

5.2 

D 

$3143 

53.4 

$24,185 

$1202 

12 

4 

[ Notable classmates: Peugeot 508 Allure sedan, Lexus ISSOOh Luxury, Mercedes-Benz C200 BlueTEC sedan 


INSURANCE TIPS 


THE major car insurance factors aren’t really 
under your control - such as your age, gender 
and where you live - but there are still ways to 
get a better deal. 

It pays to obtain quotes on the various 
models you’re considering before you settle on 
a car. It’s also worth getting a range of quotes 
to see which policy, and premium, fits best. 

Comparing prices is straightforward, but not 
all policies are created equal. Companies that 
ask more questions about you and the usage 
of your car can be cheaper, depending on your 
circumstances. For example, if your car is 
securely parked at work rather than left at the 
train station, or you cover less than average 


kilometres, it could put you into a lower risk 
category and reduce your premium. A clean 
driving record is a no-brainer, but going 
further with advanced driver training courses 
can cut costs with some companies too. 

Additional savings can be made by bundling 
car and home insurance together and paying 
premiums annually rather than monthly. It 
can work out to be more cost-effective not 
adding young family members to your policy, 
depending on the size of the excess for non- 
listed drivers. Extras like car hire while yours 
is in for repairs can be worthwhile, but 
also add expense, so consider how much you 
really need them. 



Three things to remember: 

• Get quotes before, not after, 
you settle on a car 

• Strike a balance between 
excess amount and policy cost 

• Pay your premium annually 

Up the excess 

INCREASE your excess to lower premiums. 
If your aim is to insure against total loss - 
which could occur if the car is written- off 
in an at-fault accident, or stolen - consider 
increasing your excess. It will reduce your 
premium, but will mean you stump up 
repair costs after a minor at-fault bingle. 
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Medium 

under $45K 


Kia Optima Si 

1 THE Optima finishes on 
etfi top, not with brilliant 

^ * resale (though its 

I 58 percent figure is rock- 

solid) nor with spectacular 
fuel economy (it’s actually 
among the thirstier cars in the 
class at 7.9L/100km). And, while the 
12-month service interval is as long as 
any (and longer than some), it’s no better 
than the second-placed Hyundai’s. 

How did the Korean mid-sizer do it, 
then? Kia’s industry-best seven-year, 
unlimited-kilometre warranty did the 
bulk of the work by giving it the full 


10 points available in this regard, which 
few cars (and no rivals) earned, but 
even if the Optima had a five-year 
warranty, like the Hyundai i40, it would 
still come first, so its value fundamentals 
are sound. 

Had both cars come with three-year 
warranties, they would be relegated to the 
middle of the field; still good picks overall, 
but no longer placegetters. So, how much 
is a long warranty worth, anyway? Well, 
in something as undoubtedly dependable 
as a Kia, perhaps not that much in real 
dollar terms, but the peace of mind it 
affords is priceless. 







MAKE THE 
MOST OF 
YOUR CAR'S 
RESALE 

MONEY lost to depreciation in the first 
three years can amount to 40 percent of 
the car’s purchase price. 

Looking after your car will reap financial 
reward when it comes time to sell. While 
pricing authority Redbook’s three-year 
retained value forecasts are a great way to 



Subaru Liberty 2.5i 

SUBARU longevity is the stuff 
of campfire legend, with no 
exaggeration, honest. It’s pleasing to 
see, then, that a sober spreadsheet 
analysis also confirms that a Subie 
represents cost-effective motoring. 


Hyundai 140 
Active sedan 

YOU can take your pick between the 
petrol i40 wagon and the turbo-diesel 
i40 sedan if you want a value-packed 
mid-sizer, you just can’t have a petrol 
sedan, which has been dropped 
(though you can also have an oil- 
burning wagon, which would be 
our pick). 


compare cars, it’s possible to do better - or 
worse - than this average figure. 

The number of kilometres you cover each 
year is a major contributing factor - and 
also the most difficult to change - but 
condition and service history also play 
a big part. Wash and polish your car 
regularly and it’ll present better at sale 
time. Ensuring servicing is done on time 
will give would-be buyers peace of mind 
when considering your second-hand car. 

Dealer servicing is preferable, but could 
also be more expensive than generic 
workshops, so weigh up the extra expense 
carefully against expected return. 

Mid-spec and high-spec cars are more 
desirable on the used market, but come 
at a premium over base models. Getting 
a good deal in the first place helps. Sell it 
yourself, too; an evocative sales blurb and 
great photos can go a long way. 

Three things to remember: 

• Service your car by the book 

• Drive a hard bargain when you buy 

• Don’t trade in. Sell it yourself with 
quality photos and honest text 

Used cars 

CLASSIC cars are the best buys, because 
they’re often depreciation-free. New 
cars are a money-pit when you consider 
how much value they shed when you 
first roll out of the dealership and in the 
initial years. However, classic (or plain 
old) cars have done their depreciation at 
someone else’s expense. Buy a classic at 
the right time and you may even make 
money in the long run. 


Medium under $45K 

Purchase 

Price 

Combined 
cycie fuei 
(L/IOOkm) 

Fuei RON 
(min. rec.) 

Three-year 
fuei cost 

Redbook 
resaie (%) 

Three-year 

depreciation 

AAMI 

insurance 

premium 

Service 

intervai 

(months) 

Warranty 

(years) 

Kia 

Optima Si 

$31,490 

7.9 

91 

$4509 

57.9 

$13,257 

$958 

12 

5 

Hyundai 

i40 Active sedan 

$31,990 

7.5 

91 

$4281 

53.3 

$14,939 

$960 

12 

3 

Subaru 

Liberty 2.5i auto sedan 

$29,990 

7.3 

91 

$4167 

63.9 

$10,826 

$845 

6 

3 

1 Notabie ciassmates: Toyota Camry Aitise, Mazda 6 Sport, Suzuki Kizashi Sport Touring | 
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Large 

under $45K 


Skoda Superb 

1 Ambition 

ST 118TSI sedan 

SKODA’S Superb is a car of contrasts, yet 
* it works both on paper and on the road. 

It’s a big, roomy car - even a Commodore 
can’t match its rear legroom; you’d need 
a Caprice for that - yet in 118TSI form it has a 
mere 1.8-litre turbo four-cylinder engine, when same- 
sized rivals have 3.6- and 4.0-litre sixes. In practice, 
the sweet 1.8 has just enough of the low-down torque a 
family/touring car needs, while delivering 7.2L/100km 
economy, which is far more frugal than the second- 
placed Ford Falcon and means the Skoda costs two- 
thirds what the Ford does to fuel each year. 

Its resale is not fantastic (51 percent), but it’s 
significantly cheaper to buy than each of the cars it 
beat, so the overall cost of depreciation over three 
years remains reasonable. The official retained value 
percentages reflect the fact the Czech brand is still a 
bit of an unknown in Oz. While the Superb’s relatively 
poor resale is bad for new buyers, the silver lining is 
that second-hand shoppers will be rewarded for their 
patience with an even bigger bargain. 



FANS of Aussie six-pack muscle (if there are any of them 
among today’s new car buyers) will be pleased that a 195kW 
4.0-litre manual XR6 offers not just visceral appeal, but value 
in the $45K large-car bracket. Falcon scores with good resale 
and decent pricing, though thirst remains a downside. 



Holden Commodore 
SV6 sedan 

LOCAL hero from the other side * 
of town offers enthusiast f 

appeal, value and good ji 

resale. The 3.6-litre V6 
doesn’t punch as hard 
as Ford's straight-six ( 
but uses 23 percent less ^ 
fuel, saving you up to : ‘W 
$400 a year. 





23R 


CRU 




Large under $45K 

Purchase 

Price 

Combined 
cycie fuei 
(L/IOOkm) 

Fuei RON 
(min. rec.) 

Three-year 
fuei cost 

Redbook 
resaie (%) 

Three-year 

depreciation 

AAMI 

insurance 

premium 

Service 

intervai 

(months) 

Warranty 

(years) 

Skoda Superb Ambition 1 1 8TSI sedan auto 

$31,990 

7.2 

95 

$4376 

51.2 

$15,611 

$991 

12 

5 

Ford Faicon XR6 man 

$36,090 

11.1 

91 

$6336 

61.6 

$13,859 

$1100 

12 

3 

Hoiden Commodore SV6 sedan man 

$36,790 

9.0 

91 

$5137 

62.4 

$13,833 

$999 

9 

3 

I Notabie ciassmates: Hoiden Caiais sedan, Chrysier 300 Limited | 
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Skoda Superb Elegance 
125TDI wagon 

IT’S NOT surprising to see the the thre 
Superb delivering large-car warrant 

value in both Gold Star pricing good, 12 
categories. The Skoda is one of service : 
the least expensive and most while tb 

efficient cars in its class. brilliant 

In this segment it does the well to i 

job in turbo-diesel form; with Then t 

350Nm, the 2.0-litre oiler is of the Cc 

never short of everyday thrust, Value A 
yet drinks much less than six- account 

cylinder petrol rivals. Elsewhere, Czech ei 


the three-year 

warranty is 

good, 12-month 

service intervals are great, and| 

while the 51 percent resale isn’t 

brilliant, depreciation compares 

well to its rivals. 

Then there's the sheer size 
of the car, which our Gold Star 
Value Awards doesn't take into 
account, but makes the big 
Czech easy to live with. 


Hyundai Genesis 

IT’S pleasing to see a left-field 
choice stand on the second 
step of the podium. Genesis 
is a Value Awards newcomer 
and, despite nudging the $60K 
price bracket, it snags the 
silver with help of a generous 
five-year warranty. 


Ford Falcon 
G6E 'I\irbo 

EVEN with a turbo six-cylinder 
using 11.7L/100km, the Falcon 
G6E beats its Holden rivals 
by going three months longer 
between services while having 
similar resale. 


Audi A6 

THE AG’s frugal yet 
effective engine is a key 
factor in its cash-saving 
success. Despite the 
1.8 -litre turbo foui' 
cylinder's small capacity, 
it gives the elegant Audi 
decent performance and 
economy 


Premium 


Jaguar XF 2.2D 
Premium Luxury 

DEPRECIATION disasters live in the large luxury 
segment - there's big money at stake, but a small pool 
of second-hand buyers weighs down on resale values. 

The Jaguar XF’s 47 percent three-year retained value forecast is 
among the worst, yet the 2. 2D Premium Luxury's reasonable $76,500 
price tag Jirnit&the wallet damage at purchase and resale times. 

You still lose $40K in three years, which is nearly identical to the 
depreciation on an Audi A7 3.0 TD uattro (fourth), which boasts the 
surprisingly good resale figure of 65 percent but costs more up front. 


Mercedes-Benz E200 


A BRONZE Star metaphorically joins the chrome 
one on the grille in this tech-packed Benz. 

The $88K price tag for the 
entry-level variant here works 
with a reasonable 54 percent 
retained value to do the 
work, while the efficient 
turbo-petrol four offers an 
alternative for those who 
have reached peak oil. 


Large under $60K 

Purchase 

Price 

Combined 
cycle fuel 
(L/IOOkm) 

Fuel RON 
(min. rec.) 

Three-year 
fuel cost 

Redbook 
resale (%) 

Three-year 

depreciation 

AAMI 

insurance 

premium 

Service 

interval 

(months) 

Warranty 

(years) 

Skoda 

Superb Elegance 125TDI wagon auto 

$46,690 

5.5 

D 

$3324 

51.0 

$22,878 

$1149 

12 

5 

Hyundai 

Genesis 

$60,000 

11.2 

91 

$6393 

50.3 

$29,820 

$1138 

12 

3 

Ford 

Falcon G6E Turbo 

$47,050 

11.7 

91 

$6678 

50.8 

$23,149 

$1350 

12 

3 

1 Notable classmates: Chrysler 300 C CRD, Holden Calais, Holden Caprice 


Premium Large 

Purchase 

Price 

Combined 
cycle fuel 
(L/IOOkm) 

Fuel RON 
(min. rec.) 

Three-year 
fuel cost 

Redbook 
resale (%) 

Three-year 

depreciation 

AAMI 

insurance 

premium 

Service 

interval 

(months) 

Warranty 

(years) 

Jaguar 

XF 2.2D Premium Luxury 

$76,500 

5.2 

D 

$3143 

47.1 

$40,469 

$1523 

12 

5 ^ 

Audi 

A61.8 TFSI S-Line 

$79,900 

5.7 

95 

$3464 

48.4 

$41,228 

$1541 

12 

3 

Mercedes-Benz 

E200 Estate 

$87,900 

6.7 

95 

$4072 

53.8 

$40,610 

$1605 

12 

3 

1 Notable classmates: Audi A7 Sportback 3.0 TDI quattro, BMW ActiveHybrid 3, Mercedes-Benz CLS250 CDI 
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Mazda CX-3 Neo 


SUB-compact SUVs - we’re 
calling them ‘small’ because 
‘compact’ now means medium - 
have sparked the SUV segment 
in 2015. Honda’s HR-V is another 
key arrival and finished seventh. 

Mazda’s CX-3 is the coolest 
looking and fun to drive. It 
also offers the best value. Keen 
pricing - the Neo starts at 
$19,990 - works with a resale 
figure among best in category to 
make the Mazda unstoppable. 


The jacked-up hatch's 
6.3L/100km economy is among 
the misers, though it can’t touch 
the second-placed Peugeot’s 
impressive 4.9L/100km. 

Never mind that the front- drive 
CX-3 won’t venture much further 
off road than a gravel driveway. 
It’s one of those rare creations 
that’s trendy yet sensible, and 
desirable yet affordable. And 
that makes it a certified Gold 
Star Value Awards choice. 



LIGHTWEIGHT, agile and 
dynamically sharp, the 
under-rated 2008 deserves 
a look-in if you're a keen 
driver also seeking a 
surprisingly spacious 
compact crossover. 

And even the outmoded 
four-speed auto works 
well in real-life scenarios. 




Ford EcoSpoit Ambiente 

ECOSPORT is to Fiesta what CX-3 is to Mazda 2: 
a fashionable quasi-SUV based on a light hatch 
Accordingly, it mirrors the Mazda’s strengths 
of sharp entry price and great 
economy, though falls down 
with a relatively poor resale. 

It’s a similarly talented 
steer, but the base 1.5-litre 
isn’t a patch on Mazda’s 
2.0; we’d recommend the 
turbo-triple Trend. 



Compact SUV 



under $45K 


Mazda CX-5 
Maxx FWD 

COMPACT SUVs have become better 
value as they’ve grown in popularity, 
improving economy and shedding 
superfluous features to lower entry 
costs. In the base CX-5, a 2.0-litre 
petrol four-cylinder works in place of 
the 2.5L petrol and 2.2L turbo-diesel 
further up the range. The smaller four 
works because the CX-5 Maxx FWD 
also does away with the AWD system 
of pricier versions, reducing weight and 
transmission losses. The cheapest CX-5 
isn’t the least expensive of the soft- 
roaders considered for the category, but 
its resale is the best. 


Kia Sportage Si 

IF THERE was an award for generosity _ . ^ 
of warranty, Kia would win. Happily, ' 
the Sportage’s other 
fundamentals stack 
up as a great 
buy, largely 
underpinned 
by its sharp 
price. 




0 


Hyundai Hicson Active 

WOULD the Tucson topple Sportage if it 
matched its rival’s warranty? 
No, though there’d be 
____ ^ little in it. Even 

so, Hyundai’s 
warranty is more 
generous than 
most. 


Baby SUV 


Purchase 

Price 

Combined 
cycle fuel 
(L/IOOkm) 

Fuel RON 
(min. rec.) 

Three-year 
fuel cost 

Redbook 
resale (%) 

Three-year 

depreciation 

AAMI 

insurance 

premium 

Service 

interval 

(months) 

Warranty 

(years) 

Mazda 

CX-3 Neo man 2.0L FWD 

$19,990 

6.3 

91 

$3596 

66.8 

$6637 

$738 

12 

3 

Peugeot 

2008 Active man 

$21,990 

4.9 

95 

$2978 

59.3 

$8950 

$827 

12 

3 

Ford 

EcoSport Ambiente man 1 .5L 

$20,790 

6.5 

91 

$3710 

59.2 

$8482 

$798 

12 

3 

1 Notable classmates: Renault Captur Expression TCe90, Mitsubishi ASX LS, Skoda Yeti 77TSI Active | 


Compact SUV under $45K 

Purchase 

Price 

Combined 
cycle fuel 
(L/IOOkm) 

Fuel RON 
(min. rec.) 

Three-year 
fuel cost 

Redbook 
resale (%) 

Three-year 

depreciation 

AAMI 

insurance 

premium 

Service 

interval 

(months) 

Warranty 

(years) 

Mazda 

CX-5 Maxx 2.0L FWD 

$27,190 

6.4 

91 

$3653 

67.8 

$8755 

$863 

12 

3 

Kia 

Sportage Si FWD 2.0i 

$25,990 

8.2 

91 

$4680 

60.8 

$10,188 

$851 

12 

7 

Hyundai 

Tucson Active 

$27,990 

7.8 

91 

$4452 

61.0 

$10,916 

$854 

12 

5 

1 Notable classmates: Ford Kuga Ambiente, Volkswagen Tiguan 1 1 8TSI, Mitsubishi Outlander LS | 
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Compact 

SUVunder $70K 



Mazda CX-5 
Grand Touring diesel 

ADJUSTING the category ceiling upwards by 
$10K this year served to capture premium SUVs 
that previously lived in the Premium/Crossover 
category, but the classy Euros struggled to match the 
value equation of this high-spec Japanese wagon. 

At the Grand Touring level, the GX-5 is admirably well equipped with 
safety and convenience kit, and boasts all-wheel drive, a slick auto and 
the choice of petrol or diesel motivation. 

The oiler costs an extra $3200 upfront, yet still wins the value stoush 
thanks to its 5.7L/100km economy (compared with 7.4 for the petrol) and 
rock-solid 68 percent resale. 



Range Rover 
Evoque Pure 


A TOP-spec Japanese SUV 
or an entry-level Brit? Our 
top two are very different 
wagons; the Evoque is 
a tad pricier, a bit more 
economical and cops a 
slightly bigger depreciation 
whack than the CX-5. 


0 


Audi 03 2.0 TFSI 
Sport Quattro 

LITTLE upstarts like the Q3 
make it difficult for medium- 
size premium SUVs to win this 
category (see the Q5 in notable 
classmates) because they’re 
cheaper, so less depreciation. 


Medium 
SUV 7-seat 

under $B0K 
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Hyundai Santa 
Fe Active 

THE Santa Fe could be 
considered the equal of 
the Sorento in terms of its 
broader value equation, but 
the Kia’s extra warranty 
remains a real advantage. 



Holden Captiva 7 LS 

THE fact the Captiva 7 is the 
least expensive seven-seater 
considered (tied with the 
Nissan X-Trail at $30,490) 
might make it the pick for 
budget-conscious families. 




Compact SUV under $70K 

Purchase 

Price 

Combined 
cycle fuel 
(L/100km) 

Fuel RON 
(min. rec.) 

Three-year 
fuel cost 

Redbook 
resale (%) 

Three-year 

depreciation 

AAMI 

insurance 

premium 

Service 

interval 

(months) 

Warranty 

(years) 

Mazda 

CX-5 Grand Touring 2.2D 

$46,590 

5.7 

D 

$3445 

68.1 

$14,862 

$1,162 

12 

3 

Range Rover 

Evoque eD4 Pure 3dr man 2.2D 

$51 ,495 

4.9 

D 

$2961 

66.1 

$17,457 

$1,167 

12 

3 

Audi 

Q3 2.0 TFSI quattro 

$52,300 

6.7 

95 

$4072 

66.8 

$17,364 

$1,183 

12 

3 ' 

1 Notable classmates: Lexus NX200t Luxury, Land Rover Discovery Sport SE SD4, Audi Q5 2.0 TDI quattro 


Medium SUV 7-seat under $60K 

Purchase 

Price 

Combined 
cycle fuel 
(L/IOOkm) 

Fuel RON 
(min. rec.) 

Three-year 
fuel cost 

Redbook 
resale (%) 

Three-year 

depreciation 

AAMI 

insurance 

premium 

Service 

interval 

(months) 

Warranty 

(years) 

Kia 

Sorento Si auto 3.51 

$38,990 

9.8 

91 

$5594 

63.7 

$14,153 

$995 

12 

7 

Hyundai 

Santa Fe Active man 4x4 2.41 

$38,490 

9.0 

91 

$5137 

61.3 

$14,896 

$993 

12 

5 ' 

Holden 

Captiva 7 LS auto 2.41 

$30,490 

9.5 

91 

$5422 

61.4 

$11,769 

$916 

9 

3 ’ 

1 Notable classmates: Mitsubishi Outlander XLS, Isuzu MU-X LS-M, Nissan X-Trail ST 
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Ford Territory TX petrol 

MANY in this category major on oif-roadability, but the Tezza 
shines on tarmac. It kicks off its Gold Star Value Awards campaign 
with a tantalisingly low entry price - the TX wears a $37,490 sticker 
- and although it’s on the thirsty side (10.2L/100km), it’s happy on 
regular 91-octane petrol. It’s also among the least costly to insure in 
class - about $990 per year - and boasts a 12-month service interval. 

The Territory, in updated and facelifted 2015 form, remains a great buy 


1 


ST 




SOMETHING of a serial Gold Star Value Awards podium 
finisher, the Pajero brings fundamental strengths such 
as an affordable purchase price, generous five-year 
warranty and decent economy (8.4L/100km). 


Notable classmates: Toyota Kluger GX, Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo RWD petrol, Mercedes-Benz GL350 


despite having been on sale for more than a decade. And if your big wagon 
will mainly live on the road, the Ford is a better bet than most 4x4s. 


MitsubisHilP 


Mazda CX-9 Classic 

THE big Mazda wagon is more SUV than bush-basher. 
Relatively thirsty V6 stops it from climbing higher than 
third, but the GX-9 is backed by an appealingly low 
entry price, stout resale and a long service interval. 


Combined 
cycle fuel 
(L/IOOkm) 


AAMI 

insurance 

premium 


Purchase 

Price 


Fuel RON Three-year Redbook Three-year 
(min. rec.) fuel cost resale (%) depreciation 


Warranty 


Large SUV/4WD 


Ford 

Territory TX 4.0i auto RWD 

$37,490 

10.2 

91 

$5822 

55.6 

$16,646 

$989 

12 

3 

Mitsubishi 

Pajero GLX DID man 

$50,990 

8.4 

D 

$5077 

60.1 

$20,345 

$1169 

12 

5 

Mazda 

CX-9 Classic 

$43,770 

11 

91 

$6279 

60.0 

$17,508 

$1096 

12 

3 
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People 

Movers 

under $60K 


Kia Rondo Si 

TAKING the top spot isn’t a first for Kia’s 
Rondo, which suggests frugality is not 
just a fleeting quality. The Korean bus 
doesn’t win on the strength of retained 
value - the predicted depreciation isn’t 
fantastic at 53 percent - but on the fact 
you can buy the Rondo for a mere $30K, 
so there’s not too much to lose. 


The 7.9L/100km economy figure is 
quite good given how hard the 2.0 -litre 
petrol works, though it can’t touch turbo 
diesel rivals. Kia’s seven-year warranty 
is also a boon, which helps the Rondo 
people-mover see off challengers from 
other long-warrantied brands such as 
Hyundai and Citroen. 


Hyundai 
iMax 2.5 CRDi 

HYUNDAI’S take on the people- 
mover is just a commercial van 
with seats bolted in, but it’s very 
effective transporting your peeps, 
and doing it with minimum cost. 


Fiat Freemont 

IT’S a Dodge in drag, but Fiat 
has given us the more cost- 
effective version. The Journey 
on which it’s based finished 
sixth overall simply because 
it’s pricier. 



NAVIGATING 
THE SUV 
WILDERNESS 

IF THE Sports Utility Vehicle segment wasn’t 
split into sub-segments, it would be the largest 
passenger car class in Australia, so there's no 
question it’s a big deal. 

The Large SUV segment (11.5 percent of the 
total market to the end of July) is topped only 
by the small-car class (19.6 percent), while 
SUVs as a whole account for 34.3 percent of 
the local market. 

Our new-for-2015 Small SUV category 
reflects the growth of the sub-compact SUV 
segment, which has seen the Mazda CX-3, 
Honda HR-V and Renault Captur arrive in the 
past year. At the other end of the spectrum, 
we roll the official Targe’ and ‘upper large’ 
(think Landcruiser) categories into our 
Large/4WD category. However, the most 
important thing is finding the vehicle that fits 
your family, and your budget. 

The small/compact SUV market has become 
more diverse in recent years, with arrival of 
the sub-compact set and the proliferation 
of front-drive entry-level models, often with 
smaller engines and a standard manual 
transmission. Considering that consumers 
flocked to SUVs for their outdoorsy image and 
elevated view of the road (which also makes 
kid-loading easier on your back), the fact the 
non-essentials have been filtered out of this 
new breed of soft-roader is a win. 

Three things to remember: 

• Size classes can be a grey area; buy the 
SUV that best fits your family and budget 

• Consider smaller, more efficient and 
cheaper two -wheel- drive SUVs for 
urban duties 

• Not all AWD SUVs are created equal; 
some on-demand/part-time AWDs can 
struggle off road 

Tall order 

TAKE two -wheel- drive SUVs to their logical 
conclusion by removing the high centre 
of gravity and you end up with a regular 
wagon. Okay, so they’re out of fashion, 
but we’re convinced the driving benefits 
more than outweigh the small stylistic and 
convenience sacrifices. 


People movers under $60K 

Purchase 

Price 

Combined 
cycie fuei 
(L/IOOkm) 

Fuei RON 
(min. rec.) 

Three-year 
fuei cost 

Redbook 
resaie (%) 

Three-year 

depreciation 

AAMI 

insurance 

premium 

Service 

intervai 

(months) 

Warranty 

(years) 

Kia 

Rondo Si 2.0i auto 

$30,240 

7.9 

91 

$4509 

53.2 

$14,152 

$944 

12 

7 

Hyundai 

iMax 2.5DT man 

$41 ,490 

8.1 

D 

$4895 

65.2 

$14,439 

$1035 

12 

5 

Fiat 

Freemont 2.4i auto 

$27,000 

9.8 

91 

$5594 

58.1 

$11,313 

$933 

6 

3 

1 Notabie ciassmates: Citroen C4 Picasso Exciusive e-THP, Honda Odyssey VTi, Dodge Journey SXT | 
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Performance 

under $75K 



Kia Proceed GT 

KOREA’S first hot hatch is also 
its best value equation. 

_ . : - You won’t be at all surprised 
to know that Kia’s seven-year 
unlimited-kay warranty plays a big 
part in the result. It’s also pretty obvious 
that a $29,990 entry price is a good 
start in a class with a $75K ceiling, even 
though price itself isn’t scored, because 
instead the predicted three-year resale 
- a reasonable 57 percent - works on a 
very low starting point. 

As well as being a better sports hatch/ 
coupe - the multi-link rear suspension 
and Recaro seats are highlights - than 
its direct rival (in second place), the 
Proceed GT is a better buy, despite being 
a bit thirstier. 



Hyundai 
Veloster 
SR TXirbo 


IF THE Veloster had the same 
seven-year warranty it would 
edge out the Proceed GT - it’s 
that close at the top. Instead, 
the Hyundai comes second, 
despite being superior in terms 
of dollars-per-door. 


3 ” 

Toyota 86 

TOYOTA’S 86 re-established the 
sports coupe genre and redefined 
value when it arrived three years 
ago, and little has changed since, 
despite a minor mechanical, 
cosmetic and equipment update. 


The Subaru BRZ twin finishes sixth. 



r 

Performance under $75K 

Purchase 

Price 

Combined 
cycle fuel 
(L/IOOkm) 

Fuel RON 
(min. rec.) 

Three-year 
fuel cost 

Redbook 
resale (%) 

Three-year 

depreciation 

AAMI 

insurance 

premium 

Service 

interval 

(months) 

Warranty 

(years) 

Kia 

Proceed GT 

$29,990 

7.4 

91 

$4224 

57.0 

$12,896 

$940 

12 

7 

Hyundai 

Veloster SR Turbo man 

$29,990 

6.9 

91 

$3938 

59.6 

$12,116 

$945 

12 

5 

Toyota 

86 GT man 

$29,990 

7.8 

98 

$5009 

63.5 

$10,946 

$954 

6 

3 


Notable classmates: Volkswagen Golf GTI, Holden Commodore SS ute, Subaru BRZ 
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LEASE OR BUY? 


WHILE a traditional car loan combined 
with a rapidly depreciating asset can 
be a wealth hazard, the significant tax 
advantages associated with leasing makes it 
an attractive option for business owners and 
some employees. 

A lease is a contract under 
which you pay for the use 
of the car. When the 
term is up, you hand 
the car back, or buy it. 
A car lease can offer 
ease and simplicity 
because it can include 
running costs; you pay 



a monthly amount and let the lease company 
take care of it. 

Under a salary sacrifice arrangement, a 
monthly novated lease payment, running 
costs and FBT are paid out of the employee’s 
pre-tax salary, reducing taxable income. 
Novated leases have become popular 
because employers then no longer need to 
run a company car fleet, while employees 
can take greater control, including choosing 
the car and potentially buying it at the end 
of the lease. 

For self-employed people, all business 
vehicle costs, including lease payments, are 
tax deductible. 


Three things to remember: 

• Salary sacrifice can save a lot, especially for 
those in higher tax brackets 

• Not all lease plans give the option to buy the 
car at the end of the term 

• Lease costs can be a significant tax deduction 
for the self-employed 

Negotiate first 

IT’S possible to lose out when leasing if you 
don’t keep the vehicle purchase process and 
finance arrangements separate, at least initially. 
Sort the car deal first, then the money; if you 
work back from a monthly figure, an inflated car 
purchase price may be quietly factored in. 



Lotus Elise S 
Roadster 

SIMILAR speed to the pair that beat 
it, but that’s not the point in the 
Lotus, which is the nearest thing 
you can get to a road-legal go-kart. 
Strong resale makes buying new a 
reasonable proposition, and gives 
you a handy three years of warranty. 


BMW M235i 


IT DOESN’T quite have the AMG’s grunt, 
and without AWD it can’t hope to match 
its acceleration figures, but BMW’s rear- 
drive alternative is more involving, and 
runs happily on 95 RON. 


Performance $75K-$150K 

Purchase 

Price 

Combined 
cycle fuel 
(L/100km) 

Fuel RON 
(min. rec.) 

Three-year 
fuel cost 

Redbook 
resale (%) 

Three-year 

depreciation 

AAMI 

insurance 

premium 

Service 

interval 

(months) 

Warranty 

(years) 

Mercedes-AMG 

A45 4MATIC 

$75,700 

6.9 

98 

$4431 

60.3 

$30,053 

$1766 

12 

3 

BMW 

M235i 

$79,930 

8.1 

95 

$4923 

57.8 

$33,730 

$1529 

12 

3 

Lotus 

Elise S Roadster 1. BSC 

$84,990 

7.5 

95 

$4558 

58.6 

$35,186 

$2003 

12 

3 

I Notable classmates: Porsche Cayman, HSV Clubsport R8, Porsche Boxster j 
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Convertibles 

under $60K 

^ Fiat 500 C Lounge 

FIAT’S 500 C, the least-expensive ragtop on sale in Oz, 
was a dead cert to win here. You might as well treat 
yourself to the Lounge version; it’s a bit pricier than the 
base 500C, but its 900cc turbo two-pot will save money 
on fuel and give you a talking point. Retained value is not 
brilliant in percentage terms, but losing 47 percent of 
20-odd grand over three years isn’t too bad. 




Volkswagen Golf 118TSI Exclusive 

THE drop-top Golf is great value in terms of fuel economy and 
three-year retained value (59 percent). It’s almost as polished as 
the hatch and one of the most convincing small cabrios available. 




Mitsubishi .Triton GLX 


* VALUE has long been a Triton trademark, and 
the Mitsubishi workhorse is more appealing 
than before thanks to a rebody earlier this 
year that brought a more mannered version of 
the 430Nm 2.4-litre turbo-diesel, a nicer interior and more 
standard equipment. Price powers the GLX 4x4 across 
the line first. At $36,990, it costs nearly $9K less than the 
second-placed Ranger and undercuts the Amarok by $10K, 
though they both hold their value better in percentage terms, 
Still, the Triton loses fewer dollars to depreciation, while 
offering a longer five-year warranty and uses a bit less fuel. 


Ford Ranger XLS 

BLUE Oval-badged co-development beats its Mazda 'twin' 
because there’s no 2.2-litre diesel in the 4x4 BT-50 line- 
up - you've no option but to have the torquier, thirstier 
3.2 in the Mazda, which otherwise matches the Ford. 


Mazda BT-50 XT 



Mini Cooper Cabrio 

BASE model is a bit slow and seems 
expensive alongside the Golf (or 
a Mini hatch). Many of the Mini 
Cabrio’s cash-saving 
qualities also apply to 
the turbo Cooper S. 



JUST a hair’s width between the BT-50, the Ranger 
above it and the Volkswagen Amarok behind it. 

They’re all good buying, even 
down to the notably absent 
best-selling Toyota 
Hilux (seventh), 
as long as you 
can live with 
the Mazda’s 
six-month 
service interval. 


Convertibles under $60K 

Purchase 

Price 

Combined 
cycle fuel 
(L/IOOkm) 

Fuel RON 
(min. rec.) 

Three-year 
fuel cost 

Redbook 
resale (%) 

Three-year 

depreciation 

AAMI 

insurance 

premium 

Service 

interval 

(months) 

Warranty 

(years) 

Fiat 

500 C Lounge TwinAir 

$24,500 

3.9 

95 

$2370 

52.6 

$10,902 

$851 

6 

3 

Volkswagen 

Golf Cabriolet 11 8TSI 

$43,990 

6.5 

95 

$3950 

59.3 

$17,904 

$1109 

12 

3 

Mini 

Cooper Cabrio 

$40,350 

6.1 

95 

$3707 

53.8 

$18,642 

$1089 

12 

3 

1 Notable classmates: Holden Cascada, Peugeot 308 Allure, Renault Megane Dynamique | 


Dual-cab 4x4 utes 

Purchase 

Price 

Combined 
cycle fuel 
(L/IOOkm) 

Fuel RON 
(min. rec.) 

Three-year 
fuel cost 

Redbook 
resale (%) 

Three-year 

depreciation 

AAMI 

insurance 

premium 

Service 

interval 

(months) 

Warranty 

(years) 

Mitsubishi 

Triton GLX 2.4DT man 

$36,990 

7.2 

D 

$4352 

58.3 

$15,425 

$1041 

12 

5 

Ford 

Ranger XLS 2.2DT man 

$45,590 

8.1 

D 

$4895 

65.6 

$15,683 

$1171 

12 

3 

Mazda 

BT-50 XT 3.2DT man 

$44,240 

8.9 

D 

$5379 

64.6 

$15,661 

$1141 

12 

3 

1 Notable classmates: Volkswagen Amarok TDI400 Trendline, Nissan Navara RX, Isuzu D-Max SX | 
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KEEP UP WITH THE LATEST 
RUGBY LEAGUE NEWS, STATS 
AND VIDEOS AS THEY HAPPEN. 



FREE’- 


Blake Ferguson's first game f«the Sydn... 
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Social climber but still a value proposition 

THE basic $60K Genesis weTe testing here has plenty of kit, proving that Hyundai's 
move into the premium segment hasn't meant abandoning its value-for-money 
brand maxim. The Lexicon sound system is a cracker, streaming my tunes with 
clarity via Bluetooth from my phone. Radar cruise control gets a regular workout. 



Stare case 

Glenn experiences 
an unexpected level 
of attention 


NEW 

ARRIVAL 


THREE weeks in and I’m paranoid. People 
really are watching me. 

I loaned my new Genesis long- termer to 
Damion for a few days, and the first thing 
he remarked on was how people stare as it 
glides by. We’ve both driven cars that attract 
attention, but they’re usually loud sports 
cars or Italian supercars. Not Hyundais. It’s 
never been Hyundais... until now. 

So I’m not imagining things. The Genesis 
is a head-turner. 

I don’t think it’s particularly alluring, 
though the styling is cohesive and premium, 
and the sedan’s stance is strong. Some COTY 
judges last year felt the Genesis could easily 
be mistaken for an Aston sedan. The grille 
does mimic the Rapide a little, and there’s 
that winged badge, but otherwise it’s a 
stretch in my eyes. 

Perhaps the stares are because the Genesis 
is such a bold departure from Hyundai’s 
usual fare. But there’s no Hyundai badge 
up front, so how do the gawkers know it’s a 
Hyundai, and therefore that it’s unusual for 
a Hyundai? Further investigation required, of 
the vox pop nature. Stay tuned. 

So far it’s been a serene and high-mileage 
first few weeks. The Genesis’s overall 
refinement is excellent. The cabin is quiet, 
the ride isolating, and the drivetrain’s effects 


are seen but not heard. The multi- adjustable 
electric seat is comfortable and, combined with 
reach and tilt steering adjustment, delivers the 
driving position I want. 

I haven’t explored its dynamic limits yet, but 
already the benefits of Hyundai’s localisation 
program can be felt. The suspension absorbs 
sharp edges and bumps without feeling floaty 
or overly soft. Initial turn-in is impressive for a 
5m car with a 3m wheelbase weighing almost 
two tonnes. There’s no overt sense that it’s 
leaning on the outside front or that bodyroll is 
softening its bite. 

Getting started each day is not without 
its little quirks, though. Even after dozens of 
journeys, for the life of me I can’t remember 
whether to push or pull the park brake switch. 

The big A-pillar and wing mirror can impede 
visibility at times, so shopping centre kerbs are 
a particular challenge (no, I haven’t clipped one 
yet), and suburban roads clogged with parked 
cars make you aware of the Genesis’s size. I 
don’t like start buttons hidden behind steering 
wheels, and the gear selector’s detent makes a 
plasticky clunk each time it moves out of Drive. 

That gearlever clunk was quickly fixed by a 
Hyundai service rep, and though it seems such 
a little thing, it’s why prestige car companies 
spend millions on finessing haptic feedback. 

I’ve not messed around with the drivetrain’s 
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as do the front and rear parking sensors, though the front ones sometimes don't 
pick up the single central bollard located outside my favourite coffee stop. 

Other driver assist systems include lane departure warning and auto 
emergency braking, which thankfully I haven't had cause to trigger yet. Puddle 


lights that include the Genesis logo (far left) are a nice touch. And the Smart 
Boot, which opens when it senses a person waiting behind it with the key, is 
clever, and much better than having to wave your foot wildly under the bumper 
like some other systems. 



Eco mode, or its Sport alter-ego yet, which 
I suspect may help the slick eight-speed 
transmission make better use of its ratios. 

I’m deliberately spending time getting familiar 
with the baseline first. 

We started our days together during a 
Melbourne winter. This $60K base model 
wears 18-inch Hankook Ventus Primes - 
the top-level $80K Genesis gets 19-inch 
Dunlops - and they’re generally fine. But they 
do have a weakness when it comes to standing- 
start turns on wet roads. 

The drivetrain has good initial pick-up, 
which I like. But turning at wet intersections 
can cause the inside rear to lose traction, 
which the ESC is commendably quick to 
clamp down on. It shows little finesse 
with its response, though, cutting drive 
completely until well after traction is 
restored. If you’re attempting to merge 
with traffic, this accelerative pause can 
feel like ages. 

I’ve learned to be more judicious moving off 
in the wet, but I wasn’t exactly stomping the 
throttle before because I’m trying to get a good 
fuel figure, as 12.7L/100km for a month 
of commuting proves. Still, if it’s a choice 
between overzealous or inattentive ESC, 

I’d take the former. 

Otherwise it’s been a serene first few 


weeks. Yep, serene. I’ve noticed a marked 
improvement in my ability to tolerate the 
morning commute. Spending a few extra 
minutes in its quality confines is no hardship. 


Now, if I can Just get the boss to approve 
a chauffeur. I’ll set about testing the back 
seat properly. 

GLENN BUTLER 
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Our 


Garage 



NISSAN QASHQAI TS 


Date acquired: April z015 
Price: $34,575 

This month: 1422km @ 8.6L/100km 
Overall: 4112km @ 8.5L/100km 


WEEK 15 
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Rock blocked 

THINK for a second how a good song sounds when played loud 
through a top-notch car audio system - searing guitar chords, a 
tight, punchy bass line, drums that deliver a visceral kick. Now 
forget all that good stuff, because you won't find it in the 


Oashgai, at least in the base-spec models. The muddy-sounding, 
distortion-prone audio system appears to have been specced by 
beancounters who are AM-talkback enthusiasts, not music 
heads. So add 'audio upgrade' to Nissan's jobs list for the facelift. 



months 


Howling at the moon 

A rare chance to probe the limits brings a surprise 


‘no unsecured cargo’ clause, and ideally no 
partner. Weekend traffic and cyclists also 
tend to clutter up my preferred local roads, 
and public holidays are out because cops are 
likely to blast you with capsicum spray while 
they feed your licence through a shredder if 
they so much as get a sniff of any enjoyable 
driving going on. 

So you can see how narrow the window 
can get. But after a recent pre-sunrise punt, 
what I learned about the Qashqai is that 
it’s one of those SUVs that actually under- 
promises then over- delivers in the 
dynamics department. 

Initial impressions suggest that the 
compliant ride and baggy 17-inch tyres 
may translate into a bit of a boaty-feeling 
chassis when heat is applied, but it’s not the 
case. Body control is actually very good, and 
while the crisp, medium-weighted steering 
may not deliver the last word in feel, it does 


provide a decent sense of connection. 

Even the diesel engine, which is no 
NVH genius at idle, starts to come good in 
the upper-mid range, pulling with all the 
enthusiasm its modest 320Nm can muster. 
The only (slight) negatives are a bit of axle 
tramp and torque-steer out of tight or damp 
comers. Otherwise, this is an SUV that doesn’t 
mind you treating it like a warm hatch, even if 
it only occurs once in a blue moon. 

ASH WESTERMAN 


A LUNAR eclipse occurs maybe a couple 
of times a year, which, according to my 
exhaustive research, is about the same 
frequency that the average enthusiast driver 
of an SUV may actually probe the dynamic 
envelope and see what the thing is capable of 
when hustled through a few corners. 

And it’s with a hung head and a rising 
sense of shame that I realise I’ve fallen into 
the same pattern. It’s not as if driving a mid- 
size SUV has robbed me of the will to live; 
it’s more that a bunch of disparate elements 
need to come into careful alignment before 
driving with any real enthusiasm can 
actually occur. 

First, no kids on board. My daughter will 
soon be old enough to be riding around 
with 17-year-old blokes on P-plates, and 
my hyper- critical self doesn’t want her 
thinking it’s okay for any of them to drive 
like I (occasionally) do. Then there’s the 


DIESEL DO 
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Service me freely 

PROBABLY due to the fact that few car buyers 
have been tempted by the C4 Picasso five-seat's 
charms to date (just 66 have been sold in 2015 to 
the end of July), Citroen has thrown in six years of 


free servicing, which it values at $3635. Available 
only until September 30, the six-year servicing deal 
is capped at 90,000km, whereas the Picasso's 
six-year warranty has an unlimited distance. 



Long day’s journey into night 


Leggy Picasso takes to its interstate challenge 


IT WAS three in the afternoon before I could 
finally escape last month’s seven-seat SUV 
compare and head north, from the hills 
outside Yackandandah in Victoria. 

The Picasso had been fuelled in Bright 
earlier that morning, yet a strafe up icy 
Mount Buffalo and back again had already 
put a dent in its digital bar-graph fuel gauge. 
And checking its tyre pressures before 
being loaded with luggage and camera gear 
revealed that the luscious urban ride I fell in 
love with on first acquaintance was largely 
due to its 205/55R17 Continentals being 
under-inflated. Pity. 

Black ice quelled any enthusiasm in the 
tighter stuff towards Mount Buffalo’s peak, 
but faster corners in the foothills revealed 
that the C4 Picasso retains much of the 
Peugeot SOS’s dynamic DNA, albeit watered 
down. Perhaps it’s the higher seating position 
or raised centre of gravity, but the heavier 
Citroen doesn’t quite seem to have the rear- 


end adjustability or inherent poise of the 
smaller, sportier Pug. Not without digging 
deep to find it, anyway. 

But I enjoyed flogging the C4 Picasso to join 
the Hume at Albury, then progressively into 
darkness for another 550km. Being a lifelong 
glare-o-phobe (my perpetual sunnies aren’t 
just for looks!), I usually leave the Citroen’s 
‘Zenith’ slidey rooflining thingy all the way 
forward, but at night, having unlimited glass 
from cowl to hairline crown gave a stunning 
view of the stars in the sky. Yes, I was bored, 
but not by the C4’s wealth of interesting 
display screens or its sturdy stereo. 

Charging along at an indicated 125km/h 
(while still being overtaken on the final 
leg from Bowral to Sydney), the C4 Picasso 
proved it relishes a big-distance challenge. 
With a supple highway ride, ample turbo- 
boosted torque, acres of vision, excellent 
high-beam and a supportive, ache-free 
driver’s pew with built-in adjustable armrest. 


my French 
MPV-of-sorts 
turned an arduous journey into 
an effortless one. 

The sat-nav originally predicted an 8.19pm 
arrival and, while a food and coffee stop (at 
the excellent new Oliver’s joint at the Dog on 
the Tucker Box outside Gundagai) and a toilet 
visit added a decent chunk to that estimate, I 
managed to claw my way back to almost nail 
the original ETA. 

Typically, the Picasso’s trip computer 
claimed a slick 7.7L/100km for the tank, 
including the mountainous stuff early on, 
but the reality was 8.1L/100km - still pretty 
good given the enthusiastic throttle use. 
Byron’s 308 auto (sharing the same platform) 
is around 200kg lighter, with a superior 
engine, a smaller frontal area and a thirst 
somewhere in the sixes, so I reckon the puffy 
C4’s low-eight ain’t too bad at all. 

NATHAN PONCHARD 
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RENAULT CAPTURTCe90 


Date acquired: March 20 
— j" Price as tested: $25,540 ■ 
” This month: 622km 


Overall 7164km ( 


6.9L/100km 
6.8L/100km 
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Dynamique is a better Expression 

ALL Capturs are available in the base Expression level (to which 
our regular blue long-termer adds $800 of metallic paint, an 
$1800 two-tone exterior treatment with a black roof, and the 
$750 'Paris' interior pack that includes washable seat covers). 


But buyers choosing the four-pot TCe120 can also opt for a 
Dynamigue spec that, for $2K more than Expression, includes the 
two-tone paint and seat covers, as well as 17-inch alloys, a few 
extra internal and external sparkles, and handy cornering lights. 



^AND CREAMY 


Four play 

Another pot turns pain to pleasure 


My ‘short-term 
Captur not only goes 
harder than the long- 
termer but arguably 
looks better in its 
cream livery 


YOU wouldn’t think a cylinder the size of 
a snack-can of baked beans could be a real 
game-changer for something as big as a car. 
But enthusiasts know only too well there’s no 
replacement for displacement. It’s an easy way 
of gaining performance. 

What’s not so easy is adding cylinders to 
existing engines. Cos worth put a couple of its 
four-cylinder engines together and created the 
legendary DFV V8 that dominated FI racing for 
20 years, while Volkswagen Group made a W12 
by mating two V6s. In the same vein, Renault’s 
1.2 -litre four- cylinder turbo available for the 
Captur is essentially the 0.9-litre three-pot 
with an extra cylinder tacked on the end. My 
apologies to any engineers reading this... 

After complaining last month about the 
slovenly progress of my blue long- termer, I 
was keen to try the four-cylinder version and 
Renault was equally happy to provide one for 
comparison. So for the past few weeks I’ve 
been driving a Dynamique-spec Captur that 
not only has the bigger engine, but also a dual- 
clutch transmission because it’s not available 


with a manual. And, because it’s an auto, it 
goes without the idle-stop function. As far as 
I’m concerned that’s a win-win-win. 

The extra grunt transforms the car, making 
it a delight to drive; you can comfortably keep 
up with traffic, accelerate up hills that stump 
the three-cylinder, and not have to worry 
about falling off the power brand and losing all 
momentum. What’s more, the four-pot does 
it much more quietly, so it’s less wearing on 
driver and passengers alike. 

In line with the capacity, outputs are 
similarly up about a third and, importantly, 
it comes on strong earlier than the three-pot 
engine. Power goes up from 66kW at 5250rpm 
to 88kW at 4900rpm, while torque increases 
from 135Nm at 2500rpm to 190Nm at 2000rpm. 
Okay, it’s no DFV, but these are significant 
numbers in context. 

Despite carrying an extra 81kg, the bigger 
engine slashes 2.1sec off the sprint to lOOkm/h. 
And that extra weight seems to benefit the 
Captur’s ride, making it settle better and feel 
less choppy. Even the fuel consumption is a 


match - 7.0L/100km on a few 
tanks versus a four-month average of 
6.8 for our three-cylinder. 

Less impressive is the Getrag six-speed 
dual-clutch transmission, which might 
shift quickly and smoothly once on the 
move, but is slow on take-off and a bit 
dithery around town, unsure whether to 
pre-select first or third when you’re in 
heavy traffic toddling along in second. 

But I don’t care. More power, better 
flexibility, quieter operation, comparable 
fuel use, no confounded idle-stop and the 
convenience of an automatic. For the 
sake of a few grand, you can keep your 
thrummy triples. 

DAVID HASSALL 




128 wheelsmag.com.au 






• URBAN ® COUNTRY © SPORTS © FAMILY ©^MOTORWAY 


Boot on quality 

PEUGEOT is understandably forever banging on about this 308's 
huge guality strides. But rather than take it at face value, punters 
ought to explore the car's posterior instead. Or, more accurately, 
the generous luggage compartment. Right there is evidence of 


thorough craftsmanship, from the solid operation of the tailgate 
(which opens up high to clear taller scalps) to excellent fit and 
finish. There's nothing shoddy there at all. You might even call it 
Teutonic in its presentation. 


The faults in our star 

308 might be stellar, but some black holes do exist 


IN THE 18 years Tve been writing about cars 
professionally, not many have impressed 
as consistently as the 308 1.2-litre three-pot 
turbo auto. Four months and 5000km in, the 
Peugeot’s punchy yet supple driveability, 
fluid dynamics, restrained class and 
unbelievably excellent build quality continue 
to shine brightly. 

That makes the faults in this small-car 
superstar all the more glaring. 

Probably top of the list is the touchscreen’s 
overloaded functionality. Like an old Merc’s 
indicator/wiper stalk, it has too many Jobs 
to do, and scrolling between each can 
be tiresome. For instance, changing the 
temperature requires a different display 
‘window’ followed by hit-and-miss prods of 
the display. A simple thermostat dial - or 


even a big old knob Just like the one for 
altering the fine audio system’s volume - 
would suffice. 

That leads to whinge number two, the lack 
of night-time steering wheel illumination for 
the remote audio controls, requiring the sort 
of fumbling in the dark that would bring back 
embarrassing teenage-years memories for 
many frustrated drivers. 

Once you’ve arrived at your destination, 
be prepared for an unintended shower if it’s 
been raining, thanks to the most ineffective 
roof gutters we’ve experienced in a long time. 
Thankfully the door pockets are large enough 
to take an umbrella for Just such occasions 
- unlike the latest Mazda 3’s... 

Speaking of dampness, the Active’s 
Goodyear Efficiency Grip tyres might help 
damp out road irregularities while eking 
out maximum fuel economy, but their wet- 
surface grip can be tenuous. In willing hands, 
the sliding rubber can be fun, and the chassis’ 


innate control and adjustability means even 
novice drivers stand a very strong chance of 
regaining their intended trajectory, but we’d 
prefer stickier items. Efficiency Grip? More 
like ‘Efficiency Slip’. 

And finally there is the infernal back-to- 
front tachometer needle action. This is a bit 
of a love/hate thing, actually, because it’s 
obviously done for symmetry’s sake, or Just 
to be different and French, and that ought 
to be celebrated in this age of uniformity. 

But, really, how can anybody get used to a 
reverse-swinging rev counter? 

Still, as 1 approach the end-game in the 
Pug, 1 also know that once GWY-07A goes. I’ll 
miss the bad along with the good because the 
T9-series 308 is that rarest of beasts - a car 
with character. It’s what’s been missing in 
most rivals. 

As for the faults, all are minor. What a 
major achievement. 

BYRON MATHIOUDAKIS 
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strawberry Sunday 

WHAT is it about Foresters and vomit? I'd just flown up the Clyde 
Mountain out of Batemans Bay and on reaching the end of the 
hairpins was congratulating myself on having kids who can cope 
with enthusiastic cornering. Then my four-year-old daughter 


said she felt sick and I, like a fool, just advised her to drink some 
water. Seconds later half a punnet of strawberries had expelled 
from her throat. I still feel sick just thinking about wiping it up. 
So it's 1-all for vomit between the petrol and diesel versions. 



Reading the signs 

Corby deals with a bewildering dash icon 


THE ironic thing is that I would laugh at 
someone who ignored a warning light on 
their dash and kept driving right off the face 
of the planet as a damn fool. 

History is awash with stories of people, 
some of them women, who kept pootling 
about in their cars despite a red oil light 
warning of impending thermo car-killer 
disaster, and yet when an icon flashed up on 
the dash of my Subaru Forester I was more 
bemused than befuddled. 

Much as I’m loath to admit it, my refusal 
to engage with instruction manuals of any 
kind (I figure industrial designers are paid 
a fortune to make such things effectively 
redundant, because they understand that 
only a small percentage of people will read 
them) can be problematic. 

In my defence, warning lights are generally 
self-explanatory, but this one looked like 
the symbol you might find in a European 
bathroom explaining what a bidet does, 
only laid on its side. Or perhaps one of those 
emoticons that lazy, illiterate people love. 

Admitting that I was beaten, the manual 


told me that this was the Diesel Particulate 
Filter Warning Light, which warns you when 
the filter is not able to burn the soot and 
particulate matter that has accumulated and 
the built-up crud exceeds a specific limit. 

Because my wife was reading this to me, 
and I may have been shouting at her, we 
might have missed the distinction between 
the light being on (continue to drive carefully, 
drive at certain revs for 15 minutes for burn 
treatment) and the light flashing (go directly 
to your Subaru dealer). 

To cut a slightly embarrassing story short, 
the dealer advised that it was merely 
“a precautionary oil dilution warning light, 
which can come on sometimes if diesel cars 
have been used on a lot of short journeys”. 

This would make sense because the 
Forester does do a lot of short journeys (I 
didn’t realise this was a potential problem) 
except that when it came on I’d just returned 
from a 2000km trip down the coast, during 
which I thoroughly enjoyed the car, its utility 
and its fuel economy in particular. 

The only bummer with the diesel (before 


this whole palaver) is the agricultural tone, 
which still bothered me when climbing a 
winding mountain road, but for 80 percent 
of a long journey it’s quiet enough that you 
forget about it. 

To be honest, I still can’t decide whether 
I’d buy the diesel or petrol Forester, although 
I seriously would consider one of them as a 
family car if I wasn’t such a prima donna, but 
the value equation with this diesel is tipping 
me in its direction. 

STEPHEN CORBY 


220 ^ 


WARNING 

SIGN 






130 wheelsmag.com.au 






• urban ©country ©sports •'family ©motorway 


Unlocking the mystery 

THE little battery in the V60's key fob must be on 
its last legs because it now only works when I'm 
standing right next to the car and pointing the key 
directly at the interior. Makes you realise what a 


convenient feature keyless central locking is... 
and to ponder why the V60, which is otherwise 
so well appointed, lacks this increasingly popular 
(and increasingly standard) feature. 



Ged reaches the age when it’s the small things that matter 


EVER noticed the size of Toyota switchgear? 
Surely I’m not the only one to realise that 
Camry switches are apparently designed 
for the massive thumbs of Sissy Hankshaw, 
lead character in Tom Robbins’ novel Even 
Cowgirls Get the Blues. 

But after years of deriding Toyota’s big, 
chunky buttons as being like the over-sized 
key-pad on a pensioner’s phone, it’s recently 
started to make sense to me. 

You see, having stuttered past a milestone 
our test cricketers seem incapable of 
achieving - the half-century, not 16 - I’ve 
begun to notice the drop-off in my eyesight. 
My distance vision is still terrific, but the 
close-range performance of my previously 
20-20 peepers is undoubtedly on the wane. 

It happens to the best of us. In fact, 
medical science has a name for this visual 
degeneration, presbyopia, which a learned 
website tells me is Greek for ‘old man eyes’. 

Charming! 


The talented Michael Stahl penned a 
wonderful column on this topic a few years 
ago, referencing the physiological drop-off 
in reaction time, vision and other skills 
that comes with ageing. At the time I felt 
for “poor old Stahly” - despite us being the 
same vintage - and assumed that his hard 
life versus my strict ‘the body is a temple’ 
(ahem!) approach must have been the 
difference. It wasn’t. 

Joining the growing-long- arms department 
has led me to question the V60’s tiny 
switchgear. Seriously, you need to have the 
tactile skills of an eye surgeon to operate 
these things. Perhaps the Swedes are so 
genetically superior they don’t ‘do’ macular 
degeneration. After all, this is the blue-eyed, 
blonde-haired race that’s given us Anita 
Ekberg, Victoria Silvstedt and Agnetha 
from ABBA. 

But I’m sorry Hjalmar, or Thorsten, or 
whatever the bloody interior designer’s name 


is, we middle-aged Aussies have fat little 
fingers and squinty-poor eyesight, so your 
close-clustered, near-invisible buttons 
do not please us. 

I’ve at least worked out how to switch the 
handsome and (thankfully) highly visible LED 
dash between its different themed displays. 

In fact. I’ve channelled my inner Sigmund 
Freud and started an experiment to see how 
the various colours affect mood, to kill time 
on my 45-minute commute. 

The jury is still out on whether driving in 
ECO, with the dash glowing a gentle green, 
makes me any softer on the loud pedal, or 
if switching to Performance has me angrily 
flipping other drivers the bird and attracting 
speeding tickets. 

But what I can say for certain is that, when 
running in vivid-red Performance mode, on 
a Monday morning, en route to work. I’m a 
right cranky old bastard. 

GED BULMER 
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Range reality 

BMW claims an electric-only range of 170 kilometres for the 
13 Rex (and double that distance if you use the range 
extender's nine-litre fuel tank) but we never got close to the 
battery-only figure. Typically it was between 110 and 125km 


before the drone of the 647cc two-cylinder petrol engine 
kicked in. That was fine for most of our city-based driving, 
though, and we often went two or three days before 
plugging in for a charge. 



rv-cgciici aLivc 

braking means you can 
drive without touching 
the pedal, so i3 brake 
pads could outlast 
the car 


Unplugged 

As the i3 departs, modem life strikes a cord 


DESPITE society’s obsession with lycra- 
infused bike riding and 24-hour gyms, we’re 
generally a pretty lazy bunch. The thought 
of getting out of your seat to change the 
TV channel or answer the phone long ago 
went the way of home-delivered milk and 
affordable houses. Walking to the shops? 
Forget it in this app-happy world. 

So I’m not as surprised as I once might 
have been that plugging in a power cord 
feels like a chore. Yet I haven’t had to visit 
a petrol station for weeks. That’s life in an 
electric car for you. 

Three months into my time with a BMW 
is and it’s time to say goodbye, only I’m not 
ready to wave it off. 

Sure, I could live without the oddball 
looks (it’s dorky and skinny from behind), 
the headlights are more about preserving 
electrons than lighting the road, and the 
front-rear pitching is about as fun as 
vacuuming. Oh, and I’ve never really got 
used to the rotary gear selector. 

But there’s a lot to like, and I’ve had an 
interesting glimpse into an electric-car 
world. I was expecting the iS novelty to wear 
off, like a holiday romance. Except it hasn’t. 
I’ve come to love the car the Wheels voted its 
2014 Car Of The Year. 

It starts with traffic, something difficult to 
like. But I hated it less in the i3. Being able to 
dart away from a set of lights on full throttle 
without the noise of a beefy V8 or frenetic 
four-cylinder was pretty cool. And when 
the gridlock banked up again - yep, just 
300 metres later - 1 knew I’d be turning some 
of my kinetic energy back into electricity for 
the next mini grand prix. 

I came to value Connected Drive, the app 
that allowed me to check where the car was 
and how much charge it had (you can also 
monitor energy usage). OK, it’s gimmicky, 
but it’s also handy, like when I knew I’d 
only be driving 20km the next day so I 
didn’t have to wander out on a cold night 
to plug it in. 

Yet it struck me after these few months 
that I had no idea how much it was costing 
to run. After all, ISkWh per 100km doesn’t 
mean much. 


So, off to the filing cabinet for an 
electricity bill. I’m paying 25.0926 cents per 
kWh precisely. Each 100km in the electric 
Beemer has therefore cost me something 
like $3.90. That’s half what I’d be spending 
in a Toyota Prius, but amounts to plenty 
when it’s comes in one three-month lump 
sum added to an electricity bill already 
bloated with three months of heating, 
cooking and lighting. 

My final month with the i3 threw up 
a disconcerting warning that a tyre was 
underinflated. On closer inspection it was 
only 0.2psi under the threshold, yet it 
decided to alert me it was ‘dangerously low’. 
The only way to so shut it up was to go to 
one of those petrol station thingies I was 
learning to forget about. Being the range- 
extender version, I also gave it a shot of fuel 
to top up the tiny nine-litre tank; driving a 
noddy-looking electric car is odd enough, 
but fuelling it is simply weird. 

But there’s plenty of feel-good factor 
about driving the i3. Apart from doing my 
greenie bit, I also found myself looking 
down the nose of Prius drivers, in much the 
way they did to other drivers a decade ago. 
Such old technology... 

TOBY HAGON 
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Grid-locked 

THE solar power system I'd waited months for arrived two 
weeks after my 13 went back. But at least my next electric car 
will be largely charged for free - assuming I can charge it 
during the day. My 4kWh system only works when the sun is 


out, reverting to dirty old grid power after that. Battery 
systems that take you off the grid are the hot topic in solar 
energy circles, but they're a lot more expensive than the 
increasingly common guality sub-$10K systems. 


Date acquired: April 2015 
Price as tested: $69,900 
Ttiis month: 817km @ IS.lkWh/lOOkm (plus 3.0L of fuel) 
Overall: 1633km @ 15.4kWh/100km (plus 8.5L of fuel) 





Garage 




Bogan brothers hit the highway 

THE Clubsport completed not one but two return trips 
between Sydney and Melbourne during its time with me. 
The best mileage we recorded was on the last run, 
10.6L/100km. That happened to be the same tank that I 


stretched the furthest: 724km. My brother did the same return 
trip alongside the Clubbie in his 2005 VZ Berlina 5.7-litre and 
recorded a figure of 9.2L/100km. That's not bad for a 225kW 
V8 with 148,000km on the clock and loaded to the gills. 



Culture king 

. . . though we suspect Damo spells culture with a ‘k’ 


“1 CAN’T believe you gave it back,” says 
HSV’s keeper of the keys, Tim Stevens, as he 
drives off in ‘my’ Clubbie after 1 returned it to 
Clayton, just shy of 16,000km on the odo and 
near spotlessly clean. Not a single stone-chip 
near those white nostrils, a scuff on any of 
those stunning 20-inch wheels, nor a single 
mark. 1 loved that car, and it showed. 

I’ll miss it. 

That doesn’t mean it was perfect. The 
cabin is tacky but fun, the materials good 
rather than stellar, and for some reason the 
boot remote stopped working days from the 
end - before randomly working again. 


On the road, the transmission proved too 
slow to maximise the 340kW on tap and, 
while the R8 is a supremely sorted vehicle for 
its size and price, it still felt like a collection 
of excellent parts rather than the proverbial 
‘fashioned out of a single piece of metal’. The 
light steering only added to that feeling, and 
it seemed odd that, in this day and age, it 
didn’t have idle-stop to save fuel. 

Also odd was that the HSV logo came off 
the passenger-side floor mat, not the heavily 
used one under the driver. And the bolster on 
the driver’s side was heavily worn thanks to 
my backside. 


Yet the R8 is a car to sink your heart 
and soul into. It’s a link back to Australia’s 
motoring heritage, the golden era that kicked 
off in the late 1960s, even if its 6.2-litre V8 is 
made in Mexico. 

The idea of this car is archaic - let’s face 
it, it’s a dinosaur on wheels - but we still 
bake bread in loaves and wilt over the oldest 
bottles of whisky. Old doesn’t mean bad. 

The smartphone proves that ‘new’ isn’t 
always better, and we often see change for 
change’s sake. 

The Clubsport isn’t something that’s better 
than a modern marvel like a VW Golf R, for 
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HSV CLUBSPORT R8 


Date acquired: March 2015 
Erice as tested: $79,365 
This month: 2220km @ 13.4L/100km 
|i OveSl: 9980km @ 14.4L/100km 
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Weekend release 

WHEN Aussie manufacturing ends and there is no HSV 
Clubsport in showrooms, this car will be sorely missed. What 
we'll have instead is uncertain. Holden is expected to bring in 
Cadillacs and Chevs to fuel the lust for bellowing V8s. 


Meanwhile, I'll draw your attention to the fact that the new 
Chrysler 300 SRT, in 6.4-litre guise, is unigue to Australia. The 
SRT is a great cruiser and has that classic V8 warble - better 
than the Clubbie's - but dynamically it's not as sharp as HSV. 



Not exactly what 
you’d call a dignified 


instance. It’s not as precise, not as sharp, 
even if it is (in a straight line) faster; who can 
argue with a 4.8sec O-lOOkm/h time? 

In our time together, so many people sat 
in the Clubsport that would normally shun 
an Aussie-made machine as a relic; surely it 
must drive like the HK Holden their grandad 
had? After all, the Aussie industry can’t 
have made any progress, could it? Yet the 
response, time and time again, was, “You 
know, I didn’t think these things were this 
fast, or so comfy”. 

Okay, so none of them beat HSV’s door 
down for one of their own, but still, the R8 
proved that there’s often little respect and a 


lot of ignorance for how good these cars are. 
They’re loaded not only with our proud past, 
but misconceptions as well. That, too, stems 
back to the 1960s. 

Cars like my Clubbie are the Aussie cultural 
cringe on wheels. They’re Midnight Oil; 
supremely talented, but often overlooked as 
Bogan bop-alongs. 

Modern Australia is a wealthy, latte- 
sipping nation that sees sophistication in 
European cars and regards things like the 
Hills Hoist and Victa lawnmower as artefacts 
of a daggy past. Many park our beloved V8s in 
that frame, too. 

Yet in 2015 I wear a scarf (questionable a 


decade ago), sport a beard, drink cappuccinos 
and wear pointy suede shoes. And I love 
Holden V8s, because I love driving, love the 
sound and don’t care what my peers, parents 
or poseurs think. 

I’ll miss the Clubbie, and hopefully will see 
her in a few decades, after riding my eggshell 
autonomous car to a show-n-shine, its proud 
young owner beaming proudly over his ‘old 
HSV’. Perhaps there will be a blower on the 
side, some oddball paint scheme or oversized 
wheels ruining the ride. 

Whatever happens, this particular car will 
be loved, wherever it ends up. 

DAMION SMY 
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Alfa Romeo 


3yr/100,000km 

www.alfaromeo.com.au 


Modern-day Alfasud with fewer bubbles 
0 Retro style, without actually being a remake of anything; TwinAir's value and character 
^Ride varies from brittle to teeth-rattling; flawed ergonomics; idle-stop system is rubbish 


Progression TwinAii 

Progression 

Progression 

Distinctive 

OV 



■ $22,500 

L2T 

0.9 

77 145 M6 

1130 

12.9 

19.0 

4.2 

95 

57 

07/14 

F 

$24,500 

L4T 

1.4 

99 206 M5 

1130 

8.4 

- 

5.6 

95 

57 

F 

$26,500 

L4T 

1.4 

99 230 S6 

1130 

8.2 

- 

5.5 

95 

57 

F 

$29,000 

L4T 

1.4 

99 230 S6 

1130 

8.2 

- 

5.5 

95 

58 

F 

$32,000 

L4T 

1.4 

125 250 M6 

1145 

7.5 

- 

6.0 

95 


F 

d Giulietta 

Old name, new promise 







t 0 Engines; steering; suspension and handling. Cabin space, even. Finally, a proper Alfa! 

5 [S) Cabin’s lack of storage; plastics not to VW standard; our favourite hubcaps are dead 
■ The Pick: Top-spec QV. Or the great-riding, torquey, freshly upgraded base model 

$29,000 

L4T 

1.4 

88 215 M6 

1259 

9.4 

- 

6.4 

95. 

53 


F 

$33,000 

L4T 

1.4 

125 250 M6 

1269 

7.5 

15.3 

5.7 

95 

_53 

11/14 

F 

$35,000 

L4T 

1.4 

125 250 ' S6 

1284 

7.6 

- 

5.1 

95' 

'53~ 

F 

$39,000 

L4T 

1.7 

173 340 M6 

1299 

6.8 

- 

7.6 

95 

53 

03/11 

F 

$42,000 

L4T 

1.7 

177 340 S6 

1299 

6.0 


7.0 

95 

52 

04/15 

F 


Alfisti rejoice! 

ES Lightweight carbon-fibre body; exciting dynamics; bucketloads of charisma 

Firm seats; uninspiring exhaust note in cabin; love-it-or-hate-it steering; zero storage 
« The Pick: Save $20K and revel in the better-rid i ng, slig htly le ss hard cor e stand a rd 4C 

$89,000 L4T 1.7 177 350 $6 1025 4.5 - ' 6.8 95 43 R 


$109,000 L4T 1.7 177 350 S6 1025 4.6 12.8 6.8 95 43 06/15 R 


Aston Martin 


3yr/unlimited 

www.astonmartin.com 


Vantage 


Superstar styling, but ageing 


V8 Coupe 
V8 Coupe 
V8 Roadster 
V8 Roadster 
V8 S Coupe 
V8 S Coupe 
V8 S Roadster 
V12S Coupe 
V12 S Roadster 



0 Stunning looks, spectacular-sounding engines, much rarer than a 911 
[x] Cabin dated and pretty tight; purists will prefer its sharper, newer rivals 

The Pick: V12 from the Vanquish provides serious shove with little weight penalty 

$231,000 

V8 

4.7 

313 470 

M6 

1630 

4.9 

13.8 

95 

63 08/07 

R 

$246,900 

V8 

4.7 

313 '470 

$7 

1630 

4.9 

12.9 

95 

63 ■ 

A 

$260,000 

V8 

4.7 

313 470 

M6 

1690 

4.9 

13.8 

95 

63 

R 

$273,800 

V8 

4.7 

313 470 

S7 

1690 

4.9 

12.9 

95 _ 

63 

R 

$251,700 

V8 

4.7 

321 490 

M6 

1610 

4.8 

13.8 

95 

63 

fl 

$267,600 

V8 

4.7 

321 490 

S7 

1610 

4.5 

12.9 

95 

63 

R 

$280,600 

V8 

4.7 

321 490 

M6 

1690 

4.8 

13.8 

95 

63 

n 

$354,300 

VI 2 

5.9 

421 620 

S7 

- 

3.9 

14.7 

95 

63 

R 

$383,525 

VI 2 

5.9 

421 620 

57 

1745 

4.1 

14.7 

95 

63 

R 

DB9 

■ 

Beauty, and beast 





0 Like Bond himself, the DB9 is class; wailing V12 is a perfect car-chase accompaniment 
[HlSome interior details well below par; not as quick as V12 suggests; tight packaging 

The Pick: DB9 coupe is sportier and sturdier than the slightly limp-wristed Volante 

$349,500 

V12 

5.9 

381 620 

A6 

1785 

4.6 

14.3 

95 

58 

R 

$380,900 

VI 2 

5.9 

381 620 

A6 

1890 

4.6 

14.3 

95 

58 

R 


Vanquish 


DBS replacement is a stunner 


0 Arguably the most beautiful modern Aston, still with tingly V12 and new eight-speed 
O Lardy kerb weight; hefty consumption; more a GT than genuine sports car 
• The Pick: In white, thanks, with black wheels and a Ben Sherman Union Jack pillow 

au|o 

$484,995 V12 5.9 421 620 A8 1739 4.1 - 14.4 

95 58 


R 

$521,995 V12 5.9 421 620 A8 1849 4.3 - 14.4 

95 55 


R 


Super sedan 

0 Gorgeous Aston ‘sedan’ makes its Porsche Panamera rival look overfed and frumpy 
1^ It may look sexy but getting any in its cramped rear quarters would be an achievems ii 
The Pick: Good luck securing one - only a handful are coming here and the queue is long 

$378,500 ■’vr2 5.9 4ir 630 A8 1990 4.9 - 14.9^95^59 > 


Audi 


A1 Sportback 


3yr/unlimited 

www.audi.com.au 


Baby got 'back 



W\ Five-door practicality; cute styling ; slick interior; ballsy S1 ; thrummy turbo three -pol 

0 1 .8 TFSI is more than $10K dearer than a Polo GTI with the same donk 
• The Pick: A 1 .0-litre turbo-triple manual is where it’s at, with charm, spirit and polish 

1.0 TFSI 

$26,900 

L3T 

1.0 

70 160 

M5 

1060 

11.1 - 

4.2 

95 

60 

F 

1.0 TFSI 

$28,250 

L3T 

1.0 

70 160 

S7 

1090 

11.1 - 

4.4 

95 

60 08/15 

F 

1.4 TFSI Sport 

$27,750 

L4T 

1.4 

92 200 

M6 

1105 

8.9 - 

5.1 

95 

59 

F 

1.4 TFSI Sport 

$30,100 

L4T 

1.4 

92 200 

S7 

1140 

8.9 - 

4.9 

95 

59 

F 

1.8 TFSI S-Line 

$39,900 

L4T 

1.4 

141 250 

S7 

1205 

6.9 - 

5.6 

95 

59 

F 

SI quattro 

$49,990 

L4T 

1.8 

170 370 

M6 

1340 

5.9 - 

7.1 

95 

59 12/14 

A 


1.4 TFSI Attraction 
1.4 TFSI Attraction 


A3 Sportback 


Slick conservatism for all-new A3 
\ 0 All-new platform means less weight, better handling, improved ride, stunning interior 
I IS) Golf outshines A3 in a few cabin details, yet costs less; new styling is too Audi-generic 
- The Pick: Definitely the spirited, sporty 1.8 TFSI in either FWD or quattro form 

$35,900 [?f 1.4 92' 200 M6 1225 - = 5.3"" 95 55 T" 


L4T 


$35,900 

136 wheelsmag.com.au 


1.4 92 200 S7 1225 9.3 


4.9 95 55 



Price 

type 

Eng 

size Power 

Torque 

Trans. 

Kerb 

weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

cons. 

RON 


tested 

Drive 

1.6 TDI Attraction 

$36,900 

L4TD 

1.6 81 

250 

S7 

1280 

10.7 

- 

3.9 

D 

55 


F 

1.4 TFSI Attraction CoD $38,500 

L4T 

1.4 110 

250 

S7 

1235 

8.2 

- 

4.7 

95 

55 


F 

2.0 TDI Ambition 

$43,200 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

340 

S6 

1320 

8.3 

16.0 

4.4 

D 

56 

08/13 

F 

1.8 TFSI Ambition 

$43,100 

L4T 

1.8 132 

250 

M6 

1280 

- 

- 

5.8 

95 

56 


F 

1.8 TFSI Ambition 

$43,100 

L4T 

1.8 132 

250 

S7 

1280 

7.3 

- 

5.6 

95 

56 


F 

1.8 TFSI quattro 

$46,100 

L4T 

1.8 132 

280 

S6 

1380 

6.8 

- 

6.5 

95 

56 


A 

S3 

$61,100 

L4T 

2.0 210 

380 

M6 

1425 

5.4 

- 

7.0 

95 

58 


A 

S3 

$61,100 

“L4T 

2.0 210 

380 

S6 

1445 

5.0 

- 

6.9 

95 

58 


A 

e-tron 

$62,490 

L4TH 

1.4 150 

350 

S6 

- 

7.6 

- 

1.6 

95 



F 



VAG's premium MQB-platform sedan 





PI All the highlights of the Sportback, plus a decent boot; platform and interior both shine 
[ElChopped rear styling restricts headroom; added expense over equivalent A3 Sportback 


• The Pick: 1.8 TFSI is punchy and frugal, and available in front- or all-wheel drive 


1.4 TFSI Attraction CoD $40,100 

L4T 

1.4 110 

250 

S7 

1250 

8.2 

- 

4.7 

95 

56 


F 

1.8 TFSI Ambition 

$45,400 

L4T 

1.8 132 

250 

S7 

1295 

7.3 

- 

5.6 

95 

56 


F 

2.0 TDI Ambition 

$45,500 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

320 

S6 

1340 

8.3 

- 

4.4 

D 

56 


F 

1.8 TFSI quattro 

$48,400 

L4T 

1.8 132 

280 

S6 

1395 

6.8 

- 

6.5 

95 

56 


A 

S3 

$63,010 

L4T 

2.0 210 

380 

M6 

1430 

5.4 

- 

7.0 

95 

55 


A 

S3 

$63,010 

L4T 

2.0 210 

380 

S6 

1460 

4.8 

13.2 

6.9 

95 

55 

09/14 

A 


A3 Cabriolet 


Manscaped sun-seeker 


HHH 

0 Sedan-based styling much more masculine; strong body; lovely finish; refinement 
[^Adults won't love the rear seat; Ikea fans may need a bigger boot; S3 feels heavy-footed 


The Pick: The 1.8 TFSI front-driver delivers the best mix of grunt, gear, and value 


1.4 TFSI Attract' CoD $47,600 

L4T 

1.4 110 ' 

250 

$7 

1380 8.9 

4.9 

95 56 

F 

1.8 TFSI Ambition 

$52,200 

L4T 

1.8 132 

250 

$7 

1430 7.8 

5.8 

95 55 

F 

1.8 TFSI quattro 

$55,200 

L4T 

1.8 132 

280 

S6 

1540 7.6 

6.6 

95 55 08/14 

A 

2.0 TDI Ambition 

$52,200 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

340 

S6 

1480 8.8 

4.7 

D 55 08/14 

F 

S3 

$70,110 

L4T 

2.0 210 

380 

S6 

1620 5.5 

7.1 

98 57 01/15 

A 


rA4 

1 

Solid, smart, updated 



□ 


0 Quattro-only for 2.0-litre models, with lower entry price for new Ambition variants 
[x] S4 is now much cheaper, but still needs $7K Sports diff to make it really handle 


lair 



The Pick: 2.0 TFSI manual, riding on the smallest wheels, or either S4 with a Sports diff 


1.8 TFSI 

$55,500 

1^ 

1.8 125 

320 

_C_ 

1470 8.3 

- 5.8 

95 55 

~ 

1.8 TFSI Avant 

$58,500 

' L4T 

1.8 125 

320 

C 

1530 8.4 ' 

6.0 

95 55 

F 

2.0 TDI Amb. quattro $59,900 

L4TD 

2.0 130 

380 

S7 

1595 7.9 

5.3 

D 55 

A 

2.0 TDI quattro Sline$67,800 

L4TD 

2.0 130 

380 

S7 

1595 7.9 

5.3 

D 55 

A 

2.0 TFSI Amb qtr. 

$57,100 

L4T 

2.0 165” 

350 

M6 

1530 5.9 

- 6.6 

95 55 09/10 

A 

^.OTFSI Amb qtr. 

$59,900 

LAI 

2.0 165 

350 

S7 

1570 6.1 

14.3 6.7 

95 55 12/14 

A 

;,OTFSIAm,.qtr.Av. $6^,900 

L4T 

2.0 165 

BSO 

ST 

1610 6.5 

69 

95 SS 

A 

2.0 TFSI S-Line Qtr. 

$65,000 

L4T 

3.0 165 

3SO 

M6 

1530 5.9 


95 S5 09/10 

A 





















NEW 


/ ARRIVALS V 

New models ) 
\ for the month J 
\ highlighted /. 




Showroom 



Price 

type 

Eng 

size 

Power Torque 

Trans. 

Kerb 

weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

cons. 

RON 


tested 

Drive 

2.0 TFSI S-Lineqtr. 

$67,800 

L4T 


165 350 

_S7 

1570 

6.4 

- 

6.7 

I 5 

"55" 


A 

2.0 TFSI S-Ln.qtr. Av$70,800 

L4T 

2.0 

165 350 

S7 

1610 

6.5 


6.9 

95 

55 


A 

S4 

$104,610 

V6S 

3.0 

245 440 

S7 

1705 

4.8 

13.0 

8.1 

98 

53 

06/14 

A 

S4 Avant 

$108,110 

V6S 

3.0 

245 440 

S7 

1750 

5.1 

- 

8.4 

98 

52 


A 

RS4Avant 

$151,010 

V8 

4.2 

331 430 

S7 

1795 

4.7 

- 

10.7 

98 

58 


A 


2.0 TDI quattro 


A4 Allroad 


Allroad stands tall, goes small 
0 Terrific drivetrain with even more torque and economy for 2015; finish; ride height 
! lEI Sharpiy raked taii reduces iuggage space; iacks the A6 Aiiroad's air suspension 
• The Pick: Urn, the A4 Aiiroad. Probabiy not in biack. Be brave and choose a coiour! 

2.0 140 400 S7 1730 7.8 


2.0TFSI Sport q'ttro 
2.0TFSI Sport q cab' 
2.0TFSIS-Line 
2.0TFSIS-Line 
2.0TFSIS-Line q'ttro 
2.0TFSI S-Lineq cab' 




Eng 

Eng 




Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuel 


Resale 

issue 


Price 

type 

size 

Power 

Torque 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

$77,950 

L4T 

2.0 

169 

370 

S6 

1335 

5.3 

- 

6.4 

95 

62 

04/15 

A 

$81,500 

L4T 

2.0 

169 

370 

S6 

1410 

5.3 

- 

6.4 

95 

62 


A 

$78,450 

L4T 

2.0 

169 

370 

M6 

1230 

6.0 

- 

5.9 

95 

62 


F 

$82,450 

L4T 

2.0 

'169' 

'370 

S6 ' 

1260 

5.9 

- 

’ 6.3 

95 

*62 


F 

$85,450 

L4T 

. 2.0 

169 

370 

S6 

1335 

5.5 

13.8 

6.4 

95 

62 

06/15 

A 

'$89,000 

L4T 

2.0 

169 

370 

S6 

1410 

5.3 

- 

6.4 

95 

62 


A 



$70,500 L4TD 


A5 Sportback 


5.6 D 56 07/15 A 


Ageing R8 still a supermodel 

0 Supremely driveable supercar that still looks a million bucks; brilliant dual-clutch ’box 
(HlSteering requires plenty of lock to turn in ; lacks 911’s feedback and Gallardo’s dartiness 
The Pick: The VI 0 Plus: lighter, louder and sharper, yet still liveable 


Four-door coupe with five seats 


1.8TFSI 
2.0 TDI 

2.0 TDI quattro 
2.0 TFSI quattro 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

3.0 TDI quattro 
3.0 TFSI quattro 
S5 


1 (E) Liftback versatility, with still-great styling; slick cabin; slick engines; lusty and lively S5 

1 Not the last word in steering feedback, or ride finesse, but getting there 
• The Pick: Manual 2.0 TFSI quattro is a sleeper. Supercharged S5 is a stonker 

$67,810 

L4T 

1.8 

125 

320 

C 

1525 

8.4 - 

5.9 

95 

55 

F 

$69,310 

L4TD 

‘ 2.0 

130* 

380 

C 

1540 

7.9 ' - 

4.8 

"d ' 

'55 

F 

$75,910 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 

380 

S7 

1625 

7.9 - 

5.3 

D 

55 

A 

$75,010 

L4T 

2.0 

165 

350 

M6 

1570 

6.4 - 

6.6 

95 

55 

. A 

$76,910 

L4T 

2.0 

165 

350 

S7 

1615 

6.5 - 

6.7 

95 

55 

A 

$93,910 

'V6TD 

3.0 

180 

500 

' S7 

■ 1695 

■ 5.9 ' - 

5.7 

D 

55 

A 

$97,910 

V6S 

3.0 

200 

400 

57 

1715 

6.0 - 

8.1 

95 

55 

A 

$119,510 

V6S 

3.0 

'245 

440 

' sf 

* 1745 ' 

’5.1 ' - 

8.1 

' 98 

’54 

’ A ’ 


4.2 FSI quattro 

4.2 FSI quattro 

5.2 FSI quattro 

5.2 FSI Plus quattro 


$279,110 

V8 

4.2 316 

430 

M6 ^ 

1560 

4.6 - 

14.2 

98 

58 

A ■ 

$287,110 

V8 

4.2 316 

430 

S7 

1585 

4.3 - 

12.4 

98 

58 

A 

$366,510 

VI 0 

5.2 386 

530 

S7 

1645 

3.6 - 

13.1 

98 

58 

A 

$407,810 

V10 

5.2 404 

540 

S7 

1595 

3.5 - 

12.9 

98 

58 05/13 

A 


R8 Spyder 


Less roof, more exhaust noise! 

0 Takes the R8’s supercar sex appeal to a whole new level 

[SI Added 1 00kg and subtracted body rigidity affects dynamics (but only slightly) 

* The Pick: Decisions, decisions (that we can’t afford to make). Hard to resist the V10 


4.2 FSI quattro 

4.2 FSI quattro 

5.2 FSI quattro 


AS Coupe 


Fresh face, still beautiful 



13 Performance and economy from all engines; improved steering and suspension 

IZI Still not as entertaining as a 4 Series coupe, or as fluent as a C-Class coupe 

The Pick: Blown V6 at $100K, or the much-improved RS5, now a real contender 


1.8 TFSI 

$68,200 

L4T 

1.8 

125 320 

C 

1455 

8.2 

- 

5.8__ 

9^ 

55 


F 

2.0 TDI 

$69,700^ 

'l4TD 

2.0 

130 380 

' C 

1495 

' 7.8 

- 

4.7 

_D_ 

55 


F^ 

2.0 TDI quattro 

$76,300 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 380 

SI 

1575 

7.8 

- 

5.3 

D 

55 


A 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

$75,400 

'l4T 

'2.0 

165*350 

M6 

1510 

■ 6.5 

- 

6.8 

95 

55 


A 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

$77,300 

L4T 

2.0 

165 350 

S7 

1550 

6.4 

14.5 

6.8 

95 

55 

05/14 

’ A 

3.0 TDI quattro 

$94,300 

V6TD 

3.0 

180 500 

' S7 

1640 

5.8 

- 

5.7 

D * 

55 


A 

3.0 TFSI quattro 

$98,910 

V6S 

3.0 

200 400 

S7 

1650 

5.8 



8.1 

95 

55 


A 

S5 

$119,900 

V6S 

3.0 

245 440 

$7 

1675 

4.9 

- 

_^1 

98 

52 

08/12 

A 

RS5 

$157,510 

V8 

4.2 

331 430 

S7 

1715 

4.5 

- 

10.5 

98 

54 

'10/12 

A 


1 AS Cabriolet] 

Soft top for smooth roads 





1 

HiP 

13 Usual A5 class and style, mixed with excellent drivetrains and high-quality roof 

E Body lacks coupe’s rigidity and its suspension can deliver a choppy ride 

The Pick: Base 1.8 TFSI - the more powerful variants highlight its rigidity issues 


1.8 TFSI 

$80,700 

L4T 

1.8 

125 320 

C 

1655 

8.9 

- 

6.2 

95 

55 


F 

2.0 TDI 

$82,800 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 380 

C 

1680 

8.3 

- 

5.0 

D 

55 


F 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

$90,500 

L4T 

2.0 

165 350 

S7 

1735 

7.2 

- 

6.9 

95 

55 


A 

3.0 TDI quattro 

$107,200 

V6TD 

" 3.0 

180 loo 

^S7 ' 

' 1845 

6.3 

- 

5.9 ■ 

D ■ 

54 ‘ 


' A ' 

3.0 TFSI quattro 

$111,010 

V6S 

3.0 

200 400 

S7 

1850 

6.3 

- 

8.5 

95 

54 


A 

S5 

$129,510 

V6S 

3.0 

245 440 

57 

*1880 

5.4 

- 

8.5 

98 

^52“ 


'~A ‘ 

RS5 

$177,510 

V8 

4.2 

331 430 

57 

1920 

4.9 

- 

10.7 

98 

55 

01/14 

A 



1.4 TFSI 

2.0 TDI quattro 


2.0 TDI Sport q'ttro 
RS03 



$308,010 

V8 

4.2 316 

430 

M6 

1660 4.8 - 

14.4 98 

58 

A 

$315,510 

V8 

4.2 316 

430 

$7 

1685 4.5 - 

12.6 98 

58 

A 

$395,410 

VI 0 

5.2 386 

530 

S7 

1745 3.8 - 

13.3 98 

59 

A 

JQ3 

1 First in Q to challenge XI 

1 0 Excellent 2.0-litre fours; classy cabin; surprisingly agile dynamics; amusing base model 

1 [HJAWD variants are significantly heavier; lumpy ride; small rear doors; compact boot 

The Pick: Probably the base 110kW 1. 

4 turbo-petrol with its new-generation donk 


$42,900 

L4T 

1.4 110 

250 

S6 

1405 8.9 - 

5.9 95 

66 

F 

$47,900 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

340 

S7 

1605 9.3 - 

5.2 D 

67 

A 

0 $52,300 

L4T 

2.0 132 

320 

S7 

1540 7.6 - 

6.7 95 

67 

A 

$56,900 

L4TD ' 

2.0 T35’' 

380 

SI 

1625 ' 7.9 - 

5.4 D 

67 ' 

A 

$81,510 

L5T 

2.5 228 

420 

SI 

1655 5.2 - 

8.8 95 

63 04/14 

A 

a 05 

\ Style utility vehicle 

FI Class and quality with SUV space and versatility; punchy sixes; a genuine all-rounder 
. ESteering feels artificial; SOS’s ride is poor; 05 doesn’t like getting its skirts wet off-road 

The Pick: There’s a trend with Audis: 

cheapest, lightest 2.0-litre turbo petrol is the go 


$62,600 

L4TD 

2.0 130 

380 

57 

1770 9.6 17.1 

6.1 D 

66 08/15 

A 

$63,210 

L4T 

2.0 165 

350 

A8 

1755 7.4 15.4 

7.9 95 

66 04/12 

A 

$74,610 

V6S 

3.0 200 

400 

A8 

1840 5.9 - 

8.5 95 

66 

A 

$75,710 

V6TD 

3.0 180 

580 

57 

1860 6.5 - 

6.4 D 

66 

A 

$91,700 

V6TTD 

3.0 230 

650 

57 

1920 5.1 - 

6.8 D 

62 07/13 

A 

OZ 

1 Mothership QE7 finally seats seven 


3.0 TDI quattro 


Supple ride on optional air suspension; punchy and refined diesel; elegant interior 
[SI Storage up front is light-on; active safety still optional; single model range (for now) 
The Pick: The 3.0 TDI is a great engine, though we’d tick the box for air suspension 

$103,100 V6TD 3.0 200 600 A8 2060 6.5 - 5.9 D 10/15 




Finely crafted, improved value 



■ 0 Great cabin presentation; strong and efficient engines; thrusty bi- 
E E Base wagons deleted; steering still not its strong suit; front-driver 

turbo TDI, S6 and RS6 
is a dynamic dullard 


The Pick: Fiery RS6 is tempting but either of the quattro diesels fit the bil 

1 


1.8 TFSI 

$79,900 

L4T 1.8 

140 

320 S7 

1570 7.9 

5.7 

95 

48 06/15 

F 

3.0 TDI quattro 

$99,900 

■V6TD "3.0 

'160'' 

■500 S7~ 

■ 1765 ' 6.6 ' 

- '5.1 

D 

■ 47 ' 

"a” 

3.0 TDI Biturbo qttro $124,900 

V6TTD 3.0 

235 

650 A8 

1835 5.0 

6.1 

D 

47 06/15 

A 

S6 

$169,510 

' V8T 4.0 

331 

’550 S7 ‘ 

1895* 4.4 ' 

9.4 

95 

*48 06/15 

' A 

RS6 Avant 

$229,110 

V8TT 4.0 

412 

700 A8 

1935 3.9 

9.6 

95 

50 07/15 

A 



Bentley 


3yr/unlimited 

www.bentleymotors.com 


Continental G 


Enough grunt to go Continental drifting.. 


A6 goodness, elevated 

M Handsome; gorgeous cabin; lush ride quality; strong and silky turbo-diesel V6 
ISI Ride height blunts on-road dynamics; definitely not an off-roader; depreciation 
The Pick: Still expensive, despite price drop, but A6 Allroad is one of our favourite Audis 

3.0 TDI quattro $111,510 V6TD 3.0 160 500 $7 1890 7.3 ' - 5.6 D 48 07/15 A 



1 0 Successfully fights 2.3-tonne heft with 700Nm of continent-shifting grunt 

1 [Kl Suspension tries desperately hard to be dynamic, but it doesn’t quite win that one 

The Pick: Arguably the lighter, almost-as-swift V8 S over the monster W12 

$381,000 

V8TT 

4.0 373 

660 A8 

2320 4.8 

10.5 98 

63 02/13 A 

$405,600 

V8TT 

4.0 389 

680 A8 

2320 4.5 

10.6 98 

63 A 

$408,870 

W12TT 

6.0 423 

700 A8 

2333 4.6 

16.5 98 

63 07/11 A 

$461,300 

W12TT 

6.0 467 

820 A8 

2320 4.2 

14.5 ’98 

64 *09/14 A 


Continental GTC 


An open display of wealth 



3.0 TDI quattro 


1 0 Adds hatchback versatility, AS-rivalling space and rakish rear styling over an A6 
] ES7 is all about fast motorways, not tight mountain passes; sizeable premium over A6 
The Pick: Twin-turbo diesel delivers on torque and presence, and comes nicely loaded 


$115,400 V6TD 

3.0 

160 

500 S7 1825 

6.8 

5.2 

D 

52 

06/15 

A 

) 144,900 V6TTD‘ 

3.0 

235’ 

650 A8 ' 1895 

" 5.2 ' 

6.1 

D 

52 

06/15 

' A 

$179,510 V8T 

4.0 

331 

550 S7 1955 

4.6 

9.3 

95 

52 

06/15 

A 

$241,610 V8TT 

4.0 

412 

700 A8 1920 

3.5 

9.5 

98 

55 

07/15 

A 



pH E3 Pedestrian plebs can see the gorgeous cabin; top-down access to W12 decibels 
faSR [x] Doesn’t quite handle like a land yacht but the Continental does drink like a sailor 


" 

The Pick: Less than half the cost of a Phantom Drophead? We’ll take two 



GTC V8 

$419,100 

V8TT 

4.0 373 

660 A8 

2485 5.0 - 

10.9 98 62 

A 

GTC V8 S 

$446,000 

V8TT ’ 

4.0 389 

680 A8 

2485^ 4.7 - 

10.9 98 62 ' 

10/14 

A 

GTC W12 

$449,500 

W12TT 

6.0 423 

700 A8 

2505' 4.7 - 

14.9 98 63 ' 

07/12 

A 

GT Speed 

$507,400 

W12TT 

6.0 460 

800 A8 

2495 4.4 - 

14.9 98 64 

A 


Upper-crust urgency 


Refining first-class travel 



■ 0 Still one of the most beautiful luxury-sedan interiors; S8's astonishing thrust 

H [x] Brilliant new S-Class makes the A8/S8 feel dynamically uninvolving and a bit last-decade 


The Pick: Twin-turbo V8 diesel offers a seductive blend of quality, economy and grunt 


3.0 TDI quattro 

$194,610 V6TD 3.0 

190’ 

580 A8 ■ 

1880’ 5.9 - 

5.9 

D 

43 

07/14 

*A 

3.0 TDI quattro LWB $206,510 V6TD 3.0 

190 

580 A8 

1935 6.1 - 

6.0 

D 

43 


A 

4.2 TDI quattro 

$249,510 V8TTD 4.1 

283 

850 A8 

2040 4.7 - 

7.4 

D 

43 ' 

12/13 

A 

S8 

$280,610 V8TT 4.0 

382 

650 A8 

1990 4.i" - 

9.6 

98 

40 ■ 

12/13 

A 


0 Exquisite interior; jaw-dropping style, complete with muscle-car hips; high-speed calm 

1371 All that haft ahoarl nt tho fmnt avia lina hamnarc itc rhanrac nf hainn a Hriuar’c rar 


» The Pick: Doesn’t handle like a 7 Series can, but looks and feels a million buck: 

5 



$378,197 

V8TT 

4.0 373 

660 A8 

2350 

5.2 - 

10.9 98 

58 

A 

Mulliner 

$388,715 

V8TT 

4.0 373 

660 A8 

2350 

5.2 - 

10.9 98 

58 

A 


$423,160 

W12TT 

6.0 460 

800 A8 

2400 

4.6 - 

14.7 98 

58 

07/13 

A 

Mulliner 

$448,820 

W12TT 

0 

0 

800 A8 

2400 

4.6 - 

14.7 98 

59 

A 



TT take three, done better 

I El Engine flexibility; sweet six-speed manual; quattro's all-paw traction; that interior! 

IjH Limited engine range for start of third generation; steering light in basic mode 
The Pick: The manual Sport is tempting but the traction and pace of the quattro wins out 

_ . 62 04/iy F 

95 



Captain capitalism 


^ Fuses contemporary tech with old-world craftsmanship; stonking twin-turbo V8 
\E} Ride on optional 21s not quite in keeping with ultra-luxe vibe; weight and consumption 
Pick: This new-age Arnage or a Rolls-Royce Ghost? We prefer the hipster Renters 

$662,857 V8TT 6.8 377 1020 A8 2711 53 ^ 16.9 98 54 07/10 F 


$71,950 L4T 2.0 169 370 M6 1230 6.0 - 


5.9 


$74,950 L4T 2.0 169 370 S6 1260 5.9 - 


6.3 


62 
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BMW 


3yr/unlimited 

www.bmw.com.au 



118i 

118d 

120i 

125i 

M135i 


Price 

type 

Eng 

size 

Power Torque Trans. 

Kerb 0-100 

weight km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

cons. 

RON 


tested 

Drive 

1. 1 Series Hatch 

rrhe rear drive continues 






, 0 The last rear-drive hatch, and all the better for it; excellent engines and transmissions 

1 [x] Cabin quality and space can’t match Audi’s A3 ; barely a manual transmission to be seen 
The Pick: Punchy 125i is a good match for a Golf GTI, however the M135i is a cracker 

$36,900 

L4T 

1.6 

100 220 A8 

1320 8.7 



5.6 

95 

55 


R 

$40,300 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 320 A8 

1375 8.1 

- 

3.8 

D 

55 


R 

$41,900 

L4T 

1.6 

130 250 A8 

1320 7.2 

- 

5.7 

95 

63 


R 

$48,900 

L4T 

2.0 

160 310 A8 

1375 6.2 

- 

6.5 

95 

63 


R 

$62,510 

L6T 

3.0 

240 450 A8 

1430 4.9 

- 

7.5 

95 

59 


R 



220i 

220d 

228i 

M235i 


BMW rediscovers its taients 
Body control a vast improvement over 1 Series coupe; punchy engines; great handling 
[ElToo much equipment is optional - LSD, 19s and big brakes aren't standard on M235i 
• The Pick: M235i howls a delicious straight-six wail, and has the grunt to match 

2.0 135 270 A8 1365 7.0 - 6.0 95 56 06/14 R 


$51,000 L4T 


$53,000 L4TD 2.0 135 380 A8 1390 7.1 


4.4 D 57 



220i 

228i 

M235i 


218i 

218d 

225i 


$64,400 L4T 2.0 180 

350 A8 

1405 

5.7 - 6.3 95 

57 

R 

$79,540 L6T 3.0 240 450 A8 

1470 

5.0 13.1 7.6 95 

58 07/14 

R 


0 Loads prettier than the 1 Series convertible it replaces; superb drivetrains; slick roo' 
[ (^You'll never find one with a manual gearbox; M235i's stiff ride; sizeable weight gain 
The Pick: In this guise, it's all about self ie sticks and top-down shots so grab the 228i 

f 

$54,900 L4T 2.0 135 

270 A8 

1530 

7.6 - 6.4 95 

56 

R 

$68,900 L4T 2.0 180 

350 A8 

1555 

6.0 - 6.6 95 

57 

R 

$85,410 L6T 3.0 240 

450 A8 

1620 

5.0 - 7.9 95 

58 

R 


I in a muumuu 

El One of the more athletic front-drive hatches on sale; BMW cabin quality, fit and finish 
I lEl Late-to-the party B-Ciass rival doesn't feel like a BMW; packaging feels compromised 
• The Pick: Turbodiesel makes the most sense, but we're yet to sample the three-pot petrol 


$44,400 

L3T 

1.5 100 

220 

A6 

1360 

9.2 

5.2 

95 

56 

F 

$47,800 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

330 

A8 

1410 

8.9 

4.2 

D 

57 

10/14 

F 

$54,900 

L4T 

2.0 170 

350 

A8 

1430 

6.6 

6.1 

95 

59 

10/14 

F 


The Pick: While going full EV is commendable, the Range Extender is worth the extra coin 


$63,900 


125 250 A1 1195 7.2 


56 09/13 R 


Range Extender $69,900 L2H 


125 250 A1 131_5 7.9 0.6 95_ 56 01/15 R 

Getting there, but still not all 3 


316i 

0 Brilliant turbo fours and six; superb smooth-road handling ; MS's wonderful agility 
Base 316i keeps standard suspension which is floaty; remote standard steering 
• The Pick: 328i, now with extra gear and 19s, or the magnificent M3 


$53,800 

L4T 

1.6 

100 

220 

M6 

- 

9.2 

- 

6.2 

95 

52 


R 

316i 

$53,800 

L4T 

1.6 

100 

220 

A6 

1385 

9.2 

- 

5.9 

95 

53 


R 

320i 

$61,500 

L4T 

2.0 

135 

270 

A8 

1400 

7.3 

- 

6.3 

95 

56 


R 

318d Touring 

$63,900 

L4TD 

2.0 

105 

320 

A8 

1475 

9.2 

- 

4.7 

D 

54 


R 

320i Touring 

$64,900 

L4T 

2.0 

135' 

270 

A8 

1465 

7.5 

- 

5.6 

95 

54 

10/12 

R 

320d 

$63,800 

L4TD 

2.0 

135 

380 

A8 

1420 

7.5 

- 

4.6 

D 

57 

02/12 

R 

328i 

$70,400 

L4T 

2.0 

180 

350 

A8 

1430 

6.2 

14.3 

6.4 

95 

55 

12/14 

R 

328i Touring 

$73,800 

L4T 

2.0 

180 

350 

A8 

1520 

6.0 

- 

6.5 

95 

56 


R 

335i 

$93,040 

L6T 

3.0 

225 

400 

A8 

1510 

5.2 

13.4 

7.9 

95 

52 

09/12 

R 

ActiveHybrid 3 

$100,200 

L6TH 

3.0 

225 

400 

A8 

1655 

5.3 ^ 

- 

5.9 

95 

51 


R 

M3 

$139,900 

L6TT 

3.0 

317 

550 

M6 

1520 

4.3 

- 

8.8 

98 

56 


R 



How to use Viewa 


DOWNLOAD 
the free viewa 
app from the 
App Store or 
Google play 


HOLD 

your phone or tablet over 
the page that has the viewa 
logo and wait for your page 
to instantly load! — 


420i 

420d 

428i 

435i 

M4 

M4 



1 

13 

1 COTY-winning electric wunderkind 

1 


0 stunning design; instant torque delivers grunty performance; our reigning COTY winner 
03 Only seats four, with a similarly compact boot; road noise; entry price 


$139,900 L6TT 


4 Series Coupe 


3.0 317 550 S7 15^ 4.1 - 

tH'wo-door 3 becomes 4 


8.3 98 56 08/14 R 



0 Wide stance and adaptive dampers make 4 Series a proper driver's car - especially M4! 
[x]Electric steering doesn’t feei fluent in Sport mode; styling has lost some elegance 
< The Pick: The excellent 428i is the sweet spot, but the firecracker M4 is dynamic genius 

$69,500 

L4T 

2.0 135 ' 

270 

A8 ' 

1465 7.3 

6.3 

95 

51 

R 

$72,300 

L4TD 

2.0 135 

380 

A8 

1465 7.3 

4.6 

D 

53 

R 

$80,500 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1470 5.8 

14.1 6.4 

95 

54 05/14 

R 

$108,140 

L6T 

3.0 225 

400 

A8 

1525 5.1 

7.4 

95 

53 09/13 

R 

$149,900 

L6TT 

3.0 317 

550 

M6 

1497 4.3 

8.8 

98 

52 11/14 

R 

$149,900 

L6TT 

3.0 317 

550 

S7 

1537 5.0 

13.0 8.3 

98 

52 09/14 

R 


E] Liftback practicality; slick drivetrains; frameless doors; Audi A5-smashing dynamics 
[H] Neither coupe-ish enough to be cool, or elegant enough to be beautiful 
The Pick: At just $500 more than the two-door, a 4281 Gran Coupe kinda makes sense... 


420i 

$70,000 

L4T 

2.0 135 

270 

A8 

1480 

7.6 

6.1 

95 

50 

R 

420d 

$72,300 

L4TD 

2.0 135 

380 

A8 

1510 

7.5 

4.6 

D 

51 

R 

428i 

$81,000 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1580 

6.0 

6.4 

95 

52 08/14 

R 

435i 

$108,140 

L6T 

3.0 225 

400 

A8 

1575 

5.2 

7.6 

95 

50 08/14 

R 


^1 4 Series Conv 

r Inherits coupe's dynamism 


2 0 Elegant rear deck enhances styling; as quiet as the coupe; velvety petrol drivetrains 
1 [^Much heavier than the coupe, to the detriment of performance; small rear seat 



^ The Pick: 428i has everything most people could ever need, except for the 435i's six-pc 

)t 

420d 

$89,300 

L4TD 

2.0 135 

380 

A8 

1690 

8.2 

4.8 

D 

51 

R 

428i 

$98,000 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1700 

6.4 

6.7 

95 

52 

R 

435i 

$126,240 

L6T 

3.0 225 

400 

A8 

1750 

5.5 

7.7 

95 

51 03/14 

R 

M4 Convertible 

$161,900 

L6TT 

3.0 317 

550 

M6 

1750 

4.6 - 

9.1 

98 

52 

R 

M4 Convertible 

$161,900 

L6TT 

3.0 317 

550 

S7 

1790 

4.4 - 

8.7 

98 

52 11/14 

R 



3 Series GT 


he 3 crosses over 
0 Riding on a 3 Series platform, but with a higher driving position and a stack more space 
[Sit’s not what you’d call classically good looking, though at least it isn’t an SUV 
The Pick: The top-spec 328i - it’s much faster, yet bareiy any thirstier than the 320i 


$67,000 

L4T 

2.0 135 

270 A8 

7.9 - 

6.2 

95 

60 

R 

$69,300 

L4TD 

2.0 135 

380 A8 

7.9 - 

4.9 

D 

63 

R 

$75,900 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 A8 

6.1 - 

6.5 

95 

61 09/13 

R 

1Z4 

1 Now with added maturity 

1 0 Looks good in the metal; folding hard-top offers security; keen standard chassis 

1 ® A Boxster is comprehensively better than the top models, which are heavy and ride firmly 
« The Pick: Base turbo petrol with small wheels - the most pure and best-value Z4 

$79,900 

L4T 

2.0 135 

270 A8 

1395 6.9 - 

6.8 

95 

54 

R 

$89,900 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 A8 

1400 5.5 - 

6.8 

95 

54 02/12 

R 

$118,685 

"L6TT 

3.0 250 

450 S7 

1525 5.4 13.6 

■ 9.0 

95 

55 “ 10/12 

R 


Not the leader it once was 



y 0 Excellent drivetrains; nicely finished cabin; MS’s borderline-scary performance 


liLiStandard suspension offers a startling lack of composure; M5 too heavy and uninvolving 


The Pick: 528i a slick all-rounder; 550i is a jet, but not worth the extra over 535i/535d 


520i 

$79,900 

L4T 

2.0 135 

270 

A8 

1610 

8.0 

- 

6.7 

95 

58 

R 

520d 

$82,400 

L4TD 

2.0 140 

400 

A8 

1625 

8.1 

- 

5.2 

D 

61 

R 

520d Touring 

$90,900 

L4TD 

2.0 140 

400 

A8 

1715 

8.3 

- 

5.3 

D 

61 

R 

528i 

$97,400 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1620 

7.3 

15.4 

6.5 

95 

59 08/12 

R 

535i 

$116,540 

L6T 

3.0 225 

400 

A8 

1700 

6.1 

14.3 

7.6 

95 

56 08/10 

R 

535i Touring 

$122,540 

LOT 

“ 3.0 " 225 ' 

400 

■a8 ' 

"l770 ' 

' 5.9 ■ 


'7.9 

■98 

■55 ■ 

'r 

ActiveHybrid 5 

$120,400 

L6TH 

3.0 210 

450 

A8 

1925 

5.9 

- 

6.4 

98 

52 11/12 

R 

535d 

$121,900 

L6TTD 

3.0 230 

630 

A8 

1725 

5.5 

- 

6.1 

D 

55 05/11 

R 

550i 

$159,900 

V8TT 

4.4 330 

650 

A8 

1830 

4.6 

- 

- 

95 

51 

R 

M5 

$229,540 

V8TT ^ 

4.4 423 

680 

S7 

1870 

4.4 

122 

9.9 

98 

49 JO/14 

R 



520d 

530d 

535i 



Badged 5, based on 7 
PI Typically outstanding BMW drivetrains; spacious, flexible and comfortable interior 
[S Love it or hate it styling; feels big and cumbersome around town 
The Pick: 535i offers Club Class rear legroom for $1 K over sedan, but doesn’t drive as well 

$93,900 L4TD 2.0 135 380 A8 1875 8.9 - 5.3 D 61 R 

$108,900 L6TD 3.0 190 560 A8 1940 6.2 - 5.8 D 56 ^ 

$117,540 L6T 3.0 225 400 A8 1940 6.3 - 8.2 95 56 R 

Swings with drivers 

El 640i boasts one of the world’s greatest six-cylinder engines; improved styling 

[x] Not a car for driving enthusiasts, but the bigger boot will fit more drivers 

• The Pick: Turbo-six is so good it renders the twin-turbo V8 almost irrelevant 



$177,900 L6T 3.0 235 450 A8 1685 5.3 


7.4 95 52 


$231,900 V8TT 4.4 330 650 A8 1795 4.6 - 8.6 95 42 


$2 92,600 V8TT 4.4 441 700 S7 1850 3.9 - 9.9 98 46 R 

Six in drop-top form 

1 0 Shark-nosed presence, plush cabin, and superb engines to blow your toupee off 
\E\ Dull dynamics will disappoint drivers; zero rear legroom will disappoint passengers 
The Pick: More noise in upgraded V8, but peachy six now the default pick 

$193,900 L 6T 3.0 235 450 A8 1820 5.5 - 76 98 5^ W 

$247,900 V8TT 4.4 330 650 ''A8 1930 4.6 - 8.9 98 42 R 


$308,600 V8TT 4.4 441 700 S7 1980 4.0 - 10.3 95 46 R 

plus two doors 

0 Sexier than a 5 Series; better to drive than a 7 Series; can fit five (at a pinch) 

\E\ still not as dynamic as a BMW should be; poorly packaged rear seat 
The Pick: The six is lovely, but huge premium over a 535i makes it questionable value 

$184,900 L6T 3.0 235 450 A8 1750 5.4 ^ 75 98 55 ~ 
























-7 NEW 
/ ARRIVALS I 

[ New models 1 
\ for the month / 
\ highlighted y 

V 


Showroom 


640d 

650i 

M6 



Eng 

Eng 



Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 Fuel 


Resale Issue 


Price 

type 

size 

Power Torgue 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres cons. 

RON 

% tested 

Drive 

$184,900 

L6TTD 

To 

230 630 

A8 

1810 

5.4 

- 5.4 

~D~ 

52 

R 

$238,900 

V8TT 

4.4 

330 650 

A8 

1865 

4.6 

8.6 

98 

42 

R 

$299,600 

V8TT 

4.4 

412 680 

A8 

1875 

4.0 

9.9 

98 

46 

R 


Close, but no Presidential cigar 



Economy of 730d; awesome V12, palatial cabin and pneumatic suspension of 760Li 

El Dynamics not for drivers; resale scary for owners; ride too inconsistent for passengers 

The Pick: Too lacking in character to covet, but the 750i with every dynamic option works 

730d 

$206,200 L6TD 

3.0 

190 

560 

A6 

1840 6.1 

5.6 

D 48 02/10 

R 

740i 

$211,885 L6TT 

3.0 

235 

450 

A6 

1825 5.7 

7.9 

95 43 

R 

740Li 

$226,875 L6TT 

3.0 

235 

450 

A6 

1845 5.7 

7.9 

95 43 

R 

750i 

$282,540 V8TT 

4.4 

330 

650 

A6 

1945 5.2 

8.6 

95 41 

R 

750Li 

$299,240 V8TT 

4.4 

300 

600 

A6 

1960 5.3 

8.6 

95 40 

R 

760Li 

$390,785 V12TT 

6.0 

400 

750 

A8 

2175 4.6 

13.4 

95 44 

R 

ActiveHybrid 7 

$223,100 L6TT 

3.0 

235 

450 

A8 

1970 5.7 

6.8 

95 42 

R 

ActiveHybrid 7L 

$238,100 L6TT 

3.0 

235 

450 

A8 

1995 5.7 

6.8 

95 42 

R 



Hybrid performance hero 

m Head-turning styling; scissor doors; throaty three-cyiinder sound; potent performance 
Twice the price of an M4; undignified entry and egress; purists wiii shit-can the three-pot 
The Pick: if you're in iT, is there any other choice? 


sDrivelSd 
sDriveZOi 
xDrive 20d 
xDrive 28i 

il 


$299,000 LOTH 

" 1.5 

266 570 A6 ’ 1485 ' 4.4 ' - 

2.1 ■ 

95 36 11/14 

A 

ESHT^ 

Favours driving over packaging 



0 Brilliant steering and handling; car-like driving position ; great for people without kid 
EIToo small for families; average ride comfort; gutsy 23d no longer availble 

The Pick: Excellent N20 turbo-petrol fours, especially the rapid xDrive28i 

Is 

$46,300 L4TD 

2.0 

105^ 

320 A8 1495 9.9 - 

5.0 

D 60 

R 

$48,300 L4T 

2.0 

135 

270 A8 1510 7.7 - 

6.7 

95 60 

R 

$56,900 L4TD 

2.0 

135 

380 A8 1575 8.1 - 

5.5 

D 61 

A 

$59,900 L4T 

2.0 

180 

350 A8 1595 6.5 - 

7.3 

95 61 06/11 

A 


Exorcises the sins of the original 



pM Superb optional vario-ratio steering and sharp dynamics; 28i and 30d are fast, yet thrifty 
El Styling as bland as the standard cabin is basic; milkshake ride with standard dampers 
The Pick: The 30d torque-monster. Or, more likely, a Discovery Sport or Audi 05 

xDrive 20i 

$61,100 

L4T 

2.0 

135 270 

A8 1720 8.5 

16.2 7.5 

95 

61 08/15 A 

xDrive 20d 

$64,700 

L4TD 

2.0 

140 400 

A8 1725 8.1 

5.2 

D 

62 

A 

xDrive 28i 

$73,010 

L4T 

2.0 

180 350 

A8 1740 6.7 

7.5 

95 

61 

A 

xDrive 30d 

$77,700 

L6TD 

3.0 

190 560 

A8 1800 6.2 

6.0 

D 

61 

A 



X6's prettier baby sister 


0 Less bulk than gross X6 makes X4 a more socially acceptable coupe-SUV thingy 
^ Deserves the 180kW turbo-four; cheaper X3 more practical; 4 Series coupe is sexier 
' • The Pick: Probably the 30d, seeing it weighs the same as the 35i but is much more frugal 

$69,900 

L4T 

2.0 

135 270 A8 1735 8.1 

7.2 

95 

65 

A 

$73,700 

L4TD 

2.0 

140 400 A8 1745 8.0 

5.2 

D 

65 

A 

$84,200 

L6TD 

3.0 

190 560 S8 1820 5.8 

5.9 

D 

65 

A 

$87,900 

L6T 

3.0 

225 400 58 1815 5.5 

8.3 

95 

64 

09/14 A 


Mum's SUV goes large 



El Huge cabin with room for seven; excellent drivetrains and handling; mega M50d 

El Clearly styled for Americans; dead steering; third row seats unconvincing; feels heavy 
• The Pick: That’ll be the xDrive30d with its smoother, punchier, more economical diesel six 

sDrive 25d 

$84,200 L4TD 2.0 168 450 A8 

1995 8.2 - '5.8 D ’ 63 '06/14 

R 

xDrive 25d 

$89,200 L4TD 2.0 168 450 A8 

2040 8.2 - 6 D 63 

A 

xDrive 30d 

$100,900 L6TD 3.0 190 560 A8 

2070 6.5 14.7 6.2 ' D *63' 01/15 

' A 

xDrive 35i 

$107,510 L6T 3.0 225 400 A8 

2030 6.5 - 8.5 95 63 

A 

xDrive 40d 

$115,900 L6TD' 3.0 230 630 A8 

2110 5.9 - 6.2 ' D 63 

A 

xDrive 50i 

$134,510 V8TT 4.4 330 650 A8 

2175 5.0 - 10.5 95 63 

A 

M50d 

$148,400 L6TTTD3.0 280 740 A8 

2190 5.3 - 6.7 D 63 

A 

M 

$185,510 V8TT 4.4 423 750 A8 

2275 4.2 - 11.1 95 61 06/15 

A 


Decently executed, shame about the idea 



0 Staggering on-road ability; muscular engines; slightly less repulsive than the old on 
El Big, heavy and dubious in concept; agitated ride of M50d; hideous steering 
• The Pick: If you really have to, the beaut-sounding 50i with an M Performance bodykit 

e 

xDrive 30d 

$115,400 L6TD 3.0 190 560 A8 

2065 6.7 - 6.0 D 62 

~A~ 

xDrive 35i 

$120,310 L6T 3.0 225 400 A8 

6.4 - 8.6 95 

A 

xDrive 40d 

$128,400 L6TD 3.0 230 630 A8 

5.8 - 6.3 D 

A 

xDrive 50i 

$151,210 V8TT 4.4 330 650 A8 

2170 4.8 - 9.7 98 62 

A 

M50d 

$157,900 L6TTTD 3.0 280 740 A8 

2185 5.2 - 6.6 D 62 

A 

M 

$194,310 V8TT 4.4 423 750 A8 

2265 4.2 - 11.1 95 59 06/15 

A 



Caterham 


2yr/5 0,0 00km 
www.caterhamcars.com.au 


The thrill of simplicity 

^ Ridiculously fast and fun ; unassisted steering a joy at speed; smokes GT3s at track days 
@Quaiity and reiiabiiity doubts; unforgiving ride; no ABS; heavy steering; tight cabin 
The Pick: CSR175 is Oz’s quickest new ’car’ under $100K. If it’s not raining, that is 


$68,990 L4 


1.6 100 160 M5 590 - 


6.2 95 65 


$91,990 L4 2.0 127 177 M6 625 5.0 - 7.7 95 64 07/15 R 


$116,990 L4 


2.0 127 206 M6 600 3.9 


7.7 95 64 



Chery 


3yr/100, 000km 
WWW. chery motors .com . au 


Not a guality choice 


[ZI A surprisingly decent-looking small hatch for light-hatch money; six airbags standai 
ElFrankly, the J3 is not cheap enough given its poor build quality and thirsty engine 
- The Pick: None. A Honda Jazz is roomier, identically priced and leagues better 

■d 

$14,990* L4 1.6 93 160 M5 

1350 

8.3 91 

52 

F 

$16,990* L4 1.6 93 160 C 

1350 

8.7 91 

52 

F 



Mid-sized SUV for small-hatch money 
0 Metal for money equation; drive-away pricing; iooks a bit iike an oid Toyota RAV4 
\E\ Looks a bit iike an oid Toyota RAV4; performs iike 4WDs from 20 years ago 
- The Pick: Bzzzt, again. Smart money buys a second-hand Subaru Forester or Outback 

$19,990* L4 1.6 93 160 M5 1343 - - 7.4 91 48 

$21,990* L4 1.6 93 160 C 1375 - - 8.6 91 48 



Chrysler 


3yr/100,000km 

www.chrysler.com.au 


c 

C Luxury 
SRT Core 
SRT 


Bold Yank with extra bling 

j| E Styling presence; tight chassis; siick instruments; cranking sound system; SRT's grunt 

^ El Firm ride on 20s without adaptive dampers; interior not cohesive; 300C deserves a V8 
The Pick: Costly as it is, the range-topping SRT with adaptive dampers is the best 300 

$49,000 V6 3.6 210 340 A8 1838 - - 9.4 91 R ' 


$54,000 V6 3.6 210 340 A8 1862 - 


9.7 91 


$59,00 0 V8 _6.4 350 63^ A 8 1 946 
I $69,000 i V8 6.4 350 637 " A8 " 1965 ' - 


Grand Voyager 


. 13.0 98 


A big box that moves 



^ IZI All you’ll probably ever want in an MPV: seven-seat space, practical features and torque 
? El Average dynamics; bland image; sluggish performance; doesn’t feel iike $58-78K worth 


The Pick: Fake your disappearance before surfacing in Spain as a farmhand called Pancho 

2.8 CRD LX 

$57,500 L4TD 2.8 120 

360 A6 

2100 12.8 - 8.4 

D 55 F 

2.8 CRD Limited 

$77,500 L4TD 2.8 120 

360 A6 

2100 12.8 - 8.4 

D 55 F 


Citroen 



6yr/unlimited 

www.citroen.com.au 


Citroen finds form 


0 Brilliantly anti-retro styiing ; peppy turbo four; exceiient handiing ; impressive ride quaiity 
ISn Recent price rise, although it does get more gear; road noise; 1.2 turbo auto not here yet 
The Pick: DSport is the oniy choice, but why not a hot DS3 with the Pug 208 GTi’s engine? 


$33,990 L4T 


DS3 Cabriolet 


1.6 121 240 M6 1140 

Rooflessly French 


7.5 


5.6 95 52 06/15 F 


R1 Fold-back roof retains the DS3’s cooi iines and retracts at up to 120km/h 
El When foided back the roof biocks the driver’s rear vision 
The Pick: Unless you’re utterly obsessed with seeing sky, stick with the DSport hatch 


$36,590 L4T 


5.6 95 52 06/15 F 



1.6 121 240 _M6 

French vanilla 

1^ Perky three-pot turbo; elegant and well-equipped interior; decent ride and handiing 
El No manuai gearbox; biand hatchback shape; we'd prefer a Pug 308 or Goif for this money 
The Pick: Freshened C4 is appeaiing, particuiariy the prissy Exciusive, but a 308 is better 

$29,990~ l3T 1.2 ~96~ 230 A6 1240 ~10.^ - ~4.9~ 95 ~ ~ 

$33,990 L3T 1.2 96 230 A6 1240 10.9 - 5.1 95 10/15 F 

Raised to be a hot-hatch 

ES Lifts C4’s presence and ride height; turbo-petroi fours are strong engines 
^Steering and handling aren’t to DS3 (or Goif) standards; awaiting a much-needed faceiift 
The Pick: The DSport. Or for the sensible, a VW Golf GTI 



$34,990 

L4T 

1.6 120 

240 A6 

1284 8.6 - 7.7 95 

62 

F 

$37,990 

L4TD 

2.0 120 

340 A6 

1300 12.4 17.8 5.7 D 

60 

F 

$37,490 

L4T 

1.6 120 

240 A6 

7.7 95 

60 

F 

$39,490 

L4T 

1.6 147 

275 M6 

1316 8.5 15.8 6.4 95 

60 10/12 

F 

$40,490 

L4TD 

2.0 120 

340 A6 

5.7 D 

58 

F 

C5 

1 Not as impressive as it looks 

1 0 Looks terrific; stylish cabin; superb wafting comfort on smooth roads 

1 El Doesn’t cope well with sharp-edged imperfections at low speed; odd electric steering 

The Pick: Cheaper pricing means C5 now rivals top-spec Japanese mid-sizers 

$46,690 

L4TD 

2.0 120 

340 A6 

1658 10.0 - 7.1 D 

43 

F 

n $48,690 

L4TD 

2.0 120 

340 A6 

1695 10.2 - 7.1 D 

45 

F 



Eccentricity returns! 

El Looks fantastic in the metai; high-quaiity cabin with rich ieather and cooi instruments 
ElCoupe-hatch styiing affects rear headroom, and boot space isn’t great either 
The Pick: We'd wait untii the DS-branded version arrives next year 
$51,990 L4TD 2.0 120 340 A6 - ^ ^ 63 5 5^ T 

Part hatch, part SUV, MPV genes 
0 Quirky styie; functionai and elegant interior; impressive fuei efficiency; fine dynamics 
EjFairiy pricey for what is effectiveiy a spacious hatchback; wiii peopie get it? 

The Pick: See below if you want a kid carrier, though this five-seater has Tardis-iike room 
$40,990 [?f 1.6 121 240 A6 1310 9.3 ^ 5.6 95 44 04/15 F 
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CITROEN - HOLDEN 






Grand C4 Picassd 


Pregnant supermodel 
^ Head-turning style; space-age cabin; cracker diesel; sharp dynamics; six-year warranty 
(SI Essentially a five-plus two - back row only for adults under 180cm; seven-up boot space 
“ The Pick: This stunning new-generation Citroen MPV over any of the turg id alte rnatives 

$44,990 L4TD " 2.0 110 370 ’a6'i440 9.6 ~ 16.9 4.5 D 44 07/15 F 


Dodge 


3yr/100, 000km 
WWW. do dge .com.au 


Journey 


Cross-bred MPV/SUV 
0 Cabin offers seven seats, lots of clever storage; punchy, throaty new Pentastar V6 
(HI Poor quality of cabin plastics and finish ; non-existent dynamics 
The Pick: Attractive on-paper; much less so on the road. Buy a Ford Territory 


$33,500 

V6 

3.6 206 342 

A6 

1942 - 

- 

10.4 

91 

56 

F 

$37,500 

V6 

3.6 206 342 

A6 

1942 - 

- 

10.4 

91 

57 

F 


Ferrari 

3yr/unlimited i 
www.ferrariworld.com 

California T 

|=^urbo charger 



Speciale 



Speciale Aperta 


4.5 419 540 S7 1430 3.4 - 11.8 98 61_ R 

4.5 445 540 S7 1445 ' 3.0 - 11.8 98 61 'OM R 

All-four for all seasons 
i 0 612 replacement offers a superb combination of speed, balance and comfort 
I IS] A face only a Hyundai designer could love; tail-out heroics toned down 

The Pick: Drivers will pick this smaller four-seat GT over a same-price Mulsanne or Ghost 



$625,000 V12 6.3 486 683 S7 1880 3.7 


15.4 95 53 06/11 A 


French clean-out 


CITROEN’S range has thinned 
out in recent months as the local 
importer awaits fresh metal. 

Like the C4 Aircross SUV, the C3 
hatch is taking a holiday until the 
next-gen model arrives around 
2017, while the refreshed C4 hatch 
now does without a manual ’box. 
Citroen has also discontinued 
some slow sellers in its line-up, 
including the DS5 petrol. 


Sister brand Peugeot (which has 
the same local distributor) has 
also thinned its model range, 
ditching the 5008 MPV among 
other model variants. 

Importer Sime Darby says these 
moves are all about preparing its 
French brands for a fresh blast of 
new metal, which began with the 
new-generation Peugeot 308 that 
was a finalist in last year’s COTY. 









It's Robbo's favourite car 

0 New-age Ferrari flagship integrates tech and old-school emotion, with free servicing! 

13 We’re being picky but the steering wheel is too fussy; Ferrari isn’t doing long-term loans 
The Pick: F12 trounced Lamborghini’s Aventador in our exclusive comparo 

$690,745 V12 6.3 545 690 S7 1630 3.1 - 14.9 95 45 12/14 R 


Fiat 


3yr/100,000km 

www.fiat.com.au 


0 More exciting, more engaging, more Ferrari ; first Ferrari turbo is a ripper 
^ (HI Roofless cruising carries a weight penalty; not as sharp as other Ferraris 

The Pick: One model fits all, now delivers what a Ferrari GT should 

$409,888 V8T 3.9 415 755 S7 1730 3.6 - 13.1 98 66 0^14 R 

^ A technological masterpiece 
0 Epic noise and dynamics set the current-day supercar standard 
iHl Purists will lament the absence of an open-gate manual ; McLaren 650S ultimately quicker 
The Pick: Toss a coin between this and a McLaren. Heads buys the Ferrari 

$526,950 V8 4.5 425 540 S7 1525 3.4 ^ 13.3 98 60 J2/11 ~ 

$550,000 V8 4.5 445 540 S7 1395 3.0 - 11.8 98 60 ' 'r 

Italia with a shaved scalp 

0 Less tin on top allows more Italian horses into the cabin 

(HI Gouge-tastic cost of equipment that should be standard, like the $7K reversing camera! 
The Pick: Spider is insanely good, but there’s even greater driving purity in the stiffer Italia 



nsoo 


Evergreen 500 still a cutey 






1 0 Updated 

with new TFT screen ; all non-Abarth prices are drive-away ; S 

1 Hriwinn nncitinn- ‘Riiolnnio’ rnhnticarl ’hnv ic onnollinn /.ohin 

model’s verve 


Pop 

^ The Pick: Feisty 500 S six-speed manual for its combination of sports and comfort 

$17,000* L4 1.2 51 102 M5 905 14.1 19.2 5.1 95 52 06/15 

F 

Pop 

$18,500* 

L4 

1.2 51 

102 

S5 

940 

12.9 - 

5.0 

95 

52 

F 

S 

$20,000* 

L4 

1.4 74 

131 

^M6 

970 

10.5 - 

6.1 

95 

51 10/14 

F 

S 

$21,500* 

L4 

1.4 74 

131 

_$5_ 

980 

10.5 - 

5.8 

95 

51 

F 

Lounge 

$23,000* 

L2T 

0.9 63 

145 

S5 

980 

11.0 ■ - 

3.9 

98 

50 

F 

Abarth Turismo 

$34,000 

L4T 

1.4 118 

230 

M5 

1035 

7.4 - 

5.4 

98 

55 

F 

Abarth Turismo 

$34,000 

L4T 

1.4 118 

230 

S5 

1070 

7.6 - 

5.3 

98 

55 

F 

Abarth Competizione$37,000 

L4T 

1.4 118 

230 

M5 

1035 

7.4 - 

5.4 

98 

55 10/14 

F 

Abarth Competizione$39,500 

L4T 

1.4 118 ' 

230 

■ S5 

1070 

7.6 - 

5.3 

98 

54 

F 



The lid peels off this one 


Pop 

S 

Lounge 

Abarth Compet. 
Abarth Compet. 


0 Essentially a 500 with a massive (easy to use) sunroof, but well-priced for a cabriolet 
[3 Paying nearly $4000 to put the 500’s roof down, and the body flex when you do 
The Pick: The new Sport model, which is now cheaper than the base Cabrio used to be 

$21,000 L4 L2 ^_',102 S6 945 12.9 - 5.0 95 51 T~ 

$24,000 L4 T.4 74 'l31 $5 1010 10.5 - 5.8 95 53 F 


$25,500 L2T 0.9 63 145 S5 970 


1.0 - 


3.9 98 52 


Pop 

Easy 

Easy 

Lounge 

Trekking 


$39,000 L4T 1.4 118 230 M5 1085 7.4 - 5.4 98 54 F_ 

$41,000 L4T 1.4 118 230 $5 1085 7.6 - 5.3 98 54 F 

An Italian favourite 

0 Interesting and individual design; fun to drive; perky 1.2 Fire and charming 1.3 diesel 
r^Too expensive for what it is; choppy ride; frustrating Dualogic gearbox; Twin Air’s vibes 
The Pick: At $16,500 driveaway, the base Pop has its appeal. But we like the Trekking too 

$16,500 lT 1.2 51 102 M5 950 14.2 - 5.2 91 55~ T~ 

$19,000 L2T ' 0.9 63 145 'm5 985 


1.2 - 


4.2 95 54 12/13 F 


$20,500 

$22,500 


L2T 

L2T 


0.9 63 145 
' 0.9 63 145 


S5 985 
’S5 990 


L5 - 
1.5 - 


4 ^ 

4.1 


95 54 
95 54 



Pop 

Pop 

Easy 

Lounge 


$24,000 L4TD 1.3 55 190 M5 1040 13.2 - 4.2 D 54 F 

Old, but has its charm 

0 Comfortable, roomy, torquey, economical, customisable; Pop manual is a fine city car 
0Crappo Dualogic ’box; base Pop gets old Punto dash; where’s the 99kW 1.4 Multiair? 

* The Pick: Pop manual is a likeable, old-school, pizza-delivery kind of city runabout 

$15,900 L4 1.4 57 115 M5 1024 13.2 - 5.7 91 49 12/13 F 

$17,400 L4 1.4 57 115 S5 1039 13.2 - 5.4 91 47 ^F 


$19,300 L4 1.4 57 '115 S5 1050 13.2 


5.4 91 47 


$21,800 L4 ^ 1.4 57 115 S5 1050 13.2 - 



Fiat's first SUV (sort of...) 



0 Chrysler know-how means parent company Fiat gets to have its own MPV/SUV 
[^Brilliant value, but needs to be considering its Dodge Journey DNA 

The Pick: The base model version with its standard features is great value for money 

$28,000 

L4 

2.4 125 

220 

A6 

1874 

- 

9.8 91 

51 

F 

$30,000 

L4 

2.4 125 

220 

A6 

1874 

- 

9.8 91 

50” 

F 

$33,000 

L4 

■ 2.4 125“ 

220 

"a6" 

1874 ' 

” - 

9.8 91 

“49 

“ F 

$33,000 

L4TD 

2.0 125 

350 

M6 

1874 

11.0 - 

6.3 D 

49 

F 

$37,500 

V6 

3.6 206 

342 

A6 

1820 

- 

10.4 91 

57 

F 


Ford 


3yr/100.000km 

www.ford.com.au 


1 

Fiesta 

1 The driver's light hatch 


0 Superb handling - especially ST; great steering; new dual-clutch is a gem; ST is a legend 
0 Lacks the space and versatility of Jazz, and the cabin class of just about every rival 


The Pick: Rorty-sounding, brilliant-handling ST is sensational 

- both for ability and value 

Ambiente 

$15,825 

L4 

1.5 82 

140 

M5 

- 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

68 

F 

Ambiente 

$17,825 

L4 

1.5 82 

140 

S6 

- 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

66 

F 

Trend 

$17,825 

L4 

1.5 82 

140 

M5 



~ 

5.8 

91 

66 

F 

Trend 

$19,790 

L4 

1.5 82 

140 

S6 

1128 

11.3 

18.1 

5.8 

91 

64 03/15 

F 

Sport 

$20,525 

L3T 

1.0 92 

170 

M5 

1127 

10.3 

17.3 

4.9 

91 

63 07/14 

F 

Sport 

$22,525 

L3T 

1.0 92 

170 

S6 

- 

- 

- 

5.3 

91 

63 

F 

ST 

$25,990 

L4T 

1.6 134 

240 

M6 

1197 

7.0 

14.9 

6.2 

95 

63 02/14 

F 


1 Focus 


New engines coming 









0 steering and handling excellence; roomy, strong body; torquey turbo-diesel; warbly ST 
0 Both atmo petrols lack torque; too heavy; Thai-built car inferior to 2012 German version 
The Pick: Dual-clutch Trend with 2.0-litre GDI four is respectable value 


Ambiente hatch 
Ambiente hatch 


$20,290 L4 
$22,590 L4 


1.6 92 159 M5 1311 
1.6 92 159 S6 1339 


6.2 95 54 02/12 F 

6.6 95 54 F 


140 wheelsmag.com.au 



























NEW 


f ARRIVALS \ 

New models f 
\ for the month / 
\ highlighted / 


Showroom 



Price 

type 

sSe 

Power Torque 

Trans. 

Kerb 

weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

cons. RON 

Resale Issue 
% tested Drive 

Ambiente sedan 

$20,290 

L4 

1.6 

92 

159 

M5 

1311 

- 

- 

6.2 95 

54 

F 

Ambiente sedan 

$22,590 

L4 

1.6 

92 

159 

S6 

1339 

- 

- 

6.6 95 

54 

F 

Trend hatch 

$22,290 

L4 

2.0 

125 

202 

M5 

1348 

8.3 

/6.3 

7.2 95 

55 

12/13 F 

Trend hatch 

$24,490 

L4 

2.0 

125 

202 

S6 

1382 

- 

- 

6.6 95 

55 

F 

Trend TDCi hatch 

$28,090 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

S6 

1495 

- 

- 

5.5 D 

53 

F 

Trend sedan 

$24,590 

L4 

2.0 

125 

202 

S6 

1382 

- 

- 

6.6 95 

54 

02/12 F 

Trend TDCi sedan 

$28,090 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

^340 

S6 

1501_ 

- 

- 

5.5 D 

53 

F 

Sport hatch 

$25,890 

L4 

2.0 

125 ' 

‘202 

M5 ' 

1368 

- 

- 

7.2 95 

54 

02/12 ' F 

Sport hatch 

$28,190 

L4 

2.0 

125 

202 

S6 

1401 

- 

- 

6.6 95 

53 

F 

Sport TDCi hatch 

$31,690 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

S6 

1515 

- 

- 

5.5 D 

53 

F 

Titanium hatch 

$32,990 

L4 

2.0 

125 ’ 

202 

S6 ’ 

1435 

' 8.9 

16.5 

6.6 '95 

54 ’ 

12/11 F 

Titanium TDCi hatch $36,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

S6 

1537 

8.8 

16.5 

5.5 D 

54 

10/11 F 

Titanium sedan 

$32,990 

L4 

2.0 

125 

202 

S6 

1436 

- 

- 

6.6 95 

54 

F 

Titanium TDCi sedan $36,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

S6 

1543 

- 

- 

5.5 D 

54 

F_ 

ST 

$38,990 

' L4T 

2.0 

184 

'360 

'M6' 

1389 

6.5 

- 

7.3 ' 98' 

’ 55 ' 

’ 07 / 15 ’ ' F 


Dynamic and comfort benchmark 



(ZI Superb c 
[x]Top-spe( 

:hassis; vast and quiet interior; plush seats; sweet petrols; diesel frugality; value 
; Titanium interior not special enough ; cabin plastics below VW levels; weight 
i/lid-level Trend delivers easily the finest combination of dynamism and comfort 


The Pick:! 

Ambiente hatch 

$33,190 

L4 

__2^0 

1 ^ 

345 

A6 

1605_ 

- 

- 

8.2_ 

95 

47 

06/15 

F 

Ambiente wagon 

$35,040 

L4 

’ 2.0 

149 

345 

' A6 ’ 

1649' 

- 

- 

8.5 

95 ' 

47 


^F 

Ambiente TDCi hatch$37,190 

L4TD 

2.0 

132 

400 

S6 

1659 

8.6 

- 

5.1 

D 

46 


F 

Ambiente TDCi wag 

$39,040 

L4TD 

2.0 

132 

400 

S6 

1703 

8.7 

- 

5.3 

D 

46 

06/15 

F 

Trend hatch 

$37,290 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

345 

A6 

1629 

7.9 

- 

8.2 

95 

46 

06/15 

_F 

Trend TDCi hatch 

$40,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

132 

400 

S6 

1683 

8.6 

- 

5.1 

D 

46 


F 

Trend TDCi wagon 

$42,340 

L4TD 

2.0 

132 

400 

S6 

1713 

8.7 

- 

5.3 

D 

46 


F 

Titanium hatch 

$44,290 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

345 

A6 

1690 

7.9 

- 

8.5 

95 

46 


F _ 

Titanium TDCi hatch $47,490 

■L4TD 

2.0 

132 

400 

S6 

1744 

8.6 

- 

5.1 

D 

46 


F 

Titanium TDCi wgn 

$49,340 

L4TD 

2.0 

132 

400 

S6 

1782 

9.1 

16.6 

5.3 

D 

47 

07/15 

F 


1 Falcon 


New threads and tech for ageing sedan 




Ecoboost 

EcoLPi 

G6E 

G6E Ecoboost 
G6E EcoLPi 
G6E Turbo 
XR6 
XR6 

XR6 EcoLPi 
XR6 Turbo 
XR6 Turbo 
XR8 
XR8 




1 Polished ride and handling; quickturbosix; punchy turbo four; standard sat-nav 

1 1 £| Dated cabin ; compromised driving position ; new XR8's very firm ride 

1 The Pick: Regular XR6 has long been the best Falcon, though possibly a G6E Ecoboos 

t 

$36,400 

L6 

4.0 

’ 195 ' 391 

A6~ 

1710 - 

- 

9.0 

91 

42 


R 

$36,400 

141 

2.0 

179 353 

A6 

1648 6.5 

14.5 

j.0_ 

91 

42 


R 

$38,900 

L6 

4.0 

198" 409 

A6 

1757 - 

- 

11.7 

L 

44 


R 

$40,110 

L6 

4.0 

195 391 

A6 

1756 7.3 

15.3 

9.5 

91 

51 


R 

$40,110 

L4T“ ' 

2.0 

179*353 

A6 

1706 6.8 ’ 

14.8 

8.7 

91 

’51 ’ 

02/15 

R 

$42,610 

L6 

4.0 

198 409 

A6 

1798 - 

- 

12.6 

L 

52 


R 

$47,050 

L6T 

4.0 

270 533 

A6 

1789 5.1 

13.3 

11.7 

95 

52 


R 

$36,090 

L6 

4.0 

195 391 

M6 

1728 - 

- 

11.1 

91 

63 


R 

$38,290 

L6 

4.0 

195 391 

A6 

1749 7.2 

15.2 

9.5 

91 

55 


R 

$40,790 

L6 

4.0 

198 409 

A6 

1780^ 

- 

12.6 

L 

57 


R 

$43,490 

L6T 

4.0 

270 533 

M6 

1769 - 

- 

12.0 

95 

63 


R 

$45,690 

l6T 

4.0 

270 533 

A6 

1779 5.2 

13.4 

11.7 

95 

55 


R 

$53,490 

V8S 

5.0 

335 570 

M6 

1858 - 

- 

13.6 

95 

63 


R 

$55,690 

V8S 

5.0 

335 570 

A6 

186f 5.2 

13.3 

13.7 

95 

59 

0 I/I 5 

^ R 

j Falcon ute 

W Falcon gets uted, for the last time 





1 Same front end as sedan means accurate steering and decent turn-in ; muscular engines 

1 (El Leaf-sprung rear end lacks grip on broken surfaces, compromises chassis balance 

The Pick: Base model is a fine workhorse. Turbo six can overpower the chassis 

$29,790 

L6 

4.0 

195 391 

A6 

1611 - 


- 

91 

52 


R 

$32,290 

L6 

4.0 

198 409 

A6 

1678 - 



- 

- 

L 

52 


R 

$32,640 

L6 

4.0 

195 391 

A6 

1611 - 

- 



91 

57 


R 

$35,140 

L6 

4.0 

198 409 

A6 

1672 - 

- 

- 

L 

54 


R 

$39,810 

L6T 

4.0 

270 533 

A6 

1816 5.5 

13.6 


95 

59 

07/11 

R 


EcoSport 


Fiesta in a leotard 


Ambiente FWD 

Ambiente FWD 

Ambiente AWD 

Trend 

Trend 

Titanium 

Titanium 


1 Brilliant 1.0-litre turbo triple; impressive steering and handling; compact size 

; Fiesta DNA 

1 [SI Low-grade interior plastics; ugly spare wheel placement; gutless 

1.5-litre; average tyres 

The Pick: The 1.0-litre manual - smooth, characterful and effortless 

... unlike the atmo 1.5 

$20,790 L4 

1.5 

82 140 M5 1242 

13.3 - 6.5 

95 57 

F 

$22,790 L4 

1.5 

82 140 S6 1267 

14.1 - 6.5 

95 57 

F 

$22,290 L3 

1.0 

92 170 M5 1275 

12.7 ’ - 5.7 * 

’95 57 ' 

F 

$24,290 L4 

1.5 

82 140 S6 1276 

14.1 - 6.5 

95 57 

F 

$25,790 L3 

1.0 

92 170 M5 1280 

12.9 18.5 5.7 

95 56 

01/14 F 

$27,790 L4 

1.5 

82 'l40 S6 1289 

14.1 - 6.5 

95 55 

02/14 > 

I Kuga ■ 

Fresh engines bring renewed zing 


1 

1?) Upholds Ford’s great reputation for handling and steering; room; presence; value 

[x] No manual on AWD versions; average rear seat; not as frugal as some rivals 


The Pick: New 2.0 turbo petrol is a winner and makes it one of the better performing SUVs 

$27,490 L4T 

1.5 

110 240 M6 1558 

6.3 

95 59^ 

F 

$28,990 L4T 

1.5 

134*240 A6 ' 1595 

- ‘ 7.2 

95 ' 58*" 

F 

$31,490 L4T 

1.5 

134 240 A6 1667 

7.4 

95 58 

A 

$36,490 L4T 

2.0 

178*345 A6 1700 

- ‘ - 8.8 

95 ’ 58 

A 

$38,490 L4TD 

2.0 

132 400 S6 1749 

5.5 

D 58 

A 

$44,990 L4T 

2.0 

178 345 A6 1732 

8.8 

95 57 

A 

$47,990 L4TD 

2.0 

134 400 56 1782 

5.6 

D 57 

A 



Ranger-based SUV chases Prado 
0 On- and off-road ride and comfort; cabin refinement; clever use of tech 
ESI No steering reach adjustment; centre seat headroom; separate-chassis antiquity 
The Pick: Titanium too exxy and Ambiente skinnily equipped, so best stick with the Trend 

$54,990 _L5TD _ 3.2 143 470 _ A6 237 0 - 8.5 _ D A _ 

$60,990 L5TD 3.2 143 "470 A6 ' 2407 - - 8.5 D A 


TXRWD 
TXRWDTDCi 
TXAWDTDCi 
TSRWD 
TSRWDTDCi 
TSAWDTDCi 
Titanium RWD 
Titanium RWDTDCi 
Titanium AWD TDCi 



1 $76,990 ■ 

|L5TD 

3.2 143 

470 A6 

2495 - 

8.5 D 

09/15 

A 



Great design is timeless 




■ ES Diesel economy; petrol punch; slick Titanium variant makes the most of its fresh styling 
EZ1TDV6 is an old engine; electric steering lacks feel; hard, unappealing cabin plastics 

The Pick: Pragmatic TX is a family-car bargain, but suave Titanium is the most alluring 

$37,490 

L6 

LD 

0 

391 A6 

1967 - 

10.2 91 

54 06/11 

R 

$40,740 

V6TD 

2.7 140 

440 A6 

2021 - 

8.2 D 

54 

R 

$45,740 

V6TD 

2.7 140 

440 A6 

2107 - 

8.8 D 

54 

A 

$42,240 

L6 

4.0 195 

391 A6 

2011 - 

10.5 91 

56 

R 

$45,490 

V6TD 

2.7 140 

440 A6 

2072 - 

8.2 D 

55 12/11 

R 

$50,490 

V6TD 

2.7 140 

440 A6 

2144 - 

9.0 D 

55 02/15 

'a 

$48,490 

_L6 ^ 

4.0 195 

391 A6 

2047 - 

10.5 91 

55 10/11 

R 

$51,741 

V6TD 

2.7 140 

440 A6 

2109 - 

8.2 D 

55 

R 

$56,740 

V6TD 

2.7 140 

440 A6 

2167 10.0 17.1 

9.0 D 

55 09/15 

A 



117 n 3yr/100, 000km 

Cjr©3it lA/jolll www.greatwallmotors.com.au 


Pricing wall smashed 



0 Great pricing for 

a mid-sized SUV; torquey turbo-diesel tries to shift all that weight... 

[EJ- but acceleration could be measured with an 

egg timer; refinement well below par 

The Pick: The diesel manual. 

Or just about any second-hand Japanese SUV 

$23,990* 

L4 

2.4 100 

200 M5 

1805 

10.3 95 

45 A 

$27,990* 

L4TD 

2.0 105 

310 M6 

1890 

7.6 D 

45 A 

$29,990* 

L4TD 

2.0 105 

310 A5 

1890 

9.2 D 

44 A 


Holden 


3yr/100, 000km 
www.holden.com.au 


Barina Spark 


Cute, but clueless 




0 Cute styling will appeal to young women ; frugal 1 .2 ; ESC and six airbags standard 
' [31 Neither a hot performer or a great handler; plasticky interior; oversized headlights 

The Pick: A three-cylinder Nissan Micra is miles better, as is a regular Barina 

$12,890 

u 

1.2 59 

107 

M5 

967 

12.4 18.7 5.6 

91 

62 04/11 

F 

$15,090 

L4 

1.2 63 

113 

A4 

981 

- 

91 

60 

F 

1 Barina 

Styled by an Aussie 

1 Keen pricing, with alloys and cruise control standard; sharp styling; decent handling 

^ [31 Wheezy Family One engine; short-geared manual; unsettled ride; RS auto calibration 

The Pick: Much-improved over the last model, but Barina remains an also-ran, not a leader 

$15,390 

L4 

1.6 85 

155 

M5 

1193 

11.1 17.8 6.8 

91 

58 11/11 

F 

$17,590 

L4 

1.6 85 

155 

’A6 

1249 ' 

12.4 18.6 7.3 

91 

58 03/15 

F 

$15,890 

L4 

1.6 85 

155 

M5 

1208 

- 

91 

58 

F 

$18,090 

U 

1.6 85 

155 

_A6_ 

1223 

13.1 18.9 9.5 

91 

58 10/14 


$20,090 

L4 

1.6 85 

155 

A6 

1220 

- - - 

91 

57 

F 

$20,590 

L4 

1.6 85 

155 

A6 

1235 

- 

91 

56 

F 

$21,390 

L4T 

1.4 103* 

200 

M6 

1249 

6.5 

91 

56 01/14 

F 

$23,590 

L4T 

1.4 103 

200 

A6 

1275 

6.5 

91 

54 01/14 

F 

Cruze 


Built (mostly) by Aussies, mate 




1 Simplified range for 2015; excellent handling of SRi and SRi-V models; impressive 
^ refinement; well-damped ride; value for money; decent boot; roomier than most rivals 
[x] Harsh 1.8 petrol needs euthanising; cheap cabin; weight and thirst; ungainly new front 
^ The Pick: SRi manual or auto - both are good value and feature winning dynamics 

$19,890 

L4 

1.8 104 

176 

M5 

1380 

7.0 

91 

54 

F 

$22,090 

L4 

1.8 104 

176 

A6 

1402 

7.4 

91 

53 

F _ 

$19,890 

L4 

1.8 104 

176 

M5 

1391 

7.0 

91 

54 

F _ 

$22,090 

L4 

1.8 104 

176 

W 

1415 

7.4 

91 

53 

F 

$24,840 

L4 

1.8 104 

176 

A6 

1409 

7.0 

91 

54 

F 

$23,140 

L4T 

1.6 132 ‘ 

230 

M6 

1450 

7.4 

91 

55 

F 

$25,340 

L4T 

1.6 132 

230 

A6 

1479 

7.9 

91 

54 

F 

$23,140 

L4T 

1.6 132 

230 

M6 

1460 

7.4 

91 

55 

F 

$25,340 

147 

1.6 132' 

230 

A6 

1488 

7.9 

91 

54 

F 

$27,140 

L4T 

1.6 132 

230 

M6 

1465 

7.4 

91 

53 

F 

$29,340 

L4T 

1.6 132 

230 

A6 

1493 

7.9 

91 

53 

F 

$27,140 

L4T 

1.6 132‘ 

230 

M6 

1474 

8.3 ■ 15.8 7.4 

91 

53 11/14 

F 

$29,240 

L4T 

1.6 132 

230 

A6 

1503 

8.6 16.2 7.9 

91 

53 

F 

$24,090 

L4 

1.8 104 

176 

A6 

- 

7.4 

91 

54 

F 

$26,840 

L4 

1.8 104 

176 

'A6 

- 

7.4 

91 

52' 

F 

[Astra 

1 It's baaaaaaack (again) 


[3 Way cooler than a Cruze; cheaper and faster than its Opel-badged predecessor 

it’s not a brand new model; ageing interior; ditsy auto calibration; no reversing camera 
The Pick: VXR is a weapon that will give Golf GTI and Megane RS plenty to think about 


_L4T J.6 147 280 M6 1485 
L4T 1.6 125 '260 A6 - 


6.9 95 53 

6.9 95 53' 


@ |]l#@wheels£iustrali£i 141 















GTC Sport 
GTC Sport 
VXR 



Eng 

Eng 


Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 Fuel 


Resale 

Issue 


Price 

type 

size 

Power Torgue 

Trans, weight 

km/h 

metres cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

$29,990 

L4T 

1.6 

147 280 

M6 1498 

- 

6.9 

95 

52 

07/15 

F 

$32,190 

L4T 

1.6 

125 260 

A6 - 

- 

6.9 

95 

52 

07/15 

F 

$39,990 

L4T 

2.0 

206 400 

M6 1543 

6.0 

8.0 

95 

51 

07/15 

F 



Better than expected 
0 Surprisingly pleasant ride and handling, good seats, big boot, sweet petrol drivetrain 
lEl Diesel a bit gruff, weight hampers performance and economy, horrible auto tip-shift 
The Pick: All are decent value on paper, b ut we’d drive a hard bargain . Or save for a Mazda 6 



CD 

$28,890 

L4 

' 2.4 

123 

225 

A6 1583 10.2 

- ’ 8.0 

'91 

’50 

F 

CD 

$32,890 

L4TD 

2.0 

117 

350 

A6 1659 9.9 

6.4 

91 

50 

08/13 

F 

CDX 

$32,790 

L4 

2.4 

123 

225 

A6 1610 9.2 

16.6 8.0 

91 

50 

08/13 

F 

CDX 

$36,790 

L4TD 

' 2.0 

117 

350 

A6 1684 9.9 

6.5 

’ 91 " 

49 

F 


Europe's answer to the Commodore 





LT 

LT 

LT 

LTZ 

LTZ 


Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size Power 

Torgue Trans. 

Kerbht 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

RON 

Resale 

% 

Issue 

tested Drive 

1 Captiva 5 | 

Compact price, not-so-compact size 



E Attractive Euro styling ; decent smooth-road handling ; reasonably roomy; cheap pricing 
(SJFour-pot petrol and diesel are both noisy; dated cabin; choppy ride; lifeless steering 

The Pick: Captiva is cheap (literally), but also old and underdone. Choose a CX-5 or Kuga 

$26,490 

L4 

2.4 123 

230 M6 

- 


- 

8.8 

91 

53 

F 

$28,190 

L4 

2.4 123 

230 A6 

- 

- 

- 

8.8 

91 

52 

F 

$32,690 

L4TD 

2.2 135 ' 

400 'a6 


- 


8.2 

D 

52 

A 

$31,690 

L4 

2.4 123 

230 AS 

- 

- 

- 

8.8 

91 

52 

F 

$35,690 

L4TD 

2.2 135 

400 A6 

- 

- 

- 

8.2 

D 

52 

A 


All-paw traction; great front seats; decent grunt once it gets going; digital instruments 
IS Expensive up against V8 Commodores; grunt dialled down to protect the auto 'box 
The Pick: A Commodore Redline would be a better bet, though Insignia has rarity on its side 

$51,990 V6T 2.8 239 435 A6 - 6.3 - 10.9 95 49 A 

Space, polish, panache 

Benchmark ride/handling/steering; cabin space and class; Redline scores shift paddles 
IS Evoke still looks like an austerity model; wagons don’t get sedan’s aluminium bootlid 
The Pick: SS-V manual sedan, or the cracking Redline, or the brilliant-value Calais 



Captiva 7 


. Nip-tucked and even more affordable 


LS 

LS 

LT 

LT 

LTZ 

LTZ 


E Lots of metal for the money; nine years old but decent to look at; seven seats standard 
[El Commodore-derived 3.0 V6 is thrashy; can’t match a Territory for dynamics or comfort 

The Pick: LT diesel is affordable, torquey and well-equipped, but Captiva is way past it 

$30,490 

L4 

2.4 123 

230 A6 

- 

9.1 

91 

60 , 

05/11 F _ 

$33,490 

L4TD 

2.2 135 

400 A6 

- 

7.6 

D 

60 

A 

$36,490 

V6 

3.0 190 

288 A6 

- 

10.1 

91 

59 

A 

$37,490 

L4TD 

2.2 135 

400 A6 

- 

8.5 

D 

59 

A 

$40,490 

V6 

3.0 190 

288 A6 

- 

10.1 

91 

59 

A 

$41,490 

L4TD 

2.2 135 

400 A6 

- 

8.5 

D 

59 

A 


Seven-seat grand-daddy space master 


Evoke 

$35,490 

V6 

3.0 

185 

290 

A6 

1622 8.1 

15.9 

8.3 


51 07/13 

R 

E Better value than 

almost identical blood brother, the Isuzu MU-X 


Evoke LPG 

$37,990 

'V6 

3.6 

' 18 O 

320 

A6 

1704 - 

- 

11.5 

1 

51 

R 

[£|Not as cohesive and polished as the slightly smaller Captiva 7, and doesn't drive as well 

Evoke Sportwagon 

$37,490 

V6 

3.0^ 

185 

'290 

^A6 

1717 - 

- 

8.6 

91 ' 

53 

' R 

The Pick: If you're space-chasing, the entry level LT has all you need in terms of kit 

Evoke S'wgn LPG 

$39,990 

V6 

3.6 

180 

320 

A6 

1800 - 

- 

11.8 

L 

53 

R 

LT $47,490 

L4TD 

2.8 147 

500 A6 

2170 9.2 D 

60 A 

SV6 

$36,790 

V6 

3.6 

210 

350 

M6 

1688 - 

~ ' 

9.0 

91 

61 

R 

LTZ $50,990 

L4TD 

2.8 147 

500 A6 

2205 9.2 D 

60 A 


SV6 Sportwagon 

SS 

SS 


$4a990 V6__16 210 350 ^^1776 6,9J5,093 9157 04/14 R 


$42,990 V8 
$45,190 V8 


6.0 270 530 
“ 6.0 260 517 


1 729 - 
1744 


60 

'55 07/13 



HSV 


3yr/100,000km 

www.hsv.com.au 


SSV 

$46,490 

'V8 

6.0 

270 530 

M6' 

' 1745 ' 

- 

- 

11.5 

91 ' 

61 

' R 


1 Gen-F 

1 Australia's Next Top Model 

SSV 

$48,690 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 

1754 

- 

- 

11.5 

91 

56 

R 


E Superb drivetrains, especially ballistic GTS; much-improved agility and interiors 
[Rvalue imoroved. still expensive for a Commodore, but cheao comoared to Euros 


SSV Redline 

$521490 

V8 

' 6.0 

216 530 

' M6' 

’ 1766 

- 

- 

11.8 

91 

65 

09/13 

' R 



SSV Redline 

$54,690 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 

1780 

5.7 

13.8 

11.8 

91 

60 

01/15 

R 


The Pick: Either the Clubsport R8 or the bahnstorming GTS .., 

. with either transmission 


SS V Sportwagon 

$50,190 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 

1849 



Z . 

11.7 _ 

91 

57 

R 

Clubsport 

$61,990 

V8 

6.2 325 

550 

M6 

1755 

- 

- 

12.6 

98 

66 



SS V Redline S'wgn 

$56,690 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 

1851 

- 

- 

11.8 

91 

61 

R 

Clubsport 

$64,490 

V8 

6.2 325 

550 

A6 

1773 



12.9 

98 

60 


R 

Calais 

$40,790 

V6 

3.6 

210 350 

A6 

1702 



15.1 

9.0 

91 

50 

02/15 

R 

Clubsport R8 

$73,290 

V8 

6.2 340 

570 

’M6 

1764 

5.0 

' 13.2 

12.6' 

' 98 

68' 

'07/13 

R 

Calais Sportwagon 

$42,790 

V6 

3.6 

210 350 

A6 

1798 



- 

9.3 

91 

50 

R 

Clubsport R8 

$75,590 

V8 

6.2 340 

570 

A6 

1782 

- 

- 

12.9 

98 

63 


R 

Calais V 

$47,990 

V6 

3.6 

210 350 

A6 

1730 

- 

- 

9.0 

91 

51 

R 

Clubsport R8 Tourer $76,490 

V8 

6.2 340, 

570 

A6 _ 

1852 


"T 

12.9 _ 

98 

63 


R ^ 

Calais V 

$53,990 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 

' 1778 

5.6 " 

14.1 

11.7 

91 ' 

51 

07/13 

^ R 

Senator Signature 

$83,990 

V8 

6.2 340 

570 

M6 

1795 

— , 


12.6 

98 

63 


R 

Calais V Sportwagon $49,990 

V6 

3.6 

210 350 

A6 

1808 



2 

9.3 

91 

51 

R 

Senator Signature 

$83,990 

V8 

6.2 340 

570 

A6 

1813 



12.9 

98 

_60_ 


R 

Calais V Sportwagon $55,990 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 

1866 

- 

- 

11.7 

91 

51 

07/13 

R 

GTS 

$94,490 

V8S 

6.2 430 

740 

M6 

1881 

4.7 

12.8 

- 

98 

61 

09/13 

R 


1 VF ute 

■ 

Australia's sports coupe 







GTS 

$96,990 

V8S 

6.2 430 

740 

A6 

1899 

4.5 

12.6 

18.5 

98 

57 

10/14 

R 


EJ For what purports to be a commercial vehicle, the way it drives is exceptional 
ISTradies are turning towards cab-chassis utes, not this true-blue, truly talented steed 
The Pick: Anything with an ’S’ at the front - all of them are sports cars with massive boots 


$33,490 

V6 

3.6 

210 350 

A6 1656 - 

9.0 

91 

57 


R 

$33,490 

V6 

3.6 

210 350 

M6 1680 - 

' 9.0 

91 ' 

72 

07/13" 

_R 

$35,690 

'V6 

3.6 

'210 '350 

■ A6 'I 68 I - ' - 

■ 9.0 ■ 

91 

62 


R 

$39,490 

V8 

6.0 

270 530 

_M6 1720 - 

11.5 

91 

66 


R 

$41,690 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

' 1733 ’ - ' - 

11.5 ' 

91 

*58' 


r“ 

$42,990 

V8 

6.0 

270 530 

M6 1736 - 

11.5 

91 

67 

07/13 

R 

$45,190 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 1749 - 

11.5 

91 

59 


R 

$48,990 

V8 

6.0 

270 530 

M6 1739 - 

11.8 

91 

65 


R 

$51,190 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 1753 - 

11.8 

91 

57 


R 

1 WN Caprice g 

Same outside, fresh inside 






E Tough elegance; great new interior; V8 brawn and burble; incredible value for money 
[HI Badge snobs won’t like it; measure your garage before buying this 5.2-metre behemoth 
The Pick: Refreshed Caprice V is a terrific sports-luxury limousine 

$59,490 

V6 

3.6 

180 320 

A6 “1816 - 

9.3 

91 

43 


R 

$60,490 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 1851 - 

11.7 

91 

43 


R 



J-he Stealth Gen-F 
0 Gen-F Grange scores full-fat 340kW V8, top-spec interior and lastest MRC suspension 
[^Misses out on the aluminium bonnet/bootlid of VF-based sedans; looks unchanged 
The Pick: Australia’s take on an AMG S-class is a much-altered car beneath its familiar skin 


$85,990 V8 6.2 340 570 A6 1838 


12.9 98 49 


Volt 

1 Going, going... 

1 

Jazz 



Worthwhile electric (and petrol) range; admirable efficiency; superb ride and refinement 
[SI Expensive; interior not $60K worth; economy figure not great when driven on petrol 
The Pick: Jump in quick; Holden has confirmed the Volt is on the way out down under 

$59,990 T4H 1.4 Ilf '370 A1 1721 9.2 IK? 1.2 91 ’43"l07l2 F 

Drop-top Astra, sans grunt 

0 Connected steering and capable chassis; well-equipped; spacious; handsome 
[SI Weight hurts agility; performance and economy; cabin design far from cutting edge 
The Pick: An Astra, although Cascada is fresh metal in a class where fashion rules 


$41,990 L4T 



j^6 125 260 A6 1744 9.9 

Trax marks the spot 


7.5 95 51 07/15 F 


E Neatly packaged and styled; steering and handling; excellent auto; valuator money 

E Hemmed-in rear seat; daggy-looking LS; 1.8’s raucous manners; LTZ’s awful vinyl trim 
The Pick: Considering its vastly superior engine, the LTZ 1.4T, hopefully with a discount 

$23,990 L4 1.8 103’ 175 M5 1356 - - 7.0 9l'52lO/T3 F 

$26,190 L4 

1.8 

103 

175 A6 1371 

- 

7.6 

91 51 


F 

$28,490 L4 

1.8 

103 

175 A6 1371 

11.4 

18.0 7.6 

91 51 

01/14 

F 

$29,990 L4T 

1.4 

103' 

200 ' A6 ' 1421 

9.3 

16.7 6.9 

91 50 ■ 

05/15 

F 



i Maloo 


Business up front, party out back 

— 


E Sleeker styling and extensive hardware upgrades make this one very premium ute 
EHard tonneau cover still looks bulky, despite attempts to trim it down 

The Pick: There’s no mistaking this bad boy for an SS, but is it worth the extra $20K? 

$58,990 

V8 

6.2 325 

550 

M6 

1753 

12.6 98 

68 

R 

$61,490 

V8 

6.2 325 

550 

A6 

1761 

12.9 98 

62 

R 

$69,990 

V8 

6.2 340 

570 

M6 

1787 

12.6 98 

68 

R 

$72,490 

V8 

6.2 340 

570 

A6 

1795 

12.9 98 

63 

R 


Honda 


3yr/100, 000km 
www.honda.com.au 


Lower price, greater class 
F7t Ripper entry price for all-new Jazz; polished interior; superb packaging flexibility 
[gl Messy styling; vague steering; numb handling; value dissipates at the top end 
The Pick: Either the entry-level VTi or possibly the neatly equipped VTi-S CVT 


$14,990 U 1.5 88 145 M5 1048 - 


6.2 91 66 


$16,990 L4 1.5 88 145 C 1053 10.2 17.3 5.8 91 66 03/15 F 


$19,790 L4 1.5 88 145 C 1095 


5.8 91 64 


5.8 91 63 10/14 F 


$22,490 L4 1.5 88 145 C 1130 - 

Booted Jazz, re-booted 

0 Riding on an all-new platform, new-gen City is far from the putrid drive we expected 
IS] Not pretty, but it's better in the flesh; VTi-L's wheels introduce some ride harshness 
The Pick: VTi manual if you have to, though the CVT ain't too bad if you don't like cars 
$15,990 [4 1.5 88 145 M5 1082 - ^ 5.8 91 64 

$17,990 L4 1.5 88 145 C 1103 10.7 17.7 5.7 91 63 10/14 F 

$21,390 L4 1.5 88 "145 'C 1107 - - 5.7 91 6f 08/14 F 

The more things change ... 

E Price and equipment; keen 1.8- and 2.0-litre fours; competent handling 
^Same-again styling; ordinary refinement; average steering and ride; depressingly dated 
- The Pick: Easily outclassed by Golf or Mazda 3. Please make the next one good Honda! 


Tt I Civic sedan 


Vi 

VTi 


$18,490 L4 1.8 103 174 M5 1210 - 


6.8 91 64 


$20,490 L4 1.8 103 174 M5 1210 - 


6.8 91 64 05/12 F 


142 ' wheeismag.com.au 

























NEW 
ARRIVALS 

New models 
for the month j 
highlighted 


Showroom 


VTi 

VTi-L 

Sport 


VTi-S 

VTi-S 

VTi-L 

VTi-L Navigation 


Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size 

Power Torgue 

Trans. 

Kerb 0-100 

weight km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

RON 

Resale 

% 

Issue 

tested 

Drive 

$22,490 

L4 

~ 1.8 

103 

174 

A5’ 

1222 - 


6.7 ~ 

~¥r 


05/12 

~F 

$23,990 

L4 

J.8 

103^ 

174 

A5 

1245 - 


6.7 

91 

61 

08/12 

F 

$30,990 

L4 

2.0 

114 ' 

188 

A5 

1290 - 

- 

7.5 

91 

61 ^ 

05/12 

F 

1 Civic hatch 

■ The Pommy Civic 







Makeover brings dynamics upgrade; clever seating; impressive drivetrains 
lEI Messy dash arrangement; range-wide price rises make rivals more attractive 

The Pick: DTi-S manual, though Focus, Mazda 3 and Golf are all superior 

$22,150 

L4 

J.8 

104 

174 

M5 

1265 - 

- 

6.4 

91_ 

61 


F 

$24,450 

L4 

1.8 

104 

174 

A5 

1302 8.8 

16.5 

6.6 

91 

61 

12/12 

F 

$26,990 

L4 

1.8 

104 

174 

A5 

1318 - 

- 

6.6 

91 

59 


F 

$31,090 

L4 

1.8 

104 

174 

A5 

1325 - 

- 

6.6 

91 

60 


F 


The car that can (sort of) steer itself 


IZI Quite stylish for an Accord Seppo; very refined; slick Hybrid's improved chassis balance 
[S) A car for those who begrudgingly drive; dated five-speed autos; as boring as a white wall 


The Pick: A Hybrid if you have the dough. 

Or some porcelain veneers in Bangkok 


VTi 

$31,490 

L4 

2.4 

129 

225 

A5 

1510 - 

- 

7.9 

91 

53 07/13 

' F 

VTi-S 

$33,490 

L4 

2.4 

12^ 

225 

_A5 

1530 - 

- 

7.9 

91 

54 

_F 

VTi-L 

$41,490 

L4 

2.4 

129 

225 

A5 

1572 9.0 

16.5 

8.1 

91 

53 08/13 

F 

V6L 

$51,990 

V6 

3.5 

206 

339 

A6 

1667 - 

- 

9.2 

91 

57 07/13 

F 

Sport Hybrid 

$58,990 

L4H 

2.0 

146 

307 

C 

1642 - 

~ 

4.6 

91 

52 

F 


Best Honda currently on sale 



0 Coupe-esque Styling; generous equipment; 'magic seat' packaging; okay dynamics 
\E\ Limited range (no 4WD, no manual); flimsy luggage cover; anaesthetised steering 
» The Pick: Entry-level VTi offers a tempting package for a tasty price 


$24,990 L4 1.8 

105 172 C 

1328 - 

- 

6.6 

91 

66 

04/15 

F 

$27,990 L4 1.8 

105 172 C 

1366 - 

- 

6.9 

91 

65 


F 

$32,990 L4 1.8 

105 172 C 

1366 10.2 

17.5 

6.9 

91 

65 

05/15 

F 


Smaller outside, bigger inside 



•v* strong diesel; sweet petrol drivetrains; roomy cabin and cargo space; clever design 
|Lij 2.0-litre trades flexibility for economy; dull dynamics; patchy ride; vague steering 
The Pick: Punchy DTi-S manual is good value, with far superior economy and AWD gri 

$27,490 L4 2.0 114 190 M6 1460 10.0 - 7.8 91 62 

P 

F 

$29,790 

L4 

2^0 

114 190 

A5 

1488 

- 

- 

7.7 

91 

62 

F 

$32,790 

L4 

2.4 

140 222 

A5 

1580 

- 

- 

8.7 

91 

62 

A 

$32,290 

L4 

2.0 

114 190 

A5 

1488 

- 

- 

7.7 

91 

62 ■ 

F ' 

$35,290 

L4 

2.4 

140 222 

A5 

1580 



- 

8.7 

91 

62 

A 

$39,290 

L4 

2.0 

114 190 

A5 

1488 

- 

- 

7.7 

91 

62 

F 

$42,290 

L4' 

2.4 

' 140 222 

A5 

1580 

11.3' 

17.9 

8.7 

91 

62 

08/14 

A 

$35,990 

L4 

2.2 

110 350 

M6 

1664 

9.7_ 

- 

5.8 

D 

62 

03/14 

A 

$38,290 

L4 

“2.2 

^110'350 

A5 

1723 ' 

10.6 

- 

6.7 

D 

61 

A 

$43,040 

L4 

2.2 

110 350 

A5 

1770 

10.6 

- 

6.9 

D 

61 

A 


Odyssey 


Odyssey becomes a breeder bus 

El Tall, ungainly new body makes Odyssey a true Tarago alternative; improved economy 
\x\ Everything great about the old Odyssey no longer applies - this one's a van with seats 
The Pick: Besides a vasectomy, probably the VTi for its additional seat and lower price 


$37,6J0 

$46,040 


^4J2^9 ^5 

”2.4 129 ’225 


1776 
1819 ' - 


7.6 

7.8 


64 04/14 
63 ’ 04/14 


Hyundai 


5yr/unlimited 

www.hyundai.com.au 



About to take its last breath 
Neat styling; keen pricing; quality interior design; eager 1.4 with six-speed manual 
(SI Not a patch on Fiesta for steering and handling ; 1.6 dropped to make room for Accent 
The Pick: About to disappear from Australia so bargain hard, especially on up-spec Elite 


$15,590 L4 1.4 74 136 M6 1121 - 


5.3 91 61 11/12 F 


$17,590 L4 1.4 74 136 A4 1145 


5.3 91 61 


Active 5dr 

$16,590 

L4 

1.4 

74 136 

M6' 

1117 

- 

- 

5.3 ' 

91 

'60 

11/12 

F 

Active 5dr 

$18,590 

L4 

1.4 

74 136 

A4 

1145 

- 

- 

5.3 

91 

60 


F 

Elite 5dr 

$17,590 

L4 

1.4 

74 136 

M6 

1117 

- 

- 

5.3 

91 

61 


F 

Elite 5dr 

$19,590 

L4 

1.4 

74 136 

A4 

1145 

- 

- 

5.3 

91 

61 


F 


Accent 

1 Picks up where 120 left off 

WBm 

0 Space, equipment and pricing argue a strong case; Oz-only SR adds sporty flavour 
Gluggy steering, restless chassis and anaemic 1.4-litre donk dull the shine for driver 

s 


The Pick: Either an 

SR manual or something else entirely ... like an i30 




Active hatch 

$14,990 

L4 

1.4 

74 133 

M6 

1115 


- 

5.7 

91 



~ 

Active hatch 

$16,990 

L4 

1.4 

74 133 

C 

1140 



- 

- 

6.2 

91 



F 

Active sedan 

$14,990 

L4 

1.4 

74 133 

M6 

1115 

- 

- 

5.7 

91 



F 

Active sedan 

$16,990 

L4 

1.4 

74 133 

C 

1140 

- 

- 

6.2 

91 



F 

SR hatch 

$16,990 

L4 

1.6 

103 167 

M6 

1115 

9.0 

J6.5 

6.1 

91 


04/14 

F 

SR hatch 

$18,990 

L4 

1.6 

103 167 

A6 

1140 

- 

- 

6.6 

91 



F 



f?f Updated styling; newfound handling balance and country-road composure; equipment 
IHl Electric steering lacks feel; ride too firm in town; engine lacks character 
• The Pick: The entry-level Active - it’s the best-riding and the best value 


Active 

Active 

SE 


$_20,990 L4 _L8 1iq_178 
$23,240 L4 1.8 ~110 178 


12T^ - 
A6 1249 ' - 


9^ ^ qyi4 

7.1 91 57” F 


$21,750 


1.8 110 178 M6 1231 



Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size Power Torgue Trans. 

Kerb^^ 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

Fuei 

RON 

Resaie 

% 

issue 

tested Drive 

SE 

$24,000 

T4 ” 

1.8 110 178 

A6 

1249 



7.1 


"57 

F 

Elite 

$26,890 

L4 

J.8 110 J78 

A6 

1309 




91_ 

56 

F 

Premiunn 

$30,540 

L4 

1.8 110 l78 

A6 

1309 

- 

- 

7.1 

91 

55 

F 


130 

Driving and ownership ease 


1 kl Handsome style; 
OVolume-selling 1. 

uprated diesel with dual-clutch ’box; EU-sourced wagon scores IRS 
.8 off the pace; dynamics and refinement iack polish; steering is sub-par 


• The Pick: New Series ii SR gets a sweeter 2.0, but any i30 hatch is a C-grade proposition 

Active 

$20,990 

1-4 

J.8 j07 US 

M6 

1248 

- 

- 

7.0 

9J 

60 

F 

Active 

$23,290 

L4 

J.8 JO7J175 

A6 

1270 

- 

- 

7.3 

oT 

60 

F 

Active X 

$22,090 

L4 

1.8 *107*‘l75 

M6 

1248 

- 

- 

7.0 

91 

' 58 

’ F 

Active X 

$24,390 

L4 

1.8 107 J75 

J\6 

1270 

- 

- 

7.3 

91_ 

58 

F 

Active CRDi 

$23,590 

L4TD ~ 

1.6 100 260 

^M6 

1310 

- 

- 

4.6 

D 

'58 

F 

Active CRDi 

$25,890 

L4TD 

1.6 100 300 

S7 

1337 

- 

- 

4.9 

D 

58 

F 

ActiveX CRDi 

$24,690 

L4TD 

1.6 100 260 

M6 

1310 

- 


4.6 

D 

59 

F 

ActiveX CRDi 

$26,990 

L4TD 

1.6 100 300 

S7 

1337 



4.9 

D 

59 

F 

SR 

$25,590 

L4 

2.0 124 201 

M6 

1285 



' 7.3 

91 

59 

F 

SR 

$27,890 


2.0 124. 201 

A6 

- 





7.7 

91 

59 

F 

SR Premium 

$30,590 


2.0 124 201 

_M6_ 




2.3 _ 

_9J 

.56^ 

F 

SR Premium 

$32,890 

L4 

2.0 "124 201 

A6 



- 



- 



- 

7.7 

91 

56 

F 

Premium CRDi 

$34,490 

L4TD 

1.6 100 300 

S7 

1337 

- 

- 

4.9 

D 

58 

F 

Tourer 

$27,990 

L4 

1.6 98 163 

S7 

- 

- 

- 

6.0 

91 

57 

F 

Tourer CRDi 

$30,590 

'L4TD ' 

1.6 100^300 

S7 

- 

- 

- 

4.8 

D 

57 

"f 

Tourer Elite CRDi 

$34,190 

L4TD 

1.6 100 300 

S7 

- 

- 

- 

4.8 

D 

56 

F 


Euro-flavoured Korean 


Active sedan CRDi 
Active Tourer 
Active Tourer CRDi 
Premium sedan CR[ 
Premium Tourer 



0 Mixes Euro style and space with decent dynamics and effective drivetrains 

1 IH] Ultimately not that quick; Premium’s ride quality and price; no petroi sedan 
^ The Pick: An Active Tourer turbo-diesel, with Hyundai's new seven-speed dual-clutch 'box 

$33,090 

L4TD 

1.7 104 

340 

S7 

1524 - 

5.1 

D 

56 

F 

$32,490 

L4 

2.0 121 

203 

A6 

1483 - 

7.5 

91 

55 

F 

$35,090 

L4TD 

1.7 104' 

340 

S7 

1539 - 

5.1 

d” 

56 

F 

)i $41,990 

L4TD 

1.7 104 

340 

S7 

1524 - 

5.1 

D 

55 F 


$41,390 

L4 

' 2.0 121 ’ 

203 ' 

''a6~' 

1483 - 

- 1.5 

91 

54’ 

' F 

Di$43,990 

L4TD 

1.7 104 

340 

S7 

1539 - 

5.1 

D 

55 

F 


Competent, conservative 



Smart styling; excellent road manners; generous rear seat and boot space 
[ZlWell-built cabin lacks sophistication; doesn't have the safety kit of some rivals; thirsty 
« The Pick: Elite, which gets the turbo donk and a decent amount of kit 

$29,990 L4 

2.4 138 241 A6 

1500 - - 8.3 91 

56 

F 

$36,990 L4T 

2.0 180 350 A6 

1560 - - 9.2 91 

56 04/15 

F 

$41,990 L4T 

2.0 180 350 A6 

1645 - - 9.2 91 

56 04/15 

F 


Hyundai's first true luxury car 
0 Excellent quality; luxury levels of refinement; impressive ride/handling mix; cabin space 
[^Ageing V6 is thirsty and a bit thrashy; expensive option packs undermine its value 
« The Pick: Either the bas e Gen esis o r the $ 71 K S ensory model with p remi um lea ther 

$60,000 V6 3.8 232 397 A8 1890 


6.5 - 


11.2 91 50 12/14 R 


$71,000 V6 ^ 232 ^ A8 1890 6.5 ^ 11.2 91 50 12/14 R 

$82,000 V6 " 3.8 232^7 ' A8 1890 ' 6.5 - ’1I2 ' 50 12/14 R 

Brave two-plus-one-door coupe 



Active 
Active 
Active X 
Active X 


1 Innovative design, keen pricing, individual styling and Korea’s first-ever dual-clutcher 

1 [ElCan't match the steering and handling excellence of 86/BRZ; atmo 1 .6 struggles 

The Pick: Kids and fashionistas will love it. Enthusiasts will wish they shopped elsewhere 

$24,490 

L4 

1.6 103 

167 

M6 

1180 9.8 

16.9 6.4 

91 

58 04/12 

F 

$26,990 

L4 

1.6 103 

167 

S6 

1215 - 

6.4 

91 

58 

F 

$29,490 

L4 

1.6 103 

167 

M6 

1230 - 

6.4 

91 

58 04/12 

F 

$31,990 

L4 

1.6 103 

167 

S6 

1265 - 

6.4 

91 

58 

T~ 

$29,990 

L4T 

1.6 150 

265 

M6 

1265 6.5 

14.6 6.9 

91 

58 03/13 

F 

$33,990 

L4T 

1.6 150 

265 

S7 

1305 - 

7.1 

91 

58 

F 

$33,990 

L4T 

1.6 150 

265 

M6 

1307 - 

6.9 

91 

58 

F 

$36,490 

L4T 

1.6 150 

265 

S7 

1347 - 

7.1 

91 

58 

F 

1 Tucson 

|— 

ix35 replacement steps up 




\2!\ Muscular design looks the business; broad model range with flexible 1.6 turbo-petrol 
i [ 3 Front-drivers only available with atmo 2.0 engines; Highlander the only Tucson with AEB 
The Pick: Elite AWD with new turbo engine, seven-speed dual-clutch and sharp pricing 

$27,990 

L4 

2.0 114 

192 

M6 



91 


F 

$30,490 

L4 

2.0 114 ’ 

192 

A6 



91 


F 

$30,490 

L4 

2.0 121 

203 

M6 

1484 

7.8 

91 


F 

$32,990 

L4 

T.0'121 ■ 

203 

A6 


7.9 

91 


F 


r ^ 

TO' 


Calculate your car’s CO2 output 

Take ADR fuel economy and multiply it 
by the relevant factor below to give 
grams of CO 2 per km. 

Petrol: 23.8 Diesel: 26.5 LPG: 16.1 

For example, if a car does 8.4L/100km 
and runs on petrol, CO 2 produced is: 

8.4 X 23.8 = 199.9g/km 

See, it’s easy when you know how... 
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HYUNDAI - KIA 






Eng 

Eng 




Kerb 0-100 

0-400 Fuel 

Resale Issue 



Price 

type 

size 

Power 

Torque 

Trans. 

weight km/h 

metres cons. 

RON % tested 

Drive 

Elite 

$35,240 

L4 

~To' 

121 

203 

A6 

1569 

7.9 

91 

F 

Elite 

$38,240 

L4T 

1.6 

130 

265 

S7 

1575 

7.7 

91 

A 

Elite CROi 

$40,240 

L4T0 

2.0 

136 

400 

A6 

1622 

6.4 

D 

A 

Highlander 

$43,490 

L4T 

1.6 

130 

265 

S7 

1690 

7.7 

91 

A 

Highlander CROi 

$45,490 

L4T0 

2.0 

136 

400 

A6 

1744 

6.8 

D 

A 


Much better than expected 


1 - - 

0 Roomy cabin with seven seats standard ; carry-over diesel is a torque monster; handling 
IH) Petrol will struggle with Santa Fe's weight; unsettled ride; poor over-the-shoulder vision 



• The Pick: Active CRDi auto is strong value, but also consider a Territory TDCi 



Active 

$38,490 L4 2.4 

141 242 

M6 1834 - 

- 

9.0 

91 

59 


A 

Active 

$40,990 L4 2.4 

141 242 

A6 1864 - 


9.0 

91 

59 


A 

Active CROi 

$41,490 L4TD 2.2 

145 421 

M6 1927 - 

- 

6.6 

D 

60 


A 

Active CROi 

$43,990 L4TD 2.2 

145 436 

A6 1968 - 

- 

7.3 

D 

60 

11/12 

A 

Elite CROi 

$48,490 L4TD 2.2 

145 436 

A6 1968 - 

- 

7.3 

D 

62 


A 

Highlander CROi 

, n. . I| 

$53,240 L4TD 2.2 

145 436 

A6 1968 9.2~ 

) 6.6 

7.3 

D 

63 

09/15 

A 



0 Keenly priced; plenty of fruit, including twin sliding side doors and rear parking sensors 
® Concerns over crashworthiness and dynamics; suffice to say it’s an LCV with extra seats 
' The Pick: It’s roomy, but it's a van. Citroen's slick Grand C4 Picasso is the same money! 

$37,29^ T4 2.4l2^ 2^*74” 2^28^ ” 10.6 91 63 ' R 


$41,490 L4TD 2.5 100 343 M6 2215 


8.1 


63 


InHiiiti 


4yr/120,000km 

www.infiniticars.com.au 


Shoots for Europe, and falls short 

Thrusty and efficient V6 Hybrid drivetrain; slick build quality; plush seats; rarity 
[S] ill-conceived electronic systems and steer-by-wire steering spell dynamic confusion 
The Pick: One of the new 2.0-litre turbo-petrol fours without all the crappo techno stuff 


2.0 GT 

$50,900 

L4T 

2.0 

155 350 

A7 


8.5 

- 

7.3 

95 

53 


R 

2.0 S 

$56,900 

L4T 

2.0 

155 350 

A7 


8.5 

- 

7.3 

95 

54 


R 

2.0 S Premium 

$60,500 

L4T__ 

2.0 

_155 350 

A7 


8.5 

- 

7.3 

95 

54 

11/14 

R 

2.2d GT 

$51,900 

L4TD 

2.1 

125 700 

A7 

1729' 

8.5 

- 

5.2 

D 

53 


R 

2.2dS 

$57,900 

L4TD 

2.1 

125 400 

A7 

1729 

8.5 

- 

5.2 

D 

54 


R 

2.2d S Premium 

$61,900 

L4TD 

2.1 

125 400 

A7 

1729 

8.5 

- 

5.2 

D 

54 


’ R 

3.5hS 

$67,900 

V6H 

3.5 

268 546 

S7 

1775 

5.4 

/3.7 

6.8 

95 

54 

12/14 

R 

3.5h S Premium 

$73,400 

V6H 

3.5 

268 546 

S7 

1853 

5.4 

- 

7.2 

95 

■ 54 


A 



Fine looks, heritage, character 


GT 

GT 

S Premium 
3.0dGT 

3.0d S Premium 
3.5h Premium 


0 Coupe’s 

driver appeal; standard equipment; muscular V6; terrific seats; great vision 

^ Convertible’s wobbles and stiff ride; foot-operated park brake 

The Pick: GT Premium coupe delivers BMW-style thrills for considerably less 

$63,900 

V6 

3.7 

235 360 

A7 1670 5.9 - 

10.5 95 53 03/12 R 

$69,900 

V6 

3.7 

235 360 

A7 1692 6./ /4.2 

10.5 95 53 05/14 R 

$77,400 

V6 

3.7 

235 360 

A7 1866 6.4 - 

11.4 95 53 03/12 R 

[Q70 

■ 

Japan's 5 Series? Not quite 

IS 

Pacey, efficient hybrid; interesting looks; interesting handling; superb cabin quality 

12) Super-light and strangely geared steering ; Hyundai Genesis is a better luxury sedan 

- The Pick: Rivals a Lexus GS but won’t touch a 5 Series or E-Class 

$68,900 

V6 

3.7 

235 360 

A7 1652 6.2 ' - " 

10.2 98 _ 4_^ 11/12 

$68,900 

V6TD 

3.0 

175 550 

_A7 1776 6.9 - 

7.5 d''4^ R 

$78,900 

_V6 

3.7 

235 360 

A7 1702 6.2 - 

10.2* 98 '46 R 

$70,900 

V6TD 

3.0 

175 550 

A7 1776 6.9 - 

7.5 D 46 R 

$80,900 

V6TD 

3.0 

175 550 

A7 1826 6.9 - 

7.5 D 46 R 

$82,900 

V6H 

3.5 

225”* 350 “ 

A7" 1785 *5.5 - 

6.9 98 ' 46 ' R 


Show-stopping style 


Roomy, luxurious and powerful soft-roader; plenty of grip and grunt; unique appearance 
Cargo capacity and visibility suffer for its style; intrusive tyre roar drowns out the V8 


The Pick: Diesel for torque, V8 for grunt, any of them for QX s stand-apart styling 


3.7 GT 

$75,900 V6 

3.7 

235 360 

A7 1893 6.8 

- 

12.1 98 

59 

11/12 

A 

3.7 S 

$82,900 V6 

■3.7 

235 360 

A7 1893 ■ 6.8 

- 

12.1 '98 

■ 59 


A ^ 

3.7 S Premium 

$85,900 V6 

3.7 

235 360 

A7 1908 6.8 

- 

12.1 98 

59 


A 

3.0dGT 

$77,900 V6TD 

3.0 

175 550 

A7 2036 8.3 

- 

9.0 D 

60 


A 

3.0dS 

$84,900 V6TD 

3.0 

175 550 

A7 2036 8.3 

- 

9.0 D 

60 

11/12 

A 

3.0d S Premium 

$87,900 V6TD 

3.0 

'175 550 

' kl 2051" 8.3 " 

- 

9.0 D 

' 60 ■ 


' A 

5.0 S Premium 

$104,400 V8 

5.0 

287 500 

A7 1992 5.8 

- 

13.1 98 

56 


A 


Patrol V8 hit with a (big) ugly stick 
^ Loaded with gear; willing V8 makes for decent performance; cheaper than its Lexus rival 
EH] Big, heavy and thirsty; no diesel option ; 22-inch wheels not suited to off-roading 
The Pick: Check out a Y62 Patrol ... or a diesel LandCruiser 


$110,900 V8 5.6 298 560 A7 2770 - 


98 64 


tsuzu 



Isuzu 


5yr/130.000km 

www.isuzuute.com.au 


LS-M 

LS-U 


Ute with a kid-friendly boot 
0 Ready for adventure; big towing capacity; interior kitted out with family in mind 
EH] Bulletproof Isuzu engine lacks Colorado 7's grunt; lumbering separate-chassis ride 
The Pick: Range-topper adds a roof -mounted D VD piaye r, which will mute the kids 

$40,500 L4TD 3.0 130 380 A5 2000 8.2 D 60 ~ 

$42,000 L4TD 3.0 130 380 A5 2000 8.2 D 60 R 



Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

Trans. 

r. 

RON 

% 

tested Drive 

$45,600 

L4TD 

3.0 130 380 

A5 

2040 

8.4 


^61 ' 

A 

$47,100 

L4TD 

3.0 130_380 

A5 ' 

2040^ 

8.4 

D 

61_ 

A 

$53,500 

L4TD 

3.0 130 '380 

A5 

2O6O' 

8.4 

D 

62 

A 


Jaguar 


3yr/100, 000km 
www.jaguar.com.au 


20t Prestige 
20d Prestige 
25t Prestige 
20tR-Sport 
20d R-Sport 
25t R-Sport 
25t Portfolio 
S 



2.0T Premium Lux 
2.0T R-Sport 
2.20 Premium Lux 
2.20 R-Sport 
3.0 Premium Lux 

3.0 R-Sport 

3.00 S 

3.00 S Portfolio 

XFR 

XFR-S 



3. OS Premium Lux 
3.0SPremLuxLWB 
3.00 Premium Lux 

3.00 PremLuxLWE 
3. OS Portfolio 
5.0S/CS'sport LWE 

5.0 S/C XJR 



1 

Goes claws-out for C-Class and 3 Series 



0 Great steering; well-sorted chassis (especially R-Sport); gets all-new Ingenium diesel 
- [^Interior lacks glamour and sparkle; auto not always in sync with the driver; storage space 
The Pick: New diesel is a cracker but 25t R-Sport gets our vote for its chassis/performance 

$60,400 

L4T 

2.0 147 

280 

A8 

1530 

7.7 

/5.6 

7.5 

95 


10/15 

R 

$62,800 

L4TD 

2.0 132 

430 

A8 

1565 

7.8 

- 

4.2 

D 



R 

$64,900 

L4T 

2.0 177 

340 ' 

A8 

1530' 

’*6.8 " 

- 

' 7.5 

’95 



' R 

$64,400 

L4T 

2.0 147 

280 

A8 



7.7 



7.5 

95 



R 

$66,800 

L4TD 

2.0 132 

430 

A8 

- 

7.8 

- 

4.2 

D 



R 

$68,900 

L4T 

2.0 177 

340 

A8 

- 

6.8 

- 

7.5 

95 


10/15 

R 

$70,400 

L4T 

2.0 177 

340 

A8 


6.8 


7.5 

95 



R 

$104,200 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 

1665 

5.1 

- 

8.1 

95 



R 

XF 

1 All-new replacement imminent 

EZI Slick exterior and interior banishes ye olde feel; lovely ride and handling ; superb XFR 

1^ Coupe-like roofline reduces headroom; rear seat set too low; diesel four is laggy 

The Pick: New 2.0T and 2.2D are brilliant value. As is the rapid twin-turbo 3.0D S 


$74,285 

L4T 

2.0 177 

340 

A8 

- 

7.9 

- 

8.9 

95 

50 


R 

$81,185 

_I-4T 

2.0 177 

340 

_A8 

- 

7.9 

- 

8.9 

95 

50 


R 

$76,500 

L4TD 

2.2 147 

450 

A8 

1745 

8.5 


5.2 

D 

50 

01/12 

R 

$83,400 

L4TD 

2.2 *147 

450 

A8 

1745 

9.3 

16.8 

5.2 

D 

50 

08/12 

R 

$93,040 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 

1690 

5.9 


9.8 

95 

50 


R 

$99,940 

V6$ 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 

1690 

5.9 


9.8 

95 



R 

$95,900 

V6TTD 

3.0 202 

600 

A8 

1810 

6.5 

14.6 

6.3 

D 

50 

08/10 

R 

$112,500 

V6TTD 

3.0 202 

600 

A8 

1810 

6.4 

- 

6.3 

D 

50 


R 

$188,685 

V8S 

5.0 375 

625 

A8 

1842 

4.8 

12.9 

11.6 

95 

50 

04/12 

R 

$221,685 

V8S 

5.0 404 

680 

A8 

1987 

4.4 



98 

47 

09/13 

R 

|XJ 

r Flagship from British india 

0 Traffic-Stopping presence; sharp dynamics; stunning cabin ; not a pipe or slipper in sight 

1 [x]LWB models are getting expensive, S/C models can get thirsty; low-speed ride on 20s 
• The Pick: Price no object? It has to be the long-wheelbase, supercharged Supersport 

$197,585 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 

1755 

5.9 

- 

9.6 

95 

48 

- 

R 

$197,585 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 

1765 

5.9 

- 

9.6 

95 

48 

- 

R 

$198,800 

V6TTD 

3.0 202 

600 

A8 

1775* 

6/4 

- 

6.1 

D 

48’ 

- 

R 

; $198,800 

V6TTD 

3.0 202 

600 

A8 

1825 

6.4 

- 

6.1 

D 

48 

- 

R 

$221,385 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

kQ 

1755 

5.9 

- 

9.6 

95 

48 

- 

R 

i $297,140 

V8S 

5.0 '375' 

625 

A8 

1915 

A3 

- 

11.6 

98 

47 

- 

R* 

$297,140 

V8S 

5.0 404* 

680 

A8 

1880 

4.6 


11.6 

98 

48 

- 

R 


The E-Type's true successor 



EH Looks stunning, drives superbly, sounds incredible and has an addictive feel-good factor 


[^All-aluminium construction, but a bit tubby compared to a Porsche; near-useless boot 
^ The Pick: The mid-level V6 S has the best balance; only real power junkies need the V8 S 

Coupe 

$119,080 

V6S 

3.0 250’ 

450 

M6 

1577 


- 

9.8 

95 

R ' 

Coupe 

$124,080 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 

- 

5.^ 

- 

8.8 

95 

R 

Convertible 

$137,780 

V6S 

3.0 256' 

450 

M6 

- 


- 

9.8 

95 

R 

Convertible 

$142,780 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 

1597 

5.3 

- 

9.0 

95 

54 R 

V6 S Coupe 

$151,380 

V6S 

3.0 280 

460 

M6 

- 

- 

- 

9.8 

95 

R 

V6 S Coupe 

$156,380 

V6S 

3.0 280 

460 

A8 

- 

4.9 

- 

8.8 

95 

R 

V6S Convertible 

$175,080 

V6S 

3.0 280 

460 

A8 

1614 

4.8 

13.1 

9.1 

95 

53 11/13 R 

V6SAWD Coupe 

$172,080 

V6S 

3.0 280 

460 

A8 

1674 

- 

- 

8.9 

95 

A 

V8 R Coupe 

$226,580 

V8S 

5.0 404 

680* 

A8 

1650 

4.2 

- 

11.1 

95 

08/14 R 

V8 R Convertible 

$242,280 

V8S 

5.0 404 

680 

A8 

1665 

4.2 

- 

11.1 

95 

R 

V8RAWD Coupe 

$245,280 

V8S 

5.0 404 

680 

A8 

1730 

4.1 

~ 

11.3 

95 

A 

V8RAWDC'tible 

$260,980 

V8S 

5.0 404 

680 

A8 

1745 

4.1 



95 

A 



Jeep 


3yr/100, 000km 
www.jeep.com.au 


1 Patriot 

1 Cheap ... and feels it 

I !y] Sharpened prices make it one of the cheapest SUVs in Oz; plenty of standard equipment 

1 (^Cheapest Patriot is front-drive only; just four airbags; hard and cheap cabin plastics 

The Pick: Base Sport’s price is super-sharp 

$25,700 

L4 

2.0 115 190 M5 

1490 

- 

7.6 

91 

60 

F 

$27,700 

L4 

2.0 115 190 C 

1525 

- 

8.2 

91 

60 

F 

$34,000 

L4 

2.4 125 220 C 

1570 

11.3 

9.1 

91 

60 09/08 

A 


Compass 


1 Patriot-based with mini-Grand Cherokee looks; well-specced; Limited’s cranking audio 
[ [HiUnderwhelming engines: interior plastics; no turbo-diesel; sub-par dynamics 

The Pick: Limited for kit and soft- roadability; FWD Sport for urban warriors 

$27,000 

L4 

2.0 115 

220 

M6 

1437 

- 

7.6 91 51 

F 

$29,000 

L4 

2.0 115 

220 

C 

1437 

- 

8.3 91 51 

F 

$31,000 

L4 

2.0 115 

220 

A6 

1449 

- 

8.3 91 51 

F 

$35,500 

L4 

2.4 125 

220 

A6 

1522 

11.3 - 

9.0 91 51 

A 
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NEW 

I ARRIVALS , 

I New models I 
^ for the month J 
\ highlighted / 


Showroom 


Wrangler 


Tow it to wherever you want to go off-road 



1 Strong outputs of Pentastar V6 and CRD oiler; worthy for off-road enthusiasts... 

1 O ...but not for driving (or quality) enthusiasts; loose steering and cumbersome handling 
• The Pick: Sport if you frequent sand dunes; Rubicon if you want to climb Uluru 

Sport 2dr 

$34,000 

V6 

3.6 

209 

347 

M6 

1913 

- 

- 

11.2 

91 

64 


A 

Sport 2dr 

$35,000 

V6 

3.6 

209 

347 

A5 

1924 

- 

- 

11.3 

91 

64 


A 

Sport GRD 2dr 

$39,000 

L4TD 

2.8 

147 

410 

M6 

1858 

- 

- 

8.0 

D 

63 


A 

Sport GRD2dr 

$40,000 

L4TD 

2.8 

147 

460 

A5 

2000 

- 

- 

8.6 

D 

63 


A 

Rubicon 2dr 

$43,000 

V6 

3.6 

209 

347 

A5 

1919 ' 

- 

- 

11.3 

91 

64 

A 

Sport Unlimited 4dr 

$38,000 

V6 

3.6 

209 

347 

M6 

2073 

8.6 

- 

11.8 

91 

64 

A 

Sport Unlimited 4dr 

$39,000 

V6 

3.6 

209 

347 

A5 

2053 

- 

- 

11.7 

91 

64 

A 

Sport Unlimited 4dr 

$43,000 

L4TD 

2.8 

147 

410 

M6 

1998 

11.1 

- 

8.3 

D 

64 

A 

Sport Unlimited 4dr 

$44,000 

L4TD 

2.8 

147 

460 

A5 

1978 

- 

- 

9.5 

D 

64 

A 

Overland 4dr 

$49,000 

V6 

3.6 

209 

347 

A5 

2053 

8.6 

- 

11.9 

91 

64 

A 

Rubicon U'ted4dr 

$51,000 

V6 

3.6 

209 

347 

A5 

2053 

- 


11.9 

91 

64 

A 



Avant-garde Italo-American 


Sport 

Longitude 

Trailhawk 

Limited 

Limited 



r Striking appearance; strong drivetrains; off-road ability of Trailhawk; unique appeal 

I \E\ Limited rear-seat headroom under full-size sunroof; ninth gear too tall for Australia 
• The Pick: Limited's appointments and performance, unless you need Trailhawk's low range 

$33,500 

L4 

" 2.4 

130 229 

A9 

1738 - 

8.3 

91 

65*08/14 

F 

$39,000 

V6 

3.2 

200 316 

A9 

1834 - 

10.0 

91 

65 

A 

$47,500 

V6 

3.2 

200 316 

A9 

1862 - 

10.0 

91 

64 08/14 

A 

$44,000 

V6 

3.2 

200 3“16 

A9 

1834 - 

10.0 

91 

64' 

A 

$49,000 

L4TD 

2.0 

125 350 

A9 

1854 - 

5.8 

D 

64 12/14 

A 


Grand Cherokee 


Finally worth checking out 


Laredo 
Laredo 
Laredo CRD 
Limited 
Limited CRD 
Limited Hemi 
Overland 
Overland CRD 
Overland Hemi 
Summit Platinum 
SRT8 


1 0 ZF eight-speed auto is a sweet shifter; top value; great touchscreen 

1 \E\ Gets a bit fumble-footed on really tight, broken roads; foot park brake digs into shins 

The Pick: V6 petrol is attractively-priced, but the diesel is torquier; the V8 more exciting 

$44,500 

V6 

' 3.6 210 347 

A8 

1998 

8.3 - 

10.1 ' 91 

'65 

09/13 ' r ' 

$48,500 

V6 

3.6 210 347 

A8 

2084" 

- 

10.4 91 

65 

A 

$54,500 

V6TD 

3.0 184 570 

A8 

2267 

8.2 - 

7.5 D 

57 

A 

$58,000 

V6 

3.6 210 347 

A8 

2169 

9.1 - 

10.4 91 

68 

A 

$64,000 

V6TD 

' 3.0 184 570 

A8 

2281 

8.2 - 

7.5 D 

67 

A 

$64,000 

V8 

5.7 259 520 

A8 

2302 

8.7 - 

13.0 91 

68 

A 

$68,000 

V6 

3.6 210 347 

' A8 

2169 

9.1 - 

10.4 91 

68 

A 

$74,000 

V6TD 

3.0 184 570 

A8 

2327" 

8.2 - 

7.5 D 

68 

A 

$74,000 

'V8 

5.7 259 520 

' A8 

2329^ 

' 8.7 ' - 

13.0 95 

67 

A 

$78,000 

V6TD 

3.0 184 570 

A8 

- 

8.2 - 

7.5 D 

70 

A 

$82,000 

V8 

6.4 344 624 

A8 

2336 

4.8 - 

14.0 98 

66 

A 


Kia 


7yr/unlimited km 
www.kia.com.au 



Sharp suit, neat dynamics 


S3dr 

S3dr 

S5dr 

S5dr 

S Premium 5dr 
S Premium 5dr 
Sport 3dr 
SLiSdr 


Crisp styling; roomy interior; fun handling on twisty roads; direct-injection 1.6 is quick 

IS Dated 1.4-litre engine and outmoded four-speed auto; expensive; no manual with 1.6 

The Pick: Go for the Sport with a direct injection 1.6 GDI and more gear (but no manual!) 

$15,990 

L4 

1.4 

79 135 

M6 

1131 

11.5 

5.7 

91 

46 04/15 

F 

$17,990 

L4 

1.4 

79 135 

A4 

1158 

13.2 

6.3 

91 

45 04/15 

F 

$16,990 

L4 

1.4 

79 135 

M6 

1143 

11.5 

5.7 

91 

46 

F 

$18,990 

L4 

1.4 

79 135 

A4 

1170 

13.2 

6.3 

91 

45 

F 

$17,690 

L4 

1.4 

79 135 

M6 

1143 

11.5 

5.7 

91 

45 

F 

$19,690 

L4 

1.4 

79 135 

A4 

1170 

13.2 

6.3 

91 

44 

F 

$21,490 

L4 

1.6 

103 167 

A6 



6.1 

91 


F 

$22,990 

L4 

1.6 

103 167 

A6 

1215 

10.3 

6.1 

91 

45 

F 


More rhythm, less blues 
~ Second-gen Soul maintains the original's look; improved handling; individual appeal 
. Engine crying out for a bottom-end : firm ride; uninvolving steering; so-so performance 
’ • The Pick: We'd opt for an entry-level Skoda Yeti, though Soul II is way better than it used to be 


$26,990 L4 2.0 113 191 A6 1405 10.2 

.. A giant step forward for Kia 


8.4 91 57 11/14 F 



1 ^ Stylish and very roomy; ride/handling tuned for Australia; willing engines; good value 

3 IS Another feel-free Korean steering set-up; sloppy manual shift; notan enthusiast’s car 


The Pick: Base S is the best value, and the 1 .8-litre engine copes well enough 



S sedan 

$19,990 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

M6 

1287 

9.3 

6.6 

91 

55 

F 

S hatch 

$19,990 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

M6 

1308 

10.1 

6.6 

91 

55 

F 

S sedan 

$22,290 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

A6 

1304 

10.2 

7.1 

91 

55 

06/13 

F 

S hatch 

$22,290 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

A6 

1325 

9.7 

16.9 7.1 

91 

55 

IZ/13 

F 

S Premium sedan 

$24,990 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

A6 

1304 

10.2 

7.1 

91 

55 

F 

S Premium hatch 

$24,990 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

A6 

1325 

9.7 

16.9 7.1 

91 

55 

F 

Si sedan 

$28,990 

L4 

2.0 

129 

209 

A6 

1319 

9.0 

7.4 

91 

54 

F 

Si hatch 

$28,990 

L4 

2.0 

129 

209 

A6 

1339 

9.3 

7.4 

91 

54 

F 

SLi sedan 

$31,990 

L4 

2.0 

129 

209 

A6 

1319 

9.0 

7.4 

91 

54 

F 

SLi hatch 

$31,990 

L4 

2.0 

129 

209 

A6 

1339 

9.3 

7.4 

91 

54 

F 


Cerato Koup 


Four-seat coupe bargain 



gP [^ A proper four-seat coupe for peanuts; Turbo’s torque; all-new Koup’s all-round appeal 
» IS F^ide turns brittle on 18s; more a GT than a sports coupe; same cabin as regular Cerato 
“ The Pick: The Turbo manual mixes solid warm-hatch performance with coupe style 

SiGDi 

$24,190 L4 2.0 

129 209 

M6 1314 

8.4 

7.3 

91 

59 


F 

SiGDi 

$26,490 L4 2.0 

129 209 

A6 1337 

8.9 

7.4 

91 

58 


F 

T-GDi Turbo 

$28,190 L4T 1.6 

150 265 

M6 1370 

7.7 

7.7 

91 

58 


F 


T-GDi Turbo 


$30,490 L4T 1.6 150 265 A6 1380 7.4 - 8.0 91 58 


T-GDi Turbo Touring 
T-GDi Turbo Touring 



Eng 

Eng 



Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 Fuei 


Resaie issue 


Price 

type 

size 

Power Torgue Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres cons. 

RON 

% tested 

Drive 

$30,690 

L4T 

1.6 

150 265 

M6 

1370 

7.7 

7.7 

91 

58 

F 

$32,990 

L4T 

1.6 

150 265 

A6 

1380 

7.4 

^ 8.0 

91 

58 

F 



Like a Veloster, but better 

Rl Grippy handling; cool styling; Recaro seats and great value define Kia’s first hot hatch 
IE]Torquey engine should sound better; rubbery gearshift; chassis gets ragged at its limit 
o The Pick: With multi-link IRS, Kia's Euro-sourced hot hatch wins over Veloster or Koup 


$29,990 L4T 1.6 150 265 M6 1359 7.7 


7.4 91 57 


$34,990 L4T 


j^6 150 265 _ M6 13^9 8.4 16 ^ 7.4 ^ 55 04/14 F 

No longer a relic, but still sub-par 



Si 

SLi 

Platinum 
Si Diesel 
SLi Diesel 




i Handsome, roomy and loaded with gear (but that’s where the attractions end) 

1 [El Poor ride quality; road noise; engine lacks refinement; awful steering 

The Pick: Optima ranked last in our mid-sized Megatest. Try Mazda 6 or Liberty 

$31,490 

_L4 

2.4 148 

250 A6 

1551 - - 7.9 

91 

54 

F 

$36,490 

L4 

2.4 148 

250 A6 

1551 9.2 16.7 7.9 

91 

54 01/12 

F 

$40,990 

L4 

2.4 148 

250 A6 

1551 9.2 16.7 7.9 

91 

55 03/12 

F 

T Rondo 


Second gen gets new family face 




Diesel torque, ride/handling balance on 16s and good packaging flexibility 

1 \Z1 Petrol engine lacks torque; value not as good as original 

The Pick: Diesel Si - it costs more than the petrol but pays it back in luscious torque 

$30,240 

L4 

2.0 122 

213 A6 

1582 10.8 - 7.9 

91 

54 08/13 

F 

$34,240 

L4 

2.0 122 

213 A6 

1582 10.8 - 7.9 

91 

54 

F 

$39,740 

L4 

2.0 122 

213 A6 

1582 10.8 - 7.9 

91 

54 

F 

$32,990 

L4TD 

1.7 100 

320 A6 

1652 12.0 - 6.4 

D 

54 

F 

$36,990 

L4TD 

1.7 100 

320 A6 

1652 12.0 - 6.4 

D 

55 

F 

1 Carnival 


Eight is enough 






^ Vastly more refined and better built than the old heap; eight seats; strong diesel; styling 
[£] Still drives like a bus; thirsty V6; at 5.1m long, you'll need a McMansion to park it 

The Pick: A diesel Si, which adds sat-nav and a reversing camera over the base S 

S 

$41,490 

V6 

3.3 206 

336 

A6 

2048 - 

11.6 

91 

61 

F 

SGRDi 

$43,990 

L4TD 

2.2 147 

440 

A6 

2092 - 

7.7 

D 

61 

F 

Si 

$45,490 

V6 

3.3 206 

336 

A6 

2048 - 

11.6 

91 

61 

F 

SiGRDi 

$47,990 

L4TD 

2.2 147 

440 

A6 

2092 - 

7.7 

D 

61 

F 

SLi 

$49,990 

V6 

3.3 206 

336 

A6 

2048 - 

11.6 

91 

61 

F 

SLiGRDi 

$52,490 

L4TD 

2.2 147 

440 

A6 

2092 - 

7.7 

D 

61 

F 

Platinum 

$58,490 

V6 

3.3 206 

336 

A6 

2048 - 

11.6 

91 

60 

F 

Platinum GRDi 

$60,990 

L4TD 

2.2 147 

440 

A6 

2092 - 

7.7 

D 

60 

F 



Sportage 


Refreshed and improved 
0 Sharp looks; loaded cabin ; torquey and thrifty turbo-diesel ; nice handling balance 
[SI Ride is a little stiff; seats okay but nothing special; petrol 2.0 tries hard but lacks muscle 
The Pick: Handles and steers so much better than it used to, while still looking funky-fresh 

$25,990 L4 2.0 122 205 M5 1482 - ^ 8J 9 ^ 63 f” 


$28,190 L4 2.0 122 205 A6 1482 - 


8.7 91 63 



AUTOMATIC CHOICES 


. range-toppmgversions^ 

I Kia’s cheapest car, the Rio, 
have returned. 

The three-door Sport 
and five-door SLi each get a 
direct-injection 1.6 good for 
lOSkW. However, a manual 
transmission is absent (the Soul 
manual has also been dropped), 
with Kia offering only a six- 
speed auto. That means the 
only manual Rios get the less- 
\ 


enticing 1.4-litre engine. 

The Rio won’t be the cheapest 
Kia for long though, with the 
arrival of the $14,990 drive- 
away Picanto slated for late 
this year. And, again catering 
to the two-pedal brigade, it will 
be fitted exclusively with an 
automatic because the brand 
doesn t want to be the cheapest 
in the marketplace ... [we] want 
to have the best offering”. 
















KIA - MAZDA 





Eng 

Eng 



Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuel 

Resale Issue 



Price 

type 

size Power Torgue 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON % tested 

Drive 

Si Premium 

$29,990 

L4 

2.0 122 

205 

A6 

1482 

- 

- 

8.7 

91 63 


SLi 

$34,990 

L4 

2.0 122 

205 

A6 

1588 

- 

- 

8.8 

91 65 

A 

SLi 

$37,990 

L4TD 

2.0 135 

392 

A6 

1588 

- 

- 

7.2 

D 64 

A 

Platinum 

$38,590 

L4 

2.0 122’ 

205 

A6 

1588 

- 

- 

9.2 

91 63 08/14 

A 

Platinum 

$41,590 

L4TD 

2.0 135 

392 

A6 

1588 

- 

- 

7.2 

D 65 10/10 

A 


Sorento 


Holiday, celebrate 






45.. ^ 

HI Diesel refinement; equipment; build quality; practicality; safety; handling; warranty 


V— 

Sr Getting pricey for a Kia; badge snobbery means buyers may overlook this excellent SUV 


The Pick: SLi diesel gets a decent donk and plenty of kit, including leather and better audio 

Si 

$40,990 

_V6 

3.3 199 

318 

A6 

1921 

- 

- 

9.9 

91 64 

F 

Si 

$44,490 

L4TD 

_ 2.2 147 

441 

A6 

2036 

- 

- 

7.8 

D 65 

A 

SLi 

$45,990 

V6 

' 3.3 199 

318 

A6 

1921 

- 

- 

9.9 

91 66 

F 

SLi 

$49,490 

j.4TD 

2.2 147 

441 

A6 

2036^ 

- 

- 

_7.8 

D 66 

A 

Platinum 

$55,990 

L4TD 

2.2 147 

441 

' A6 

2036* 

9.5 

16.8 

’7.8 

D 67 09/15 

A 




_ • 2yr/unlimited 

LicLmDOrSl^iril www.lamborghini.com.au 


Front up to the bull bar 
SI Quicker, more powerful and even more manic than the Gailardo it replaces 
More expensive than the Gaiiardo; ioss of steering feei; nannies ieave us aione! 
The Pick: The one the parking vaiet at the casino mistakeniy hands you the keys to 

$T28,000 “vio 5.2 449 560 S7 1422 3.2 



Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size Power Torgue Trans. 

Kerb^t 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

Fuel 

RON 

Resale Issue 
% tested 

Drive 

Dynamic Si4 

$74,180 

L4T 

2.0 177 340 

A9 

1640 

7.6 


7.8 


66 

A 

Dynamic Si4 Coupe 

$75,680 

L4T 

2.0 177 340 

A9 

_l_640 

7.6 


7.8 


66 

A 

Prestige eD4 

$69,295 

'l4TD 

2.2 110 380 

*M6 

'1595 ' 

11.2 ' 

- 

5.0 

'd ' 

65 

F 

Prestige eD4 Coupe 

$70,795 

L4TD 

2.2 110 380 

M6 

'T595 

11.2 


4.9 

'd 

65 

F 

Prestige TD4 

$72,695 

L4TD 

2.2 110 400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige TD4 

$75,175 

L4TD 

2.2 110 _400 

A9 

J685 

9.6 

- 

6.0 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige TD4 Coupe 

$74,195 

L4TD 

2.2 110 ’400 

M6 

*1670 

10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige TD4 Coupe 

$76,675 

L4TD 

2.2 110 400 

A9 

1685 

9.6_ 

- 

5.8 

_ D 

65 


Prestige SD4 

$76,695 

L4TD 

2.2 140 420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige SD4 

$79,175 

L4TD 

2.2 140 420 

A9 

1685 

8.5 

- 

6.0 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige SD4 Coupe 

$78,195 

L4TD 

2.2 140 420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige SD4 Coupe 

$80,675 

L4TD 

' 2.2 140" 420 

’A9 ' 

' 1680 

8.5" 

- 

5.8 ' 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige Si4 

$79,580 

L4T 

2.0 177 340 

A9_ 

1640 

7.6 

- 

7.8 

95 

66 

A 

Prestige Si4 Coupe 

$81,080 

L4T 

2.0 177 *340 

A9 

1640 ' 

7.6 


7.8 

95 

' 66 ' 

' A 


1 Discovery | 

Lovely to look at, brilliant off-road 



P 1 

^ Swish interior; brilliant off-road talent; gutsy 3.0 diesel; cleverness everywhere 
n^Heavv and hard to park; lag from single turbo diesel ; options can add up 



The Pick: Disco 4 kills Prado for polish and dynamics. SDV6 worth the step 


TDV6 

$68,940 

V6TD 

3.0 155 520 

A8 

2558' 

’10.7 

- 

8.8 

D~ 

66 

A 

SDV6SE 

$84,040 

V6TTD 

3.0 183 600 

A8 

2558 

9.3 

- 

8.8 

D 

67 

A 

SDV6HSE 

$95,340 

V6TTD 

3.0 183 .600 

_A8 

2558 

9.3 

- 

8.8 

D 

68 

A 

V6 S/C SE 

$84,040 

V6S 

3.0 250 450 

A8 

2558 

8.1 

- 

12.0 

98 

67 

A 

V6 S/CHSE 

$95,340 

V6S 

■3.0 '250' 450 

A8 

2558 

8.1 

- 

12.0 

98 

'67 ■ 

A 


12.5 98 57 08/14 A 


Waves the Italian flagship 



(2 Italian heart with German (Audi) quality results in a winning new-age supercar 
^ Not quite as savage as previous Lambo flagships; tall people get ready to duck down 
The Pick: Just buy one. Blue flames come out the exhaust. Flames! 


$761,500 V12 6.5 

515 690 S7 1575 2.9 

- 

17.2 

98 

57 

07/14 

A 

$795,000 V12 6.5 

515 690 57 1575 3.0 


17.2 

98 

57 

11/12 

A 


Land Rover 


3yr/100,000km 

www.landrover.com.au 





90 Wagon 
110 Station Wagon 


Kicks dirt in the face of soft-roaders 
Go-anywhere ability; retro appeaiand authentic design; aiuminium body (reaiiy!) 
ISlSiow, basic; worid’s largest turning circie; interior feels decades old (oh, hang on ... it is) 
The Pick: The longer 110 is (marginally) more comfortable and with plenty of rugged charm 

$42,800 L4TD 2.2 90 360 M6 1887^5.8 - 10.0 D 60 A 



^ Weight loss brings real dynamic cohesion; cabin feels special; great off-road 

Needs Terrain Response to really shine off-road; third row seats tight 

The Pick: The V8S if your wallet can handle it; otherwise the swift and accomplished SDV6 


STDV6 

$90,900 

V6TTD 

3.0 

190 

600 

A8 

2115 7.6 

- 

7.3 

D 

64 

A 

SETDV6 

$102,300 

V6TTd'' 

3.0 

190 ' 

600 

A8 

2115 7.6 

- 

7.3 

D 

64 

01/14 A 

SE 

$108,410 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 

2144 7.2 

- 

11.3 

95 

63 

A 

SESDV6 

$113,100 ''' 

V6TTD" 

'3.0 215 ' 

600 

'a8 ' 

’2115 ’ 7.4 

"l5.4 

7.5 

D 

61 

01/15 A 

HSE 

$128,510 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 

2144 7.2 

- 

11.3 

95 

61 

A 

HSESDV6 

$130,100 

V6TTD 

3.0 215 

600 

A8 

2115 7.2 

- 

7.5 

D 

61 

A 

HSETDV8 

$145,310 

V8TTD 

4.4 250 

740 

A8 

2398 6.9 

- 

8.7 

D 

55 

A 

HSE Dynamic TDV8 

$152,910 

V8TTD 

4.4 250 

740 

A8 

2398 6.9 

- 

8.7 

D 

61 

A 

HSE SDV6 Hybrid 

$146,900 

V6TTDH3.0 

250 

700 

A8 

6.7 

- 

6.4 

D 

61 

A 

HSE Dynamic 

$160,810 

V8S 

5.0 375 

625 

A8 

2310 5.3 

- 

13.8 

95 

61 

A 

Autobiography SDV6$152,500 

V6TTD 

3.0 

215 

600 

A8 

2115 7.2 

- 

'7.5 

D 

61 

A 

A'biog SDV6 Hybrid 

$174,700 

V6TTD_H3.0 250 

700 

A8 

6.7 

- 

6.4 

D 

61 

A 

Autobiography Dyn' $191,510 

V8S 

5.0 375 

625 

A8 

2310 5.3 ' 

- 

’13.8 

95 

60 

' A 


$47,500 L4TD 2.2 90 360 M6 1975 15.8 - 


60 


Range Rover 


The rock star's 4WD is reborn 
0 Hard to beat off-road; brilliant interior; superb engines; sumptuous ride 



Styling ; interior design, space and flexibility; dynamics and traction ; competitive prices 


Lxjbiooay expensive; petrol stiii tnirsty; Dig Kangie stiii a Dit cumoersome 
The Pick: 4.4-litre SDV8 and eight-speed auto a superb combo, but all are 

round come 

desirable 

rs 


[HI Engines soon replaced by J-LR’s new Ingenium family; third-row seats 

’ poor vision 


TDV6HSE 

$170,400 

V6TTD 3.0 190 

600 

A8 

2160 7.9 - 

6.9 

D 

63 


A 


The Pick: Grab an SD4 with the nine-speed and choose between five 

or seven seats 


3.0 SC HSE 

$170,400 

V6S 3.0 250 

450 

A8 

2330 7.4 - 

11.5 

95 

63 


A 

TD4SE ' 

$53,300 

L4TD 

2.2 110 400 

M6 1765 11.7 - 

6.1 

D 

63 


A 

TDV6 Vogue 

$179,800 

V6TTD 3.0 190 

600 

A8 

2160 7.9 - 

6.9 

D 

63 


A 

TD4SE 

$55,800 

L4TD 

2.2 110 400 

A9 1775 10.3 - 

6.1 

D 

63 


A 

TDV6 Vogue LWB 

$189,100 

V6TTD 3.0 190 

600 

A8 

2301 8.3 - 

7.5 

D 

63 


A 

SD4SE 

$56,500 

L4TD 

2.2 140 420 

M6 1765 10.4 - 

6.1 

D 

63 


A 

3.0 SC Vogue 

$189,910 

V6S 3.0 250 

450 

A8 

2330 7.4 - 

11.5 

95 

63 


A 

SD4SE ■ 

$59,000 

L4TD 

2.2 140 420 

A9 1775 8.9 - 

6.1 

D 

63 


A 

SDV8 Vogue 

$200,610 

V8TTD 4.4 250 

740 

A8 

2360 6.9 - 

8.7 

D 

63 


A 

Si4SE ^ 

$59,000 

L4T 

2.0 177 340 

A9 1744 8.2 - 

8.0 

95 

63 


A 

SDV8 Vogue LWB 

$206,400 

V8TTD 4.4 250 

740 

A8 

7.2 - 

8.7 

D 

63 


A 

TD4HSE 

$57,900 

L4TD 

2.2 110 400 

M6 1785 11.7 - 

6.1 

D 

63 


A 

SDV8 Vogue SE 

$222,610 

V8TTD 4.4 250 

740 

A8 

2360 6.9 - 

8.7 

D 

63 

05/13 

A 

TD4HSE 

$60,400 

L4TD 

2.2 110 400 

A9 1805 10.3 - 

6.1 

D 

63 


A 

SDV8 Vogue SE LWB 

$225,600 

V8TTD 4.4 250 

740 

A8 

7.2 - 

8.7 

D 

63 

05/13 

A 

SD4HSE 

$61,100 

L4TD 

2.2 140 420 

M6 1785 10.4 - 

6.1 

D 

63 


A 

SDV8 A'biography 

$240,310 

V8TTD 4.4 250 

740 

A8 

2360 6.9 - 

8.7 

D 

64 


A 

SD4HSE 

$63,600 

L4TD 

2.2 140 420 

A9 1805 8.9 - 

6.1 

D 

63 


A 

SDV8 A'biog LWB 

$252,110 

V8TTD 4.4 250 

740 

A8 

7.2 - 

8.7 

D 

64 


A 

SD4 HSE Luxury ' 

$66,500 

L4TD 

2.2 140 420 

M6 1785 10.4 - 

6.1 

D 

63 


A 

5.0 SC Vogue SE 

$231,900 

V8S 5.0 375 

625 

A8 

2330 5.4 - 

13.8 

95 

63 


A 

SD4 HSE Luxury 

$69,000 

L4Tb 

2.2 140 420 

■A9 1805 9.9 17.1 

6.1 

D 

63 

08/15 

A 

5.0 SC Vogue SE LWB$238,400 

V8S 5.0 375 

625 

A8 

2413 5.8 - 

13.8 

95 

63 


A 


Baby of the Range 



0 Fantastic looks, premium cabin, lovely ride and refinement - it’s a proper Range Rover 
nn steering lacks precision of X3 ; pricey options; rear visibility; 3dr cost $1500 morel! 

The Pick: Pure Si4 - best-value spec teamed with the sweetest drivetrain of the range 

Pure eD4 

$49,995 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

380 

M6 

1595 

11.2 

- 

5.0 

D 

65 11/12 

F 

Pure eD4 Coupe 

$51,495 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 ' 

‘380 

M6 

1595 

'11.2 

- 

4.9 ' 

D 

65 ‘ 

F 

Pure TD4 

$53,395 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

Pure TD4 

$55,875 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9 

1685 

9.6 

- 

6.0 

D 

65 

A 

Pure TD4 Coupe 

$54,895 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

Pure TD4 Coupe 

$57,375 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9 

1685 

9.6 

- 

5.8 

D 

65 

A 

Pure SD4 

$57,395 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 

- 

5.7 

D 

66 

A 

Pure SD4 

$59,875 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

A9 

1685 

8.5 

- 

6.0 

D 

66 

A 

Pure SD4 Coupe 

$58,895 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 

- 

5.7 ■ 

D 

66 

'a 

Pure SD4 Coupe 

$61,375 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

A9 

1685 

8.5 

- 

5.8 

D 

66 

A 

Pure Si4 

$61,165 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

'340 

A9 

1640 

7.6 

- 

7.8 

95 

66 

A 

Pure Si4 Coupe 

$62,319 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

340 

A9 

1640 

7.6 

- 

7.8 

95 

66 

A 

Dynamic eD4 

$63,815 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

380 

M6 

1595 

11.2 

- 

5.0 

D 

65 

F 

Dynamic eD4 Coupe 

$65,315 

L4TD 

2.2' 

110 ' 

’380 

' M6 ' 

1595 

' li.2 

- 

4.9 

D 

65 

F 

Dynamic TD4 

$67,215 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

Dynamic TD4 

$69,695 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9 

1685 

9.6 

- 

6.0 

D 

65 

A 

Dynamic TD4 Coupe $68,715 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

Dynamic TD4 Coupe $71,195 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9 

1685 

9.6 

- 

5.8 

D 

65 

A 

Dynamic SD4 

$71,215 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 10/11 

A 

Dynamic SD4 

$73,695 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

A9 

1685 

8.5 

- 

6.0 

D 

65 

A 

Dynamic SD4 Coupe $72,715 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 10/11 

A 

Dynamic SD4 Coupe $75,195 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

A9 

1685 

8.5 

- 

5.8 

D 

65 

A 


5.0SC A'biography 
5.0SCA'biog LWB 


$253,110 V8$ 5.0 375 625 A8 2330 5.4 - 13.8 95 63 

$265,010 V8S 5.0 375 625 A8 2413 5.8 - 13.8 95 64 


LDV 



3yr/100, 000km 
w w w.ldvautomotive. com . au 


China's latest budget arrival 
0 More seats than you'll ever need; decent interior presentation; VW-inspired details 
[^Resale question markon this unknown brand; 2.0-litre turbo drinks premium unleaded 
The Pick: The nine-seater has a genuine USP, if carrying people on the cheap is everything 



2.0 165 345 
2.0 165 345 


2057 

2107 


j1.7 

"11.7 


Lexus 


4yr/100, 000km 
www.lexus.com.au 


More appealing than Prius 
0 Lexus quality and efficient hybrid tech in concentrated form 
^Electric steering is disappointing; far from dynamic; clumsy styling; tight backseat 


$37,990 

L4H 

1.8 

O' 

0 

142 

'c 

1465 

10.3 - 

4.1 

95 

53 ‘O6/II 

F 

$46,990 

L4H 

1.8 

100 

142 

C 

1465 

10.3 - 

4.1 

95 

54 

F 

$54,990 

L4H 

1.8 

100 ■ 

142 

C 

1465 

10.3 - 

4.1 

‘95 

55 " 

F 


1 46 ' wheelsmag.com.au 






















-:7 NEW ^ 
:l ARRIVALS 

I New models 
\ for the month j([ 
highlighted ' 


Showroom 



250 Luxury 
250 F-Sport 
250 Sports Luxury 
300h Luxury 
300h F-Sport 
350 Luxury 
350 F-Sport 
350 Sports Luxury 


Takes fight to BMW 

Brilliantly balanced; crisp chassis and steering; excellent quality; likeable Hybrid; value 
iHl Carry-over 2.5-litre V6 is thirsty and coarse, especially compared to the punchy hybrid 
The Pick: While we wait for the new four-pots, 300h Luxury offers unexpected appeal 

$54,000 ~V6 2.5 15^ 252 A6 ~ 8.1 - 9.2 95 57 

$61,973 V6 2.5 153 252 A6 - 8.1 , - .9.2 95 _ 54 



350 Luxury 
350 F-Sport 
350 Sports Luxury 
F 

F Carbon 



$73,610 

V6 

2.5 

153 252 

A6 1645 

8.1 - 9.2 

95 54 


R 

$57,000 

L4H 

2.5 

164 221 

c - 

8.5 - 4.9 

95 58 


R 

$65,000 

L4H 

2.5 

164 221 

C 1720 

^8.5 4.9 

95 58 


R 

$61,973 

V6 

. 3.5 

233 ' 378 

A8 . - 

" 5 . 9 ' - 9.7 

95 57 


R 

$69,610 

V6 

' 3.5 

233 378 

A8 ' - 

6.6 14.6 9.7 

95 57 

09/13 

R 

$81,610 

V6 

3.5 

233 378 

A8 1685 

5.9 - 9.7 

95 57 


R 

{RC 

■ 

Two-door with punch ... and a thirst 



IZT V8 sounds fantastic; great balance; punchy V6 delivers on power; 

styling has presence 

IS Heavy and thirsty for a sporty two-door; on-centre play in steering; 

interior lacks sparkle 

-The Pick: 350 F-Sport- 

much of the F's performance and appearance without the price tag 

$65,610 

V6 

3.5 

233 378 

A8 1680 

6.1 - 9.4 

95 60 


R 

$73,610 

V6 

3.5 

233 378 

A8 - 

6.1 - 9.4 

95 60 


_R 

$85,610 

V6 

3.5 

233 378 

A8 1740 

6.1 - 9.4 

95 60 


R 

$133,110 

VO 

5.0 

351 530 

A8 ’ 1780 

' 4.5 ’ - ' 10 . 9 ' 

98 61 


R 

$147,110 

V8 

5.0 

351 530 

A8 1860 

4.5 - 10.9 

98 61 


R 


Retiree's Lexus returns 
l?f Typical Lexus build quality combined with golf-bag-friendly boot and refined drivetrains 
O Front-drive ES is the antithesis of the sporty IS and GS; smaller boot on hybrid 


300h Luxury 

$60,500 

L4H 

2.5 151 213 

'c 

1685 

‘ 8.5 

- 5.5 

95 

'53 

01/14 

300h Sports Luxury $69,500 

L4H 

2.5 151 213 

C 

1705 

8.5 

5.5 

95 

53 

_ F 

350 Luxury 

$61,973 

V6 

3.5 204 346 

A6 

1630 

7.4 

9.5 

95 

, 


350 Sports Luxury 

$70,610 

V6 

3.5 204 346 

A6 

1665 

7.4 

9.5 

95 

54 

F 


Pleasant, but outclassed 


250 Luxury 

Slick new interior teams with superb drivetrains and much-improved dynamics 
(s) Steering lifeless; handling one-dimensional and hobbled by intrusive ESC 
- The Pick: 350 and 450h go hard, but highlight the chassis’ limitations; 250 is sweet to drive 

$72,110 

V6 

2.5 

154 252 

A6 

1720 8.6 - 9.3 95 49 

R 

250 F-Sport 

$80,110 

V6 

2.5 

154 252 

A6 

1720 8.6 - 9.3 95 49 

R 

300h Luxury 

$75,000 

L4H 

2.5 

164 221 

C 

1820 - ’ - 5.2 ' 95 ’ 51 

' R ^ 

300h F-Sport 

$83,000 

L4H 

2.5 

164 221 

C 

1820 - - 5.2 95 51 12/14 

R 

300h Sports Luxury $98,000 

L4H 

2.5 

164 221 

C 

1820 - - 5.2 95 51 

R 

350 F-Sport 

$95,610 

V6 

3.5 

233 378 

A8 

1740 6.3 14.4 9.7 95 49 08/12 

R 

350 Sports Luxury 

$107,110 

V6 

3.5 

233 378 

A8 

1740 6.0 - 9.7 95 49 

R 

450h F-Sport 

$108,000 

V6H 

3.5 

254 - 

C 

1910 5.9 - 6.3 95 46 07/12 

R 

450h Sports Luxury $119,500 

V6H 

3.5 

254 - 

C 

1910 5.9 - 6.3 95 46 

R 



Smooth-sailing flagship 
Mind-blowing tech ; flawless fit and finish ; eerily-quiet cabin; silky eight-speed auto 
0 Doesn’t sound like a V8 until you get stuck into it; lacks personality 
The Pick: 600hL - uninspiring, but a 7 Series with this much kit would cost your first-born 


460 F-Sport 
460 Sports Luxury 
600h F-Sport 
600hL 4-seat 
600hL 5-seat 



200t Luxury 
300h Luxury 
200t Luxury 
300h Luxury 
200t F-Sport 
300h F-Sport 
200t Sports Luxury 


$182,610 

V8 

4.6 

285 

493 

A8 

2020 5.9 


10.7 

95 ' 

45 

R 

$187,610 

V8 

4.6 

285 

493 

A8 

2080 5.9 

- 

10.7 

95 

45 ' 

R 

$210,110 

V8H 

5.0 

290 

520 

A8 

2340 5.7 

- 

8.6 

95 

42 

R 

$250,610 

V8H 

5.0 

290 

520 

A8 


- 

' 8.6 

’95 

42 

R 

$240,610 

V8H 

5.0 

290 

520 

A8 


- 

8.6 

95 

42 

R 

[NX 

■ 

Goes better than it looks 





1 0 Eye-catching (if polarising) design; quality interior; punchy turbo-petrol four-cylinder 

J [x] A 2005 RAV4 in drag, with packaging compromises; smaller than its rivals 

The Pick: New 2.0-litre turbo brings better performance, with F-Sport the sharpest 

$52,500 

L4T 

2.0 

175 

350 

A6 

1700 7.3 

- 

7.7 

95 

65 

F 

$55,000 

L4H 

2.5 

147 

210 

C 

174 0 9.1 

- 

5.6 

95 

“65 

F 

$57,000 

L4T 

2.0 

175 

350 

A6 

1755 7.1 

- 

7.9 

95 

64 

A 

$59,500 

L4H 

2.5 

147 

210 

C 

1800 9.1 


5.7 

95 

64 

A 

$63,127 

L4T 

2.0 

175 

350 

A6 

1755 7.1 


7.9 

95 

62 

A 

$66,000 

L4H 

2.5 

147 

210 

C 

1800 8.9 

16.4 

5.7 

95 

62 08/15 

A 

' $72,110 

L4T 

2.0 

175 

350 

A6 ~ 

1860 7.1 

^ 

7.9 

95 

62 

a“ 

y $75,000 

L4H 

2.5 

147 

210 

C 

1895 9.1 

- 

5.7 

95 

62 

A 


Sharper nose, sharper F-Sport variants 



Feels well put together; silky V6; bombarded with equipment 
[x] It’s heavy and quite old; ageing interior; front-drive four-cylinder RX270 bloody slow 



The Pick: 450h IS quick. 

yet sips like a hatchback, but the petrol V6s 

are better to drive 


270 

$64,110 

L4 

2.7 

138 

252 

A6 

1950 11.0 

- 

9.7 

91 

55 

F 

350 Luxury 

$73,110 

V6 

3.5 

204 

346 

A6 

2085 8.0 

- 

10.8 

95 

68 

A 

350 F-Sport 

$81,110 

V6 

3.5 

204 

346 

A6 

2085 8.0 

- 

10.8 

95 

68 

A 

350 Sports Luxury 

$89,610 

V6 

3.5 

204 

346 

A6 

2085 8.0 

- 

10.8 

95 

70 

A 

450h Luxury 

$80,000 

V6H 

3.5 

220 

317 

C 

2205 7.8 

- 

6.3 

95 

56 

A 

450h F-Sport 

$87,000 

V6H 

3.5 

220 

317 

C 

2205 7.8 

- 

6.3 

95 

56 

A 

450h Sports Luxury $97,000 

V6H 

3.5 

220 

317 

C 

2205 7.8 

- 

6.3 

95 

56 

A 



LandCruiser with Lexus kit and thirsty V8 
Clever suspension and crawl-control broaden LX’s skill set; bigger V8 and six-speed auto 
IS Massive, truck-like to drive; no diesel option; expensive 
The Pick: A LandCruiser Sahara - better value, diesel engine and same off-road ability 

$134,310 V8 5.7^0 530 A6^ 2750 7.8 - 14.8 95 56 09/11 


Lotus 



2yr/unlimited 

www.lotuscars.com.au 


Fast and fun, but wildly impractical 
^ Cool looks; telepathic steering (at speed); suspension and brakes a joy (at speed) 
[ZlCramped and noisy for day-to-day driving ; definitely intended as a track-day weapon 



$74,990 

L4 

1.6 100 

160 

M6 

876 

6.5 - 

6.3 

‘ 91 

60 

R 

$74,990 

L4 

1.6 100 

160 

M6 

852 

6.5 - 

6.3 

91 

60 

R 

$84,990 

L4S 

1.8 163' 

250 

M6 

880 

4.6 - 

7.5 

95 

6f 

R 

$84,990 

L4S 

1.8 163 

250 

M6 

880 

4.6 - 

7.5 

95 

61 

R 

1 Exige 

1 “ 

Race car for the road 





0 Blown Toyota V6 gives the Exige the performance to match its brilliant handling 

1 [EtNot for claustrophobes, or conservatives, or anyone into the tactility of interior plastics 
The Pick: Go the Roadster - it’s a proper sports car and getting in with the roof down is easier 

$132,990 

V6S 

3.5 258 

400 

M6 

1176 

4.0 - 

10.1 

95 

61 

R 

$137,990 

V6S 

‘ 3.5 258 

400 

A_6 

1182 

3.9 - 

,10.1 _ 

95 

61 _ 

R ’ 

$132,990 

V6S 

3.5 258 

400 

M6 

1166 

4.0 - 

10.1 

95 

53 

R 

$137,990 

V6S 

3.5 258 

400 

A6 ’ 

1172 

3.9 - 

10.1 

95 

'53 

R 

J Evora 

1 ^ 

Chassis smarts now with blown brawn 



- ^ Exotic looks; individual appeal ; one of the best chassis' on the planet 

Start ticking options and price can soar to $200K; a Porsche is a smarter bet 
The Pick: Brilliant dynamics, but $200K is second-hand Carrera S money... 

$152,990 V6$ ^ 3.5 258'400 M6 1437 4.8 - 9.1 95 54 

$161,990 V6$ 3.5 258 400 A6 1491 5.0 - 9.7 95 54 


Maserati 


3yr/unlimited 

www.maserati.com.au 


Diesel 


Look out, Germany! 

Finally, a talented, beautiful and fast Italian alternative to the default German luxo sedans 
IE] Heavy; misses out on active safety tech of German rivals; classic V8 sound is no longer 
The Pick: Sur ely the thr oaty G hibli S, thou gh th e thrifty Diesel offers tem pting v alue 

$138,900 V6Td" 3.0 600 A8 T835 6.3 - 5.9 D 51 R 


S 

$169,900 V6TT 

3.0 301 

550 A8 

1810 ' 5.0 - 10l4’98 

'50 R 


1 Quattroportel 

1 ^^ iixn style at its finest 

.UMl 

[Zl Brilliant chassis balance; twin-turbo V6 a decent replacement for the previous V8 
lEI New engines sound dull compared with throaty old V8; Chrysler cabin bits; ride flaws 

The Pick: GTS remains the pinnacle of Italian luxury motoring 

Turbo Diesel 

S 

GTS 

$198,800 V6TD 

3.0 202 

600 A8 

1885 6.4 - 6.2 D 

50 10/14 R 

$240,000 V6TT 

3.0 301" 

550 'A8 ' 

1860 5.1 - 10.4 95 

“49 “06/14 “R 

$319,800 V8TT 

3.8 390 

650 A8 

1900 4.7 - 11.8 98 

49 03/14 R 



GranTurism 


ij~rhe name says it all 

0 Supremely capable grand tourer; useful rear-seat; oozes style and character 
[ZlBase version lacks dynamic resolve beyond eight-tenths and needs more grunt 
The Pick: Stradale blends Italian-supermodel flair with a soundtrack to die (or kill) for 

$295,000 V8~ 4.7 338' 520 A6 1880' 4.8 - 14.3 95 48 

$319,000 \/8 4.7 338 520 A6 1880 4.7 - 14.5 95 48 


$345,000 V8 


GranCabrio 


4.7 338 520 S6 1880 4.5 - 15.4 98 48 

Italian V8 symphony, amplified 



^ 0 Cloth lid doesn’t add too much extra weight; glorious flood of V8 decibels with roof down 
v \E1 Expensive and doesn’t look great roof-up; dynamics still more cruiser than bruiser 

The Pick: An Italian supermodel with her top off? Hell, yeah... 

$328,000 V8 

4.7 323 

490 A6 

1980 4.8 - 

15.2 95 

50 

R 

$338,000 V8 

4.7 331 

510 S6 

1980 4.7 - 

14.5 95 

50 

R 

$355,000 V8 

4.7 338 

520 S6 

1973 4.5 - 

14.5 95 

49 

R 


Mazda 


3yr/unlimited 

www.mazda.com.au 


The baby's all grown up... 

Sensational manual gearshift; stunning engine tractability; classy dash; fun handling 
[x}Steering should be sharper off-centre; road noise could be reduced; firm ride 
The Pick: Maxx manual hatch with red trim option and extra safety kit - a superb little car 



$14,990 L4 1.5 79 139 M6 1025 


5.4 91 79 


$16,990 L4 


1.5 79 139 A6 1043 10.7 17.5 5.5 91 79 03/15 F 


$14,990 L4 1.5 79 139 M6 1035 


5.4 91 


$16,990 L4 1.5 79 139 A6 1059 


5.5 91 


10/15 


$17,690 

L4 

1.5 

81 

141 

M6 

1035 - 

- 

5.2 

91 

77 

F 

$19,690 

L4 

1.5 

81 

'141 

A6 

1047 - 

- 

4.9 

91 

77 

F 

'$17,690 

L4 

1.5 

81 

141 

M6 

1045 - 

- 

5.2 

91 


F ' 

^19,690 

L4 

1.5 

81 

141 

A6 

1060 - 

- 

4.9 

91 


F 

$20,690' 

L4 

1 . 5 ' 

81 

141' 

M6' 

1035 - 

- 

' 5 . 2 ' 

91 

16 

f" 

$22,690 

L4 

1.5 

81 

141 

A6 

1047 - 

- 

4.9 

91 

76 10/14 

F 


Popular appeal 

[71 Stylish and well-built; dynamics great when pushed to the limit; SP25's grunt and value 
[SRide and refinement still can’t match Golf; 2.0-litre lacks bottom-end torque 
The Pick: The SP25 GT manual - a fun, cool, sharp-handling, nicely kitted sporty hatch 


2.0 114 200 M6 1271 9.2 
■ 2.0 114 ‘200 A6 1305 - 


16.5 5.9 9J^ 64 03/14 F 

5.8 91 64 F 
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MAZDA - MERCEDES-BENZ 








Eng 

Eng 




Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuel 


Resale 

Issue 



Price 

type 

size 

Power 

Torgue 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

Neo sedan 

$20,490 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

M6 

1267 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

65 


F 

Neo sedan 

$22,490 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

A6 

1301 

- 

- 

5.7 

91 

65 


F 

Maxx hatch 

$22,390 

L4 

2.0 

114 

'200 

M6 

1266 

- 

- 

5.9 

91 

65 


F 

Maxx hatch 

$24,390 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

A6 

1300 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

65 


F 

Maxx sedan 

$22,390 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

M6 

1262 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

66 


F 

Maxx sedan 

$24,390 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

A6 

1296 

- 

- 

5.7 

91 

66 


F 

Touring hatch 

$24,790 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

M6 

1271 

- 

- 

5.9 

91 

65 


F 

Touring hatch 

$26,790 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

A6 

1304 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

65 


F 

Touring sedan 

$24,790 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

M6 

1266 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

65 


F 

Touring sedan 

$26,790 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

A6 

1300 

- 

- 

5.7 

91 

65 


F 

SP25 hatch 

$25,190 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

M6 

1308 

7.9 

15.5 

6.5 

91 

66 

11/14 

F 

SP25 hatch 

$27,190 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1339 

- 

- 

6.1 

91 

66 


F 

SP25 sedan 

$25,190 

.L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

M6 

1302 

- 

- 

6.5 

91 

66 


F 

SP25 sedan 

$27,190 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1334 

- 

- 

6.0 

91 

66 


F 

SP25GT hatch 

$29,790 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

M6 

1325 

- 

- 

6.5 

91 

65 


F 

SP25GT hatch 

$31,790 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1357 

7.9 

15.7 

6.1 

91 

65 

03/14 

F 

SP25GT sedan 

$29,790 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

M6 

1320 

- 

- 

6.5 

91 

65 

03/14 

F 

SP25GT sedan 

$31,790 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1351 

- 

- 

6.0 

91 

65 


F 

SP25Astina hatch 

$35,040 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

M6 

1342 

- 

- 

6.5 

91 

64 


F 

SP25Astina hatch 

$37,040 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1373 

- 

- 

6.1 

91 

64 


F 

SP25 Astina sedan 

$35,040 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

M6 

1336 

- 

- 

6.5 

91 

64 


F 

SP25Astina sedan 

$37,040 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1368 

- 

- 

6.0 

91 

64 


F 

XD Astina hatch 

$39,290 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

M6 

1448 

7.7 

- 

5 

D 


11/14 

F 

XD Astina hatch 

$41,290 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

A6 

1465 

8.4 

- 

5 

D 



F 



Style and (subdued) sports 
Looks good and handles well; stunning diesel; great economy; vastly improved interior 
[H)l9s spoii the ride a bit; shailow boot in sedan; dynamicaiiy not quite a match for Mondeo 
The Pick: A wagon - any of ’em - due to its smarter packaging and athietic styie 


$32,540 L4 


2.5 138 250 A6 1462 8.2 


6.6 91 56 03/13 F 


$33,840 L4 


2.5 138 250 A6 1484 8.2 - 6.6 91 63 


1.5 Roadster 
1.5 Roadster 
1.5 Roadster GT 
1.5 Roadster GT 
2.0 Roadster 
2.0 Roadster 
2.0 Roadster GT 
2.0 Roadster GT 



$37,280 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1471 

7.6 

15.5 

6.6 

91 

62 

02/15 

F 

$40,480 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

A6 

1541 

8.4 

- 

5.4 

D 

62 


F _ 

$38,580 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1494 

8.2 

15.9 

6.6 

91 

62 

04/14 

F 

$41,780 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

A6 

1561 

8.4 

- 

5.4 

D 

62 


F 

$42,720 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1501 

8.2 

- 

6.6 

91 

62 


F 

$45,920 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

A6 

1571 

8.4 

- 

5.4 

D 

61 


F 

$44,020 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1524 

8.2 

- 

6.6 

91 

62 


F 

$47,220 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

A6 

1591 

8.2 

16.1 

8.4 

D 

61 

07/15 

F 

$46,420 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1503 

8.2 

- 

6.6 

91 

60 

04/15 

F 

$49,620 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

A6 

1573 

8.4 

- 

5.4 

D 

60 


F 

$47,720 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1626 

8.2 

- 

6.6 

91 

60 


F 

$50,920 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

A6 

1594 

8.5 

- 

6.0 

D 

60 


F 

1 MX-5 

■ 

Join the gueue 


■ 





.1 

0 All-new MX-5 channels original NA's simplicity; great steering and grip; zippy 1.5 
\E\ No steering reach adjustment; engine note not as sweet and busier ride of the 2.0-iiti 
The Pick: The big biock's punch is tempting but 1.5 is the go, with a manuai 'box 

^e 

$31,990 

L4 

1.5 

96 

150 

M6 

1009 

8.3 

- 

6.1 

95 


09/15 

~Y~ 

$33,990 

L4 

1.5 

96 

150 

A6 

1032 

8.3 

- 

6.4 

95 



R 

$37,990 

L4 

1.5 

96 

150 

M6 

1009 

8.3 

- 

6.1 

95 



R 

$39,990 

L4 

1.5 

96 

150 

A6 

■ 1032 

8.3 

- 

6.4 

95 



R 

$34,490 

L4 

' 2.0 

118 

200 ' 

"m6 

'1033 

' 7.3 

- 

6.9 

' 95 ' 



R 

$36,490 

L4 

2.0 

118 

200 

A6 

1057 

7.3 

- 

7.1 

95 



R 

$39,550 

L4 

2.0 

118 

200 

M6 

1033 

7.3 

- 

6.9 

95 


09/15 

R 

$41,550 

L4 

2.0 

118 

200 

A6 

1057 

7.3 

- 

7.1 

95 



R 


Big range, with sweet spots 


Neo 

Neo 

Maxx 

Maxx 

Maxx Diesel 

MaxxAWD 

sTouring 

sTouring 

sTouring AWD 

sTouring AWD Dies 

Akari 

Akari 

Akari AWD 
Akari AWD Diesel 


MaxxFWD 

MaxxFWD 

Maxx 

Maxx Sport FWD 
Maxx Sport 
Maxx Sport 
Grand Touring 


j Striking styiing; broad model range; AWD’s balanced and involving chassis; cool factor 
j [x] Front-drive diesel misses the dynamic mark; noisy petrol engine; rear-seat side vision 
• The Pick: Either an sTouring or Akari petrol manual, or one of the great-handling AWDs 

$19,990 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

M6 

1193 

- 

6.3 

91 

67 


F 

$21,990 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

A6 

1226 

- 

6.1 

91 

67 


F 

$22,390 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

M6 

1193 

- 

6.3 

91 

66 


F 

$24,390 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

A6 

1226 

- 

6.1 

91 

66 


F 

$26,790 

L4TD 

1.5 

77 

270 

A6 

1262 

- 

4.8 

D 

65 

05/15 

F 

$26,390 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

A6 

1294 

- 

6.7 

91 

65 


A ■ 

$26,990 

L4 

2.0 

109 

'l92 

M6 

1193 

- 

6.3 

91 

64 

05/15 

F 

$28,990 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

A6 

1226 

8.9 

16.4 6.1 

91 

65 

05/15 

F 

$30,990 

L4 

2.0 

]09^ 

192 

A6 

1294 

- 

6.7 

91 

64 

A ^ 

1 $33,390 

L4TD 

1.5 

77 

270 

A6 

1356 

- 

5.1 

D 

64 

A 

$31,290 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

M6 

1219 

- 

6.3 

91 

65 

F 

$33,290 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

A6 

1252 

- 

6.1 

91 

65 

F 

$35,290 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

A6 

1332 

- 

6.7 

91 

64 

05/15 

A 

$37,690 

L4TD 

1.5 

77 

270 

A6 

1368 

- 

5.1 

D 

64 

A 


Class-leading compact SUV 


., 0 Excellent dynamics (and not just for an SUV); well-packaged cabin; drivetrain efficiency 
■ 02.0 petrol needs revs to perform; no rear-seat air vents; steering freeze under load 

The Pick: Diesel Maxx Sport is one of the best compact SUVs on-sale in Australia 

$27,190 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

M6 

1443 - 

6.4 

91 

69 

F 

$29,190 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

A6 

1475 - 

6.4 

91 

69 

F 

$32,190 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1556 - 

7.4 

91 

68 

A 

$32,790 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

A6 

1482 - 

6.4 

91 

68 

F 

$35,790 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1559 9.3 

16.7 7.4 

91 

68 08/14 

A 

$38,990 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

A6 

1633 8.0 

15.8 5.7 

D 

67 06/12 

A 

$43,390 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1612 - 

7.4 

91 

70 03/15 

A 


Grand Touring 

Akera 

Akera 



Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size Power 

Torque Trans. 

Kerb 0-100 0-400 Fuel 
weight km/h metres cons. 

RON 

Resale 

% 

Issue 

tested 

Drive 

$46,590 

L4TTD 

2.2 129 

420 A6 

1685 - - 5.7 

~D~ 


06/13 

~A~ 

$47,410 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 A6 

1614 - - 7.4 

91 

69 


A 

$50,610 

L4TTD 

2.2 129 

420 A6 

1687 - - 5.7 

D 

69 

03/15 

A 

|CX-9 

1 Seven-seat SUV has extra room to zoom 




H Disciplined handling; stacks of space, even in third row; silken drivetrain 

H IZl Sharp-edged imperfections jar through firm suspension and low-profile rubber 
• The Pick: New $44K front-drive Classic has its eye on Territory and Kluger 

$43,770 

V6 

3.7 204 

366 A6 

1939 - - 11.0 

91 

63 


F 

b2,080 

V6 

3.7 204 

366 A6 

1966 - - 11.0 

91 

65 

10/11 

F 

$56,505 

V6 

3.7 204 

366 A6 

2070 8.5 16.2 11.3 

91 

64 

04/08 

A 

$61,680 

V6 

3.7 204 

366 A6 

2086 8.5 - 11.3 

91 

65 


A 


McLaren 


3yr/unlimited 

cars.mclaren.com 


Even better than 12C 

I [^ Same brutal twin-turbo V8 as 12C, with supposediy even finer ride, handiing and steering 
tSlArguabiy not as pretty as the 12C; we're yet to drive it iocaiiy but a road test is coming! 

The Pick: Aiways the coupe, for its purity and greater sporting focus 

$459,250 V8TT 3.8 478 678 S7 1330 3.0 10.5 11.7 98 61 ^ 

$505,750 V8TT 3.8 478 678 S7 1370 3.0 10.5 11.7 98 61 R 



Mercedes-Benz 


3yr/unlimited 

www.mercedes- 

benz.com.au 



Baby Benz goes hipster 



1 0 It may be conventional, but here’s an A-Class with some youth - and driver - appeal 

1 [Kl Lacks clever packaging of old As; no manuals for Oz; harsh ride may drive you nuts 
" - The Pick: A250 Sport is terrific, though if you can stretch to the ballistic A45, do it! 

$35,900 

L4T 

1.6 90 ^ 

200 

$7 

1320 

9.1 

5.8 

^ 95 

^ 56 


F _ 

$41,800 

L4T 

1.6 115 

250 

S7 

1320 

^.3 

6.1 

95 

53 


F 

$42,300 

L4TD 

1.8 100 

300 

S7 

1400 

9.2 

4.6 

D 

56 


F 

$51,000 

L4T 

2.0 155 

350 

$7 

1370 

6.6 

6.6 

95 

56 

04/13 

F 

$75,800 

L4T 

2.0 265 

450 

S7 

1480 

4.4 

12.6 6.9 

98 

64 

09/13 

A 


. City almost meets country 

^ Think of it as a siightiy iarger, comf ier, more practicai A-Ciass - we actuaiiy iike it more 
® Not a proper SUV by any means, with tight rear seat room ; turbo-diesei a bit gruff 
- The Pick: TheGLA250 4matic is a superb jacked-up driver's hatch 


$48,300 L4TD 2.1 100 300 $7 1460 9.9 
$58,600 L4T 2.0 155 350 $7 1430 7.1 


4.6 D 61 05/14 F 
7.0 95 61 A 


$80,430 

L4T 

2.0 265 450 S7 

1510 4.8 - 

7.6 

98 62 12/14 A 


1/. A-Class grows a tail 



i 0 Frameless doors give it a coupe feel; uprated interiors of non-AMG CLAs; boot space 

1 [Kl Tight rear headroom; uncomfortable backseat; trim rattles; price premium over A-Class 
' The Pick: CLA200 is pleasant, though 250 Sport is punchier, while AMG is mega-fun 

$50,900 

L4T 

1.6 115 

250 S7 

1355 8.5 - 

5.7 

95 60 12/13 F 

$52,400 

L4T 

1.6 115 

250 S7 

1385 


95 60 F 

$51,400 

L4TD 

2.1 100 

300 S7 

1525 9.8 - 

4.0 

D 54 F 


CLA200 

CLA200S-Brake 
CLA200CDI 

CLA200 GDI S-Brake $52,900 L4TD 2.1 100 300 S7 1555 




more boot 


MAZDA has added a booted 
version of the 2 (detailed on p48), 
in conjunction with a mild tweak 
of the range. 

All 2s now feature rear parking 
sensors and all but the base 
Neo have a reversing camera. 

But the Neo does pick up cruise 
control. The Maxx scores the MZD 
Connect colour screen previously 


reserved for the Genki, while 
Genki picks up LED headlights 
with running lights. 

The 2 sedan will only be 
available in Neo and Maxx 
grades, the latter getting a 
different engine tune for an extra 
2kW/2Nm. Maxx and Genki prices 
have increased by $700 while the 
base Neo remains unchanged. 
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-r NEW r 
/ ARRIVALS \ 

I New models j 
\ for the month / 
\ highlighted J 


Showroom 


CLA250 Sport 
CLA250 Sport S-B 
CLA45AMG 



Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size Power 

Torgue Trans. 

Kerb 

weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

Fuel 

RON 

Resale 

% 

Issue 

tested 

Drive 

$64,900 

L4T 

2.0 155 

350 S7 

1405 

6.7 


6.1 

“ 95 “ 

“60" 


~ 

$66,400 

L4T 

2.0 155 

350 S7 

1435 


- 


95 

60 


A 

$88,400 

L4T 

2.0 265 

450 57 

1510 

4.6 

12.8 

7.0 

98 

59 

07/14 

A 

( $89,510 

L4T 

2.0 265 

450 57 

1540 

4.7 

- 


98 

59 

05/15 

A 

[ B-Class 

M' 

Still not guite A-grade 







^ Spacious mini-MPV now with quality and class; competitive drivetrains; grippy 4matic 
\E1 Jiggly ride quality on standard run-flat tyres; slightly odd styling; uninspiring dynamics 
The Pick: A reasonable effort, but ride quality lets it down. Try a BMW 2 Active Tourer 

$41,400 

L4T 

1.6 90 

200 57 

1425 

9.1 

- 

5.5 

95 

55 


F 

$47,400 

L4T 

1.6 115 

250 57 

1425 

8.6 

- 

5.5 

95 

50 

06/12 

F 

$47,900 

L4TD 

2.1 100 

300 57 

1505 

9.8 

- 

4.2 

D 

54 

06/12 

F 

$54,200 

L4T 

2.0 155 

350 57 

1505 

6.7 

- 

6.8 

95 

54 


A 


S-Class goes compact 


C200 

C200 Estate 
C200d BlueTEC 
C200d BlueTEC Est. 
C250 

C250 Estate 
C250d BlueTEC 
C250d BlueTEC Est. 
C300 BlueTEC Hyb. 
C63AMCS 
C63AMCS Estate 


13 Aerodynamic style; punchy petrol engines; superb cabin; fine dynamics; stonking AMG 
' \E1 Rear seat comfort not great; coil-sprung models don’t ride like the Airmatic versions 

The Pick: C250 with optional Airmatic for practical types; either AMG for petrolheads 

$60,900 

L4T 

2.0 

135 

300 

A7 

1465 7.7 

15.4 

6.0 

95 

60 

10/15 

R 

$63,400 

L4T 

2.0 

135 

300 

A7 

1525 7.5 

- 

6.2 

95 

60 


R 

$62,400 

L4TD 

1.6 

100 

300 

A7 

1505 10.2 

- 

- 

D 

' 60 


R 

$64,900 

L4TD 

1.6 

100 

300 

A7 

1580 10.6 

- 

- 

D 

60 


R 

$68,900 

L4T 

2.0 

155 

350 

A7 

1480 6.7 

14.8 

6.0 

95 

60 

12/14 

R 

$71,400 

_L4T 

2.0 

155 _ 

350 

A7 

1545 6.8 

- 

6.9 

95 

60 

10/14 

R 

$70,400 

l4TD 

2.1 

150’ 

500 

' A7 

1595 6.6 

- 

4.5 

D 

60 


R 

$72,900 

L4TD 

2.1 

150 

500 

A7 

1660 6.9 

- 

4.8 

D 

60 


R 

$74,900 

L4TDH 

2.1 

150 

500 

A7 

6.4 

- 

4.0 

D 

59 


R 

$154,510 

V8TT 

4.0 

375 

700 

A7 

1580 4.0 

- 

8.6 

95 

59 

04/15 

R 

$157,010 

V8TT 

4.0 

375 

700 

A7 

1650 4.1 

- 

8.7 

95 

59 

10/15 

R 


Style and substance 
‘ 1^ Similar-to-sedan pricing; briiiiant steering and ride quaiity; strong engines 
^ [El Not as pin-sharp in the bends as 4 Series Coupe; iooks too much iike a two-door sedan 
» The Pick: C63 coupe is one of the truiy great AMGs, but even the C180 is a sweetheart 


CISC 

C250 

C250CDI 

C350 

C63 



SLK200 
SLK200 
SLK250 
SLK350 
SLK55 AMC 


$59,900 

L4T 

1.6 115 

250 

A7 

1505' 

8.5 

6.3 

'95 

61 

01/12 

R 

$70,900 

L4T 

1.8 150 

310 

A7 

1550 

7.2 

6.9 

95 

60 

08/11 

R 

$72,900 

L4TD 

2.2 150 

500 

A7 

1660 

7.5 

15.5 5.1 

D 

61 

05/14 

R 

$99,040 

V6 

3.5 225 

370 

A7 


6.0 

7.9 

95 

61 


R 

$159,110 

V8 

6.2 373 

610 

A7 

1730 

4.1 

12.1 12.1 

98 

60 

09/14 

R 

ISLK 

■ 

Roadster lets Its hair down 

- 

■ 



1 Cruisy character remains, but with lovely new direct injection V6 and frugal V8 

1 \E\ Clumsy transmission and abrupt ESC are out of sync; poor ride 
* The Pick: SLK200 is a simple, sweet around-town tool; AMG only works on racetracks 

$87,200 

L4T 

1.8 135 

270 

M6 

1435 

7.3 

6.8 

95 

56 

R 

$87,200 

L4T 

1.8 135 

270 

A7 

1470 

7.0 

6.9 

95 

56 

05/11 

R 

$96,500 

L4T 

1.8 150 

310 

A7 

1500 

6.6 

7.0 

95 

57 

R 

$125,400 

V6 

3.5 225 

370 

A7 

1540 

5.6 

8.3 

95 

52 

01/12 

R 

$162,400 

V8 

5.5 310 

540 

A7 

1610 

4.6 

12.6 8.5 

98 

55 

10/12 

R 


More than just a new set of hips 



Mild facelift hides lots of new tech, including brilliant E300 Hybrid and supersonic E63 S 
(El E500 discontinued, as is E63 wagon; twin-turbo V6 is hugely effective, but it’s still no V8 
The Pick: E300 Hybrid is tomorrow’s sedan, today; E63 S is an old-school hot-rod 

E200 

$80,400 

L4T 

2.0 135 

300 

A7 

1580 

8.2 

- 

6.4 

95 

55 

R 

E200 Estate 

$87,900 

L4T 

2.0 135 

300 

A7 

1660 

8.3 

- 

6.7 

95 

55 

R 

E220CDI 

$82,900 

L4TD 

2.1 125 

400 

A7 

1660 

8.4 

- 

4.9 

D 

59 

R 

E250 

$96,900 

L4T 

2.0 155 

350 

A7 

1605 

7.4 

- 

6.4 

95 

57 

R 

E250CDI 

$99,400 

L4TD 

2.1 150 

500 

A7 

1700 

7.5 

- 

4.9 

D 

58 

R 

E250CDI Estate 

$107,900 

L4TD 

2.1 150 

500 

A7 

1810 

7.8 

- 

5.1 

D 

58 

R 

E300 Hybrid 

$109,400 

L4TDH 

2.1 150 

500 

A7 

1845 

7.5 

- 

4.3 

D 

56 09/13 

R 

E400 

$129,040 

V6TT 

3.0 245 

480 

A7 

1710 

5.3 

- 

7.6 

95 

56 

R 

E400 Estate 

$138,510 

V6TT 

3.0 245 

480 

A7 

' 18 IO 

5.4 

- 

8.0 

95 

56 

R 

E63AMGS 

$250,540 

V8TT 

5.5 430 

800 

A7 

1795 

4.3 

12.2 

10.0 

98 

48 09/13 

R 



E200 

E250 

E250CDI 

E400 


E-Class Coupe 


Revamped and refined 
0 New E200 entry coupe means you can now get into a two-door E-ciass for under $80K 
\E1 Buiit for touring, not apex hunting ; manuai transmission avaiiabiiity wouid be nice 
The Pick: Aii are sophisticated grand tourers, but we iike the E400 and its twin-turbo V6 

$80,900 'l4T " 2.0135 ^300 A7 1540" 7.8 - 6.0^95 55 R 


$97,700 L4T 2.0 155 350 A7 1560 7.1 


6.0 95 56 



E200 

E250 

E400 


$99,900 L4TD 2.1 150 500 A7 1660 7.3 - 

4.7 

D 58 

R 

$130,510 V6TT 3.0 245 480 A7 1650 5.2 - 

7.5 

95 57 

R 


Airscarf- and Aircap-equipped for top-down winter warmth ; terrific top-up ref inemer 
E No rip-snorting V8 in the line-up any more; it’s a Benz for cruisers, not drivers 

The Pick: As in the Coupe, the E400 is hard to go past if you like convertibles 

It 

$89,900 L4T 2.0 135 300 A7 1660 8.2 - 

6.5 

95 55 

R 

$107,700 L4T 2.0 155 350 A7 1690 7.5 - 

6.5 

95 58 

R 

$144,510 V6TT 3.0 245 480 A7 1770 5.3 - 

7.7 

95 57 

R 


Still the most credible four-door coupe 


CLS400 

CLS500 


i still-pretty looks; lovely cabin ; brilliant steering and Airmatic ride (even on CLS63 AMG) 

■ E Petrol V6 can’t match the oiler; CLS63 AMG will never return 10L/100km; only seats four 
The Pick: 350 CDI over an A7 3.0 TDI ; storming AMG a coin-toss away from Jaguar XFR 

$114,900 

L4TD 

2.1 150 

500 A7 1710 7.5 - 

5.4 

D 52 

R 

ce$124,900 

L4TD 

2.1 150 

500 A7 1790 7.8 - 

5.6 

D 52 

R 

$139,510 

V6TT 

3.0 245 

480 A7 1815 

7.8 

95 46 

R 

$169,510 

V8TT 

4.7 300 

600 A9 1815 

6.8 

95 46 

R 


CLS500S-Brake 

CLS63AMGS 


$179,510 V8TT 4.7 300 600 A9 1815 


8.9 95 46 



$249,510 V8TT 5.5 430 800 A7 1795 4.3 12 ^ 10.0 98 48 lOM R 

Arguably the world's best sedan 

Incredible combination of agiiity, ride comfort and siience; superb seats; keen steering 
[ElSome trim combinations are putrid - money can't buy taste; expensive 
The Pick: The SWB S500 with 20-inch wheeis because the briiiiant ride stiii works 


S300hBlueTec Hybrid 

S350d BlueTec 

S350d L BlueTec 

S400L 

S500 

S500L 

S600L 

S600 Maybach 
S63AMG 
S63AMGL 
S65AMGL 


$196,500 L4TDH 2.1 150 500 A7 2015 7.6 


4.5 D 51 08/14 R 


$216,700 V6TD 3.0 190 620 A7 1880 6.8 


6.0 D 55 02/14 R 



$224,200 

V6TD 

3.0 190 

620 

A7 

1900 

6.8 - 

6.0 

D 

55 


R 

$230,910 

V6TT 

3.0 245 

480 

A7 

1920 

5.3 - 

7.9 

95 

51 


R 

$286,210 

V8TT 

4.7 335 

700 

A7 

1920 

4.8 - 

9.2 

95 

53 

02/14 

R 

$311,410 

V8TT 

4.7 335 

700 

A7 

1940 

4.8 - 

9.2 

95 

53 

09/13 

R 

$417,110 

V8TT 

6.0 390 

830 

A7 

2110 

4.6 - 

11.3 

98 

46 


R 

$448,610 

V12TT 

6.0 390 

830 

A7 

2260 

5.0 - 

11.7 

98 

46 


R 

$386,910 

V8TT 

5.5 430 

900 

A7 

1970 

4.0 - 

10.2 

98 

51 

11/13 

R 

$399,610 

V8TT 

5.5 430 

900 

A7 

2095 

4.5 - 

10.2 

98 

51 


R 

$489,610 

V12TT 

6.0 463 

1000 

A7 

2175 

4.3 - 

11.9 

98 

48 


R 

Two-door German Dowerhaus 

New generation gets big lift in interior presentation; nine-speed debut for base V8 

E Pricing, plus the cost of rear tyres, and probably insurance; and is the V12 worth it? 

The Pick: New twin-turbo V8s promise better economy with still-brilliant performance 

$318,610 

V8TT 

4.7 335 700 

A9 

1955 

4.6 - 

8.6 

95 

53 

R 

$408,610 

V8TT 

5.5 430 900 

A7 

1995 

4.2 - 

10.2 

98 

51 

R 

$498,610 

V12TT 

6.0 463 1000 

A7 

2110 

4.1 - 

12.0 

98 

48 

R 




ISL 

Sports luxury, maybe. Not light 


1 Updated SL scores a twin-turbo V6, joining an existing suite of superb engines 

1 ELooks odd from some angles; it’s still heavy, thirsty, and not exactly dynamic 
• The Pick: Deploy the 900Nm SL63 or lOOONm SL65 for the full SL effect 

$228,610 V6TT 

3.0 245 480 A7 1685 - 7.8 95 48 

R 

$311,610 V8TT 

4.7 320 700 A7 1785 4.6 - 9.4 95 51 10/12 

R 

$398,610 V8TT 

5.5 430 900 A7 1856 4.3 - 10.2 98 51 

R 

$480,610 V12TT 

6.0 463 1000 A7 1950 4.0 - 11.7 98 53 

R 


All grand, more sport than tourer 


1 Brilliant new twin-turbo V8; fantastic sound; arresting styling; cohesive chassis; drama 

1 ESome ergonomic issues inside cabin ; Australia won’t see the more affordable base GT 
' ® The Pick: Well, there’s only one of them, and it’s a shedload better than the polarising SLS 

$294,610 V8TT 

4.0 375 650 A7 1495 3.8 - 9.4 98 58 09/15 

R 


New name, familiar body 


1 0 Superb V6 diesel; premium cabin; decent ride quality; frugal for its size; beefy AMG V8 

1 ECan’t escape its sheer size; not particularly well packaged; still far from sexy 

The Pick: Feels more expensive than it is, with the GLE400 arguably the sweet spot 

■ $86,900 L4TD 

2.1 150 500 A7 2075 8.6 - 6.0 D ' 

A 

$104,900 V6TD' 

3.0 190 620 A7 2100 7.1 - 6.6 D 

A 

$109,900 V6TT 

3.0 245 480 S7 2055 6.1 - 9.3 95 

A 

$127,900 V8TT 

4.7 300 600 A7 2160 5.3 - 11.0 95 

A _ 

$189,900 V8TT 

5.5 430 760 57 2195 4.2 - 11.8 98 

A ■ 


GLE Coupe 


, Merc's answer to the X6 
= [^] Vision; excellent cornering grip; refinement; decent room despite iower-than-GLE roof 
I [ElThousands more than GLE for iess space; busy ride; high loading lip for boot 
The Pick: AMG-tweaked turbo six in the new 450 makes a great noise and feels strong 


GLE350d 

$121,900 

V6TD 

3.0 190 620 

A7 

2185 

7.0 

7.2 

D 

A 

GLE450 AMG 

$141,900 

V6TT 

3.0 270 520 

57 

2145 ' 

5.7 

9.4 

95 

A_ 

GLE63SAMG 

$198,900“ 

V8TT 

5.5 430 760 

57 

2200 

' 4.2 

11.9 

98 

A 



Army truck for the road 

Tough-as image; AMG’s ultra-cool side tailpipes and burly new twin-turbo V8 donk 
[ElG-Class BlueTec name is paradoxical; live front axle; woeful steering; bucking ride 
The Pick: The outrageous AMG has perverse appeal, but only the diesel makes any sense 

$150,610 V6TD~ 3.0 155 540 A7 2300 9.1 - 11.2 D 58 ^ 

$167,510 V8 5.5 285 530 A7 2530 6.1 - 14.9 98 57 


$233,910 V8TT 

5.5 400 

760 A7 

2550 5.4 - 

13.8 98 56 05/14 

A 

1 GL-Class 1 

. Stands for Goliath 



1 E Third-row seat actually comfortable and almost roomy; big load capacity;engines 
j EGargantuan Class, more like it - it’s bloody huge and not easy to thread through the city 
' The Pick: The torquey diesel V6 is sensible; the twin-turbo AMG is seductive 

$114,900 V6TD 

3.0 190 

620 A7 

2455 7.9 - 

7.7 D 65 04/13 

A 

$159,500 V8TT 

4.7 320 

700 A7 

2455 5.4 - 

11.5 95 54 

A 

$214,900 V8TT 

5.5 410 

760 A7 

2580 4.9 - 

12.3 98 64 07/13 

A 


Budget big Benz 

S A cheaper way to get into an eight-seat Benz (and out of a VW Multivan or Tarago) 

S Like the new-gen V-Class, it’s essentially a commercial van with seats 
The Pick: This over its VW Multivan and Toyota Tarago rivals 
$56,380 L?rD 2.1 120 360 A7 2155 - ^ 63 5 66 R 

New name, new cabin, new engine 
(3 Enormously roomy, complete with limo-style, face-to-face rear seating; frugal diesel four 
I^Sheer size makes it difficult to manoeuvre and park, which kinda defeats its purpose 
The Pick: A centre captain's chair in a fully stocked V250 with Jeeves in the hot seat 
$"85^0 'L4TD 2.1 14^440 A7 2145 Tl - d" 66 R 
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Mini 


3yr/unlimited 

www.mini.com.au 



Price 

type 

Eng 

size Power Torque 

Trans. 

Kerb 

weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

cons. 

RON 


tested 

Drive 


|tqq3BK 

' Best Mini ever 









1 |7f Brilliant handling and super-sharp turn-in; Cooper S’s great acoustics; improved cabin 
\E1 Bottom-feeder front end; thicker pillars; three-pot should sound fruitier 


The Pick: The excellent Cooper S manual 

on 17s with optional adaptive dampers 


One 

$24,950 

L3T 

1.2 75 180 

M6 

1090 

9.9 

- 

4.9 

95 

58 


F 

One 

$26,850 

L3T 

1.2 75 180 

A6 ^ 

1120 

10.2 

- 

5.0_ 

95 

58 


F 

Cooper 

$26,650 

L3T 

1.5 100 220 

M6' 

1085" 

7.9 

- 

4.7 , 

95 

59 ^ 

06/14’ 

F 

Cooper 

$30,100 

L3T 

1.5 100 220 

A6 

1115 

7.8 

- 

4.9 

95 

61 


F 

Cooper D 

$31,800 

L3TD 

■ 1.5 85 270' 

'M6' 

1135 

9.2 ‘ 

- 

" 3.7 ' 

D 

'58' 


’ F 

Cooper D 

$34,150 

L3TD 

1.5 85 270 

A6 

1150 

9.2 ^ 

- 

3.9 

D 

61 


F 

Coopers 

$36,950 

L4T 

2.0 141 280 

M6 

1160 

6.8 

- 

5.9 

95 

57 

06/14 

F 

Coopers 

$39,300 

L4T 

2.0 141 280 

A6 

1175 

6.7 ' 

- 

5.5 

95 

57 


F 

JCW 

$47,400 

L4T 

2.0 170 320 

M6 

1205 

6.3 

- 

6.7 

95 

63 


F ^ 

JCW 

$49,950 

L4T 

2.0 170 320 

A6 

1220 

6.1 

- 

5.7 

95 

63 


F 



Mini attempts a high-five 


|7f Longer wheelbase and additional rear doors broaden the Mini's family-hatch appeal 
[ IHI Betrays the Mini's DMA; rear doors look piddly; isn't this what a Countryman is for? 

The Pick: A Cooper or Cooper D auto with the smallest wheels. The S doesn't deserve this 

$26,050 

L3T 

1.2 

75 180 

M6 

- 

5.0 

95 

61 

F 

$27,750 

L3T 

1.5 

100~220 

M6’ 

1145 8.2 ’ - 

4.7 

95 

61 

F 

$30,400 

L3T 

1.5 

100 220 

A6 

1175 8.1 - 

4.8 

95 

61 

^ F 

$32,900 

L3TD 

1.5 

85 270 

M6 

1190 9.4 - 

3.6 

D 

61 

F 

$35,550 

L3TD 

1.5 

85 270 

A6 

1205 9.5 - 

3.8 

D 

61 

F 

$38,050 

L4T 

2.0 

141 280 

M6 

1220 6.9 - 

5.9 

95 

62 

F 

$40,700 

L4T 

2.0 

141 280 

A6 

1240 6.8 - 

5.4 

95 

62 

F 

Fabric and function 




1 

' ,| 

1 17] Neat fabricfolding-roof mechanism; still drives like a Mini 

1 (HI Premium over the hard-top is excessive; unavoidable reduction in 

body rigidity 


The Pick: Base is too sluggish for the money - go the Cooper S or JCW 




$40,350 

L4 

1.6 

90 160 

M6 

1165 9.8 - 

6.1 

95 

56 


T" 

$44,250 

L4 

1.6 

90 160 

M6 

1205 9.8 - 

6.1 

95 

56 


F 

$48,800 

L4T 

1.6 

135 240 

M6 

1165 7.3 - 

6.4 

95 

57 


F 

$52,200 

L4T 

1.6 

135 240 

M6 

1230 7.7 - 

6.4 

95 

57 


F 

$58,500 

L4T 

1.6 

155 260 

M6 

1240 6.9 - 

7.2 

95 

58 


' F 


Not worth joining the Club, man 
171 Introduces extra rear-seat legroom and boot space to the Mini breed 


] Uniike a Hyundai Veioster, singie rear door opens into traffic, not on the kerb side 
The Pick: A Countryman if you need the space - it’s worth the extra $4K 

$34,900 L4 1.6 90 160 M6 1145 9.8 - 5.8 95 55 

$37,855 L4 _ 1.6 90 160 . _n75 10.9 


6.8 95 55 


S 

$43,900 

L4T 

' 1.6 

135 

240 

M6 

1205 

7.0 

- 

6.3 

95 

55' 


_F_ 

S 

$46,855 

L4T 

1.6 

135 

240 

A6 

1230 

7.7 

- 

6.7 

95 

55 


F 

JCW 

$51,800 

L4T 

■ 1.6 

155 

280 

M6 

1205 

6.8 ■ 

- 

7.0 

95 

57 


F 



A large-Mini paradox 


■ 




1 


1 0 Plenty of driving fizz and Mini character in a more practical SUV-ish body 
O Needs a 2.0-litre, or more boost, to deal with the extra weight 




The Pick: A fine drive, but the (more conservative) VW Tiguan 

is a smarter choice 



$34,150 

L4 

1.6 

90 

160 

M6 

1265 

10.5 

- 

6.5 

95 

58 


F 


$37,155 

L4 

1.6 

90 

160 

A6 

1295 

10.^ 

- 

6.5 

95 

59 


F 

D 

$36,950 

L4TD 

1.6 

82 

270 

M6 

1310 

10.9 

- 

4.4 

D 

58 


F 

D 

$39,300 

L4TD 

2.0 

82 ' 

'270 

A6 

1335 

11.3 

- 

5.6 

D 

58 


F 

S 

$42,550 

L4T 

1.6 

135 

240 

M6 

1310 

7.6 

- 

6.6 

95 

59 

01/12 

F 

S 

$50,555 

L4T 

1.6 

135 

240 

A6 

1335 

7.9 

- 

7.5 

95 

59 


F 

SALL4 

$45,500 

L4T 

" 1.6 

135 

240 

M6" 

1380 

7.6 

- 

7.3 

95' 

60 


A 

SALL4 

$47,555 

L4T 

1.6 

135 

240 

A6 

1405 

8.2 

75.9 

8.1 

95 

60 

06/11 

A 

SDALL4 

$46,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

105 

305 

M6 

1395 

9.4 

- 

4.9 

D 

60 


A 

JCWALL4 

$56,900 

L4T 

’ 1.6 

160 

"280 

' M6 

1405' 

7.0 

- 

8.0 

98' 

60 


A 



Not just a Countryman coupe 


s 

s 

JCW 

JCW 




1 0 Sharp dynamics; cabin improvements; rear-seat space; uniqueness 
** IHI $2K extra for fewer doors ; Aussies miss out on fuel-saving tech ; tardy base 
• The Pick: Take the Paceman S. More fun and worth the extra dosh 

models 


$34,150 

L4 

1.6 

90 160 

M6 

1255 

10.4' - 

6.5 

95 

56 


F 

$37,205 

’ L4 

1.6 

90 160 

' A6 

‘1275 

10.8 - 

6.5 

’95 

55 

'10/13 

F ~ 

$42,550 

L4T 

1.6 

140 240 

M6 

1380 

7.5 - 

6.6 

95 

55 


F 

$44,900 

L4T 

1.6 

140 240 

A6 

1405 

7.8 - 

7.5 

95 

55 


F 

$56,900 

L4T 

1.6 

165 280 

M6 

1475 

6.9 - 

8.0 

95 

55 

09/13 

A 

$59,250 

L4T 

1.6 

160’280 

A6 ’ 

1495 

6.9 ' - 

8.3 * 

95 

*55' 


'a 


Mitsubishi 


5yr/130,000km 
www.mitsubishi-motors . com. au 


Cheap, cheerless mini 


ES 

ES 


0 Better-equipped than you’d expect at the price; long warranty; should be reliable 

0 Leisurely pace; bouncy ride; tight rear seat; hideous sedan styling 

The Pick: The base ES manual at a bargain price. Or better still, a second-hand Mazda ! 

2 

$11,990 L3 1.2 

57 100 M5 865 - - 4.6 

91 

58 

04/13 

F 

$13,490 L3 1.2 

57 100 C 890 - - 4.6 

91 

52 


F 




Eng 

Eng 




Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuei 


Resaie 

issue 



Price 

type 

size 

Power 

Torque Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

ES sedan 

$14,490 

L3 

1.2 

57 

100 

M5 

925 

- 

- 

4.9 

91 

51 


F 

ES sedan 

$16,490 

L3 

1.2 

57 

100 

C 

940 

14.5 

79.6 

4.9 

91 

50 

10/14 

F 

LS 

$12,990 

L3 

1.2 

57 

100 

M5 

865 

- 

- 

4.8 

91 

52 


F 

LS 

$14,990 

L3 

1.2 

57 

100 

C 

890 

- 

- 

4.9 

91 

54 


F 

LS sedan 

$17,490 

L3 

1.2 

57 

100 

C 

940 

- 

- 

4.9 

91 

49 


F 



0 Neat styling; decent value; Evo’s go-kart handling and adjustability; MB’s Recaro seats 
[El Lots! Non-Evo dynamics are rubbish; cheap interior; poor front seats; drony CVT... 

- The Pick: A competitor - even a Korean one. Or the Evo if you're deaf 

ES Sport 

$18,990 

L4 

2.0 110 

197 

M5 

1285 

9.6 - 6.9 91 

57 

F 

ES Sport 

$20,990 

L4 

2.0 110 

197 

G 

1315 

10.3 - 7.4 91 

57 

F 

GSR Sportback 

$21,990 

L4 

2.4 125 

226 

M5 

1370 

8.8 91 

57 

F 

GSR Sportback 

$23,990 

L4 

2.4 125 

226 

G 

1400 

8.9 91 

57 

’ F 

LS sedan 

$20,990 

L4 

2.0 110 

197 

M5 

1325 

9.6 - 6.9 91 

58 

F 

LS sedan 

$22,990 

L4 

2.0 110 

197 

C 

1355 

10.5 - 7.4 91 

58 

F 

XLS sedan 

$26,490 

L4 

2.4 125 ^ 

226 

M5 _ 

1345 

9.1 : 8.8 9_L 

60 ' 

F 

XLS sedan 

$28,490 

L4 

2.4 *125 

226 

G 

1375 

9.8 - 8.5 91 

59 10/07 

F 

Ralliart sedan 

$37,990 

L4T 

2.0 177 

343 

S6 

1480 

9.6 98 

56 01/09 

A 

Evolution MT sedan 

$52,990 

L4T 

2.0 217" 

366 

'm5 

1490 

6.3 14.4 10.2 98 

51 08/08 

A 

Evolution MR sedan 

$58,990 

L4T 

2.0 217 

366 

S6 

1520 

5.7 14.0 10.1 98 

50 12/13 

A 


|ASX 

1 Prettier, but still loud 

H 

0 Exterior styling keeps aimproving with age; keen pricing; torquey turbo-diesel 
[Elinterior smaller than SUV rivals; lacks refinement; Peugeot 4008 clone handles better 

The Pick: 2WD is cheap, although we'd prefer to step up to a 4WD diesel 

LS 

$24,990 

_L4 

2.0 110” 

197 

'M5 

1335 

7.6 91 

60 

F _ 

LS 

$26,990 

L4 

2.0 '110 

197 

G 


■91 

"60 

F 

XLS 

$31,490 

U 

2.0 110 

197 

G 

1375 

7.4 91 

61 

F 

LS4x4 

$31,490 

L4TD 

2.2 110 

360 

A6 

- 

5.8 D 

60 09/13 

A 

XLS 4x4 

$35,990 

L4TD 

2.2 110 

360 

A6 

1515 

5.8 D 

60 09/13 

A 


[7] A compact-ish SUV that squeezes in seven seats; quieter and smoother; equipment 
[ElCrappo infotainment functionaiity; about as American as a faceiift can get 
The Pick: Either a base LS manuai or an XLS 4WD turbo-diesei with six-speed auto 


LS 

LS 

LS4WD 

XLS 

XLS4WD 
XLS4WDDiD 
Exceed 4WD 
Exceed 4WD DiD 
PHEV 

PHEV Aspire 


$28,490 L4 2.0 110 190 M5 1410 


7.0 91 53 


$30,490 L4 2.0 110 190 C 1430 


6.7 91 53 




$33,490 

L4 

2.4 124 

220 G 

1500 

7.2 91 

53 

A 

$33,490 

L4 

2.0 110 

190 G 

1430 

6.7 91 

53 

F 

$36,490 

L4 

2.4 124 

220 G 

’1535 

11.0 17.9 7.2 "91 

53 

06/15 A 

$39,490 

L4TD 

2.3 110 

360 A6 

1630 

6.2 D 

53 

A 

$43,490 

L4 

2.4 124 _ 

220 G 

1535 

- 7.2 91 

52 

A 

$46,490 

'L4TD 

2.3 110 ' 

360 A6 

1630 

6.2 D 

52 

A 

$47,490 

L4H 

2.0 149 

195 A1 

1810 

1.9 91 

47 

A 

$52,490 

L4H ^ 

2.0 149' 

195 A1 

1871 ' 

1.9 91 

’49 " 

" ’ A 

1 Challenger | 

It's basically a Triton wagon 


1 

0 Wedges 

between 

Outlander and Pajero 

in the Mitsu SUV stable; strong off-road ability 

[x] Crude separate chassis is shared with Triton, as is the budget-feeling interior 

The Pick: Dual-range ’box and grunty diesel make it the SUV pick if you’re headed off-road 

$42,490 

L4TD 

2.5 131 

400 M5 

1990 

8.3 D 

61 

A 

$44,990 

'L4TD^ 

2.5 ’l31 ^ 

400 A5 

2000 

^ 9.8 D 

61 

A 

$49,990 

L4Td" 

2.5 131 ’’ 

350 A5 

”2000 

- 9.8 D 

61 

A 

1 Pajero 

1 Mitsu's staple family workhorse 

0 Tough family transporter is 

also a proper off-roader; undercuts serious 

i4WD 

rivals 

[x] Feels old (it is) and creaky; 

noisy diesel 

; ponderous dynamics; heavy 



The Pick: The thrifty diesel, but unless you venture off-road often, think Territory or CX-9 

$50,990 

L4TD 

3.2 147 

441 M5 

2273 

8.4 D 

60 

A 

$53,990 

L4TD 

3.2 147 

441 A5 

2263 

8.6 D 

60 

A 

$58,990 

L4TD 

3.2 147 

441 A5 

2314 

8.6 D 

62 


$65,990 

L4TD ' 

3.2 147 

441 'a5" 

2335 

- 9.2 D 

62 ' 

"a 


Moigan 


2yr/100, 000km 
www.morgancars.com.au 


As weird as it gets 
IT] It’s a good way to stand out; there’s nothing eise iike it; character personified 
[Hilt’s a good way to get laughed at; thirsty; iacking usefui features iike a windscreen... 
The Pick: Something with four wheeis, uniess you have a reaily big garage 



R4/4 
Plus 4 
Roadster 
Plus 8 
Plus 8 


$97,500 

V2 

2.0 60 

140 

M5 

550 6.0 - 

9.3 

95 

61 

R 


A synonym for 'old-gen' 





K 0 Fabulously raw and lightweight roadsters; relatively affordable 

IHlForget about cabin ergonomics or ride quality; definitely not practical 

0 The Pick: This or a Caterham if your house backs onto a racetrack 

$95,800 

L4 

1.6 82 

131 

M6 

868 8.0 - 

6.3 

95 

67 

R 

$106,500 

L4 

2.0 115 

201 

M6 

877 7.5 - 

7.0 

95 

61 

R 

$143,000 

V6 

3.7 209 

352 

M6 

950 5.5 - 

9.8 

95 

67 

R 

$254,000 

V8 

4.8 270 

490 

M6 

1100 4.5 - 

12.1 

95 

5'0 

R 

$254,000 

V8 

4.8 270 

490 

A6 

1100 4.5 - 

12.1 

95 

50’ 

R 


150 wheelsmag.com.au 





















Showroom 


Nissan 





ST 

ST 

Ti-S 

Ti-S 


ST 

ST 

Ti 

Ti 

TS 

TL 


3yr/100,000km 

www.nissan.com.au 


Still without Europe's boosted triple i 

IS Keenly-priced and well-kitted; revvy 1.2-litre triple; styling is ageing with dignity 
IXI Tinny, basic and unrefined compared with larger light hatches; ST’s poor tyres 
The Pick: Base ST manual. Or a second-hand Mazda2 Genki if you’re being really sensible 


$13,490 L3 1.2 56 104 M5 943 13.2 18.8 5.9 91 61 06/15 F 


$15,290 L3 1.2 56 104 A4 956 - 


6.5 91 60 


$16,990 

L3 

1.2 56 104 

A4 969 - 

6.5 

91 

60 

F 

1 Pulsar 

■ 

Pulsar revived, but not the N14's spirit 



Vast cabin; big boot; keen pricing; revives a once-loved name; should be reliable 

IS Dull styling; no folding backrest; light steering; flaccid dynamics; mediocre performance 
The Pick: Something else - Mazda 3 and Corolla smashed Pulsar in a Wheels compare 

$J9,990 

^L4 

J.8 96 174 

M6 1208 - 

7.2 

91_ 

53 

F 

$22,240 

I 4 

1.8 96 '174 

c - - - 

6.7 

jL 

53 

F 

$19,990 

L4 

1.8 96 174 

M6 - - - 

7.2 

91 

52 06/13 

F 

$22,290 

L4 

1.8 96 174 

c--- 

6.7 

91 

52 

F 

$20,990 

I 4 

” 1.8 96 ^174 

'm6’i230 - 

7.2 

' 91 

' 5f ‘ 

F 

$23,240 

L4 

1.8 96 174 

c - - - 

6.7 

91 

51 

F 

$22,490 

L4 

1.8 96 174 

M6 - - - 

7.2 

91 

53 

F 

$24,790 

L4 

1.8 96 174 

c - - - 

6.7 

91 

53 

F 

$25,990 

L4T 

1.6 140 240 

M6 1304 - 

7.7 

95 

51 08/13 

F 

$28,490 

l4T 

1.6 140 240 

c - - - 

7.8 

"95 

51 

F 

$26,990 

__L4T 

1.6 140 240 

M6 - - - 

7.8 

95 

53 

F 

$29,290 

L4T 

1.6 140*240 

c - - - 

7.8 

’ 95 

53 ' 

F 


Maxima be gone 


0 impressively punchy and refined four-pot/CVT combo; well-equipped; roomy; cheap-ish 
(HI V6 is too much for Altima’s front-end to handle; terminal understeer; rental-car styling 

The Pick: ST-L has a sweet drivetrain, plenty of kit and better wheels than the dowdy ST 

$29,990 

L4 

2.5 

127 

230 

C 

1435 - 

7.5 

91 55 01/14 

F 

$35,990 

L4 

2.5 

127 

230 

C 

1451 - 

7.5 

’ 91 55 ' 

F 

$40,490 

L4 

2.5 

127 

230 

C 

1467 - 

7.5 

91 54 

F 

$45,490 

V6 

3.5 

183 

312 

C 

1536 - 

9.3 

91 54 

F 


Drive-away electric 

I IS Purpose-built electric, with loads of torque; supremely smooth; classy, techy interior 
IKI Regenerative braking, steering and handling all a bit weird-burger and/or artificial 
The Pick: Urn, the Leaf - especially at its current $39,990 driveaway price 
$39,990 E 80 '280 A1 1525 11.9 - 39 ' 09/11 F 

Nissan's cut-price Cayman 
1 1^ Fast and sharp; big-hearted V6; sweetly balanced; trick auto-blip manual on downshifts 
I lEI Engine still coarse; manual shift a tad clunky; ride quality on rough roads 
The Pick: It’s no son-of-Godzilla, but a tyre fryin’ hoot on smooth hotmix 



$56,930’ V6 3.7 245 

363" M6 1471 5.6 13.8 10.5 

■95 64 06/09 

R 

$59,930 V6 3.7 245 

363 A7 1485 5.7 13.8 10.5 

95 ' 63 12/09 

R 

... and Nissan's cut-nrice Boxster 

1^ Same virtues as the coupe, but the V6 should sound sweeter top-down 
^ |£] 137kg extra weight is like having a Biggest Loser contestant on board, all of the time 
The Pick: Auto is slick and intuitive, but we’d still opt for the manual 


$65,930 V6 3.7 245 

363 M6 1608 - - 11.2 

95 61 01/10 

R 

$68,930 V6 3.7 245 

363 A7 1^8 - - 11.2 

95 61_ 

R 


Godzilla: the third season 


f 0 Cutting- 

edge tech delivers supercar pace and dynamics, mixed with user-friendliness 

1 0 Very firm ride over rough urban tarmac; dual-clutch ’box is clunky at low speeds 


The Pick: Base Premium gets all the grunt and all-paw ability 




$172,000 

V6TT 

3.8 404 

628 S6 1740 3.2 11.2 

11.7 

98 60 12/13 

A 

$177,000 

V6TT 

3.8404 

628 56 1740 - 

11.7 

98" 60' 

A 

$182,500 

V6TT 

3.8 404 

628 S6 1740 - 

11.7 

98 59 

A 


Still a head-turner 


0 Brings individuality to small crossovers; punchy 140kW turbo; chirpy new ST manua 
E Busy urban ride; noisy CVT; heavy Ti-S AWD; styling a compilation, but no best-of 
The Pick: Ti-S with torque-vectoring AWD is a wannabe Godzilla, but go the 1.2 turbo S 

il 

T 

$23,490 


1.2 

85’ 

190 

’mT 1163 - ~ - 

5.6 

95 60 06/13 

T' ' 

$24,490 

L4 

1.6 

86 

158 

C 1205 - 

6.3 

95 60 

' f"’ 

$29,790 

L4T 

1.6 

140 

240 

M6 1300 - 

6.0 

95 59 

_F 

$33,490 

L4T 

1.6 

140 

240" 

'C “1431'- 

6.5 

95 59 

A 


Qashqai 


Dualis takes a back seat with new model 


(Z1 Clever packaging combined with a sharp price; handies like a jumped-up hatchback 
llel Performance not its forte, though both engines try hard ; no rear-seat air vents 

The Pick: Base petrol ST with CVT auto, even if it misses out on the clever boot partitions 

$25,850 

L4 

2.0 

106 

200 

M6 

1372 9.9 - 

7.7 

91 

60 

F 

$28,490 

L4 

2.0 

106 

200 

C 

1408 10.1 - 

6.9 

91 

59 09/14 

F 

$32,890 

L4 

2.0 

106 

200 

M6 

1421 9.9 - 

7.7 

91 

59 

F 

$34,990 

L4 

2.0 

106 

0 

0 

C 

1457 10.1 - 

6.9 

91 

59 

F 

$33,59"0 

L4TD 

1.6 ' 

96” 

320 

C 

1556’ 11.1 - 

4.9 

"d 

'59 

' F 

$38,390 

L4TD 

1.6 

96 

320 

C 

1605 11.1 - 

4.9 

D 

58 09/14 

F 



Less gawky looks; extra stretch adds third-row option ; quiet, luxurious and roomy 
[ElSome trim still feels cheap; foot-operated park brake; ultimately lacking in finesse 



The Pick: Sharp pricing on the front 

-drive ST auto looks the goods 




ST 

$27,990 

L4 

2.0 106 '200 

M6 

1437 

- 

- 

8.2 

91 

62 

F 

ST 

$30,490 

L4 

2.5 126 226 

C 

1470 

- 

- 

7.9 

91 

61 

F 

ST 7-seat 

$31,580 

U 

2.5 126 226 

C 

1516 

- 

- 

8.1 

91 

62 

F 

ST4WD 

$33,980 

L4 

2.5 126 226 

C 

1526 

- 


8.3 

91 

62 

A 

ST-L 

$36,590 

_L4 

2.5 126 226 

C 

1487 

- 

- 

7.9 

91 

61 

F 

ST-L 7-seat 

$37,590 

i.4 

2.5 126.226 


1533 

- 

- 

_8.1 

91 

61 

_F 

ST-L4WD 

$39,490 

L4 

2.5 126 226 

_C 

.1543 

_ 10.3 _ 

17.4 

_8.3 ' 

91 

61 08/14 

^A 

Ti4WD 

$45,190 

L4 

2.5 126 226 

C 

1574 

- 

- 

8.3 

91 

61 

A 

TS 

$35,380 

L4TD 

1.6 96 320 

C 



- 

5.3 

D 

62 

F 

TS 4WD 

$35,680 

L4TD 

1.6 96 320 

M6 



- 



- 

- 

5.3 

D 

62 

A 

TL 

$46,280 

L4TD 

1.6 96 '320 

C 

- 

- 

- 

5.3 

D 

61 

F 

TL4WD 

$46,580 

L4TD 

1.6 96 320 

M6 


- 

~ 

5.3 

D 

61 

A 


1 Murano 

1 Sci-fi styled SUV 


[^Improved handling, but understeer is still the default setting; lifeless steering 
^ The Pick: ST is good value, if you’re after a big, comfy, reliable Labrador of a family car 

$48,990 V6 3.5 T91 336 C 1822 8.0 - 10.9 95 53 05/09 ; 


$60,240 V6 


^5 191 3^ C mo 8.0 - 

Less bush, more city 


10.9 95 54 02/10 A 


ST2WD 
ST4WD 
ST Hybrid 
ST-L2WD 
ST-L4WD 
ST-L Hybrid 
Ti2WD 
Ti4WD 
Ti Hybrid 



DX 3.0 
ST 3.0 
ST Titanium 


: 0 No longer a wagon version of a separate-chassis ute; big seven-seat interior; smooth V6 
[^2WD version is front-drive; appalling steering; no diesel; designed for middle America 

The Pick: Value-packed ST 4WD blends on-road grip with room for seven, plus luggage 

$39,990 

V6 

3.5 190 325 

C 1920 

9.9 

91 

60 

R 

$44,290 

V6 

3.5 190 325 

C 1985 

10.2 

91 

60 

A 

$42,990 

L4HS 

2.5 188 330 

C 1969 

8.4 


61 

F 

$50,490 

V6 

3.5 190 '325 

C ""i960 

9.9 

9f 

*61 *01/14 ’ 

R 

$54,490 

V6 

3.5 190 325 

C 2025 

10.2 

91 

61 

A 

$57,490 

L4HS 

2.5 188 *3"30 ' 

C 2073 

8.0 16.0 8.5 


‘65 09/15 

A 

$60,990 

V6 

3.5 190 325 

C 2000 

9.9 

91 

63 

R 

$65,090 

V6 

3.5 190 325 

C 2065 

10.2 

91 

63 

A 

$68,090 

L4HS 

2.5 188 330 

C 2073 

8.5 


65 

A 


Hectares of 4WD for the money 




1 W] Huge, roomy and oh-so-tough, as you’d expect with a Patrol; looks great covered in dirt 

1 [^Weight; dynamics; stuff-youse-all image when used in cities; almost as big as the QEii 

The Pick: You’ll feel like King of the Rodeo in an ST 3.0 manual, but she’s very agricultural 

$53,890 

L4TD 

3.0 118 380 

M5 2372 

10.9 

D 

69 

A 

$57,390 

L4TD 

3.0 118 380 

'M5 2483 

10.9 

D 

’66 " 

A 

$57,390 

L4TD 

3.0 118 380 

M5 2483 

10.9 

D 

66 

A 


Y62 Patrol 


My dear, how you've blossomed 
0 Posh V8 Patrol has graduated from Uni and is living in the eastern suburbs 
[ZlAt 2.8 tonnes, it’s the heaviest ‘car’ on sale in Australia; V8 loves a binge drink 
The Pick: Base Ti over the ancient Y61 (see above). But is this really necessary? 


Ti 

Ti-L 


$69,990 V8 5.6 298 560 A7 2800 


14.5 95 65 


$86,990 V8 5.6 298 560 A7 2829 


14.5 95 64 



Peugeot 


3yr/100,000km 

www.peugeot.com.au 



Active 5dr 
Active 5dr 
Allure 5dr 
Allure Premium 5dr 
GTi 

_ai30 


1.2 Active 
1.6 Active 
1.6 Allure 
1.6e-HDi Outdoor 



Access 
Access 
Active 
Allure 
Allure HDi 


1 208 

1 Finally, a lighter light hatch 

• 1 Active is light and punchy; GTi is a sexy and sophisticated hot-hatch ; plush interior 
[HlOld four-speed auto is last-century’s rubbish ; mid-spec 1.6 the least impressive engine 
' The Pick: Charming base three-pot, or the raspy, limited-run GTi 30 if you can find one 

$18,490 

L3 

1.2 60 118 

M5 975 

119 

4.7 

95 

55 11/12 

F 

$19,990 

L4 

1.6 88 160 

A4 1123 

11.1 

18.0 6.7 

95 

55 03/15 

F 

$23,990 

L4 

1.6 88 160 

A4 1123 

11.9 

6.7 

95 

56 

F 

$26,490 

L4 

1.6 88 160 

A4 1123 

11.9 

6.7 

95 

54 

F 

$29,990 

L4T 

1.6 147 275 

M6 1160 

6.6 

14.8 5.9 

95 

54 11/13 

F 

$35,990 

L4T 

1.6 153 300 

M6 1160 

6.6 

14.8 5.9 

98 

54 10/15 


|2008 

[■ 

Return to French form 





■^Terrific three-pot; supple ride; adjustable handling; great packaging; commendably light 
[slAuto is an ancient four-speed; diesel is grumbly and expensive; instrument location 

The Pick: The lovable three-pot 1 .2, or wait for the brilliant turbo version due shortly 

$22,490 

L3 

12 60 J18 

M5 J022 

13.5 

4.9 

95 

59 12/13 

F 

$25,490 

L4 

1.6 88 160 

A4 1T13 

11.2 

6.5 

95 

59 

F 

$30,990 

L4 

1.6 88 160 

A4 1113 

11.2 

6.5 

95 

58 

F 

$32,990 

L4TD 

1.6 68 230 

M5 1131 

11.5 

4.0 

D 

58 

F 

308 

1 Best Pug this century | 

Smart styling; entry-level triple is a belter; terrific dynamics; well equipped for the money 
[ZtTorsion-beam rear can be feit at times; ride suffers on big wheels; costs more than a Golf 
The Pick: The 1 .2 turbo triple is a rip-snorter, even as an auto, and so is the diesel wagon 

$21,990 

L3T 

1.2 96 230 

M6 1090 

9.3 

16.5 4.6 

95 

63 04/15 

F 

$23,990 

L3T 

1.2 96 230 

A6 1150 

9.1 

5.1 

95 

61 

F 

$28,340 

L3T 

1.2 96 230 

A6 1150 

9.1 

5.1 

95 

60 12/14 

F 

$32,790 

L4T 

1.6 110 240 

A6 1255 

8.5 

6.5 

95 

60 

F 

$35,290 

L4TD 

2.0 110 370 

A6 1310 

8.6 

4.1 

D 

59 

F 
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Eng 

Eng 




Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuel 


Resale 

issue 



Price 

type 

size 

Power Torgue 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

Allure Premium 

$36,440 

L4T 

1.6 

110 

240 

A6 

1255 

8.5 


6.5 

!2L 

~5^ 


~v~ 

Allure Premium HDi 

$38,940 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 

370 

A6 

1310 

8.6 



D 

59 


F 

Allure Touring 

$35,490 

L4T 

1.6 

110 

240 

A6 



- 

6.5 

95 

60 

05/15 

F 

Allure Touring HDi 

$37,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 

370 

A6 

1420 

8.9 

- 

4.2 

D 

60 


F 

Allure Touring Prem 

$39,140 

L4T 

1.6 

110 

240 

A6 




6.5 

95 

59 


F 

Allure T Prem HDi 

$41,640 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 

370 

A6 



- 


D 

59 


F 

GT 

$41,990 

L4T 

1.6 

151 

285 

M6 

1200 

7.5 

- 

5.6 

95 

59 

05/15 

F 

GTBIueHDi 

$42,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

133 

400 

A6 

1320 

8.4 

- 

4.0 

D 

59 

05/15 

F 



Compact, yet versatile Frenchie 


Quirky-looking compact SUV of sorts; stylish, flexible interior; solid drivetrains 
ONo manuals; steering and ride far from ciass-ieading; invisible image; not pretty 
- The Pick: Lightly updated and freshly specced, the 3008 is far from a st and-out Peugeot 

$35,490 L4T 1.6 115 240 A6 Wo 9.5 1.1 51 F 


$38,990 L4TD 


^.0 120 340 A6 10.2 - _6.6_ 

Style, of sorts, over substance 


51 


lEI Fairly glam to look at, with a slick interior; impressive diesel and six-speed auto 
m It’s expensive, heavy and lacks any notion of sportiness 
The Pick: Surely an Audi A3 Cabriolet instead of this hangover from last decad e 
$52,990 L4T 1.6 115 240 A6 1533 9.8 - 7.7 56 

Mid-size for non-conformists 



i Price and equipment; roomy, quality interior; GT’s punch and capable dynamics 

1 m Regular models lack the handling of the GT; all lack the serene ride of Peugeots past 
The Pick: GT HDi is semi-sporting and a valid premium-Japanese alternative 


Active 

$37,990 L4T 

1.6 

121 

240 A6 

1410 

8.9 - 

5.6 

95 

52 


F 

Allure HDi 

$45,990 L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 A6 

1520 

9.2 - 

5.4 

D 

51 


F 

Allure HDi Touring 

$48,990 L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 A6 

1540 

9.5 - 

5.5 

D 

50 


F _ 

GTHDi 

$57,790 L4TD 

2.2 

150 

450 A6 

1540 

8.2 - 

5.3 

D 

51 


F 

GT HDi Touring 

$60,790 L4TD 

2.2 

150 

450 A6^ 

1660 

" 8.4 - 

5.5^' 

D 

' 50 


F 


Peugeot rediscovers styling 


IZ] As voluptuous as a Parisian waitress; sharp handling and great baiance of manual 1. 
El Petrol turbo could use more grunt; diesel a questionable mismatch for this coupe rol 
The Pick: Turbo petrol manual is great fun and value, as is the ballsy RCZ-R 

6T 

e 

$58,990 L4T 1.6 

147 

275 M6 

1372 7.5 

6.9 

95 

61 02/11 

F 

$58,990 L4T 1.6 

115 

240 A6 

1372 8.4 

7.3 

95 

61 02/11 

F 

HDi $58,990 L4TD 2.0 

120 

340 M6 

1445 8.2 

5.3 

D 

62 11/10 

F 

R $68,990 L4T 1.6 

199 

330 M6 

1280 6.5 

14.3 6.3 

95 

56 06/15 

F 



cars 



SMART 


^ATERHAM 3260mm 


3 WHEELER 


It’s no surprise that a car missing so 

much of what other cars get (like a fourth wheel) 
is also shorter than most things on the road. 


CATERHAM 


SEVEN 


)It’s all about simplicity with the 
I track-focused Caterham range, with the 
shorty of the family being the CSR 175. 


BSEEftTTO lt’s small compared with other city cars, 


500 


but the modern Cinquecento is more than half a 
metre longer than the 1957 original. 



HOLDEN 3595mm 


Cheapest Holden and the shortest 
BARINAV five-door on the market, though that may change 
SPARK when an all-new model arrives here next year. 



Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size Power Torque Trans. 

Kerb^t 

0-100 0-400 Fuei 1 

km/h metres cons. RON 

Resaie issue 
% tested Drive 


iz^ 

Mitsubishi ASX puts on a beret 


0 Improved styling and suspension damping over the Mitsubishi ASX on 

which it’s based 

HSteering and handling; refinement; plasticky Mitsu’ interior; not remotely French 

^ The Pick: A better-looking ASX, but lacks the dynamics of a Qashqai or Subaru XV 

$27,990 

L4 

2.0 110 197 M5 


7.7 95 

54 F 

$30,990 

L4 

2.0 110 197 M5 

1440 

7.9 95 

56 08/12 A 

$33,490 

L4 

2.0 110 197 G 

1470 

10.9 - 8.1 95 

56 A 

$38,490 

L4 

2.0 110 197 C 

1470 

10.9 - 8.1 95 

56 08/12 A 


Porsche 


3yr/unlimited 

www.porsche.com.au 


EBESi One of the world's best cars 

IZI Superb balance, engines, looks and interior - new Boxster rates almost a perfect 10 
[EIAs with 911, electric parking brake and electric steering won’t please the purists 
The Pick: Any of them - base is creamy, lovely; the S is harder, edgier 


$104,700 F6 


2.7 195 280 M6 1310 5.8 


8.2 98 59 


$109,690 F6 


2.7 195 280 $7 1340 5.7 - 7.7 98 59 05/12 R 


S 

S 

GTS 

GTS 

Spyder 


$131,100 F6 3.4 232 360 M6 1320 5.1 - 8.8 98 59 05/12 R 


$136,090 F6 


3.4 232 360 S7 1350 4.7 12.9 8.0 98 59 11/13 


$148,200 F6 


3.4 243 370 M6 1345 5.0 - 9.0 98 61 


$154,490 F6 3.4 243 370 S7 1375 4.9 - 8.2 98 61 


$168,600 F6 


64 



^ 276 420 M6 1315 4.5 9.9 98 

One of the world's best Porsches 
[<1 Even more of a driver’s car than the brilliant Boxster, and arguably a match for the 911 
[HlPower and torque deliberately held backto leave room for Porsche’s 911 flagship 
The Pick: A manual - great as PDK is, nothing is better than a Porsche manual gearshift 

$106,200 F6 2.7 202 290 M6 1310 5.7 - 8.2 98 59 06/12 R 

13.7 7.7 98 59 10/13 R 


$111,190 


2.7 202 290 S7 1340 5.6 


3.4 239 370 M6 1320 5.0 - 8.8 98 59 


3.4 239 370 S7 1350 4.9 - 8.0 98 59 


3.4 250 380 M6 1345 4.9 


9.0 98 68 


3.4 250 380 S7 1375 4.8 - 8.2 98 68 07/14 R 

3.8 283 420 M6 1340 4.4 10.3 98 68 0^15 R 

Pushes supercar boundaries 
0 Potent performance and dynamic depth; practical as a daily driver; it's Porsche's icon 
[^That electric parking brake is a sign of the times, and the electric steering masks some feel 
The Pick: Any, but Carrera S with Sport Chrono. impossible to go wrong with a car this right 


Garrera 

$208,200 

F6 

3.4 257 

390 

M7 

1380 

4.8 


9.0 

_ 98 

61 

R 

Carrera 

$214,150 

F6 

3.4 257 

390 

S7 

1400 

4.6 

- 

8.2 

98 

60 

R 

Carrera S 

$244,800 

F6 

3.8 294 

440 

M7 

1395 

4.6 

12.6 

9.5 

98 

61 

10/13 

R 

Carrera S 

$250,750 

_F6 

3.8 297 

440 

S7 

1415 

4.2 

12.2 

8.7 

98 

61 

06/12 

R 

Carrera GTS 

$268,300 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

M7 

1425 

4.4 

- 

9.5 

98 

60 


R 

Carrera GTS 

$275,690 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

S7 

1445 

4.0 

- 

8.7 

98 

60 


R 

Carrera Cabriolet 

$229,500 

F6 

3.4 257 

390 

M7 

'1525 

5.0 

- 

9.2 

98 

60 


R 

Carrera Cabriolet 

$235,450 

F6 

3.4 257 

390 

S7 

1525 

5.0 

- 

9.3 

98 

61 


R 

Carrera S Cabriolet 

$266,800 

F6 

3.8 294 

440 

M7 

1540 

4.7 

- 

9.7 

98 

61 

oW 

R 

Carrera S Cabriolet 

$272,750 

F6 

3.8 297 

440 

S7 

1540 

4.7 

- 

9.7 

98 

61 


R 

Carrera GTS Cab' 

$289,300 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

M7 

1495 

4.6 

- 

9.7 

98 

60 


R 

Carrera GTS Cab' 

$296,690 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

S7 

1515 

4.2 

- 

8.9 

98 

60 


R 

Carrera 4 

$223,900 

F6 

3.4 257 

390 

M7^ 

1505" 

4.9 

'“I 

9.5 ' 

'98 

60 


A ' 

Carrera 4 

$229,850 

F6 

3.4 257 

390 

S7 ^ 

1505 

4.9 

- 

9^5 

98 

60 


A 

Carrera 4S 

$260,500 

F6 

3.8 294 

440 

M7 

1520 

4.5 

- 

10 

98 

60 


A 

Carrera 4S 

$266,450 

F6 

3.8 297 

440 

S7 

1540 

4.5 

- 

10 

98 

60 


A 

Carrera 4 GTS 

$283,700 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

M7 

1470 

4.4 


9.9 

98 

61 


A 

Carrera 4 GTS 

$291,090 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

S7 

1490 

4.0 


9.1 

98 

61 


A 

Carrera 4 Cabriolet 

$245,200 

F6 

3.4 257 

390 

M7 

1575 

5.1 


9.5 

98 

60 


A 

Carrera 4 Cabriolet 

$251,150 

F6 

3.4 257 

390 

S7 

1575 

5.1 

- 

10 

98 

60 


A 

Carrera 4S Cabriolet $282,500 

F6 

3.8 294 

440 

M7 

1535 

4.7 

- 

10.0 

98 

60 


A 

Carrera 4S Cabriolet $288,450 

F6 

3.8 294 

440 

S7 

1555 

4.3 

- 

9.2 

98 

60 


A 

Carrera 4 GTS Cab 

$304,900 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

M7 

1540 

4.6 

- 

10.0 

98 

61 


A 

Carrera 4 GTS Cab 

$312,290 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

S7 

1560 

4.2 

- 

9.2 

98 

61 


A 

Carrera Targa 4 

$249,600 

F6 

3.4 257 

390 

M7 

1540 

5.2 

- 

9.5 

98 

65 


A 

Carrera Targa 4 

$255,550 

F6 

3.4 257 

390 

S7 

1560 

4.8 

- 

8.7 

98 

65 


A 

Carrera Targa 4S 

$286,800 

F6 

3.8 294 

440 

M7 

1555 

4.8 

- 

10.0 

98 

65 


A 

Carrera Targa 4S 

$292,750 

F6 

3.8 294 

440 

S7 

1575 

4.4 

- 

9.2 

98 

65 


A 

Carrera Targa 4 GTS 

$304,900 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

M7 

1560 

4.7 

- 

10.0 

98 

65 


A 

Carrera Targa 4 GTS $312,290 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

S7 

1580 

4.3 

- 

9.2 

98 

65 


A 

GT3 

$293,200 

F6 

3.8 350 

440 

S7 

1430 

3.5 

- 

12.4 

98 

64 


R 

GT3RS 

$387,300 

F6 

4.0 368 

460 

S7 

1420 

3.3 

- 

12.7 

98 

64 


R 

Turbo 

$366,100 

F6TT 

3.8 383 

710 

S7 

1595 

3.2 

- 

9.7 

98 

63 


A 

Turbo Cabriolet 

$396,000 

F6TT 

3.8 383 

710 

S7 

1665 

3.3 


9.9 

98 

63 


A 

Turbo S 

$444,500 

F6TT 

3.8 412 

750 

S7 

1605 

3.1 

11.1 

9.7 

98 

63 

03/14 

A 

Turbo S Cabriolet 

$466,500 

F6TT 

3.8 412 

750 

S7 

1675 

3.2 


9.9 

98 

63 


A 



Diesel 


More booty than the Kardashians 
0 Razor-sharp dynamics for a big ’un; honking twin-turbo V8; delightful rear-drive manuals 
[xjRide is far from cosseting; only seats four; feels massive; too much junk in its trunk 
■ The Pick: The 4S mixes a quick and creamy V8 with the best dynamics of the bunch 

$204,200 "vO 3.6 400 57 1760^“^ = 8.4 98 

$208,400 V6TD 3.0 221 650 A8 1900 6.0 - 6.4 D R 


152 wheelsmag.com.au 




















-? NEW r- 
I ARRIVALS ; 

I New models J 
\ for the month J 
\ highlighted / 


Showroom 



Price 

type 

s^e 

Power Torque 

Kerb 

Trans, weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

Fuel 

RON 

tested Drive 

4 

$216,400 

V6 


228 400 

$7 

1820 

6.1 


8.7 

98 

A 

S 

$288,900 

V8 

4.8 

309 520 

S7 

1810 

5.1 

- 

8.7 

98 

R 

S E-Hybrid 

$285,300 

V6H 

3.0 

306 590 

$7 

2095 

5.5 

- 

3.1 

98 

R 

4S 

$300,700 

V6TT 

3.0 

309 520 

S7 

1870 

4.8 

- 

8.9 

98 

A 

GTS 

$319,700 

V8 

4.8 

316_520 

S7 

1920 

4.5 

- 

10.7 

98 

A 

Turbo 

$383,000 

V8TT 

4.8 

382~700 

$7 

1970 

4.f^ 

- 

10.2 

98 

A 

Turbo S 

$444,200 

V8TT 

4.8 

419 750 

S7 

1995 

3.8 

- 

10.2 

98 

A 



S Diesel 
S 

Turbo 


For them poorer folk 

^ Stuttgart’s smallest tractor is also its cheapest; not a cione of its Audi Q5 cousin 
IE] Hefty twin-turbo V6 power iost on a high-riding SUV; sports pedigree is marketing spin 
' The Pick: The diesel, as the V6 talks the torquey talk without attempting the sporty walk 

$88,000 V6T 3.0 190 580 $7 1880 6.3 


6.3 D 66 08/14 A 


$89,300 V6TT 3.0 250 460 $7 1865 5.4 


9.0 98 66 


$125,800 V6TT 3.6 294 550 S7 1925 4.8 


9.2 98 66 


Cayenne 


Now larger, lighter and less ugly 



0 Drives like a Porsche on road, and decent off-road ; rousing atmo and stonking TT V8s 

SI Hybrid more exxy and thirsty than Diesel (at least it’s quicker), and feels a little artificial 
^ The Pick: Greenies won’t like you anyway, so give ’em good reason with the 382kW Turbo 

Diesel 

$106,100 

V6TD 3.0 

193 580 

A8 

2110 7.2 

- 

6.6 

D 

63 

A 


_$_107,600 

ye _.__3.6 

220 400 

A8 

2040 7.6 

^ 

9.2 

95 

63 

a” 

S Diesel 

$144,400' 

V8TTD~4.2 

283''850 

' A8" 

2215 5.3 ’ 

- 

8.0 ' 

D 

'63”’ 

A 

S 

$141,200 

V6TT 3.6 

309 550 

A8 

2085 5.4 

- 

9.5 

95 

62 01/15 

A 

S E-Hybrid 

$140,800 

V6H 3.6 

306’590 

A8 ' 

2350 " 5.9 ‘ 

- 

3.4 

95 

62 ' 12 / 14 ’ 

A 

GTS 

$154,200 

V6TT 3.6 

324 600 

A8 

2110 5.1 


9.8 

98 

62 

A 

Turbo 

$232,900 

V8TT 4.8 

382 750 

A8 

2185 4.4 


11.2 

98 

62 

A 

Turbo S 

$284,300 

V8TT 4.8 

419 800 

A8 

2235 4.1 


11.5 

98 

61 

A 



Proton 


5yr/150.000km 
WWW. pro ton. com.au 


Last shot at success 



^ 1. Smart looks; keen pricing; five-year service package; Lotus-developed suspension 

(Kl Underwhelming engine; poor cabin quality; lack of overall appeal 

The Pick: Proton’s five-star support package has appeal, if you treat cars as appliances 

GX 

$15,490 L4 1.6 

80 150 M5 1305 12.0 

7.2 

95 48 F 

GX 

$17,490 L4 1.6 

80 150 G 1325 12.5 

7.4 

95 47 F 

GXR 

$22,990 L4T 1.6 

103 205 G 1356 9.6 

8.6 

95 47 F 



S is for sport, we're told 


0 Heaps of standard gear; safe in a crash 

; better looker than already sharp Preve sedan 

' El Preve turbo is slightly faster to 100km/h; manual gearbox option not here yet 

The Pick: Wait for the Super Premium before doing anything rash 


$20,990 L4T 1.6 

103 

205 G 

1355 9.9 - 8.8 

95 53 

F 

$25,790 L4T 1.6 

103 

205 G 

1370 9.9 - 8.8 

95 54 

F 


Australia's most affordable 7-seater 
17} Driveaway pricing; solid after-sales service; spacious and flexible interior 
\S1 Four star ANCAP safety; lacking performance; no cruise control on GX; no curtain airbags 
The Pick: Exora GXR gains useful kit including leather, reverse camera and cruise 


GX 

$25,990 

L4T 

1.6 

103 

205 

G 

1475 - 

- 

8.2 

91 

48 

F 

GXR 

$27,990 

L4T 

1.6 

103 

205 

G 

1485 - 

- 

8.2 

91 

48 

F 


Renault 


5yr/unlimited km 
www.renault.com.au 



Charming new Clio blends dynamic excellence with terrific new turbocharged engines 

E 1-2 turbo dual-clutch only; some (optional) colour-coding looks cheap; no rear airbags 
The Pick: The Expression three-pot manual, or the superb Renaultsport in base trim 


Authentique TGe90 

$16,790 

L3T 

0.9 

66 

135 

M5 

1019 

12.2 

- 

4.5 

95 

52 


F 

Expression TGe90 

$18,290 

L3T 

0.9 

66 

135 

M5 

1019 

12.2 

- 

4.5 

95 

51 

10/13 

F 

Expression TGe120 

$20,290 

L4T 

1.2 

88 

190 

S6 

1104 

10.6 

17.6 

5.2 

95 

50 

03/15 

F 

Dynamique TGe120 

$23,990 

L4T 

1.2 

88 

190 

S6 

1104 

9.4 

- 

5.2 

95 

50 

10/13 

F 

GT 

$25,490 

L4T 

1.2 

88 

190 

S6 

1120 

9.4 

- 

5.2 

95 

56 


F 

GT Premium 

$28,990 

L4T 

1.2 

88 

190 

S6 

1120 

9.4 

- 

5.2 

95 

54 


F ^ 

RS200 Sport 

$29,490 

\4T 

1.6 

147 

240 

S6 

1218 

6.7 

14.9 

6.3 

95 

56 


F 

RS200GUP 

$31,990 

’ L4T 

1.6 

147 

'240 

S6 

1218 

6.9 

15.0 

6.3 

95 

55 

ow' 

F 

RS200 Sport Prem. 

$34,990 

L4T 

1.6 

147 

240 

S6 

1218 

6.7 

14.9 

6.3 

95 

55 


F 

RS200 Cup Prem. 

$37,490 

L4T 

1.6 

147 

240 

S6 

1218 

6.7 

14.9 

6.3 

95 

55 


F 


Megane 


Handling champs 


Authentique 

Authentique 

Authentique 

GT-Line 

GT-Line 

GT-Line Prennium 
GT-Line Premium 
Dynamique Wagon 
Dynamique Wagon 


0 RS265 is brilliant; GT220 is a cracking fast wagon; re-platformed base cars handle well 

E No GT-Line manuals for Australia; Renault’s build quality is far from Japanese-perfect 
- The Pick: The RS265 - it’s our hot-hatch benchmark. Or the feisty GT220 wagon 

$20,990 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

M6 

1205 

10.7 

17.4 5.6 

95 

48 04/15 

F 

$23,490 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

S6 

1247 

10.9 

5.6 

95 

47 

F 

$25,990 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

240 

S6 

1250 

11.7 

4.5 

D 

47 

F 

$26,990 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

S6 

1247 

10.9 

5.6 

95 

47 

F 

$29,490 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

240 

S6 

1290 

11.7 

4.5 

' D 

47 " 

F 

$30,990 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

S6 

1247 

_10.9^ 

5.6 

. 

46 

^ F 

$33,490 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

240 

S6 

1290 

11.7 

4.5 

D 

45 

F 

$27,490 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

S6 

1252 

10.9 

5.6 

95 

47 

F 

$28,990 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

240 

S6 

1288 

11.7 

4.5 

D 

46 

F 




Eng 

Eng 



Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuei 


Resaie 

issue 



Price 

type 

size Power 

Torgue Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

GT-Line Wagon 

$28,990 

L4T 

1.2 97 ' 

205 

S6 

1252 

10.9 

- 

5.6 

95 

47 


F 

GT-Line Wagon 

$31,490 

L4TD 

1.5 81 

240 

S6 

1288 

11.7 

- 

4.5 

D 

45 


F 

GT-Line Prem Wag 

$32,990 

L4T 

1.2 97 

205 

S6 

1252 

10.9 

- 

5.6 

95 

46 


F 

GT-Line Prem Wag 

$35,490 

L4TD 

1.5 81 

240 

S6 

1288 

11.7 

- 

4.5 

D 

45 


F 

GT220 

$35,990 

L4T 

2.0 162 

340 

M6 

1326 

7.6 

- 

13 

98 

45 


F 

GT 220 Wagon 

$37,490 

L4T 

2.0 162 ' 

’340 

M6 

1388 

7.2 

14.9 

7.3 

98 

45 

09/13 

F 

GT 220 Premium 

$39,990 

L4T 

2.0 162 

340 

M6 

1326 

7.6 

- 

7.3 

98 

44 


F 

GT 220 Prem Wagon $41,490 

L4T 

2.0 162 

340 

M6 

1388 

7.6 

- 

7.3 

98 

44 


F 

RS265CUP 

$43,990 

L4T 

2.0 195 

360 

M6 

1374 

6.5 

14.5 

7.5 

98 

46 

04/13 

F 

RS265 Cup Premium $47,990 

L4T 

2.0 195 

360 

M6_ 

1374 

6.0 

- 

7.5 

98 

46 


F 

RS275 Trophy 

$52,990 

L4T 

' 2.0 202 

'360 ’ 

M6 

'l376" 

6.0 

- 

7.5 

98 

”45 

' 03 / 15 ” 

F 


Megane CC 


Pretty on the outside 



E Cheaper than a VW Eos; newfound sense of style; smooth and reasonably sturdy 
[x] 2.0-litre and CVT struggle with all that folding-hardtop lard ; deserves a low-boost turbo 
The Pick: Arguably the sporty GT-Line, though Holden's slick new Cascade is cheaper 

Dynamique 

$38,990 

L4 

2.0 103 ” 

195 

C 

1596 11.7 - 8.1 95 

50 - 

F 

GT-Line 

$44,490 

L4 

2.0 103 

195 

C 

1596 11.7 - 8.1 95 

49 - 

F 

Floride 

$45,990 

L4 

2.0 103 

195 

C 

1596 11.7 - 8.1 95 

49 - 

F 



Bottom of the mid-size pile 




0 Equipment for the price; torquey turbo-diesel undercuts syrupy V6 

ELacks ride comfort and handling balance; average performance; it’s a Samsung SMS 



• The Pick: A Mondeo, Passat, ! 

Skoda Superb or Mazda 6 are all superjor options 


Dynamique 

$37,490 

V6 

3.5 174 

330 

A6 

10.5 95 

45 06/11 

~T~ 

Dynamique 

$38,490 

L4TD 

2.0 127 

380 

A6 

1620 - - 6.5 D 

46 

F 

Privilege 

$43,490 

V6 

3.5 174 

330 

A6 

10.5 95 

45 07/11 

F 

Privilege 

$44,490 

L4TD 

2.0 127 

380 

A6 

1620 - - 6.5 D 

45 

F 


Tres chic 



0 Brings high style to the baby SUV segment; supple dynamics; plush seats; packaging 
ElOOkg weight gain takes the shine off Clio's drivetrains; laggy dual-clutch gearbox 


The Pick: Reduced 

price and weight of charming TCe90 three-pot manual earns our vote 

Expression TCe90 

$22,990 

L3T 

0.9 66 

135 

M5 im 

13.0 - 4.9 

95 50 

F 

Expression TCe120 

$25,990 

L4T 

1.2 88 ’ 

190 

S6 1215 

10.9 - 5.4 

95 50 

F 

Dynamique TCe120 

$27,990 

L4T 

1.2 88 

190 

S6 1215 

11.1 18.0 5.4 

95 49 05/15 

F 


j Koleos 


Euro badge without Euro flair 




0 Prettier facelift; plusher cabin with space up front; lots of cubbies; smart split tailgate 

E Mediocre drivetrains and dynamics (it’s X-Trail-based); tight rear seat 


•The Pick: A French 

-badged SUV, made in Korea, 

with Japanese underpinnings. No thanks 

Expression 4x2 

$28,490 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

M6 1557 

9.6 

95 57 

F 

Expression 4x2 

$29,990 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

C 1557 

9.3 

95 57 

F 

Bose Edition 4x2 

$37,490 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

C 1557 

9.3 

95 59 

F 

Bose Edition 4x4 

$40,490 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

C 1680 

10.6 17.6 9.5 

95 58 08/14 

A 

Bose Edition 4x4 

$42,490 

L4TD 

2.0 127 

320 

A6 1789 

7.6 

D 58 

A 

Sport Way 4x2 

$37,490 

_L4 

2.5 126 

226 

_C 1622 

9.3 

D 

F 

Sport Way 4x2 

$39,490 

L4TD 

2.0 127 

320 

A6 1762 

7.0 

D 54 

F 

Privilege 4x4 

$45,240 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

C 1557 

9.5 

95 58 

A 

Privilege 4x4 

$47,240 

L4TD 

2.0 127 

320 

A6 1789 

7.6 

D 58 

A 



Rolls-Royce www.rolls-roycemotorcars.com 


'Baby' of the range Rolls on 

0 Presence and grace, without arrogance; stonking V12; suicide (sorry, ’coach’) rear doors 
[ElShares plenty of mechanicals with 7 Series, but who cares when it’s this impressive? 

The Pick: You've decided on the Roller, so money is no object - go the long wheelbase 

$595,000 V12TT 6.6 420'780 A8 2360 ^4.9 - 13.6 95 63 08/10 R 



$675,000 V12TT 6.6 420 780 A8 - - - 13.7 95 63 F 

Silent coupe assassin 

0 Subtly flamboyant styling ; super-smooth and effortlessly powerful ; rarity; presence 
[xfAt 5.3m long and nearly 2.4 tonnes, there's a limit to the Wraith's dynamic credentials 
The Pick: Just the one Sir (or Madam), but no coupe on earth will make life so easy 
$645,000 V12TT 6.6 465 800 A8 2360 4.6 14.0 95 53 F 

[ _ Perennial land-yacht still magnificent 


W\ Powerful, stately engine; jaw-dropping presence; ultra-luxe cabin; suicide doors 
[xlSheer size huaelv intimidatino for all concerned, as is Phantom’s million-dollar oricetao 


The Pick: Any of them : the sedan is as palatial as they come; coupe dials up the sex factor 


$855,000 ' V12 

6.7 338" 

720 A8 

2649' 5.9 - 

14.8 95 

61 '05/04 

R 

EWB 

$990,000 V12 

6.7 338 

720 A8 

2670 5.9 - 

14.9 95 

61 

R 

Coupe 

$995,000 V12 

6.7 338 

720 A8 

2629 5.6 - 

14.8 95 

61 

R 

Drophead 

$1,075,000 V12 

6.7 338 

720 A8 

2630 - 

14.8 95 

61 

R 



Skoda 


3yr/unlimited km 
www.skoda.com.au 


A Polo with more 


0 More personality than a Polo; classy interior; tractable engines; safety and equipment 
[EJCruise not standard; sports suspension lacks suppleness; low-speed steering feel 
The Pick: Practicality of the wagon makes it a winner, and stick with the base 66TSI 


66TSI 

66TSI wagon 
81TSI 

81TSI wagon 


$y5,990 

$17,140 


L4T_ 
L4T ' 


_T2 66 160 
' 1.2 81 '175 


M5 1042 10.9 
S7 T087 9.4 


4.8 95 63 
4.8 "95 62^09/15 


$20,290 L4T 1.2 66 160 M5 1066 11.0 - 4.8 95 62 09/15 F 


$21,440 L4T 1.2 81 175 S7 1111 9.6 


4.8 95 60 


@ H ©wheelsaustralia 1 53 




















Price 

type 

s^e 

Power Torque 

Trans. 

Kerb 0-100 0-400 

weight km/h metres 

Fuel 

RON 

Resale Issue 
% tested 

Drive 


Space, the family frontier 



— 



0 Expanded and brilliantly packaged Polo platform; Mk6 Golf's gutsy 90TSI turbo four 
15] Dark and dull interior reflects its budget status; not a handling hero; old-gen VW teci 
The Pick: The cheaper, the better, because the Rapid is a long way from Skoda's best 

1 

77TSI Ambition 

$18,990 

L4T 

1.2 

77 175 

M6 

1155 10.2 - 

5.4 

95 

50 08/14 

T~ 

90TSI Ambition 

$21,890 

L4T 

1.4 

90 200 

S7 

1210 9.4 - 

6.0 

95 

50 

F 

90TSI Monte Carlo 

$23,750 

L4T 

1.4 

90 200 

57 

1210 9.4 - 

6.0 

95 

51 08/14 

F 

1 

Yeti 

1 

Not at all abominable 





g. 

0 Ultra-compact MPV/SUV that prioritises cabin- and drivetrain-efficiency; brilliant 90TSI 

No AWD petrol option; 4x4 is almost Tiguan money; small boot; someNVH issues 

The Pick: Now even cheaper front-drive 1.2 turbo is light, roomy and great value 

Active 77TSI ' 

$23,490 

L4T 

1.2 

77 175 

M6 

1380 11.4 - 

6.0 

95 

56 

F 

Active 77TSI ^ 

$25,790 

L4T 

1.2 

77 175 

57 

1410 11.7 - 

6.7 

95 

55 

F 

Ambition 90TSI 

$28,290 

L4T 

1.4 

90 200 

57 

1445 10.6 - 

6.8 

95 

56 07/14 

F 

Outdoor 103TDI 4x4^ 

$33,590 

L4TD 

2.0 

103 350 

56 

1595 10.2 - 

6.7 

D 

56 

A 


Octavia 

■ 

Unbeatable space for your dollar 





Spacious interior; enormous luggage capacity; eager and efficient engines; great value 
151 Only 1 .8T and RS get multi-link IRS ; restless ride of torsion-beam models 
• The Pick: An IRS-equipped Elegance or the Golf GTI's girthy, value-packed sister, the RS 

Ambition 

$21,690 

L4T 

1.4 

103 250 

M6 

1302 8.4 - 

5.7 

95 

50 02/14 

F 

Ambition 

$23,990 

L4T 

1.4 

103 250 

57 

1317 8.5 - 

5.2 

95 

50 

F 

Ambition wagon 

$23,040 

L4T 

1.4 

103 250 

M6 

1340 8.5 - 

5.7 

95 

50 

F 

Ambition wagon 

$25,340 

L4T 

1.4 

103250 

57 

1355 8.6 - 

5.2 

95 

49 

F 

Ambition Plus 

$24,490 

L4T 

1.4 

103 250 

M6 

1302 8.4 - 

5.7 

95 

50 

F 

Ambition Plus 

$26,790 

L4T 

1.4 

103 250 

57 

1317 8.5 - 

5.2 

95 

49 

F 

Ambition Plus wagon$25, 840 

L4T 

1.4 

103 250 

M6 

1340 8.5 - 

5.7 

95 

49 

F 

Ambition Plus wagon$28,140 

L4T 

1.4 

103 250 

57 

1355 8.6 - 

5.2 

95 

49 

F 

Elegance 

$32,190 

L4T 

1.4 

103 250 

57 

1317 8.5 - 

5.2 

95 

48 

F 

Elegance wagon 

$33,540 

L4T 

1.4 

103 250 

57 

1355 8.6 - 

5.2 

95 

48 

F 

Elegance 

$34,690 

L4T 

1.8 

132 250 

57 

1350 7.4 - 

5.9 

95 

48 

F 

Elegance wagon 

$36,040 

L4T 

1.8 

132 250 

57 

1367 7.1 15.3 

6.1 

95 

47 04/14 

F 

Elegance 

$35,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 320 

56 

1397 8.6 - 

4.9 

D 

48 

F 

Elegance wagon 

$36,840 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 320 

56 

1435 8.7 - 

4.9 

D 

47 

F 

RS 162 TSI 

$36,490 

L4T 

2.0 

162 350 

M6 

1397 6.8 - 

6.4 

98 

48 

F 

RS162 TSI 

$38,790 

L4T 

2.0 

162 350 

56 

1417 6.9 - 

6.6 

98 

48 

F 

RS162 TSI wagon 

$37,840 

L4T 

2.0 

162 350 

'M6 

1438 8.7 - 

6.4 

98 

49 10/14 

F 

RS 162 TSI wagon 

$40,140 

L4T 

2.0 

162 350 

56 

1458 7.1 

6.6 

98 

49 

F 

RS 135 TDI 

$39,790 

L4TD 

2.0 

135 380 

56 

1462 8.2 - 

5.2 

D 

48 

F 

RS 135 TDI wagon 

$41,140 

L4TD 

2.0 

135 380 

56 

1503 8.3 - 

5.3 

D 

49 

F 


Scout 


Bob-a-job week, daily 






Jacked-up Octavia is a fine compact SUV alternative; grunty oiler; roomy interior 
(51 Not as slick or refined as its Golf Mk7 and A3 sisters, though the Scout has a definite USP 


The Pick: Unless you travel big distances, or want a manual ’box, the 1.8 turbo-petrol DSG 

110 TDI 

$32,990 

L4TD 

2.0 110 340 

M6 

1561 9.1 - 

5.3 

D 

51 

A 



THE fastest Subarus on the 
market are now slightly safer with 
the introduction of some crash- 
avoidance technologies to the WRX 
and STI Premium models. 

Blind spot warning and auto 
high-beam headline the changes, 
while there’s now a camera in 
the passenger exterior mirror 
that gives better side vision when 
reversing - handy to avoid 
scuffing the 18-inch alloys. 


The unchanged regular WRX is 
also unchanged on the price front, 
while the WRX Premium increases 
by $900 and the STi Premium by 
$400. Entry to the base STi has 
come down $500. 

As for the Japanese brand’s 
Eyesight technology - which 
uses twin cameras to look for 
other vehicles and instigate 
auto braking - it’s not yet 
available on the WRX or STi. 


r 


132 TSI 
135 TDI 



Eng 

Eng 




Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 Fuel 


Resale Issue 


Price 

type 

size 

Power 

Torgue 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres cons. 

RON 

% tested 

Drive 

$38,590 

L4T 

1.8 

132 

280 

S6 

1557 

7.8 

7.1 

95 

51 

A 

$41,390 

L4TD 

2.0 

135 

380 

S6 

1594 

7.8 

5.3 

D 

51 

A 




The name almost fits 


® legi'oom this side of a Caprice; tech-savvy drivetrains; classy interior 

g] Badge snobs will scoff; ride should be plusher for this category of car; homely sedan 
• The Pick: V6 is a hard-charger, but TSI and TDI are the smart Falcadore alternatives 

Ambition 118TSI $38,990 

L4T 

1.8 118 

250 

S7 

1561 

8.5 

- 

7.3 

95 

51 

02/10 

F 

Ambition 103TDI $38,990 

L4TD 

2.0 103 

320 

S6 

1602 

10.2 

- 

6.1 

D 

51 


F 

Ambition 103TDI 4x4 $41,990 

L4TD 

2.0 103 

320 

S6 

1678 

10.7 

- 

6.4 

D 

51 


A 

Ambition TSI wagon $40,990 

L4T 

1.8 118 

250 

S7 

1583 

8.6 

- 

7.5 

95 

51 

09/10 

F 

Ambition 103TDI wqn$40,990 

L4TD 

2.0 103' 

320 

S6 

1624 

10.3 

- 

6.2 

D 

51 


F 

Ambition TDI 4x4 wg $43,990 

L4TD 

2.0 103 

320 

S6 

1700 

10.8 

- 

6.5 

D 

51 


A 

Elegance 118TSI $45,490 

L4T 

1.8 118 

250 

S7 

1561 

8.6 

16.3 

7.3 

95 

52 

07/11 

F 

Elegance 103TDI 4x4 $48,490 

L4TD 

2.0 103 

320 

S6 

1678 

10.7 

- 

6.4 

D 

52 


A 

Elegance 125TDI $48,490 

L4TD 

2.0 125 

350 

S6 

1605 

8.8 

- 

6.3 

D 

52 


F 

Elegance 191FSI $56,490 

V6 

3.6 191 

350 

S6 

1755 

6.5 

- 

10.3 

95 

51 

08/09 

A 

Elegance TSI wagon $47,490 

L4T 

1.8 il8 

250 

S7 

1583 

8.6 

- 

7.5 

95 

52 

12/10 

F 

Elegance TDI 4x4 wg $50,490 

L4TD 

2.0 103 

320 

S6 

1700 

10.8 

- 

6.5 

D 

52 


A 

Elegance 125TDI wgn$50,490 

L4TD 

2.0 125 

350 

S6 

1627 

8.9 

- 

6.6 

D 

52 


F 

Elegance 191FSI wgn $58,490 

V6 

3.6 191 

350 

S6 

1777 

6.6 

- 

10.4 

95 

51 


A 

Outdoor 125 TDI $52,690 

L4TD 

2.0 125 

350 

S6 


8.8 


5.9 

D 

51 


A 



Smart 


3yr/unlimited 

www.smartaustralia.com.au 


There's only two 
E] Bigger, with gains in safety, comfort and space; extra herbs from 1 .0-iitre three pots 
[HlNot a iot of metai for the money; harsh ride; frustrating sequentiai gearbox 
The Pick: There’s a piace in the worid for this sort of car, but not at this price 


$17,110 

L3 

1.0 

52 

92 

S5 

825 

13.3 - 

4.4 

95 

52 02/09 R 

$19,690 

L3 

1.0 

52 

92 

S5 

855 

13.3 - 

4.4 

95 

52 R 


Ssangyong 


3yr/100, 000km 
www.ssangyong.com.au 


It actually stands for 'Korea can do' 


Equipment for the asking price; inoffensive looks; decent fuel economy 
[^Sloppy steering; laggy diesel; anaemic petrol; third-world image 
« The Pick: Base S is priced too close to other A-grade medium SUVs for us to recommend it 


S 

SX AWD 


$25,990 L4 2.0 110 197 A6 1599 


7.9 91 55 


$27,990 L4TD 2.0 129 360 A6 1747 - - 7.5 D 55 A 

Frankenstein with lipstick 

M Cheap road to seven seats; standard equipment list from a much higher price bracket 
[H)A generational leap forward, yet the rear end still looks like unfinished business 
The Pick: A vasectomy. Or a second-hand Honda Odyssey. If you must, the base S 


S 

S 

SPR 


$29,990 L4TD 2.0 114 360 M6 1968 


7.6 D 52 


$31,990 L4TD 2.0 114 360 A5 1992 


7.8 D 52 



$36,990 L4TD 2.0 114 360 A5 1992 - - 7.8 D 52 

1^^ A rough-and-ready 4x4 

Switchable 4WD with high- and low-range and a 2.6-tonne braked towing capacity 
r?] Separate-chassis structure adds weight and kills agility; it's outdated and ungainly 
The Pick: A second-hand Toyota 4WD of some description. Or even a Pajero... 

$39,990 


2.0 115 360 A5 1985 


Subaru 


7.8 D 49 


3yr/unlimited 

www.subaru.com.au 


Impreza now more impressive 



[-<1 A decent looker; classier cabin with fresh infotainment; unrivalled durability reputation 
[KjUninspiring, torque-deprived 2.0-litre four; dynamically, it’s all a bit soggy 

The Pick: Impreza has made up some ground, and base-model price is now drive-away 


2.0i hatch 

$22,990* 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

M6 

1345 

10.5 - 

7.1 

91 

59 

04/12 

A 

2.0i hatch 

$24,990* 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

C 

1385 

11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

58 

04/12 

A 

2. Oi sedan 

$22,990* 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

M6 

1345 

10.5 - 

7.1 

91 

56 

04/12 

A 

2. Oi sedan 

$24,990* 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

C 

1385 

11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

55 

08/12 

A 

2.0i Premium hatch 

$'21,400 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

M6 

1335 

10.5 - 

7.1 

91 

62 

04/12 

A 

2.0i Premium hatch 

$23,400 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

C 

1375 

11.1 - 

6.8 

91 _ 

62 

04/12 

A 

2. Oi Premium sedan $21,400 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

M6 

1335 

10.5 - 

7.1 

91 

62 

04/12 

A 

2.0i Premium sedan $23,400 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

C 

1375 

11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

61 

04/12 

A 

2.0i-S hatch 

$27,400 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

C 

1385 

11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

62 

04/12 

A 

2.0i-S sedan 

$27,400 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

C 

1385 

11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

62 

04/12 

A 



XV gets jack of Impreza 
^ Cool colours, black alloys and extra ground clearance; more fun than an Impreza 
[xlMinuscule boot; non-switchable ESC kills the fun factor on dirt; deserves Forester’s 2.5 
The Pick: Rivals Qashqai, ASX and S-Cross. We’d go Qashqai, though the XV has its appeal 

2.0 110 196 M6 1390 10.5 - 73 9^ 


$26,490 F4 


58 


$28,990 F4 2.0 110 196 C 1420 10.7 - 7.5 91 58 
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— NEW — 
: ARRIVALS 

I New models 
; for the month ^1 
highlighted ^ 


Showroom 




Eng 

E 




Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 Fuel 


Resale 

issue 



Price 

type 

size 

Power Torque 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

2.0i-L 

$29,990 

F4 

2.0 

110 

196 

M6 

1405 

10.5 

7.3 

91 

58 


A 

2.0i-L 

$32,490 

F4 

2.0 

110 

196 

C 

1435 

10.7 

7.5 

91 

58 


A 

2.0i-S 

$32,490 

F4 

2.0 

110 

196 

M6_ 

1415 

_10.5_ 

7.3 

91 

_58 


A 

2.0i-S 

$34,990 

F4 

2.0 

110 

196 

G 

1445 

10.7 

7.5 

91 

57 

IS 

' A 



New-qeneration icon 



1 Rex and STi finally get the chassis fluidity they deserve, and good cabins, for a top price 
[SI WRX lacks STi's better-quality seats and its 17-inch alloys look tiny; unyielding ride 

The Pick: Despite WRX's all-new engine, the sharply focused STi is worth the extra coin 

$38,990 

F4T 

2.0 

197 350 

M6 

1469 6.0 

9.2 

95 66 

A 

$40,990 

F4T 

2.0 

197 350 

G 

1527 6.3 

8.6 

95 66 08/14 

A 

$43,990 

F4T 

2.0 

197 350 

M6 

1504 6.0 

9.2 

95 65 05/14 

A 

$45,990 

F4T 

2.0 

197 350 

G 

1562 6.3 

8.6 

95 65 

A 

$49,990 

F4T 

2.5 

221 407 

^ M6 

1525 4.9 

10.4 

98 65 

A 

$54,990 

F4T 

2.5 

221 407 

M6 

1537 5.3 

13.6 10.4 

98 65 09/14 

A 


Ugly no longer 

1^ Massive price cuts and a big iift in styie; ciassy interior; smooth refinement; AWD grip 
(HI Numb steering; unsettied ride; no manuais or GTs; 2.5i doesn't sound iike a fiat four 
The Pick: Not the driver's car it once was, but if you can stretch to it, the 3.6R 



2.5i 

2.5i Premium 

2.0D 

2.0D 

2.0D Premium 
2.0D Premium 
3.6R Premium 


$29,990 

F4 

2.5 

129 ‘235 G 1542 9.6 

7.3 

91 

55 

03/15 

~A 

$35,490 

F4 

2.5 

129 235 G 1568 9.6 

7.3 

91 

55 


A 

$41,990 

F6 

3.6 

191 350 G 1645 " 7.3 ' 

15.3 9.9 ' 

91 

'55' 

02715 

’ A ” 

J Outback 1 

Classy SUV alternative 


U 




1 0 Better-riding than Liberty; neat styling; extensive equipment; impressive CVTtranm 
1 IS) No petrol manuals; weirdly weighted steering; flat six is so smooth it lacks character 
The Pick: Arguably better than its Liberty stablemate in all drivetrain variations 


$35,990 

F4 

2.5 

129 235 G 1597 10.2 

7.3 

91 

59 

03/15 

~ Y ~ 

$41,490 

F4 

2.5 

129 235 G 1628 10.2 

7.3 

91 

59 


A 

$35,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

110 350 M6 1630 9.7 

5.7 

D 

61 


A 

$37,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

110 350 G 1684 9.9 

6.3 

D 

61 


A 

$41,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

110 350 M6 1668 9.7 

5.7 

D 

61 


A 

$43,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

110 350 G 1723 9.9 

17.0 6.3 

D 

60 

07/15 

A 

$47,990 

F6 

3.6 

191 350 G 1702 7.6 

9.9 

95 

59 

02/15 ’ 

A 

1 BRZ 

■ 

Brilliantly engineered by Subaru 




■'-1 

lU Superb steering, balance; engine above 4500rpm; driveaway pricing; free servicing 
|x] Sounds like a Forester at low revs; not as rapid as a WRX; same wheels as the Toyots 


The Pick: Same as Toyota 86, but slightly less oversteery. Your choice 




$37,150 

F4 

2.0 147 205 M6 1256 7.6 

7.8 

98 

55' 

09/12 

~ 

$39,730 

F4 

2.0 147 205 A6 1286 8.2 

7.1 

98 

55 


R 


Subtiy satisfying 



!Zl Spacious cabin; fluid handling; impressive ride and refinement; XT's impressive pace 

1 Engines don't really sound like flat fours any more; full-size spare robs boot space 

The Pick: Alongside BRZ and terrific new WRX, it’s the best Subaru on sale 


2.0i-L 

$29,990 

F4 

2.0 

110 

198 

M6 

1489 

10.6 

- 

7.2 

90 

61 

A 

2.5i-L 

$32,990 

F4 

2.5 

126 

235 

G 

1519 

10.1 

/7.2 

8.1 

90 

61 

08/14 

A 

2.5i-S 

$39,490 

F4 

2.5 

126 

235 

G 

1555 

9.9 

- 

8.1 

90 

61 

A 

2.0D-L 

$33,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

108 

350 

M6 

1578 

10.2 

- 

5.9 

D 

62 

06/13 

A 

2.0D-L 

$35,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

108 

350 

G 

1633 

- 

- 

6.3 

D 

62 

A 

2.0D-S 

$39,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

108 

350 

M6 

1612 

10.2 

- 

5.9 

D 

62 


2.0D-S 

$41,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

108 

350 

G 

1667 

- 

- 

6.4 

D 

62 

A 

XT 

$40,990 

F4T 

2.0 

177 

350 

G 

1631 

7.5 

- 

8.1 

95 

61 

A 

XT Premium 

$47,990 

F4T 

2.0 

177 

350 

G 

1649 

7.5 


8.1 

95 

61 

A 





Suzuki 


3yr/100,000km 

www.suzuki.com.au 


Cheap seats ain't so bad 
Drive-away pricing; rear seatbelt reminders; peppy three-pot; decent ride and handling 
Looks geeky; ridiculous name; steering a bit vague; CVT slippage at full throttle 
The Pick: Sweet manual gearbox makes Suzuki's toaster-on-wheels better than it looks 


$12,990* 


1.0 50 90 M5 830 12.9 18.6 4.1 91 64 06/15 F 


$13,990* 


1.0 50 90 C 860 

Quiet achiever 


13.5 - 4.8 91 64 05/15 F 



^ Impressively refined and dynamic; seven airbags; Sport is a decent budget warm hatch 
IKI Sport is too expensive compared to a Fiesta ST; 1 .4 is less powerf u I than old Swift’s 1 .5 
The Pick: Mid-range GL is great value; Sport is a much better steer than Veloster or Koup 

GL 

$15,990 

L4 

1.4 

70 130 

M5 

1005 - 

5.5 

91 

63 01/12 

F 

GL 

$17,990 

L4 

1.4 

70 130 

A4 

1025 11.5 

18.3 6.2 

91 

62 03/15 

F 

GL Navigator 

$17,490 

L4 

1.4 

70 130 

M5 

1005 9.8 

16.9 5.5 

91 

62 11/11 

F 

GL Navigator 

$19,490 

L4 

1.4 

70 130 

A4 

1025 - 

6.2 

91 

61 

F 

GLX Navigator 

$19,990 

L4 

1.4 

70 130 

M5 

1025 - 

5.5 

91 

63 05/11 

F 

GLX Navigator 

$21,990 

L4 

1.4 

70 130 

A4 

1045 - 

6.2 

91 

62 01/12 

F 

Sport 

$24,490 

L4 

1.6 

100 160 

M6 

1060 8.6 

16.3 6.5 

95 

63 11/13 

F 

Sport 

$26,490 

L4 

1.6 

100 160 

G 

1075 - 

6.1 

95 

63 

F 



Crosses over to modernity 
Neatly straddles two small-SUV classes in size but not price; 110kg lighter than old SX4 
nn Only adequate power; too much like a Swift inside; top model expensive for this class 
• The Pick: GL manual dangerously close to a base Golf so possibly a GLX AWD. If we had to 


GL 

GL 

GLNav 


$22,990 L4 1.6 86 156 M5 1085 - 


5.8 91 62 


$25,490 L4 1.6 86 156 G 1125 


5.8 91 62 


GLX 

GLX 


GLX Pr estige 




Eng 

Eng 



Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuei 


Resale 

issue 


Price 

type 

size 

Power 

Torque Trans, weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

$29,990 

L4 

1.6 

86 

156 

G 1125 

10.5 

17.6 

5.8 

91 

61 

05/15 

F 

$32,990 

L4 

1.6 

86 

156 

G 1190 

- 

- 

6.2 

91 

61 


A 

$34,990 

L4 

1.6 

86 

156 

G 1190 

- 

- 

6.2 

91 

61 


A 


Winning mid-sized Swift sibling 


it {Z Cool name; well-equipped; (mostly) quality materials; (mostly) good handling 

1 [E] Tight rear leg- and headroom; CVT lacks the fizz of the manual; deserves more grunt 

The Pick: Kizashi over a Korean if you want a value-packed medium sedan 

$28,990 L4 

2.4 131 

230 IV16 

1445 - 

7.9 

91 

57 

F 

$31,490 L4 

2.4 131 

230 G 

1485 - 

7.9 

91 

55 

F 

$37,990 L4 

2.4 131 

230 G 

1530 - 

7.9 

91 

56 

F 

$39,990 L4 

2.4 131 

230 G 

1600 - 

8.4 

91 

57 

A 


Jimny Sierra 


Lives on with stability control 
El Surprisingly capable off-road; proven mechanicals; cheapest way to go bush bashing 
I£] Bouncy ride and poor handling; unrefined; gutless engine means you'll be revving it 
The Pick: With a pair of live axles, it's a true 4WD, but if that's your thing, see below... 

$20,990 L4 1.3 63 110 M5 1060 - - 7.1 91 61 _A 


$22,990 L4 1.3 63 110 A4 1075 - 


7.4 91 60 


^ The only ’soft-roader’ with real off-road ability; five-door’s decent room and handling 
[E] Diesel snatchy and slow; petrol coarse and almost as lethargic; poor refinement and ride 
The Pick: If you spend most of your time on bitumen, there are more refined alternatives 

3dr 

$24,990 

L4 

2.4 122 225 

M5 1489 - 

8.8 

91 

58 

A 

3dr 

$26,990 

L4 

2.4 122 225 

A4 1509 - 

9.6 

91 

57 

A 

Urban 5dr 

$26,490 

L4 

2.4 122 225 

M5 1605 - 

8.9 

91 

60 

A 

U'ban Navigator 5dr $28,490 

L4 

2.4 122 225 

A4 1628 - 

9.9 

91 

60 

A 

Luxury 5dr 

$29,490 

L4 

2.4 122 225 

A4 1628 - 

9.9 

91 

60 

A 

Sport 5dr 

$30,990 

L4 

2.4 122 225 

M5 1605 - 

8.9 

91 

60 

A 

Sport 5dr 

$32,990 

L4 

2.4 122 225 

A4 1625 11.4 18.1 

9.9 

91 

60 06/12 

A 

Diesel 5dr 

$33,990 

L4TD 

1.9 95 300 

M5 1612 13.6 19.2 

7.6 

D 

58 09/08 

A 

Prestige 

$38,990 

L4 

2.4 122 225 

A4 1640 - 

9.9 

91 

60 

A 



Tesla 


4yr/80, 000km 
www.teslamotors.com/en_AU 


Space-age electric celebrity 



171 Multiple global 'Car of the Year' awards 

; incredible mega-tablet centre stack; modernity 

1 [HlCharging time; are ultra-conservative luxo buyers ready for a progressive car like this? 

The Pick: As a triumphant single-finger salute to the Europeans, any Model S you choose 

$113,152 

E 

- 235 

440 A1 

5.8 - 

0 

- 

55 R 

$122,433 

E 

- 245 

525 A1 

5.4 - 

0 


55 A 

$132,397 

_E 

- 278 

440 A1 

5.6 - 

0 

- 

54 R 

$141,677 

E 

- 311 

660 A1 

4.4 - 

0 

- 

54 A 

$178,532 

E 

- 515 

967 A1 

2239 3.0 - 

0 

- 

54 ^ A 


Toyota 


3yr/100, 000km 
www.toyota.com.au 



X-factor on face value 



' Updated Yaris gains striking new face, refinement improvements and fresh multimedia 

IS Ancient drivetrains; below-average fuel economy; flawed driving position 

The Pick: Hatch now 5dr oniy and best as a manual. Avoid the decade-old Yaris sedan 

$14,990 

L4 

1.3 63 

121 

M5 

1025 - 

5.7 

91 

64 

F 

$16,490 

L4 

1.3 63 

121 

A4 

1035 13.7 

19.3 6.3 

91 

63 03/15 

F 

$16,990 

L4 

1.5 80 

141 

M5 

1045 - 

5.8 

91 

63 

F 

$18,490 

L4 

1.5 80 

141 

A4 

1055 - 

6.3 

91 

62 

F 

$21,490 

L4 

1.5 80 

141 

A4 

1055 - 

6.3 

91 

62 

F 

$17,490 

L4 

1.5 80 

141 

M5 

1030 - 

6.1 

91 

60 

F 

$18,990 

L4 

1.5 80 

141 

A4 

1045 - 

6.7 

91 

60 

F 

$20,990 

L4 

1.5 80 

141 

A4 

1045 10.6 

6.7 

91 

60 

F 

1 Prius C 

OK 

Hybrid Yaris by another name 




Ei Diesel-beating fuel efficiency in a sub-$25K light hatch package 

1 IS Dull dynamics true to Prius tradition; budget plastics; C-grade in more than just name 

The Pick: A Polo 81TSI and Mazda 2 Genki are miles better, unless you’re eco-obsessed 

$22,990 

L4H 

1.5 74 

169 

G 

1120 - 

3.9 

91 

59 

F 

$25,990 

L4H 

1.5 74 

169 

G 

1140 - 

3.9 

91 

59 

F 


Finally, a Corolla we don't hate 


$25,490 L4 1.6 86 156 G 1125 - 


5.8 91 62 


Ascent hatch 
Ascent hatch 
Ascent Sport hatch 
Ascent Sport hatch 
Ascent sedan 
Ascent sedan 
SX hatch 
SX hatch 
SX sedan 
SX sedan 
ZR hatch 
ZR sedan 


Roomy and well-built; strong body; decent dynamics; attractive front end; reliability 

1 IS Heavier and slower than the previous model ; unexciting drivetrain ; snoozy sedan 

The Pick: Ascent Sport manual, but both Mazda 3 and Golf are more polished small cars 

$19,790 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

M6 

1255 - 

6.7 

91 

69 

F 

$21,790 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

G 

1275 - 

6.1 

91 

66 

F 

$20,790 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

M6 

1270 - 

6.7 

91 

68 

F 

$22,790 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

G 

1275 - 

6.1 

91 

66 10/15 

F 

$20,740 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

M6 

1250 - 

7.0 

91 

65 

F 

$22,990 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

G 

1280 - 

6.6 

91 

64 

F 

$23,490 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

M6 

1275 - 

6.7 

91 

65 

F 

$25,490 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

G 

1310 - 

6.1 

91 

65 

F 

$22,990 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

M6 

1255 - 

7.0 

91 

65 

F 

$25,240 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

G 

1285 - 

6.6 

91 

65 

F 

$28,990 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

G 

1275 - 

6.1 

91 

66 10/15 

F ^ 

$30,990 

L4 

1.8 

103 

173 

G 

1295 - 

6.6 

91 

63 

F 


@ H 1 # ©wheelsaustralisi 1 55 



















Eng 

Price type 

sSe 

Power Torque Trans. 

Kerb 0-100 

weight km/h 

0-400 Fuel 
metres cons. 

RON 

tested 

Drive 

— - 1 

1 Rukus H 

Is it really hip to be sguare? 





Funky dash layout and ’unique’ exterior styling; decent space and practicality 
(SI Does Gen Y really want a box on wheels? Drivetrain is unimpressive; average dynamics 


The Pick: Better to drive than a Kia Soul, but vastly inferior to a Skoda Yeti 



Build 1 

$26,990 L4 

2.4 

125 224 A4 

1390 - 

8.8 

91 55 


F 

Build 2 

$29,490 L4 

_ 2.4 

125 224 A4 

1420 - 

8.8 

91 56 


F 

Build 3 

$32,490 L4 

2.4 

125 224 A4 

1430 - 

8.8 

91 56 

08/10 

F 



New metal, sharp pricing 


Altise 
Altise 
AtaraS 
Atara S 
Atara SX 
Atara SL 
Atara SL 


j E Space and value; sweet hybrid drivetrain blends grunt and economy; SX's handling 

1 (HI Dull petrol four; six-speed auto not particularly intuitive; low-speed ride issues 

The Pick: SX iooks decent and handies weii, but an Atara S Hybrid makes the most sense 

$26,490 

L4 

2.5 

133 

231 

A6 

1460 - 

7.8 

91 

58 


F 

$30,490 

L4H 

2.5 

151 

270 

C 

1575 7.9 

15.7 5.2 

91 

58 

07/15 

F 

$29,490 

L4 

2.5 

135 _ 

235 

A6 

1460 - 

7.8 

91 

58 


F 

$32,490 

'l4H 

‘ 2.5 

151’ 

270 

C 

1575 - 

- 5.2 

91 

59 


F 

$31,990 

L4 

2.5 

135 

235 

A6 

1460 8.8 

16.4 7.8 

91 

58 

07/15 

F 

$37,440 

L4 

2.5 

135 

235 

A6 

1460 - 

7.8 

91 

55 


F 

$40,440 

L4H 

2.5 

151 

270 

C 

1575 - 

5.2 

91 

56 


F 




Prius hatch 


Clever, spacious, frugal 
Prius III is even more frugai, and it no ionger faiis over itseif in corners 
lEJStiii compieteiy emotioniess and artificiai to drive; arcade-game steering; poor resaie 
The Pick: It’ii haive your fuei biiis over a petroi-oniy Camry, but i-Tech is overpriced 

$33,490 L4H 1.8 100 142 C 1365 10.4 - 3.9 95 47 02/10 F 


$43,990 L4 H 1.8 100 1_42 C 10.4 - 3.9 95 48 02/10 F 

^ Avensis Verso painted green 
Voracious breeders wiii iove the waiiet-saving hybrid tech, and the extra seats 
IZI Being part of the Prius family means forfeiting driver enjoyment; zero boot with seats up 
The Pick: Be financially frugal and stick wih the base 


$34,490 L4H 1.8 100 142 C 1565 - 


4.4 95 53 07/12 F 


$44,490 L4H 


1.8 100 142 C 1565 - 

^ Still a Camry with extra pots 


4.4 95 51 


^ E Lovely 3.5-litre V6 delivers superb performance; Sportivo's sharper chassis and styling 

IXl Ride quality of Prodigy, Presara and Sportivo; average steering; power 

-down issues 


The Pick: Despite its ride issues, the upgraded Sportivo with its tougher style 



$36,490 V6 3.5 

200 336 A6 1525 6.1 14.2 9.3 

91 

44 

08/12 

F 

$40,990 V6 3.5 

200 336 A6 1555 - - 9.3 

91 

48 

06/12 

F 

$50,440 V6 3.5 

200 336 A6 1550 - - 9.3 

91 

48 

06/12 

F 


Superb, and not just for a Toyota 



y ^ ITT ’Hachi-roku’ is Japanese for brilliant rear-drive balance, driving purity and value 

lEI Prius-derived tyres make it skatey in the wet; some awkward styling details 



= The Pick: The GT is unbelievably good value. As in, we 

didn’t believe it’d cost just $30H 


GT 

$29,990 F4 

2.0 

147 

205 ’M6' 

1257 7.0 

15.0 

7.8 

95 

58' 

08/12 

' R 

GT 

$32,490 F4 

2.0 

147 

205 A6 

8.2 

- 

7.1 

95 

58 


R 

GTS 

$35,990 F4 

2.0 

147 

205 M6 

1275 7.6 

- 

7.8 

95 

58 

11/13 

R 

GTS 

$38,490 F4 

2.0 

147 

205 A6 

8.2 

- 

7.1 

95 

58 

10/12 

R 


The legendary family bus 


A E This is the people mover of people movers with a refined and updated interior 

SlWon't do much for your sex appeal; lacks the innovation of the 1990s 'egg' Tarago 



The Pick: if you can stretch the budget, get the GLi V6 and gain good sprog hauling torque 

GLi 

$46,990 

L4 

2.4 

125 

224 

C 

1795 - 

- 

8.9 

91 

59 


F 

GLX 

$49,490 

L4 

2.4 

125 

224 

C 

1795 - 

- 

8.9 

91 

59 


F 

GLi 

$51,990 

V6 

3.5 

202 

340 

A6 

1870 - 

- 

10.2 

95 

59 


F 

GLX 

$57,490 

V6 

3.5 

202 

340 

A6 

1870 - 

- 

10.3 

95 

59 


F 

Ultima 

$67,600 

V6 

3.5 

202 

340 

A6 

1930 - 

- 

10.3 

95 

60 


' F 



^ Is bigger really better? 


GX2WD 

GX2WD 

GXL2WD 

GXL2WD 

GX 

GX 

GX 

GXL 

GXL 

GXL 

Cruiser 

Cruiser 

Cruiser 



1 E Lots of room; decent versatility; capable performance; should be reliable 

1 lx) Bulky dashboard an ergonomic malaise; engine needs revs; not very good off-road 

The Pick: A CX-5, X-Traii, Kuga or Forester, though the roomy RAV4 has its appeal 

$27,490 

_L4 

2.0 

107 

187 

M6 

1485 

- 

- 

7.7 

91 

61 


F 

$29,990 

L4 

2.0 

107" 

l87 

C 

1520 


- 

‘7.4 

91" 

61’ 


F 

$31,490 

L4 

2.0 

107 

187 

M6 

1510 

- 

- 

7.7 

91 

61 


F 

$33,990 

L4 

2.0 

107 

187 

C 

1540 

- 

- 

7.4 

91 

61 


F 

$32,990 

L4 

2.5 

132 

233 

A6 

1605 

- 

- 

8.5 

91 

61 


A 

$33,990 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

340 

M6 

1630 

- 

- 

5.6 

D 

61 


A 

$36,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

340 

A6 

1640 

- 

- 

6.5 

D 

61 


A 

$36,990 

L4 

2.5 

132 

233 

A6 

1605 

9.9 

171 

8.5 

91 

61 

08/14 

A 

$37,990 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

340 

M6 

1660 

- 

- 

5.6 

D 

61 

■ 06/13 

A 

$40,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

340 

A6 

1660 

- 

- 

6.5 

D 

JL 


_A 

$42,990 

L4 

2.5 

132 

233 

M6 

1605 

- 

- 

8.6 

91 

61 


A 

$45,490 

L4 

2.5 

132 

233 

A6 

1605 

- 

- 

8.5 

91 

61 


A 

$48,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

340 

A6 

1660 

- 

- 

6.5 

D 

61 


A 


Tougher looks, better manners 


GX 

GX 

GXL 

GXL 

Grande 

Grande 


1 E Practical and roomy; quieter and more dynamically polished; strong engine; nice price 

1 IS) Lack of a diesel narrows its appeal ; average cabin plastics; no longer made in Japan 

The Pick: GX front-drive, with its standard seven seats and Australian suspension tune 

$40,990 

V6 

3.5 

201 337 

A6 

1935 8.3 

10.2 

91 

66 


F 

$44,990 

V6 

3.5 

20r 337 

' A6 

2005' 8.7 

10.6 

9” 

66 


A 

$49,990 

V6 

3.5 

201 337 

A6 

1950 8.3 

10.2 

91 

66 


F 

$53,990 

V6 

3.5 

201 337 

A6 

2020 8.7 

10.6 

91 

66 


A 

$63,142 

V6 

3.5 

201 337 

A6 

1990 8.3 

10.4 

91 

66 


F 

$67,130 

' V6 

3.5 

201' 337' 

A6 ' 

2060’'79 ' 

15.7 10.6' 

91 

65 

09/15' 

' A 


Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size 

Power Torque 

Trans. 

Kerb 0-100 

weight km/h 

0-400 Fuel 

RON 

Resale 

% 

Issue 

tested 

Drive 


" \ 1 Prado 

r Seven-seater 4WD with real off-road ability 


^dy| E Grunty petrol V6; clever off-road tech in Kakadu; massive 150-litre fuel tank 

[^Separate chassis and live rear axle hobbles handling; swing-out tailgate; old diesel 



The Pick: A Land Rover Discovery 4 smashes Prado for class, interior space and driveability 

GX 

$51,990 

L4TD 

3.0 

127 

410 

M6 

2195 - 

8.8 

D 

67 


A 

GX 

$54,490 

L4TD 

3.0 

127 

410 

A5 

2245 - 

8.8 

D 

67 


A 

GXL 

$58,490 

L4TD 

3.0 127 

410 

M6 

2290 - 

8.5 

D 

67 


A 

GXL 

$60,990 

L4TD 

3.0 127 

410 

A5 

2340_ - 

8.8 

D 

67 


A 

GXL 

$59,990 

V6 

4.0 202’ 

381' 

A5 

2240' - 

13.0 

91 

67 

02/11' 

A 

VX 

$72,600 

V6 

4.0 202 

381_ 

A5 

2250 - 

13.0 

91 

68 


A 

VX 

$73,600 

L4TD' 

3.0 127 ’ 

410 

A5 

2375' - 

8.8 

D 

68 

02/11 

A 

Kakadu 

$83,100 

V6 

4.0 202 

381 

A5 

2340 - 

13.0 

91 

69 


A 

Kakadu 

$84,100 

L4TD 

3.0 127 

410 

A5 

2420 - 

8.8 

D 

69 

10/10 

A 



More credible than a Hummer 

y!] Proper off-road ability combined with retro, butch styling and toey V6; 150-litre fuei tank 
[ElPrado-based chassis not at all dynamic; 4.0-litre engine can get thirsty 
The Pick: Only one option, and it’s one of a handful of short wheelbase SUVs still on sale 
$46,990 V6 4.0 200 380 A5 2000 - - 11.4 91 68 09/11 A 

King of the outback ... not the suburbs 

0 Wonderful cruise comfort and exceptional refinement; go-anywhere ruggedness 
It’s a tank; cabin entry/egress difficult; brakes easily waterlogged; lumbering dynamics 
The Pick: Outstanding diesel V8; go for the VX with the tricky KDSS suspension 


GX 

$73,600 

V8TTD 

4.5 195^650 

A6 

2635 

10.3 

D 

68 

A 

GXL 

$80,600 

V8 

4.6 227^439 

A6 

2585'- 

13.6 

91' 

66 

A 

GXL 

$83,600 

V8TTD 

4.5 195 650 

A6 

2630 - 

10.3 

D 

67 

A 

VX 

$90,600 

V8 

4.6 227 439 

A6 

2640' - 

13.6 ' 

91 

' 69"' 

A 

VX 

$93,600 

V8TTD 

4.5 195 650 

A6 

2705 - 

10.3 

D 

69 

A 

Sahara 

$110,600 

V8 

4.6 227 439 

A6 

2640 - 

13.6 

91 

69 

A 

Sahara 

$113,600 

V8TTD 

4.5 195 650 

A6 

2705 - 

10.3 

D 

69 

A 



Volkswagen 


3yr/unlimited 

www.volkswagen.com.au 


2010 Wheels Car of the Year 


0 Just-updated Polo still a good thing; slick 81 kW 1.2 turbo; deceptively rapid GTI 
[S]Class-leading active safety kit is optional; rivals have closed in on Polo's quality lead 
The Pick: Providing you tick the (standard for MY16) adaptive dampers, a GTI manual 


66TSI Trendline 
66TSI Trendline 
81TSI Comfortline 
81TSI Comfortline 
GTI 
GTI 


Coupe 

Coupe 


92TSI 

92TSI 

92TSI Trendline 

92TSI Trendline 

92TSI Comfortline 

IIOTSIHighline 

IIOTDIHighline 

GTI 

GTI 

GTI Performance 

R 

R 


$16,990 

$19,490 

L4T ^ 

1.2 

_66_ 

160 

_M5 

1032 

10.8 

- 

4.7 

95 60 


F 

L4T 

1.2 

66 

160 

S7 

1064 

11.3 

18.0 

4.7 

95 60 

03/15 

F 

$18,490 

L4T 

1.2 

81 

175 

M6 

1060 

9.3 



4.8 

95 60 


F 

$'20,990 

L4T 

1.2 

' 81" '^ 

175 

' S7 

1088 

9.3 

- 

4.7 

95 60 

I 0 /I 4 

F 

$27,490 

L4T 

1.8 

141 

320 

M6 

1234 

6.4 

14.7 

6.1 

95 60 

JO/15 

F 

$29,990 

L4T 

1.8 

141 ‘ 

250 

S7 

1242 

6.7 

- 

5.7 

95 60 


F ~ 

1 Beetle 

1 Now a proper car 


0 Modern Beetle has a useable boot, a functional interior, and multi-link IRS 
[^A Golf is better and cheaper; rear seat space still compromised 
The Pick: A beautifully restored 1975 rack-and-pinion Superbug L, or a Karmann Ghia 

1.4 118 240 M6 1292 


8.3 - 


6.8 95 59 


1.4 118 240 S7 1299 8.3 - 6.8 95 59 _10/13 F 

Our 2013 Car of the Year 
E Golf Mk7 aces the competition; stunning interior and refinement; brilliant GTI 
ElAII-wheel-drive R not as dynamic as GTI Performance; no diesel or GTI-P manuals 
The Pick: For now, the excellent 92TSI. Or the fabulous GTI in any specification 


$22,490 L4T 1.4 92 200 M6 1209 9.1 


5.3 95 61 04/15 F 


$24,990 

L4T 

1.4 92 

200 

S7 

1233 

9.1 

- 

5.1 

95 

60 

12/13 

F 

$23,990 

L4T 

1.4 92 

200 

M6 

1209 

9.1 

- 

5.3 

95 

60 


F 

$26,490 

L4T 

1.4 92 

200 

S7 

1233 

9.1 

- 

5.1 

95 

59 


F 

$27,990 

L4T 

1.4 92 

200 

S7 

1233 

9.1 

- 

5.1 

95 

59 


F 

$32,990 

L4T 

1.4 110 

250 

S7 

1265 

8.2 

- 

5.1 

95 

62 

03/14 

F 

$35,490 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

340 

S6 

1326 

8.1 

15.9 

4.6 

D 

62 

08/13 

_F_ ' 

'$40,990 

'L4T 

2.0 162 

350 

M6 

1313 

6.5 

- 

6.2 

98 

62 


F 

$43,490 

L4T 

2.0 162 

350 

S6 

1324 

6.4 

14.5 

6.6 

98 

62 

11/13 

F 

$46,490 

L4T 

2.0 169 

350 

S6 

1364 

6.4 

14.6 

6.6 

98 

63 

' 05/14 

F 

$52,740 

L4T 

2.0 206 

380 

M6 

1476 

5.2 


7.1 

98 

59 


A 

$55,240 

L4T 

2.0 206 

380 

'’S6 

1495 

' 5.0 

13.2 

’6.9" 

”98 

59 

"_05/14 

'a 


Golf wagon 


^ COTY winner plus cargo 

E Stacks of space with all of Golf Vll's polish and class; cheaper than outgoing Golf wagon 
[xjNo manual ’box; only TDI variant is pricey; Golf R wagon and 1.8T Alltrack not here yet 
The Pick: 92TSI Trendline wagon is great value and packs all the engine you really need 


92TSI Trendline 
92TSI Comfortline 
IIOTSIHighline 
IIOTDIHighline 


$27,990 _L4T 
$29,490 L4T 


T4 92 200 _S7 J312_9.5_- 
1.4 92 " 200 S7 1312 9.5 - 


5.2 95 59 04/1^ F 

5.2 95'60' f" 


$34,490 L4T 1.4 110 250 S7 1312 8.6 


5.1 95 60 


$36,990 L4TD 2.0 110 340 S6 1326 8.9 - 4.6 D 60 F 

Firmly-suspended soft-top 

E Drives like a (Mk6) Golf; neatly packages four seats into a compact, relatively light body 
[^Increased steering vibration over hatch; dated design; won't be replaced until Golf Mk8 
The Pick: For not that much extra coin, Audi's new-gen A3 Cabriolet is a much better bet 


118TSI Exclusive $43,990 L4ST 1.4 118 240 S7 1443 8.4 


6.5 95 58 01/12 F 


1 56 ' wheelsmag.com.au 


























Showroom 


Lots of VW for the money 



Twincharger punch for $23K; huge boot; plenty of room; efficient engines; slick cabin 

1 Bland styling; old-Golf platform and interior archiecture; people will think you play bowls 
^ The Pick: A base 118TSI over any Corolla, Lancer, Elantra, Cerato or Cruze sedan 

118TSI Trendline 

$22,990 

L4ST 

1.4 

118 

240 

M6 

1315 

^8.3 ^ 

6.5 

95 

^49^ 

01/12 

F 

118TSI Trendline 

$25,490 

L4ST 

1.4 

118 

240 

S7 

1335 

8.3 

6.2 

95 

47 

12/11 

^ F 

118TSI Comfortline 

$29,990 

L4ST 

1.4 

118 

240 

S7 

1335 

7.5 

15.1 6.2 

95 

46 

03/12 

F 

118TSI Highline 

$33,990 

L4ST 

1.4 

118 

240 

S7 

.1335 

8.3 

6.2 

95 

46 


F 

103TDI Highline 

$36,490 

l4TD 

2.0 

103' 

320 

S6' 

’ 1454 

9.5^ 

- “ 5.5 ' 

D 

46 


' F 

155TSI Highline Sport$39,990 

L4T 

2.0 

155 

280 

S6 

1446 

7.2 

7.8 

95 

46 


' F 


At the top of its game 

(S Quality interior and generous level of gear; eight airbags; strong resale; overall polish 
[x] Facelift defines conservatism ; dual-clutch gearbox occasionally stumbles around town 
The Pick: 1.8 turbo is a beaut unit and top value. Diesel wagon is good buying too 


118TSI 

118TSI wagon 
ISOTDIHighline 
130TDI H'line wgn 
Alltrack wagon 



$38,990 

L4T 

1.8 

118 250 S7 

1482 

_8_J 

16.3 7.2 

95 57 07/11 F 

$40,990 

L4T 

1.8 

118 250 S7 

1482 

8.7 

7.5 

95 57 01/12 F 

$44,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 380 56 

1554 

7.8 

15.7 5.7 

D 58 11/12 F 

$46,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 '380 56 

1554 

8.8 

5.7 

D 58 F ' 

$48,290 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 380 56 

- 

8.7 

6.3 

D 58 A 

|cc 

■ 

Flicks Passat and picks up fifth seat 

13 styling hints at Phaeton ; finally gets a centre-rear belt; tuneful V6 

is as lovely as ever 

[x] Adaptive suspension doesn’t work as well as Passat’ 

s standard dampers 

The Pick: For pace (and sound), the V6; for real living, l 

the cheaper, thriftier TDI 

$56,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 380 56 

1526 

_ 8.4 

5.4 

D 61 11/11 F 

$66,990 

'V6 

3.6 

'220'350 ' 56 ' 

1656 

5.6 

- ' 9.7 ■ 

95 61 'a 


Scirocco 


Less Golf equals more fun 

izd Compared with Mk6 Golf R, front-drive Scirocco is 125kg lighter, quicker and sharper 
\E\ Not as practical as Golf and not as focused as Megane RS, but Scirocco is still superb 
The Pick: Manual for involvement, DSG for outright pace 

$45,990 L4T 2.0 188 330 M6 lOSf 6.1 14.1 8.1 95 61“ 01/15 F 


118TSI 

118TSI 

132TSI 

130TDI 

155 TSIR-Line 


$48,490 

L4T 

2.0 

188^ 

330 56 

1371 6.0 - 

8.2 

95 61 ' 

F 

iTiguan 

H 

Gets (corporate) grilled 




171 Excellent drivetrains, cabin quality, refinement, cornering agility, punchy new R-Line 
IHISmali boot; electric parking brake; outdated dash design; bland styling; quite heavy 
- The Pick: Front-drive 118TSI is superb vaiue, while new 130kW TDI is both quick and frugal 

$28,990 

L45T 

1.4 

118 

240 M6 

1498 8.9 - 

6.9 

95 64 

F 

$31,490 

L45T 

1.4 

118 

240 56 

1581 8.9 - 

7.3 ' 

95 '64 

' F 

$36,990 

L4T 

2.0 

132 

280 57 

J626 ^ 7.7 15.6 

8.8 

95 65 ^ 

0 

00 

> 

$39,990 

L4TD 

JA 

130 ' 

380 '57 

‘l620 ' 8.5 

6.2 

D 65 ’ 

A 

$44,990 

L4T 

2.0 

155 

280 57 

1642 7.3 - 

8.8 

95 67 

A 


Touareg 


Cut-price class 



250TDI Trendline 
250TDI Trendline 
250TDIMaxiC'line 
320TDI MaxiC'line 
320TDI MC'line4M 



(3 Slickand upmarket interior design; great drivetrains; vice-free handling; burbly R-Line 
[k] T hird row seats would be nice; pricey option packages; fatty-fatty fat kerb weight 

The Pick: 150TDi rivals a top-spec Territory on price, while V8 R-Line is a cut-price Cayenne 

$67,990 V6TD 3.0 150 

450 A8 

2146 8.5 

- 

7.2 

D 

62 

09/11 

A 

$81,990 V6TD 3.0 180 

550 A8 

2159 7.6 

- 

7.4 

D 

63 

09/11 

A 

$114,990 V8TTD 4.1 

250 

800 A8 

2287 5.8 

- 

9.2 

D 

63 


A 

Top-class compact people mover 

13 Room, ride quality and refinement all top-notch; excellent diesel drivetrains 
[SI Not exactly sexy; primitive leaf-sprung rear suspension ; no rear airbags 

The Pick: Seven-seat Maxi with torquey 2.0-litre makes for a versatile kiddy hauler 


$30,290 L4TD 1.6 

75 

250 M5 

1460 - 

- 

5.8 

D 

59 


F 

$33,290 L4TD 1.6 

75 

250 57 

1510 - 

- 

5.8 

D 

59 


F 

$40,290 L4TD 1.6 

75 

250 57 

1541 - 

- 

5.9 

D 

58 


F 

$42,290 L4TD 2.0 

103 

320 56 

1561 - 

- 

6.5 

D 

60 

05/11 

F 

$45,790 L4TD 2.0 

103 

320 'S6 ' 

' - ^ 


6.8 

D 

60 ' 


A ' 


Revives a people-mover classic 
Brilliantly basic and humble nine-seater 

[S12.0 -litre turbo-diesei will struggle to shift two tonnes of metal ... plus passengers 
The Pick: There aren't many options if you need to carry nine people 


C'lineTDI400 4M 
HighlineTDI400 
H'line TDI400 4M 


Volvo 



$50,690 

L4TD 2.0 103 

340 57 

2113 

- 

- 

8.2 

D 

60 


F 

Tarago meets its match 

13 Hugely spacious and well-built cabin; twin-turbo diesel; manners superior to Tarago 
IHl Range-topping models expensive; firm ride; chunky kerb weight hurts fuel economy 
The Pick: Crank the Rammstein and the eight-seater Highline morphs into the mosh bu 

IS 

1 $49,990 

L4TD 2.0 

103 

340 57 

2172 

- 

- 

8.2 

D 

55 


F 

) $56,990 

L4TTD 2.0 

132 

400 57 

2203 

- 

- 

8.1 

D 

55 


F 

$60,990 

L4TTD 2.0 

132 

400 57 

2325 

- 

- 

8.8 

D 

55 _ 


A 

$73,990 

L4TTD 2.0 

132 

400 57 

2249 



8.1 

D 

55 


F 

$77,990 

L4TTD 2.0 

132 

400 57 

2375 

- 

- 

8.8 

D 

55 


A 


3yr/unlimited 

www.volvocars.com.au 


D2 Kinetic 
D4 Kinetic 
D4 Kinetic 


Focus-based and better for it 
171 Focus underpinnings; classy interior; terrific D4 and T4 drivetrains; sweet manual ’box 
1x1 D2 struggles; T5 has terrible ride; big turning circle; cramped back seat; autos expensive 
The Pick: D4 Kinetic manual offers torque aplenty with sub-5L/km economy 

$36,990 L4TD 1.6 84 “270 “S6 ' 1402 12.1' - 42 D 56 09/12 F 




Price 

type 

Eng 

size Power 

Torque 

Trans. 

Kerb 

weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 Fuel 
metres cons. 

RON 


tested 

Drive 

$46,490 

L4TD 

2.0 140 

400 

A6 

1505 

7.2 

4.5 

~ 

55 


~ 

$41,990 

L5T 

2.0 132 

300 

A6 

1438 

7.9 

7.6 

95 

55 


F 

$45,990 

_L5T 

2.0 I 32 J 

300 

_A6_ 

1438 

_7.9 

7.6 

95 

' 55 


"f _ 

$49,990 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1580 

6.3 

6.1 

95 

55 


F 

$47,990 

L4TD 

2.0 140 

400 

A8 

1505 

7.5 

4.5 

D 

54 


F 

$52,990 

L5T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1633 

6.4 

6.9 

95 

54 


A 

|S60 

1 New face, and now new fours 

1 0 Handsome facelift with punchy engines and a plush interior; Polestar is niceiy balanced 
\x\ Handling of the rest isn’t 3 Series-grade; all-new fours don't warble like the oid fives did 
The Pick: Front-drive T4 and T5 are quick, frugal and terrific value 

$49,990 

L4T 

1.6 132 

240 

56 

1420 

9.0 

6.8 

95 

50 


F 

$54,990 

L4T 

1.6 132 

240 

56 

1420 

9.0 _ 

6.8 

95 

50 

F 

$56,890 

L4TD ^ 

2.0 133 . 

400 

"a8 

1539 ' 

7.4 “ 

4.2 ' 


^50'] 


F 

$61,890 

L4TD ^ 

2.0 133 

400 

A8 

1539 

7.4 

4.2 

D 

50 


F 

$59,890 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1527 

6.3 

6.4 

95 

50 


F 

$63,890 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1527 

6.3 

6.4 

95 

JO 


F 

$71,590 

L6T 

2.0 242 

480 

A6 



10.2 

95 

50 


F ^ 

$99,990 

L6T 

3.0 257' 

500 

A6 

"l609 

4.9 

10.2 

95 

50 

06/14 

A 


Volvo thinks outside the box 

IE] Even more stylish than S60 sedan ; versatile 40/20/40 split-fold rear seat and 430L boot 
[x] Not a packing-crate-swallower like Volvos of old; lacks composure on rough roads 


$57,890 

L4TD' 

0 

f\j 

400 

A8 

1669 

7.6 - 

4.5 

D 

51 

F 

$62,890 

L4TD 

2.0 133 

400 

A8 

1669 

7.6 - 

4.5 

P 

51 

F 

$55,890 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1639 

6.4 - 

6.8 

95 

51 

F 

$59,990 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1639 

6.4 - 

6.8 

95 

51 

F 

$64,890 

L4T 

2.0 180. 

350 

A8 

1639 

6.4 - 

6.8 

95 

51 

F 

$72,590 

L6T 

3.0 242 

480 

,A6 

1747 

5.8 - 

10.3 

95 

51 

A 

$102,990 

L6T 

3.0 257 

500 

A6 

1834 

4.9 - 

10.2 

95 

50 

A 

[S80 

L : 

Top of the bowls club hierarchy 





mm 

0 Smooth turbo-petrol six; lush seats; much-improved R-design suspension 
ESlUnwieldy turning circle; jittery ride; limp steering; snarly V8 has been dropped 

The Pick: S80 is an individualist’s alternative to a 5 Series ... but we wouldn’t 


T6 Luxury 

$84,590 

L6T 

3.0 224 

440 A6 

1786 6.4 - 10.0 95 42 11/10 

A 


|XC60 

I 

The punters' favourite Volvo 



0 All the usual Volvo SUV virtues, but with decent driver appeal and style; lovely petrol 
I^Ride turns brittle on busted Aussie tarmac; iacks body control and steering feel 

six 


The Pick: Likeable Swede makes a safe family car. D4 and T5 are brisk, yet frugal 


D4 Kinetic 

$59,890 

L4TD ^ 

2.0 133 

400 _A8 _ 

1748 8.5 - 4.9 D 59_ 

F 

D4 Luxury 

$64,890 

L4TD 

2.0 133 

400 A8 

1748 8.5 16.2 4.9 D 59 08/15 

_F_ 

T5 Kinetic 

$57,890 

L4T 

2.0 ’l80' 

350 A8 

1766 7.2 - 7.0 95 59 ' 

F~ 

T5 Luxury 

$62,890 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 A8 

1766 7.2 - 7.0 95 59 

F 

D5 Luxury 

$69,990 

L5TTD 

2.4 158 

440 A6 

1819 8.3 - 6.9 D 59 

A 

D5 R-Design 

$73,990 

L5TTD 

2.4 169 

470 A6 

1819 8.1 - 6.9 D 59 

A 

T6 Luxury 

$74,590 

L6T 

3.0 224 

440 A6 

1846 7.3 - 10.7 95 59 01/14 

A 

T6 R-Design 

$78,590 

L6T 

3.0 242 

480 A6 

1846 7.0 - 10.5 95 59 

A 


XC70 


Swedish take on a Subaru Outback 



171 Third-gen ’crossover’ brings a choice of turbo-diesel or petrol six-pack power 

Celt’s unlikely ever to leave upper-class suburbs; soggy handling ... still 



« The Pick: Not great 

on bitumen, but fine for fire trails, farms and the Snowies. Go the diesel 

D5 Kinetic 

$59,990 

L5TD 

2.4 158 

440 A6 

1890 8.3 - 6.9 D 53 

A 

D5 Luxury 

$64,990 

L5TD 

2.4 158 

440 A6 

1890 8.3 - 6.9 D 54 

A 

T6 Luxury 

$69,590 

’L6T 

3.0 224 440 A6 

I 4 .r^ .4. 

“1870 7.4 - “ 10.2 95 54 

A 


Momentum D5 
Momentum T6 
Inscription D5 
Inscription T6 
R-Design D5 
R-Design T6 
R-Design T8 


Faster and more frugal than its predecessor; attention to detail inside; great drivetrains 
ElO Average dynamics with below-par handling; excessive body roll; German-level price tag 
The Pick: T6 engine has plenty of punch and makes more sense in Momentum ti 


$89,950 

L4TTD 

2.0 165 470 

A8 

1970 

7.8 - 

6.2 

D 

A_ 

$93,950 

L4ST 

2.0 235 400 

A8 

1965 

6.5 - 

8.5 

95 

A 

$96,950 

L4TTD 

2.0 165 470 

A8 

1970 

7.8 - 

6.2 

D 

A 

$100,950 

L4ST 

2.0 ’235 400 

A8 

1965 

6.5 - 

8.5 

95 

A 

$97,950 

L4TTD 

2.0 165 470 

A8 

1970 

7.8 - 

6.2 

D 

A 

$101,950" 

L4ST 

2.0 235 400 

A8 

1965 

6.5 - 

8.5 

95 

A 


$122,950 L4STH 2.0 235 400 A8 2296 5.6 


$40,490 

$42,490 


L4TD 2.0 140 400 A8 1505 7.2 - 4.5 D 55 

L4TD 2.0 140 400 A8 1505 7.2 - 4.5 D 55 
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PETER ROBINSON’S 

Ctoi^Wheels 

EPIC TALES FROM OUR ARCHIVES 


▼ FIRST PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 1984 


Le Mans meets 
the Aussies 

THE AUSTRALIAN ATTACK BY BATHURST HEROES PETER BROCK AND LARRY PERKINS ON THE 
1984 24 HOURS OE LE MANS NEVER REALLY STOOD A CHANCE. RUSHED PREPARATION, A LEASED 
AND DECIDEDLY SECOND-HAND PORSCHE 956, AND WITHOUT THE PROMISED ENGINE AND 
GEARBOX; THEY WERE ALWAYS ON THE BACK EOOT 


Running on adrenalin, Team Australia - funded by Bob Jane 
and organised by Greg ‘Peewee’ Siddle (who managed world 
champion Nelson Piquet) - somehow managed to be race 
competitive. Until, at 2.00am on Sunday, half-way through the 
race, disaster struck. 

From the moment we knew of the Le Mans attempt, this 
was a story Wheels had to have. So it happened that Phil 
Scott, fresh from the Monaco Grand Prix, which gave Wheels 
readers his magic Murray Walker's Monaco story (see Classic 
Wheels, July 2015), pointed his trusty AWD Alfa 33 north for 
the once magnificent Le Grande Perray, a big and drafty 14th 
century chateau with but one shower. 

On his first visit to Le Mans, Phil’s next week belonged to 
Team Australia. Entrepreneur Siddle, lovely bloke that he is, 
had arranged for our man to spend the lead-up to the race 
living in the Brock/Perkins chateau, knowing that, regardless 
of the outcome of Le Mans, Scott’s inside story would make 
captivating reading. 

Scotty’s diary, dense with drama, mental anguish and 
heartache, and fuelled by Larrikinisms from the ultra-dry wit 
of Perkins and the casual, matter-of-fact Brock, deserves to be 


read quietly, without interruption, in company with a large 
glass of quality red. 

It was Brock who suggested that Scotty should run shotgun 
for a lap in the orange 956 during Thursday morning practice. 
“C’mon, you’ve been lurking long enough, let’s go for a 
speed,” Brock insisted. Insurance arranged - premium long 
forgotten - they literally crammed Phil into the 956 for the 
ride of his life. 

From the moment Phil rang from France with the news that 
he was doing a Le Mans lap with Brock, I knew we had the 
makings of a great story. I also knew it would be extremely 
long, but knowing that the detail and conversations were 
all-important, I still wanted Scotty to let it run and run. 

He did, all 9000 words, or four times the normal length of a 
Wheels feature story in 2015. 

Should we cut it, like Evan Green’s two-part story on 
Donald Campbell’s land speed record attempt (Classic Wheels, 
March 2015), or just let it occupy whatever space it took? 
Tough call. But not really, not with words of this quality. The 
uncut story occupied almost 13 pages, fully deserving the 
cover line The REAL Le Mans: With Brock at 353km/h. 


“IF ... IF. BLOODY IF. Ifm HADN’T LOST THAT WHEEL, /f WE HAD THE RIGHT 
ROCKER INSTEAD OF ONE FROM ARSEHOLE ENGINEERING, If.: 

- LARRY PERKINS 



Smashing the across-Australia record 
by more than three and a half hours 
inanAlfetta sedan 



THE WAY IT WAS 


Winners are grinners 


TODAY, few people are aware 
that the first Australian win 
at Le Mans was way back in 
1928 (right). 

Bernard Rubin, one of the 
famous Bentley Boys, was 
born in Carlton in 1896, 
though his family moved to 
London in 1908. He fought 
in WWI, where he was badly 


wounded, and became close 
friends with Woolf Barnato, 
a director of Bentley Motors 
and racing driver. 

Rubin made his debut at 
Brooklands in 1928 and was 
invited to join the Bentley 
team for Le Mans. Driving 
with Barnato, they won in a 
4.5-litre Bentley, one of five 


victories for the marque 
during the 1920s and 30s. 

Rubin died in England in 
1936, but was buried in 
the Fawkner cemetery, 
Melbourne. Only three other 
Australians have won the 
24-hour race: Vern Schuppan 
(1983), Geoff Brabham (1993) 
and David Brabham (2009). 


ALSO IN September 1984 





•8 


1 


r 

1 




Pride of the nation 

“STRAYANS all let us ring 
Joyce” named as Australia’s 
national anthem, while 
green and gold become our 
official colours. 



Wagons, ho! 

CHRYSLER introduces a 
new class of car known as 
the minivan, flagging the 
start of the decline of the 
traditional station wagon. 



Delta force 


FORMER Neighbours star, 
singer, Madame Tussauds 
waxworks subject and 
Logie award winner Delta 
Goodrem is born in Sydney. 
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DE TOMASO MANGUSTA 


The flying goose 

Argentina meets Italy meets America. What could possibly go wrong? 


AMONG the storied stable of Italian thoroughbred supercars 
- Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati et al - it’s often forgotten 
that there have been as many Italian supercars with breeding 
somewhat less thorough. 

Logic suggests that crossing Italian style and motor racing 
experience with an affordable, under-stressed American V8 engine 
should produce an affordable, high-performance workhorse. Or, 
perhaps, a crude, compromised and badly built bastard. One could 
say either about the cars of Alejandro de Tomaso. 

Born in 1928 in Buenos Aires, Argentina, de Tomaso’s family 
wealth enabled him to buy a Bugatti Type 35 at just 17. Racing 
success encouraged him to move to Italy to join the OSCA factory 
in Modena. In another astute move, he married American heiress 
and racer Elizabeth ‘Isabella’ Haskell, whose family controlled 
Rowan Controller Company, a vast US auto industry supplier. 

De Tomaso began producing racing chassis and in 1963 built a 
mid-engined four-cylinder coupe he named the Vallelunga (after 
the race circuit near Rome). It featured a Lotus-inspired backbone 
chassis with a body styled by Bertone’s Giorgetto Giugiaro. 

Carroll Shelby engaged de Tomaso to develop the chassis for 
a V8-engined sports-racing car to replace the Cobra, powered by 
Shelby’s HiPo 289 V8 that later appeared in the Mustang GT350, 
with bodywork by Shelby employee Pete Brock (no relation). But 
Shelby, distracted by the Ford GT40 program, ditched his plans 
to build 50 examples. 


De Tomaso took the prototype (dubbed De Tomaso 70P) to Ghia 
with a proposal to turn it into a concept road car. Ghia had just 
the thing in the form of a muscular coupe design by new recruit 
Giugiaro. The resulting Ghia-badged Mangusta with distinctive 
gullwing engine covers was shown at the Turin motor show in 
1966, with an equally handsome Spyder concept appearing later. 

De Tomaso wasn’t above a bit of help from the home front, 
either. In 1967 he convinced Rowan Controller to take over Ghia, 
who then appointed Alejandro as chairman. 

A marketing push in the US secured about 300 orders for the 
Mangusta. It listed at $US11,500, when a Ferrari Daytona GTB/4 
cost $19,500 (and a Corvette just $5600). Production began at Ghia 
in 1967, with US versions being fitted with a lazier Ford 302 V8. 

Early criticism of the car’s handling prompted freelance chassis 
engineer Gian Paolo Dallara (creator of the Lamborghini Miura) 
to tweak track and tyre widths, but the car suffered fundamental 
chassis flexing. The problem lay in the central backbone, not in the 
innovative use of the engine as a stressed member. 

Only 401 Mangustas were built, 251 of them the US version, 
with production ending in 1971. The 1969 European-spec model 
shown here with 289 engine was sold by RM Auctions last year 
for €268,800 (about $A400,000). 

During this era of frenetic trans-Atlantic bed-hopping, the 
Mangusta succeeded in getting the attention of Ford, which 
hatched plans for a new Italo-American cross-breed, the Pantera. 






Maser messiah 

Alejandro de Tomaso owned 
Maserati from 1976-93 
and revived the near-dead 
marque with the cost- 
efficient but cantankerous 
Biturbo model family 


Kylie’s car 

A Mangusta appeared in the 
original Gone in 60 Seconds 
(1974) and stars in Kylie 
Minogue’s Can’t Get You Out 
OfMyHead\i\6eo 
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Renault 16 


The Cleveland show 

EUROPEAN cars bore Shelby’s 
4.7-litre High Performance V8, 
making 228kW at 6200rpm 
and 405Nm at 4800rpm. Cars 
bound for the US instead copped 
a detoxed 4.9-litre Cleveland 
V8, developing 165kW and 
driving through a five-speed ZP 
transaxle shared with the GT40. 
Euro cars did O-lOOkm/h in low- 
sixes and 400m in 15 seconds; 
Yank cars were almost a second 
slower to lOOkm/h. 


what a cockpit 

INCREDIBLY low- 
slung interior wasn’t 
known for abundant 
space, nor imaginative 
cockpit design, but it 
certainly delivered 
an authentic Italian 
supercar experience at an 
affordable price. Signature 
gullwing engine covers 
actually enhanced rear 
vision, compared with the 
conceptually similar (and 
only three inches lower) 
Eord GT40, and housed 
iuggage compartments 
alongside the engine and 
full-sized spare wheel 
behind it. 


Handle with care 

THE Mangusta’s pressed-steel 
backbone chassis branched into 
a Y-section that innovatively 
employed the engine as a 
stressed member. Steel tube 
sLib-Bti uLtuies ctfiiipi liied 
the front and tear wishbone 
suspensions, with coil springs. 
A rear-heavy (68 percenti bias 
and bendy backbone gave the 
1185kg (in US-spec) Mangusta 
notoriously hairy handling. 








[if 





Cobra curse 

Mangusta is Italian fof 
mongoose, an aniina) lhal 
notably kills cobras; de 
Tomaso chose itto wind-up 
friend and rival Carroll Shelby 
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Flagging passion 

A man in the box seat for half a century", and still countin; 


FOR 50 years, the tall figure and goofy grin of 
Dave Milliken has been as familiar a sight to 
NSW racing drivers as, well, the coloured flags 
he might be waving at them. Now 72, Milliken 
still spends a few days each week overseeing 
events from his “naughty box” above the 
start-finish line at Sydney Motorsport Park 
(nee Eastern Creek). 

It’s just up the road from the Campbelltown 
area where he was born, raised and still 
resides. As a kid, he and a friend tagged along 
to speedway and circuit races at Windsor and 
Mt Druitt, meeting luminaries such as Jack 
Brabham, Lex Davison, Frank Matich and the 
young Geoghegan brothers. 

His first car, a Morgan, gave way to an MG 
TD, then an Anglia, improved with a then- 
popular Cosworth camshaft and carburettor 
kit. Later came a Cortina GT and an MGA, 
highly modified. Between club sprints, 
hillclimbs and gymkhanas, he attended some 


kind of motorsport event every weekend. 

“I didn’t really have my own racing career, 
though the Campbelltown Police thought I 
did...,” he confesses. “Mum wouldn’t let me get 
a licence to race.” 

Milliken found his true motorsport calling 
in 1964 when he and a group of mates went to 
Bathurst and discovered they needed some flag 
marshals. He became a flag-waving fixture at 
Mt Panorama, which in those days was “just 
a bloody two-lane road with grass up to the 
edges”. He remembers one bold, on-the-grass 
pass on Conrod that whipped the blue flag out 
of his hand. 

Working the pits and the flag points, there 
were moments sublime and sad. He forged 
lifelong friendships with several of the drivers. 

Milliken was one of the Killer Mullet Rally 
Team, a group of “motorsport moles” treasured 
for their flag-marshalling, crowd- control and 
dog’s-bodying skills at races and rallies. 


When Milliken found the V8 Supercars 
organisation not to his taste, he took up with 
the late Tony Warrener and his TAPE Smash 
Repair team, which trained hundreds of 
apprentices in the cauldron of competition 
weekends. “Those were some of the best times, 
teaching those kids,” says Milliken, a qualified 
mechanic and welder. “They got experience 
you can’t buy. Back then, they were taught 
tricks of the trade, like how to weld something 
that had fuel in it. We’d work on a car all day 
and all night.” 

Milliken retired from full-time work a few 
years back, but motorsport couldn’t afford to 
lose his hard-won experience and the respect 
he enjoys among drivers. And even after half a 
century, he never tires of motor racing. 

“I love watching cars driving, love watching 
blokes steer and correcting. Doesn’t matter to 
me whether they’ve got a $200 car or a $200m 
car, I love watching people drive well.” 
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EYE FOR TALENT 

DAVE Milliken has witnessed 
the best drivers at close 
quarters. “Kevin Bartlett could 
just read a car. If you saw him 
on that wet lap at Bathurst... 
And Tom Walkinshaw in the 
Jag, flicking the wheel over 
the top of the Mountain. But 
watching Daniel Ricciardo 
[Red Bull FI demo last year 
at SMSP] ... it was superb to 
watch his work at the wheel. 
God, he was good.” 
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